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CHAIRMIAN ADOLPH: H e l l o , everyone. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Good 

morning. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: I would l i k e t o 

c a l l t o o r d e r the House A p p r o p r i a t i o n s 

Committee w i t h the J u d i c i a r y budget. 

J o i n i n g us today i s the Chairman of 

the House J u d i c i a r y Committee, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Ron M a r s i c o of Dauphin County. Welcome, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

And t e s t i f y i n g b e f o r e us today i s 

Ronald C a s t i l l e , C h i e f J u s t i c e of the Supreme 

Court ; J u s t i c e Thomas S a y l o r ; Zygmont P i n e s 

the Court A d m i n i s t r a t o r ; and Deborah M c D i v i t t , 

D i r e c t o r of Fi n a n c e . Welcome. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Good 

morning, Mr. Chairman. Both chairmen, good 

morning. 

CHAIRMIAN ADOLPH: Good morning. 

C h i e f J u s t i c e , I w i l l r e c o g n i z e you f o r some 

opening comments. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: We do have 

w i t h me today, t o my r i g h t i s Zygmont P i n e s , 

who i s the Court A d m i n i s t r a t o r of PA. And t o 

h i s r i g h t i s Deb M c D i v i t t , who i s our Finance 



D i r e c t o r f o r the AOPC. To my l e f t , s i t t i n g 

here, i s C h i e f Judge Dan P e l l e g r i n i of the 

Commonwealth Court , newly e l e c t e d by h i s 

members as the P r e s i d e n t Judge of the 

Commonwealth C o u r t . 

And we have S a l l i e Mundy s i t t i n g i n 

the audience, and she i s r e p r e s e n t i n g the 

S u p e r i o r Court of Judge C o r r e a l e Stevens. 

You mentioned J u s t i c e S a y l o r . He 

wanted t o be here, but he was c a l l e d away l a s t 

n i g h t because h i s 9 0 - y e a r - o l d mother had a 

s e r i o u s s t r o k e . So he i s absent, w i t h no 

d i s r e s p e c t , but he d i d want t o be here. 

We have p r e v i o u s l y s u p p l i e d the 

committee w i t h our budget r e q u e s t . We have a 

statement t h a t we have g i v e n t o the committee. 

And I won't re a d i t , but i t b a s i c a l l y s p e l l s 

out our needs f o r the coming f i s c a l year. 

We a l s o have s u p p l i e d f o r the 

committee something t h a t ' s p r e t t y s h o r t and 

sweet, and t h i s i s the four-page, 

d o u b l e - s i d e d , f o u r - c o l o r brochure t h a t says 

b a s i c a l l y where we s t a n d . And I would j u s t 

l i k e t o go through some of i t , i f I might, 

j u s t t o l e t the committee know what the Court 



i s d o i n g . 

I f you see at the t o p , you see a 

number of cases t h a t we have handled. 

T h r e e - a n d - a - h a l f - m i l l i o n cases i n the l a s t 

y ear. We have had 1,126 days of s e n i o r judge, 

non-compensation j u d i c i a l work. And c r i m i n a l 

c o l l e c t i o n s l a s t year were $470 m i l l i o n , which 

i s a $30 m i l l i o n i n c r e a s e over the year of two 

years b e f o r e . L a s t year was 480 m i l l i o n . 

But we c o n t i n u e t o l o o k at our 

c o l l e c t i o n s t h e r e . And t h a t 470 m i l l i o n goes 

t o the s t a t e ; i t doesn't -- I t ' s t o be 

r e d i s t r i b u t e d t o the c o u n t i e s and the 

J u d i c i a r y and the G e n e r a l budget. 

I f you l o o k at the p i e c h a r t on 

t h a t f i r s t page, y o u ' l l see t h a t 85 p e r c e n t of 

our budget i s b a s i c a l l y the c o s t of p e r s o n n e l 

and j u r i s t s , b oth s a l a r y and b e n e f i t s . Twelve 

p e r c e n t of our budget goes t o the c o u n t i e s ; 

i t ' s a d i r e c t p a s s - t h r o u g h t o the c o u n t i e s t o 

support c o u r t - r e l a t e d a c t i v i t i e s . 

Our o p e r a t i n g budget i s j u s t 3 

p e r c e n t of our e n t i r e t o t a l budget. We have 

kept our s t a f f f l a t through non h i r e . They 

are o n l y h i r i n g i n d i v i d u a l s who are s o r e l y 



needed or are r e a l l y i m p o r t a n t . 

I f you l o o k at some of the 

c o s t - c u t t i n g measures t h a t we have done over 

the y e a r s , you see t h a t we have cut v a r i o u s 

a c t i v i t i e s t o the tune of $26 m i l l i o n over 

f o u r y e a r s . And t h a t comes from t h i n g s l i k e 

r i g h t - s i z i n g the m a g i s t r a t e s . And t h a t means 

l o w e r i n g the number of m a g i s t r a t e s i n the 

S t a t e of PA, which each m a g i s t r a t e i n s a l a r y 

and b e n e f i t s i s about a hundred thousand 

d o l l a r s . 

We have asked the Governor and the 

Senate not t o f i l l c o u r t v a c a n c i e s f o r the 

two-year p e r i o d when a judge or a d i s t r i c t 

j u s t i c e r e t i r e s ; t h a t has saved $3.29 m i l l i o n . 

And f o r the f i r s t t ime, we have had j u r i s t s 

and a l l employees of the c o u r t system pay 

1 p e r c e n t f o r h e a l t h b e n e f i t s . And t h a t , 

g i v e n our s m a l l number of p e r s o n n e l , t h a t ' s 

about $1.7 m i l l i o n . And we have done o t h e r 

t h i n g s l i k e n e g o t i a t i n g f e e s and c o n t r a c t s . 

Some of the t h i n g s we have done i n 

the p a s t year t o d i r e c t l y b e n e f i t o t h e r 

a g e n c i e s of the government: Over the l a s t 

f i v e y e a r s , our c o s t s -- or our budgetary 



c o s t s were $1.5 b i l l i o n . But i f you see t h a t 

d u r i n g t h a t same p e r i o d of time, j u s t from 

c r i m i n a l c o l l e c t i o n s , we brought i n 

$2.3 m i l l i o n . So we a c t u a l l y b r i n g i n more 

money than i t c o s t s t o fund the s t a t e c o u r t -¬

the s t a t e c o u r t f u n d i n g . 

One i m p o r t a n t t h i n g i s , i f you see 

t h e r e , about -- t h e r e i s 7,000 fewer k i d s who 

are i n f o s t e r c a r e . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Your Honor, i f 

you don't mind? I t seemed l i k e o n l y h a l f the 

committee r e c e i v e d the handouts. And 

everybody i s l o o k i n g around, l o o k i n g t o see 

where you are r e f e r r i n g t o . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: I am s o r r y 

about t h a t . 

CHAIRMIAN ADOLPH: That's okay. I 

t h i n k i t -- They are handing them out now. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: I'm s o r r y . 

CHAIRMIAN ADOLPH: And I d i d n ' t want 

someone w a l k i n g around i n the middle of your 

t e s t i m o n y . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: I'm s o r r y . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Th i s i s what 

happens when you have l i v e TV. 



Okay, Your Honor, I b e l i e v e you can 

proceed. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Okay. On 

average, t h e r e was about 22,400 k i d s i n f o s t e r 

c a r e over the years u n t i l we s t a r t e d t h i s , 

under J u s t i c e Max Baer, f o c u s i n g on g e t t i n g 

t hese k i d s out of the f o s t e r care system. 

L a s t year when we spoke t o you, we 

had 5,200 l e s s k i d s i n f o s t e r c a r e . T h i s 

year, we have 7,000 l e s s k i d s i n f o s t e r care 

over the u s u a l 22,000 k i d s t h a t are i n f o s t e r 

c a r e , and t h a t t h a t i s a d i r e c t s a v i n g s t o the 

DHS budget of $117 m i l l i o n . 

I t c o s t s about $50,000 a year t o 

have one of these k i d s i n f o s t e r c a r e . So not 

o n l y do we -- have we saved the DHS 

$117 m i l l i o n , t h a t ' s d i r e c t s a v i n g s , we have 

a l s o put 7,000 k i d s i n f a m i l i e s , l o v i n g 

f a m i l i e s where they are going t o have a l o t 

b e t t e r chance t o t h r i v e . 

V i d e o c o n f e r e n c i n g , we have a l l of 

the s t a t e m a g i s t r a t e s are a l l on 

v i d e o c o n f e r e n c e . I t ' s e s t i m a t e d f o r t h a t t o 

save $21 m i l l i o n per year, j u s t i n 

v i d e o c o n f e r e n c i n g , w i t h o u t t a k i n g p r i s o n e r s 



back and f o r t h and d o i n g v a r i o u s n o n - t r i a l 

a c t i v i t i e s through the use of 

v i d e o c o n f e r e n c i n g . 

We c o n t i n u e our problem s o l v i n g 

c o u r t s , and i t i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t f o r every 

d o l l a r spent on problem s o l v i n g , we save about 

$3.36 i n c o s t s t h a t would o t h e r w i s e be 

absorbed by the l o c a l c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e system 

or the s t a t e j u s t i c e system. 

We have e l e c t r o n i c f i l i n g of 

t r a f f i c t i c k e t s by the S t a t e P o l i c e . And what 

they do i s they j u s t -- they run your d r i v e r ' s 

l i c e n s e through t h i s e l e c t r o n i c t h i n g , and 

the y g i v e you your t r a f f i c t i c k e t and the 

t r o o p e r s go on t h e i r way. I t ' s e s t i m a t e d t h a t 

t h a t saves 60,000 hours a year i n t r o o p e r 

ti m e , j u s t by u s i n g the e l e c t r o n i c c i t a t i o n s , 

and i t a l s o saves the c o u r t system 77,000 

hours per year. And you see the agencies t h a t 

are l i s t e d on here t h a t we are s p e c i f i c a l l y 

i n v o l v e d w i t h , both w i t h our computer system 

and then i n our p e r s o n n e l , judges, et c e t e r a . 

The o t h e r page shows the j u d i c i a l 

computer system, which u n f o r t u n a t e l y we have 

had t o r e l y upon the revenues over the p a s t 



few years t o absorb some of the d e f i c i e n c i e s 

t h a t we have i n our budget, and the c h a r t 

shows b a s i c a l l y where w e ' l l be f l a t funded at 

some p e r i o d of time i n the f u t u r e . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Your Honor, as we 

mention t o a l l of the t e s t i f i e r s , t h i s i s a 

v e r y o l d b u i l d i n g . And i n t h i s room, i t i s 

v e r y bad f o r a c o u s t i c s . And the A t t o r n e y 

G e n e r a l i s a v e r y s o f t - s p o k e n l a d y and they 

have a har d time h e a r i n g her. So you have t o 

use a l o u d e r than c o n v e r s a t i o n v o i c e i n o r d e r 

t o be heard i n here. So I do a p o l o g i z e , but 

we would a p p r e c i a t e i f you would use a l o u d e r 

v o i c e . Thank you. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Okay. 

Thank you. 

As you see the f u n d i n g , we are not 

goin g t o be a b l e t o r e l y upon the J u d i c i a l 

computer system. I t w i l l be b a s i c a l l y f l a t 

funded, or i n d e f i c i t , a t about 50 -- i n the 

year 2015, and t h a t ' s w i t h an o u t s i d e group 

t h a t came i n and l o o k e d at our spending and 

our budget f l o w . So we have a s e r i o u s problem 

t h e r e of c o n t i n u i n g t o fund the J u d i c i a r y by 

u s i n g a j o i n t -- the computer system funds 



which are s t a t u t o r i l y supposed t o be a p p l i e d 

t o c o m p u t e r i z a t i o n . 

There are a few o t h e r t h i n g s t h a t I 

have t o mention t o you, t o the committee, i s 

the L e g a l A i d Network. The Governor's budget 

has cut l e g a l a i d p r e t t y d r a s t i c a l l y . They 

are h a v i n g t o l a y o f f lawyers i n the l e g a l a i d 

system because of a 10-percent budget cut l a s t 

year and another 10 p e r c e n t t h i s year. 

T h i r t y - t w o a t t o r n e y s have been l a i d o f f . Two 

o f f i c e s have been c l o s e d f o r l e g a l s e r v i c e s , 

and we are d o i n g what we can do t o get the 

lawyers t o t r y and p u l l t o g e t h e r and t o 

p r o v i d e l e g a l s e r v i c e s pro bono. 

But t h a t ' s a s e r i o u s c r i s i s . 

Because i n t h i s economic s i t u a t i o n , we get 

people who are i n d i r e s t r a i g h t s and i n need 

of l e g a l s e r v i c e s who cannot a f f o r d them. 

Another p a r t of the budget, as I am 

s p e a k i n g of i t , i s f o r the J u d i c i a l Conduct 

Board. The P r e s i d e n t Judge of the Court of 

J u d i c i a l D i s c i p l i n e John M o r r i s i s here i n the 

audience b e h i n d me. 

The J u d i c i a l Conduct Board, they 

w i l l run out of money March 1 s t , and they 



won't be a b l e t o c a r r y on t h e i r f u n c t i o n of 

and b a s i c a l l y i n v e s t i g a t i n g judges who are 

a l l e g e d t o have completed misconduct. We have 

been t r y i n g t o a s s i s t them w i t h A c t 49 funds, 

t o make sure t h a t they can c a r r y through t o 

the f i s c a l y e a r . But they are i n d i f f i c u l t 

t imes t h e r e . 

Some of the t h i n g s t h a t we are a l s o 

d o i n g , as I mentioned, were the problem 

s o l v i n g c o u r t s . We now have 12 v e t e r a n s 

c o u r t s , which are the l a t e s t , t o go al o n g w i t h 

DUI c o u r t s and mental h e a l t h c o u r t s and some 

of those o t h e r c o u r t s . 

And they are -- We are l e a d i n g the 

n a t i o n i n a s s i s t i n g v e t e r a n s , who have f a l l e n 

upon h a r d t i m e s , through the use of the 

v e t e r a n s c o u r t s , where we get o t h e r v e t e r a n s 

who are mentoring them. And the VA, the 

Vet e r a n s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , i s r e a l l y 

tremendously h e l p i n g by s u p p l y i n g 

s e r v i c e s - - m e n t a l h e a l t h s e r v i c e s , drug 

s e r v i c e s - - a l l k i n d s of s e r v i c e s t o our 

v e t e r a n s who have been through some p r e t t y 

h a r d times and are f a l l i n g on ha r d t i m e s . 

And we t h i n k we are r e p a y i n g our 



debt as a s o c i e t y t o those v e t e r a n s , and they 

are p r e t t y s u c c e s s f u l . 

I f you l o o k at the next t o the l a s t 

p aragraph t h e r e , we are p r e t t y f u l l y 

c o m p u t erized i n our computer system. Our 

docket sheets are a c c e s s i b l e t o the p u b l i c , 

l a w y e r s , whoever. And l a s t year, we had 41 

m i l l i o n h i t s on docket sheets t h a t were 

acc e s s e d from the I n t e r n e t . 

Our f i n a n c i a l i n f o r m a t i o n i s 

c o m p l e t e l y open and a v a i l a b l e t o the p r e s s , t o 

the p u b l i c , t o anyone who wishes t o see our 

c o n t r a c t s . The s i t e l a s t year, on f i n a n c i a l , 

f i n a n c i a l h i t s l a s t year had 60,000 h i t s j u s t 

on our f i n a n c i a l web s i t e . 

We, t h i s year, s t a r t e d our 

p r o c e e d i n g s -- v i d e o t a p i n g our p r o c e e d i n g s on 

the PA Cable Network, which i f you have about 

f o u r hours and s e v e r a l s t r o n g cups of c o f f e e , 

you might be a b l e t o watch them. They are 

v i d e o t a p e d from s t a r t t o f i n i s h as i s the 

Commonwealth Court and the S u p e r i o r C o u r t . 

And f i n a l l y , because of the 

c o n t i n u i n g f i n a n c i a l s i t u a t i o n t h a t we are 

f a c i n g , I w i l l once a g a i n be a s k i n g the 



Governor t o not ap p o i n t i n t e r i m m a g i s t r a t e s 

and i n t e r i m Common P l e a s Court judges as the 

v a c a n c i e s appear, and we w i l l ask t o l e t those 

be f i l l e d by the v o t e r s i n the e l e c t i o n 

p r o c e s s . And t h a t saves us; each Common P l e a s 

Court judge s a l a r i e s and b e n e f i t s i s about 

$200,000 and I s a i d each m a g i s t r a t e i s about 

$100,000. 

We are -- ended up l a s t -- b e f o r e 

t h i s e l e c t i o n c y c l e -¬

The p a s t e l e c t i o n c y c l e , we have 49 

v a c a n c i e s , which saved us, over two y e a r s , 

about $7 m i l l i o n . And we use s e n i o r judges t o 

f i l l t h ose s p o t s . And of the o t h e r judges, 

the e l e c t e d judges are p u l l i n g deeper w i t h 

t h e i r oars t o make sure t h a t the c o u r t s are 

open t o the p u b l i c , t h a t these cases are not 

de l a y e d . 

We have seen throughout the U n i t e d 

S t a t e s , s t a t e s where the f u n d i n g has caused 

c o u r t s , such as i n New Hampshire, t o be c l o s e d 

f o r c i v i l cases f o r a year, o n l y h e a r i n g 

f a m i l y and c r i m i n a l . But we have been a b l e t o 

keep our c o u r t s open by the c o s t - s a v i n g 

programs t h a t we are r u n n i n g and through 



h e l p i n g the o t h e r agencies who can tak e 

advantage of our e x p e r t i s e and r e a l l y our 

c o m p u t e r i z a t i o n . 

So our needs have been s p e l l e d out 

to the committee, and you have i t i n d e t a i l . 

But those are j u s t some of the h i g h l i g h t s t h a t 

I wish t o p o i n t out t o the committee about 

what we are do i n g , not o n l y t o save i n our 

budget but a l s o t o save the o t h e r agencies who 

are connected t o the c r i m i n a l and the j u s t i c e 

system. Even though f o s t e r care i s not p a r t 

of the j u s t i c e system, but the S t a t e P o l i c e 

and o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l s l i k e t h a t . 

So t h a t i s our p r e s e n t a t i o n , Mr. 

Chairman. And we would be g l a d t o answer any 

q u e s t i o n s t h a t the committee may have. 

CHAIRMIAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

The f i r s t q u e s t i o n s w i l l be by 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Glen G r e l l . 

REPRESENTATIVE GRELL: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. Thank you f o r b e i n g here, C h i e f 

J u s t i c e , and everyone e l s e accompanying you. 

C h i e f J u s t i c e , i n the p a s t , we have 

d i s c u s s e d e i t h e r as p a r t of t h i s committee or 

the J u d i c i a r y Committee the p r o p o s a l t o 



address p o p u l a t i o n s h i f t s i n PA by r e d u c i n g 

c e r t a i n Common P l e a s j u d g e s h i p s . Based on 

what you j u s t s a i d , t h a t each one of those 

j u d g e s h i p s c o s t about $200,000 a year, i t 

would seem t o be a good way t o address your 

budget s i t u a t i o n and reduce c o s t s . 

We have been t a l k i n g about t h i s f o r 

a w h i l e , and I t h i n k we had hoped t o r e c e i v e 

some recommendations because any e l i m i n a t i o n s 

would r e q u i r e l e g i s l a t i o n . 

As you know, we j u s t f i n i s h e d a 

census. And i t would seem t h a t t h i s might be 

an a p p r o p r i a t e time t o address where those 

p o p u l a t i o n s h i f t s have o c c u r r e d and which 

j u d g e s h i p s we might be a b l e t o suggest f o r 

e l i m i n a t i o n , p r e f e r a b l y through a t t r i t i o n , but 

as a way t o not o n l y address p o p u l a t i o n s h i f t s 

but a l s o t o h e l p you s a t i s f y your budget 

needs. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: We a l r e a d y 

r e q u i r e , every t e n y e a r s , t o l o o k at the 

m a g i s t r a t e s . And the p r e s i d e n t judges have 

been handed the m a t e r i a l t o r e v i e w t h e i r 

p a r t i c u l a r c o u n t i e s f o r the p o t e n t i a l 

e l i m i n a t i o n of perhaps about 50 m a g i s t e r i a l 



d i s t r i c t judges as the p o p u l a t i o n s h i f t s and 

as the crime s t a t i s t i c s or the c a s e l o a d comes 

down i n the v a r i o u s c o u n t i e s . 

There are about 54 0 MDJs, and we 

are going t o -- we would hope t o be a b l e t o 

c o n s o l i d a t e d i s t r i c t s t o get us down t o about 

500 or 490. We are l o o k i n g at the CP a l s o . 

Because we were asked by, I t h i n k , the Senate 

l a s t year, a s i m i l a r q u e s t i o n t o t h a t . 

So we have -- And through the AOPC, 

we are l o o k i n g at weighted c a s e l o a d s of the 

Common P l e a s C o u r t . The Common P l e a s C o u r t , 

the j u d g e s h i p s w i l l have t o be e l i m i n a t e d by 

l e g i s l a t i v e a c t i o n . 

But we can e l i m i n a t e the MDJs by 

combining d i s t r i c t s . And we hope t o do t h a t , 

and we hope t o have the i n f o r m a t i o n i n the -¬

I t would b a s i c a l l y be the l e g i s l a t u r e . A 

weighted c a s e l o a d f o r Common P l e a s , t o see i f 

t h e r e a r e , i n f a c t , Common P l e a s Court judges 

t h a t s h o u l d be e l i m i n a t e d or can be 

e l i m i n a t e d , g i v e n the p r e s e n t c a s e l o a d and 

the -- So we are l o o k i n g at the Common P l e a s 

Court judges. 

And, Mr. P i n e s , i s t h a t -- at l e a s t 



i s c o r r e c t ? Do we have any time l i m i t on 

t h a t ? 

MR. PINES: We have some 

p r e l i m i n a r y f i g u r e s as t o a c a s e l o a d e q u i t y 

based on p o p u l a t i o n . But t h e r e are s p e c i a l 

d i f f e r e n c e s when you are d e a l i n g w i t h the 

Common P l e a s c o u r t s . They are much more 

complex. The v a r i e t y of cases, the v a r i e t y of 

mat t e r s t h a t come b e f o r e the Common P l e a s 

Court r e q u i r e s a more s o p h i s t i c a t e d study. 

We met about two weeks ago, and 

what we d e c i d e d t o do i s p r o b a b l y h i r e a 

c o n s u l t a n t who can come i n and l o o k at our 

c a s e l o a d , p o p u l a t i o n , c a s e l o a d and p o p u l a t i o n , 

and come up w i t h some f i g u r e s , recommended 

f i g u r e s as t o the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the Common 

Pl e a s j u d g e s h i p s a c r o s s the s t a t e . I suspect 

t h a t t h a t study alone w i l l p r o b a b l y t a k e about 

s i x months. 

REPRESENTATIVE GRELL: W e l l -- I am 

s o r r y , J u s t i c e C a s t i l l e . 
CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: The 

m a g i s t e r i a l d i s t r i c t judges are supposed t o 

get back t o us. So the p r e s i d e n t judges of 

the county are supposed t o get back t o us at 



the end of t h i s month as t o the m a g i s t e r i a l 

d i s t r i c t s t h a t they t h i n k can be e l i m i n a t e d . 

We have a l r e a d y e l i m i n a t e d 11 of 

them, through a t t r i t i o n , i n the v a r i o u s 

c o u n t i e s . So the p r e s i d e n t judges have been 

g i v e n t h e i r -- our r e q u e s t s or our -- I guess 

our o r d e r s t o see where they can e l i m i n a t e 

judges and MDJs. 

We want t o do i t by a t t r i t i o n . We 

don't want t o h u r t anybody. We don't want t o , 

l i k e , t a k e anybody out or have them run 

a g a i n s t each o t h e r , i f t h a t ' s p o s s i b l e . 

But t h a t i s one of the few ways 

t h a t we can a c t u a l l y save money i s because we 

are 87-percent human c o s t , budgets and the 

s a l a r i e s . So we are l o o k i n g at Common P l e a s . 

REPRESENTATIVE GRELL: W e l l , I 

a p p r e c i a t e t h a t answer. And, you know, we 

have been t a l k i n g about t h i s f o r p r o b a b l y a 

year. And I am j u s t t e l l i n g you t h a t as the 

C h a i r of the Subcommittee on C o u r t s , we are 

a n x i o u s l y a w a i t i n g your recommendations on 

t h a t , and we would proceed p r o m p t l y t o 

c o n s i d e r any recommendations t h a t you would 

b r i n g t o us. Thank you. 



Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Thank you. 

CHAIRMIAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

Chairman Markosek. 

CHAIRMIAN MARKOSEK: Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. 

And C h i e f J u s t i c e C a s t i l l e and 

Judge P e l l e g r i n i and your s t a f f , welcome here 

today. Thank you f o r the p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

J u s t t o p i c k up a l i t t l e b i t on 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G r e l l ' s q u e s t i o n , you have got 

t h i s study, ongoing, c u r r e n t l y , t h a t you j u s t 

mentioned. W i l l you be p r o v i d i n g us w i t h 

s p e c i f i c l e g i s l a t i o n or l e g i s l a t i v e i d e a s 

r e l a t i v e t o a c c o m p l i s h i n g your g o a l s ? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Mr. 

Chairman, what we hope t o do i s be a b l e t o 

have a handle on how many judges are r e a l l y 

needed, b a s i c a l l y . 

The d i f f i c u l t y i s t h a t one judge 

may be doi n g the f i v e - p e r s o n homicide, w i t h 

f i v e b o d i e s , so t h a t ' s the d i f f i c u l t y . But we 

w i l l make i t a v a i l a b l e t o the committee, and 

i t w i l l be up t o the Senate and the House and 

l a t e r the Governor t o determine i f they want 



t o , i f they would l i k e t o , or s h o u l d , 

e l i m i n a t e these CP j u d g e s h i p s . 

CHAIRMIAN MARKOSEK: Okay. J u s t a 

change of q u e s t i o n here, and I r e a l l y hadn't 

come i n here w i t h t h i s q u e s t i o n i n mind. But 

j u s t i n r e a d i n g your -- I t ' s a v e r y well-done 

p r e s e n t a t i o n , by the way. I t ' s v e r y -- k i n d 

of a q u i c k g l a n c e at our s i t u a t i o n here, and 

i t ' s v e r y g r a p h i c a l l y good. 

R i g h t at the t o p , r i g h t a f t e r you 

t a l k e d about the 3.5 m i l l i o n cases, you t a l k e d 

about the s e n i o r judges working over 1100 days 

of -- w i t h o u t compensation. Maybe I'm n a i v e , 

but I'm -- And I don't know q u i t e how the 

system works and the j u d i c i a l system works, 

but I was a l i t t l e s u r p r i s e d t o see, r e a l l y , 

anybody t h a t works not f o r compensation i n 

t h i s day and age. And can you e x p l a i n e x a c t l y 

how t h a t works and r e a l l y e x a c t l y what t h a t 

means? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Yes. 

Those are a l l s e n i o r judges: The ones who 

have t u r n e d 70; or they are b a s i c a l l y 71 years 

o l d ; or they meet the r u l e of 80, which i s , 

you can be a s e n i o r judge i f your age and your 



s e r v i c e on the bench adds up t o 80. So you 

don't have t o be 70, you can be 65. I t j u s t 

depends. 

As they are needed i n the v a r i o u s 

c o u n t i e s , a p r e s i d e n t judge w i l l send a 

re q u e s t t o the AOPC f o r us t o a p p o i n t the 

s e n i o r judges. And I t h i n k t h e r e are about 

200 s e n i o r judges. 

MR. PINES: (Nods a f f i r m a t i v e l y . ) 
CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: And they 

are on an as-needed b a s i s . So t h e r e i s a l i n e 

i t e m i n our budget which r e a l l y l i m i t s the 

days t h a t they can be p a i d . They are p a i d a 

per diem; the m a g i s t r a t e s a l s o , the 

m a g i s t r a t e s and the judges. 

And they are -- They get t h e i r 

r e t i r e m e n t b e n e f i t s . And we pay them a per 

diem, but not more than a s i t t i n g Common P l e a s 

or m a g i s t e r i a l d i s t r i c t judge. So they w i l l 

come i n . 

And I don't know. You say they 

don't -- t h a t you don't u n d e r s t a n d why anybody 

would do i t w i t h o u t compensation. They might 

not want t o be home. 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: W e l l , they 



might not. W e ' l l j u s t say t h a t ' s an e d i t o r i a l 

comment. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: But they 

do. I mean, a l o t of these judges, when I was 

an a s s i s t a n t D.A. i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , they would 

come i n and they would work a month and o n l y 

be p a i d f o r , at t h a t time, about 15 days or 18 

days. And now i t i s down t o about 13 days or 

ten? 

MR. PINES: Ten days. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Or t e n 

days now. So t h a t ' s d e d i c a t i o n , and they are 

r e a l l y p r o v i d i n g f r e e s e r v i c e s because they 

want t o . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: I am sure none 

of our House or Senate c o l l e a g u e s would not 

want t o be home. 

But n e v e r t h e l e s s , okay, I was j u s t 

v e r y i n t e r e s t e d . So they do get an expense, 

so t o speak, but not an o f f i c i a l paycheck or 

compensation? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: I t ' s a per 

diem compensation f o r days worked. 

CHAIRMIAN MARKOSEK: Per diem. 

Okay. I wasn't aware of t h a t and so i t ' s a 



v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g f a c t . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Those 200 

judges, do they v o l u n t e e r once they r e t i r e ? 

Is t h a t p r e t t y much how t h i s works? They k i n d 

of v o l u n t e e r t o get on the l i s t or -¬

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Yes, they 

do. They a p p l y t o the AOPC, and they have t o 

f i l l out a form. And we know who they a r e , so 

i t ' s not v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o become a s e n i o r 

judge i f you meet the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . 

MR. PINES: E x a c t l y . C o r r e c t . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: So we 

are -- Because of the gap where we d i d not -¬

or the Governor and the Senate d i d n ' t f i l l i n 

th e s e i n t e r i m p o s i t i o n s , these judges are 

s t e p p i n g up t o the p l a t e and d o i n g t h a t 

themselves. I f you are a s e n i o r judge on the 

Commonwealth Court or the S u p e r i o r C o u r t , they 

c a r r y a f u l l l o a d , and they are p a i d at the 

same l e v e l as the -- as a s i t t i n g Commonwealth 

Court judge or a S u p e r i o r Court judge. So I 

t h i n k we have f i v e of them on the S u p e r i o r 

C o u r t . 

How many do we have, Dan? 



HONORABLE PELLEGRINI: Two. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Two on the 

Commonwealth Court t h a t c a r r y a f u l l l o a d . 

CHAIRMIAN MARKOSEK: Okay. W e l l , 

I'm impressed by t h a t . And kudos t o a l l of 

them. And, you know, keep up the good work. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Okay. 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: J u s t f o r the 

r e c o r d , Your Honor, what i s t h a t d a i l y per 

diem t h a t the s e n i o r judges r e c e i v e ? 

MR. PINES: $522 f o r the Common 

P l e a s . 

MS. McDIVITT: Today. 

MR. PINES: Today? 

MS. McDIVITT: Yeah, i n the 

c u r r e n t , the c u r r e n t f i s c a l y ear. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: So much 

f o r m a g i s t r a t e s ? 

MS. McDIVITT: Two f o r t y - s e v e n ? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: I t ' s l e s s 

f o r m a g i s t r a t e s , but -¬

MR. PINES: Two f o r t y - s e v e n f o r . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: The Common P l e a s 



i s $522? 

MR. PINES: R i g h t . And the 

m a g i s t e r i a l d i s t r i c t judges are two 

f o r t y - s e v e n . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: D i s t r i c t judges 

are two f o r t y - s e v e n . Thank you. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: And they 

are capped at t h a t same s a l a r y as a -- They 

can't earn more than a s i t t i n g commissioned 

judge, e i t h e r c o u r t . 

CHAIRMIAN ADOLPH: Okay. The next 

q u e s t i o n w i l l be by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J e f f P y l e . 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: Thank you, 

Chairmen. Thank you, Judges. I a p p r e c i a t e 

you b e i n g here today. 

I would l i k e t o , i f I c o u l d , f o l l o w 

up w i t h a q u e s t i o n t h a t was posed e a r l i e r by 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G r e l l . You mentioned your c o s t 

s a v i n g s i n u s i n g more t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g and 

whatnot and a l l of t h a t . I f o l l o w e d , v e r y 

l o o s e l y , what's a d m i t t e d as evidence and 

whatnot. P a r t i c u l a r l y i n j u v e n i l e s , l e t t i n g 

them t e s t i f y by v i d e o t a p e and so f o r t h , which 

I t h i n k i s a v e r y h u m a n i t a r i a n t h i n g and a 

good d e c i s i o n t o make. 



Do you see any j u x t a p o s i t i o n t h e r e , 

a g a i n s t b e i n g a b l e t o c o n f r o n t your a c c u s e r s , 

by a l l o w i n g these v i d e o c o n f e r e n c i n g ? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: What i s 

the q u e s t i o n ? 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: My q u e s t i o n , 

s i r , i s : Does the use of v i d e o c o n f e r e n c i n g i n 

a courtroom run a f o u l of a person's 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r i g h t t o f a c e t h e i r a c c u s e r ? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: I t ' s not 

used f o r t r i a l s . I t i s u s u a l l y g e n e r a l l y used 

f o r a r r a i g n m e n t s or t h i n g s t h a t a r e n ' t -¬

where a person i s not going t o be found g u i l t y 

or t h e y ' r e -- I t ' s not used f o r a s u p p r e s s i o n 

of e v i d e n c e . I t ' s not t h a t we p r o t e c t the 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r i g h t s of the i n d i v i d u a l s by 

not a l l o w i n g i t t o happen i n t r i a l . Except 

some w i t n e s s e s are v i d e o t a p e d i n c h i l d 

m o l e s t a t i o n cases; we can p r o t e c t t h a t . 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: R i g h t . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: But we 

want t o as s u r e t h a t t h e r e i s no c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 

v i o l a t i o n , though. We have not had any 

s u c c e s s f u l c h a l l e n g e s t o the 

v i d e o c o n f e r e n c i n g . 



And a l o t of these p r i s o n e r s , they 

don't want t o -- You know, they may want t o go 

f o r a r i d e , but i t ' s e a s i e r t o have a 

t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g from a s t a t e p r i s o n somewhere 

i f you're i n western PA and your case i s i n 

Montgomery County. 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: Okay. 

O b v i o u s l y , a tough budget yea r . And you 

addressed a l i t t l e b i t about s h i f t i n g , 

d o w n s i z i n g , whatever you want t o c a l l i t , DJs, 

a l l of t h a t . I s i t a c c u r a t e f o r me t o t h i n k 

t h a t ' s going t o m i r r o r the s h i f t i n g 

p o p u l a t i o n s i n the s t a t e ? 

L i k e Armstrong, my county, s t a y e d 

s t a t i c . We haven't grown or d i m i n i s h e d . But 

now our p r e s i d e n t judge i s - - I saw the memo, 

you know--recommending t h a t we cut back on one 

DJ. And w i t h o u t p o p u l a t i o n l o s s , and a 

s e r i o u s drug problem going on, I am j u s t 

c u r i o u s t o how t h a t p r o c e s s f u n c t i o n s . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: W e l l , on 

tho s e , we are l o o k i n g at the c a s e l o a d 

b a s i c a l l y f o r the m a g i s t r a t e s because we want 

t o have -- We e q u a l i z e c a s e l o a d s . So i t ' s not 

based on p o p u l a t i o n ; i t ' s based on the number 



of crimes i n the county or the number of c i v i l 

cases t h a t go b e f o r e the m a g i s t r a t e s . So we 

t r y t o -- I t ' s a weighted number, l i k e a 

t r a f f i c -- You know, r u n n i n g a stop s i g n i s 

d i f f e r e n t than a p r e l i m i n a r y h e a r i n g f o r a 

murder. 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: A stop s i g n 

crime. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: So i t ' s 

b a s i c a l l y case d r i v e n . 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: A l l r i g h t . I 

a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: I t a l s o 

saves the c o u n t i e s money. When I say i t ' s a 

hundred thousand d o l l a r s f o r a m a g i s t r a t e , i f 

one of them i s e l i m i n a t e d , one s l o t i s 

e l i m i n a t e d , you get r i d of t h a t l i t t l e 

courtroom, p r o b a b l y t h r e e s t a f f members and 

the s e c u r i t y , so t h e r e i s a d i r e c t s a v i n g s t o 

the c o u n t i e s themselves. 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: Okay. I 

n o t i c e d i n your handout, you a l s o c i t e d p r e t t y 

l a r g e s a v i n g s i n d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s . I am 

assuming t h a t ' s m a g i s t e r i a l , not Common P l e a s ? 

Is t h a t from s h u t t i n g down the m a g i s t e r i a l 



o f f i c e s or -¬

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: W e l l , one 

of -- I t h i n k t h e r e are 11 m a g i s t e r i a l o f f i c e s 

t h a t we have shut down, t h a t have been 

e l i m i n a t e d , because I asked the p r e s i d e n t 

judges t o s t a r t t h i s p r o c e s s two years ago. 

We are l o o k i n g t o do about 40 more t o c l o s e 

those down. 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: J u s t i c e , may 

I i n t e r r u p t ? When you say 40 more, are you 

t a l k i n g e l i m i n a t i n g those? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: R i g h t . 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: Or are you 

t a l k i n g moving them? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: J u s t 

e l i m i n a t i n g those and have the c a s e l o a d then 

absorbed by o t h e r d i s t r i c t j udges. 
REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: I t sounds 

l i k e you guys are -- W e l l , I'd i n s u l t you by 

s a y i n g due d i l i g e n c e . You are the guys who 

know due d i l i g e n c e . But you are do i n g what 

you can t o save money. 

I have one l a s t q u e s t i o n . I know 

t r a n s p a r e n c y and openness i s paramount t o t h i s 

House, you know. I know t h a t from anyone, 



a n y t h i n g I a c c e p t , I have t o put on the 

I n t e r n e t , a c c e s s i b l e f o r a l l t o see. And I am 

wondering when I can l o o k f o r w a r d t o t h a t from 

our j u r i s t s . 

( O f f - t h e - d i s c u s s i o n o c c u r r e d among 

C h i e f J u s t i c e C a s t i l l e , Ms. M c D i v i t t and Mr. 

Pines.) 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Our 

f i n a n c i a l d i s c l o s u r e s , t h i s i s i t r i g h t here. 

And we have had 40,000 -- T h i s i s our web 

s i t e . 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: Sure. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: And we 

have had 40,000 i n d i v i d u a l s come i n and l o o k 

at the d i f f e r e n t c o n t r a c t s t h a t we have. I t ' s -¬

We have had t h i s a v a i l a b l e f o r years and 

y e a r s . 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: W e l l , s u r e . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: So i t ' s 

a v a i l a b l e t o us. 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: I j u s t d i d n ' t 

know i f you guys were moving way over t o the 

H i l l ' s House and p o s t i n g i n d i v i d u a l expenses 

on the I n t e r n e t so people c o u l d access those 

from anywhere i n the Commonwealth. 



CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Yeah, we 

have -- A l l of our f i n a n c i a l e x p e n d i t u r e s are 

a v a i l a b l e e i t h e r on the web s i t e or r e q u e s t s , 

whoever needs i t , whoever wants i t . We had 

somebody from, I t h i n k -- What do you c a l l 

t h ose groups? The skinheads wanted 

i n f o r m a t i o n , t h i n g s l i k e t h a t . 

We have t o be c a r e f u l w i t h the 

i n f o r m a t i o n we have, because judges are 

v u l n e r a b l e , so we l i m i t some i n f o r m a t i o n . 

But a l l of the numbers are here, 

and they are a v a i l a b l e t o anyone t h a t wishes 

t o see them. W e ' l l get a l o t of h i t s from 

somebody t h a t ' s a c o m p e t i t o r w i t h IBM, t o see 

what IBM i s p a y i n g f o r the s e r v i c e s they 

p r o v i d e , so t h a t they can undercut IBM. And 

then people j u s t come onto the net j u s t t o 

l o o k at the e x p e n d i t u r e s , j u s t out of 

c u r i o s i t y . 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: Yeah, I get a 

l o t of th o s e , t o o . 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . The next q u e s t i o n i s from 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Deb K u l a . 



REPRESENTATIVE KULA: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

Good morning, Mr. C h i e f J u s t i c e . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Good 

morning. 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: Court 

A d m i n i s t r a t o r P i n e s , good t o see you. 

MR. PINES: Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: And I am sure 

b o t h of you k i n d of know where my q u e s t i o n i n g 

i s g oing t o go as f a r as the d i s t r i c t c o u r t s 

are concerned. 

Now, you have i n d i c a t e d you have 

a l r e a d y e l i m i n a t e d 11, and your o v e r a l l p l a n 

was t o e l i m i n a t e 50. Now we are down t o 39 

more? Is t h a t where we are? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: There's 11 

now, so p r o b a b l y 39. And t h a t ' s f l e x i b l e , 

t o o . I t ' s not cut i n sto n e . I t ' s j u s t a 

t a r g e t t h a t we are l o o k i n g a t . And i f t h a t ' s 

too many, we won't h i t t h a t t a r g e t . I f we 

need more, then we w i l l do more of i t . That's 

where we can save money. 

And we don't want t o have t h i s 

s i t u a t i o n , l i k e t h a t you're f a m i l i a r w i t h , 



where m a g i s t r a t e s run a g a i n s t each o t h e r or 

the y are e l i m i n a t e d w h i l e they are s t i l l 

w i l l i n g and a b l e t o s e r v e . That's r e a l l y not 

f a i r . So we want t o do t h a t , e l i m i n a t e these 

s l o t s by a t t r i t i o n . 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: So maybe I 

had a case, r i g h t ? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Excuse me? 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: So maybe I 

had a case, r i g h t ? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: I know 

what happened t o you. Many -- That was 10 

years ago. That was a -- We d i d have t h a t 

s i t u a t i o n , and as C h i e f J u s t i c e , I don't want 

t o see t h a t s i t u a t i o n happen. 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: R i g h t , and I 

am g l a d t o hear t h a t . And I am g l a d t o hear 

you say t h a t because i t was a v e r y u n f a i r 

s i t u a t i o n t o have happened. 

And I hope t h a t ' s what you are 

l o o k i n g at now. That as these occur and 

o f f i c e s need t o be c l o s e d and combined, t h a t 

you l o o k at how the l e a s t amount of harm can 

be t o someone t h a t has d e d i c a t e d t h e i r time 

and e f f o r t t o a p o s i t i o n but a l s o l o o k i n g at 



the c a s e l o a d of i t a l l . And I t h i n k u n t i l you 

have s a t i n a p o s i t i o n , i t ' s v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o 

un d e r s t a n d what's i n v o l v e d u n t i l you have done 

t h a t . 

I can't say what i t ' s l i k e t o be a 

c h i e f j u s t i c e . But I t h i n k when you are 

l o o k i n g at j u s t an o v e r a l l , w e l l , t h i s one 

o n l y has a hundred p r e l i m i n a r y h e a r i n g s but 

somebody e l s e has 300, but t h i s p erson may 

have 5,000 t r a f f i c c i t a t i o n s . Which I can 

t e l l you, i n a d i s t r i c t c o u r t , t r a f f i c 

c i t a t i o n s never go away. They are t h e r e 

f o r e v e r . Because i t t a k e s f o r e v e r t o c o l l e c t 

the f i n e s and c o s t s , so you have h e a r i n g a f t e r 

h e a r i n g . 

So j u s t lumping numbers, i t i s a 

v e r y d i f f i c u l t way t o determine what i s 

n e c e s s a r y t o run t h a t c o u r t i n the most 

advantageous way, t o the l i t i g a n t s t h a t are 

coming i n , t o a l l o w enough time f o r someone 

t h a t comes i n t h a t t h e i r problem i s v e r y 

i m p o r t a n t t o them. Whether i t ' s the next-door 

n e i g h b o r , which t o someone may not seem 

i m p o r t a n t , but t o t h a t person t h a t i s d e a l i n g 

w i t h t h a t problem t h a t ' s a v e r y i m p o r t a n t 



s i t u a t i o n , and t o be a b l e t o a f f o r d them t h a t 

time i s something t h a t needs t o be t a k e n i n t o 

account when you are l o o k i n g at c a s e l o a d s . 

A l s o , I'm hoping t h a t the Supreme 

Court w i l l t a k e a v e r y o v e r a l l l o o k at t h a t , 

at what i s coming back from those c o u n t i e s and 

from those p r e s i d e n t judges, t o see i f t h e r e 

i s some -¬

And I know the p r e s i d e n t judge has 

the m a j o r i t y of the say-so i n a l l of t h a t . 

But you a l s o have the s t a t i s t i c s a v a i l a b l e t o 

you, t o say: T h i s c o u l d happen r i g h t now, but 

i f we w a i t a year, you are going t o have 

someone t h a t ' s r e t i r i n g . Do we r e a l l y want t o 

do t h i s now or can we w a i t f o r t h a t 

r e t i r e m e n t ? And not make i t so t h a t these 

t h i n g s have t o happen o v e r n i g h t . That t h e r e 

are ways of d o i n g t h a t . 

And I guess I am not r e a l l y g i v i n g 

-- or a s k i n g many q u e s t i o n s , but i t ' s j u s t 

something t h a t I t r u l y am p a s s i o n a t e about. 

And I know the d e d i c a t i o n t h a t i s t h e r e from 

the d i s t r i c t c o u r t s and the d i s t r i c t judges, 

and I hope a l l of t h i s w i l l be taken i n t o 

account. 



Thank you f o r your ti m e . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Yeah, we 

do. I do r e a l i z e the human c o s t s or the human 

s i d e of the s e s i t u a t i o n s and t h a t ' s why w e ' l l 

do i t by a t t r i t i o n . I f somebody d i e s , 

u n f o r t u n a t e l y , or i f they would wish t o 

r e t i r e , we are going t o do i t t h a t way. 

Your c o u r t s are the -- Those c o u r t s 

are the f i r s t l i n e of j u s t i c e . And most 

people i n the s t a t e w i l l see they r e a l l y won't 

be i n the Commonwealth Court t h a t much; i t 

w i l l be the m a g i s t r a t e s . And they do s o l v e a 

l o t of problems t h a t come b e f o r e them and 

t h a t ' s -- I n d i v i d u a l s who appear t h e r e deserve 

j u s t i c e a l s o , so i t ' s r e a l l y the people's 

c o u r t . 

One of the t h i n g s you mentioned i s 

we make i t e a s i e r f o r the i n d i v i d u a l s t o pay. 

We now tak e c r e d i t c a r d s , d e b i t c a r d s , and 

e-Pay. And i t ' s e a s i e r f o r a person t o , I 

guess, not pay t h e i r c r e d i t c a r d r a t h e r than 

not pay the c o u r t and get a bench warrant and 

maybe spend a few days i n j a i l . S e v e r a l 

t i m e s , t o o , as you p o i n t out. 

So we make i t e a s i e r f o r the 



i n d i v i d u a l s t o pay t h e i r f i n e s , hence the 

$470 m i l l i o n t h a t we c o l l e c t e d l a s t year i n 

j u s t c r i m i n a l c o s t s . 

And t h a t doesn't even mention the 

c i v i l s i d e yet because we are not a l l 

c o m p uterized i n c i v i l c a s e s . So we don't know 

the exact numbers t h a t are coming i n from 

c i v i l cases, a l t h o u g h we know the exact 

numbers t h a t are coming i n from c r i m i n a l cases 

and t h a t ' s $470 m i l l i o n i n the l a s t year. 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: Okay. And 

j u s t one more t h i n g . I do want t o compliment 

you on the PCN shows t h a t you program w i t h the 

Supreme Court and the Commonwealth C o u r t . I 

t h i n k i t g i v e s the o p p o r t u n i t y f o r the p u b l i c 

t o a c t u a l l y see what i t ' s l i k e t o be i n a 

c o u r t r a t h e r than some of those shows t h a t we 

see on the daytime c o u r t programs, so. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: We t h i n k 

t h a t ' s an e d u c a t i o n a l p r o c e s s f o r the 

c i t i z e n s . That they can see the -- They have 

been s e e i n g the o t h e r two c o u r t s f o r y e a r s , 

decades. Twelve y e a r s , I t h i n k , i n S u p e r i o r 

C o u r t . 

T h i s i s the f i r s t year t h a t we have 



been t e l e v i s i n g the Supreme C o u r t . And we -¬

You know, not everybody can get down t o hear, 

t o see us i n a c t i o n . So i t ' s an e d u c a t i o n a l 

p r o c e s s f o r the c i t i z e n s , and we t h i n k i t ' s 

i m p o r t a n t . 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: And i t 

c e r t a i n l y has. Thank you. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . The next q u e s t i o n i s from 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Jim C h r i s t i a n a . 

REPRESENTATIVE CHRISTIANA: Thank 

you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. C h i e f J u s t i c e , I j u s t want t o 

f o l l o w up on R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P y l e ' s q u e s t i o n s 

about t r a n s p a r e n c y and a c c o u n t a b i l i t y . I t ' s 

p r e t t y c l e a r t h a t the p u b l i c has demanded they 

want t o see where a l l t h r e e branches of 

government are spending t h e i r d o l l a r s . 

L a s t June, Governor C o r b i t t s i g n e d 

House B i l l 15 i n t o law, which would make, by 

December, a l l t h r e e branches of government 

have t o d i s c l o s e t h e i r s p e c i f i c expenses. 

That would i n c l u d e the Supreme C o u r t . 

J u s t t o f o l l o w up, I am t h a n k f u l 



t h a t you have put -- v o l u n t a r i l y put some 

expenses o n l i n e . But t o save the t a x p a y e r s 

from g o i n g t o every branch and every 

department of government t o f i n d the 

i n f o r m a t i o n , t h i s b i l l would c r e a t e one 

c e n t r a l i z e d l o c a t i o n . I s n ' t i t your 

i n t e n t i o n s t o comply w i t h t h a t b i l l and t o 

g i v e your s p e c i f i c expenses, as i t i s i n the 

law, t o the O f f i c e of Budget f o r them t o pos t 

o n l i n e ? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: We are 

s t i l l r e v i e w i n g t h a t p a r t i c u l a r l e g i s l a t i o n . 

We a l r e a d y have a l l of our expenses o n l i n e , 

and we r e p o r t them t o the -- What i s the o t h e r 

o f f i c e , Zygmont? The o f f i c e o f ? 

MR. PINES: The o f f i c e of -- W e l l , 

we p r o v i d e the i n f o r m a t i o n , o b v i o u s l y , t o the 

l e g i s l a t i v e committees, the a p p r o p r i a t i o n , 

a l s o t o the E x e c u t i v e Branch. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Who i n the 

E x e c u t i v e Branch? I know we g i v e i t t o the 

A u d i t o r G e n e r a l . 

MR. PINES: The Governor's Budget 

O f f i c e . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: The 



Governor's Budget O f f i c e , the T r e a s u r e r . So 

we are s t a r t i n g t o -- So we are l o o k i n g at the 

new l e g i s l a t i o n t o see i f i t ' s b a s i c a l l y g o i n g 

t o c o s t us a l o t more money, which w i l l be 

d i f f i c u l t i n these budgetary t i m e s . 

But we are open and a v a i l a b l e . And 

i t w i l l be a q u e s t i o n of whether we can j o i n 

t h a t network or not, so t h a t ' s s t i l l under 

r e v i e w . 

MS. McDIVITT: R i g h t . 

MR. PINES: The o t h e r t h i n g t h a t I 

wanted t o add i s t h a t we are i n c o n s u l t a t i o n 

c u r r e n t l y w i t h the O f f i c e of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n as 

t o how they handled the p u b l i c access t o t h a t 

i n f o r m a t i o n . So we have been i n r e g u l a r 

c o n t a c t w i t h the o f f i c e . 

REPRESENTATIVE CHRISTIANA: So i t ' s 

s a f e t o say t h a t as of today, you i n t e n d on 

complying w i t h t h a t l e g i s l a t i o n , i f you're 

a l r e a d y p r o v i d i n g the i n f o r m a t i o n . And i f 

i t ' s j u s t a matter of sending the i n f o r m a t i o n , 

and the law i s p r e t t y s p e c i f i c on what format 

t o g i v e i t t o them -¬

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: R i g h t . 

REPRESENTATIVE CHRISTIANA: -- and 



so the p u b l i c does not have t o f i s h through 40 

or 50 d i f f e r e n t web s i t e s . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: W e l l , we 

have a s i n g l e web s i t e . They can f i n d i t f o r 

us, f o r our whole branch, so. 

REPRESENTATIVE CHRISTIANA: And 

l e g i s l a t o r s , each have t h e i r own web s i t e -¬

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: R i g h t . 

REPRESENTATIVE CHRISTIANA: -- t h a t 

t h e y can v o l u n t a r i l y d i s c l o s e t h e i r 

i n f o r m a t i o n or not. T h i s i s s a y i n g t h a t , one 

c e n t r a l i z e d l o c a t i o n so t h a t they don't have 

t o go t o each department and branch. I t h i n k 

was the i n t e n t of the law. The Democrats and 

R e p u b l i c a n s , i n both chambers, passed t h a t 

b i l l unanimously. 

And i t would be my hope t h a t you 

would p r o v i d e the same i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t you 

are a l r e a d y v o l u n t a r i l y p r o v i d i n g so t h a t 

f o l k s don't have t o go t o many d i f f e r e n t web 

s i t e s , and I hope t h a t i s your i n t e n t i o n . 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: I 

understand. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . The next q u e s t i o n i s from 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Steve Samuelson. 

REPRESENTATIVE SAMUELSON: Thank 

you, Mr. Chairman. And thank you, C h i e f 

J u s t i c e . 

Two q u e s t i o n s . I t h i n k you s a i d or 

I r e a d something about the Court of J u d i c i a l 

D i s c i p l i n e r u n n i n g out of f u n d i n g by March? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: The 

J u d i c i a l Conduct Board was c r e a t e d by the 

c o n s t i t u t i o n . They are the i n v e s t i g a t i v e 

agency t h a t l o o k s at judge c o m p l a i n t s , or 

c o m p l a i n t s about judges. I f they b r i n g 

charges, then i t goes t o the Court of J u d i c i a l 

D i s c i p l i n e . I t l o o k s at i t . And P r e s i d e n t 

Judge M o r r i s i s here. 

REPRESENTATIVE SAMUELSON: What 

happens t o an i n v e s t i g a t i o n t h a t i s going on 

r i g h t now, or i t may be f i l e d two weeks from 

now, i f t h a t s i t u a t i o n happens? Is the 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n put on h o l d or does i t get 

t r a n s f e r r e d t o someone e l s e ? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: I f someone 

r e p o r t s a judge t o the Conduct Board, they go 

through a -- They have i n v e s t i g a t o r s ; they 



t a l k t o the i n d i v i d u a l s . And they may i s s u e 

l e t t e r s of reprimand, or j u s t t a l k t o the 

judge, or b r i n g charges. 

The d i f f i c u l t y w i l l be i f they run 

out of money on March 1 s t , which we have 

rev i e w e d t h e i r budget a l s o , but we are 

s u p p l y i n g money from the A c t 4 9 computer fees 

t o c a r r y them through t h i s f i s c a l y ear. 

REPRESENTATIVE SAMUELSON: Okay. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: And t h a t ' s 

why the -- t h e i r r e q u e s t of j u s t under a h a l f 

a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s f o r f u l l f u n d i n g so t h a t 

they can complete a l l of the i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . 

I t h i n k they get about s i x or seven hundred 

c o m p l a i n t s a year. Most of them are from 

d i s g r u n t l e d l i t i g a n t s . 

REPRESENTATIVE SAMUELSON: You 

would have t o t r a n s f e r money t o make sure t h a t 

the i n v e s t i g a t i o n s c o n t i n u e and t h e r e ' s no 

l a p s e i n the board. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLO: That's 

what we have had t o do, t h a t ' s c o r r e c t . 

REPRESENTATIVE SAMUELSON: Okay. 

The second q u e s t i o n i s about the l e g a l 

s e r v i c e s . And I know you have p r e s e n t e d a 



whole f a c t sheet on l e g a l s e r v i c e s and what's 

been happening. 

And I know t h i s l i n e i t e m i s 

a c t u a l l y under the Department of P u b l i c 

W e l f a r e . And we are going t o have our 

Department of P u b l i c W e l f a r e h e a r i n g i n about 

two weeks. 

And sometimes you hear f o l k s t a l k 

about w e l f a r e and c u t t i n g w e l f a r e and w e l f a r e 

f r a u d . And you l o o k at the Department of 

P u b l i c W e l f a r e budget and you see items l i k e 

n u r s i n g home ca r e , a u t i s m s e r v i c e s , c h i l d 

c a r e , MHMR, and l e g a l s e r v i c e s -- and the 

l e g a l s e r v i c e s l i n e i t e m . 

Now t h i s l i n e i t e m i s proposed f o r 

a 10-percent cut on top of almost a 10-percent 

cut l a s t year. Your f a c t sheet has a l o t of 

i n f o r m a t i o n . Some of the c l i e n t s here are 

f a c i n g mortgage f o r e c l o s u r e s . Some of the 

f o l k s who use l e g a l s e r v i c e s are i n v o l v e d i n 

domestic v i o l e n c e s i t u a t i o n s , t r y i n g t o defend 

themselves i n c o u r t . 

And I come -- I j u s t want t o ask 

you t o expand upon the need f o r a l i n e i t e m 

l i k e l e g a l s e r v i c e s i n the s t a t e budget. I 



see you are a s k i n g f o r us t o go back t o two 

years ago, t o go back t o b e f o r e the two 

10-percent c u t s , which would be about 

$3 m i l l i o n t o t a l . 

I f we enact a 10-percent c u t , what 

would be the impact a c r o s s our s t a t e ? And how 

does our f u n d i n g l e v e l compare w i t h what o t h e r 

s t a t e s are p r o v i d e d f o r l e g a l s e r v i c e s ? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: I t ' s not 

o n l y s t a t e cut i n f u n d i n g ; the f e d e r a l f u n d i n g 

has been cut by 15 p e r c e n t i n Washington, D.C. 

I t has a d i r e c t e f f e c t on a l l of 

the o f f i c e s . As I mentioned, i t c l o s e d down 

two o f f i c e s a l r e a d y . They are down 32 

a t t o r n e y s . And i t w i l l be j u s t more l a y o f f s 

and t h e r e f o r e l e s s a v a i l a b i l i t y of l e g a l 

s e r v i c e s . 

The lawyers of the s t a t e have 

stepped up. In t h a t l a s t year, they had 

116,000 hours of pro bono s e r v i c e s through 

some of the s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s or j u s t 

i n d i v i d u a l s . And t h a t ' s j u s t what we know, 

what's been r e p o r t e d . And some a t t o r n e y s w i l l 

j u s t do t h a t on t h e i r own. 

One of the t h i n g s t h a t we have had 



t o do, because of the r e d u c t i o n i n the 

i n t e r e s t r a t e on I n t e r e s t on Lawyers' T r u s t 

A c c o u nts, i s we have asked a t t o r n e y s a l s o t o 

add $25 t o t h e i r r e g i s t r a t i o n fee f o r every 

a t t o r n e y who i s r e g i s t e r e d i n PA. That's 

about 65,000 t o t h e i r f e e . And t h a t goes t o 

IOLTA funded o r g a n i z a t i o n s , which are the 

l e g a l s e r v i c e s . 

IOLTA i s I n t e r e s t on Lawyers' T r u s t 

A c c o u nts. That at one time was about 6 or 7 

p e r c e n t , w i t h the i n t e r e s t r a t e . And i t has 

dropped down, l i k e e v e r y t h i n g e l s e , t o about 

h a l f a p e r c e n t . So t h e r e has been a d r a m a t i c 

decrease j u s t i n IOLTA funds, where i t w i l l be 

d i r e c t l a y o f f s of i n d i v i d u a l s i n the l e g a l 

s e r v i c e s community. 

We imposed what we c a l l e d a pro hoc 

v i c e f i l i n g f e e . Pro hoc v i c e i s when another 

lawyer comes from another s t a t e t o t r y a case 

i n our s t a t e . We make them pay the same 

r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e as a PA a t t o r n e y . 

That r e g i s t r a t i o n fee goes t o a 

l o a n fund where the i n d i v i d u a l s who want t o 

work i n community l e g a l s e r v i c e s can get a 

p a y - o f f of t h e i r s c h o o l l o a n s . The f i r s t 



year, I t h i n k , i s $4,000. 

What's the f i r s t year? 

MR. AZEN: T w e n t y - f i v e hundred. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: 

T w e n t y - f i v e hundred d o l l a r s , f o r a year, i f 

t h e y work i n l e g a l s e r v i c e s ; t h i r t y - f i v e or 

f o u r thousand the second year. 

MR. AZEN: Four thousand the t h i r d . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: And then 

i t goes up t o $6,000. So b a s i c a l l y , i f an 

i n d i v i d u a l a t t o r n e y doesn't want t o go t o work 

f o r a b i g f i r m and wants t o work i n CLS, we 

h e l p them pay o f f t h e i r s t u d e n t l o a n s . And 

t h a t ' s not t a x p a y e r s ' d o l l a r s ; t h a t ' s from 

o t h e r a t t o r n e y s coming i n t o sue. You know, 

Bayer and those i n d i v i d u a l s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

So we are l o o k i n g l o n g and h a r d at 

some of the ways t h a t we can i n c r e a s e f u n d i n g . 

We have f o r c e d -- or n e g o t i a t e d w i t h banks 

t h a t the I n t e r e s t on Lawyers' T r u s t Accounts 

gets the same i n t e r e s t r a t e as t h e i r b e s t 

customer or e l s e the lawyers w i l l not put 

t h e i r money i n those -- i n the a c c o u n t s . 

So we have done t h i n g s over the 

years t o h e l p a s s i s t l e g a l s e r v i c e s because 



i t ' s s o r e l y needed. And t h e r e ' s a l o t of 

i n d i v i d u a l s , a l o t of k i d s coming out of 

s c h o o l t h a t want t o do t h a t i n s t e a d of, you 

know, going t o some b i g law f i r m . So we are 

do i n g e v e r y t h i n g we can t o i n c r e a s e l e g a l 

s e r v i c e s d e s p i t e t h e s e budget c u t s . 

REPRESENTATIVE SAMUELSON: Okay. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: But 

b a s i c a l l y , i t ' s l a y o f f s . 
REPRESENTATIVE SAMUELSON: I 

a p p r e c i a t e your e f f o r t s t o do e v e r y t h i n g you 

can, and a l s o t o b r i n g t h i s i s s u e t o our 

a t t e n t i o n . 

One of the t h i n g s t h a t you have 

s a i d i n t h i s document, i s t h a t , i f t h i s cut 

goes through t h a t the Governor has proposed, 

s t a t e f u n d i n g f o r l e g a l a i d today would be 

v e r y c l o s e t o the amount a p p r o p r i a t e d i n 1976. 

Now, a l o t has changed s i n c e 1976: Mike 

Schmidt was p l a y i n g f o r the P h i l l i e s , and I 

t h i n k B i l l Gates was s t i l l w orking out of h i s 

garage. 

I t h i n k we s h o u l d t a k e a v e r y c l o s e 

l o o k at t h i s l i n e i t e m . One t h i n g t h a t might 

be h e l p f u l i s a comparison, i f you have any 



s t a t i s t i c s on what o t h e r s t a t e s are committing 

i n s t a t e f u n d i n g t o h e l p w i t h l e g a l s e r v i c e s , 

l e g a l a i d . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: I t h i n k we 

can get t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n through our IOLTA 

Board. And i t ' s i n the AOPC, so we c o u l d get 

you t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n . 

REPRESENTATIVE SAMUELSON: Thank 

you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . The next q u e s t i o n w i l l be by 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Tom Q u i g l e y . 

REPRESENTATIVE QUIGLEY: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. C h i e f J u s t i c e , w i t h l o o k i n g at 

c u t t i n g expenses, l o o k i n g at b e i n g a b l e t o , 

you know, operate i n these tough f i n a n c i a l 

t i m e s , I j u s t had a q u e s t i o n about--and t h i s 

was brought up from some members who were here 

b e f o r e I got h e r e - - w i t h r e s p e c t t o d i s t r i c t 

o f f i c e s , or f o r l a c k of a b e t t e r word, an 

o f f i c e t h a t you have o u t s i d e of the s t a t e 

c a p i t a l . Can you g i v e me an i d e a of what 

those o f f i c e s -- I f even, i n f a c t , you do have 

an o f f i c e o u t s i d e the c a p i t a l ? 



CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Are you 

t a l k i n g about me p e r s o n a l l y ? 

REPRESENTATIVE QUIGLEY: Yes, 

r i g h t . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Yes, I 

have commercial o f f i c e s . A l l of the a p p e l l a t e 

judges, 38 of us, g e n e r a l l y have commercial 

space; a l t h o u g h , some of them are i n s t a t e 

c a p i t a l -- i n the county s e a t . I t h i n k Judge 

McEwen works out of the county seat i n 

Delaware County, the county courthouse. So 

t h a t i s the o f f i c e I have had. 

I have an o f f i c e over here i n the 

J u d i c i a l C enter, which i s more of a c e r e m o n i a l 

o f f i c e . I have a c e r e m o n i a l o f f i c e i n C i t y 

H a l l i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , and then one i n the c i t y 

and county b u i l d i n g i n A l l e g h e n y County. 

Because I have t o go t o a l l of these d i f f e r e n t 

a r e a s , you know, l i k e t o have these h e a r i n g s 

or meetings w i t h i n d i v i d u a l s , so I am on the 

road a l o t . 

I am not r e a l happy t h a t U.S. A i r 

bumped up t h e i r f a r e t o $600 from P h i l a d e l p h i a 

t o P i t t s b u r g h when i t was l i k e $129. But yes, 

I am on the road a l l the time at these 



d i f f e r e n t o f f i c e s . 
REPRESENTATIVE QUIGLEY: Now, i s 

t h a t j u s t you because you are the C h i e f 

J u s t i c e ? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: R i g h t . 

REPRESENTATIVE QUIGLEY: Or would 

a l l of the o t h e r j u s t i c e s have these? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: That's 

c o r r e c t , j u s t because I'm C h i e f J u s t i c e . 

REPRESENTATIVE QUIGLEY: Okay. So 

your c o l l e a g u e s don't have these o f f i c e s too? 

Or they do? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: C o r r e c t . 

REPRESENTATIVE QUIGLEY: Okay. Now 

what -- Do you have a b a l l p a r k f i g u r e of what 

those c o s t s would be? What the r e n t i s ? 

Or what -¬

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: We c o u l d 

get you t h a t f i g u r e . I t h i n k we had a -¬

There was some t a l k i n A l l e g h e n y County t h a t 

the a p p e l l a t e judges are i n these downtown 

b u i l d i n g s . And I s a i d , i f you want t o save 

money, w e ' l l move them a l l out of P i t t s b u r g h 

and move them i n t o Mars or M o n r o e v i l l e . 

But I t h i n k P i t t s b u r g h would l i k e 



t o have a p p e l l a t e judges i n downtown, so would 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . But i t depends on where you are 

e l e c t e d from. Judge Mundy i s from Tioga 

County, so her o f f i c e s are i n Tioga County, 

which i s her home a l s o . My home i s 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . Other a p p e l l a t e judges can have 

an o f f i c e where they choose t o s i t . 

REPRESENTATIVE QUIGLEY: Okay. So 

f o r the committee, you c o u l d g i v e us numbers 

of what s p e c i f i c a l l y Supreme Court j u s t i c e s 

pay i n r e n t f o r what accommodations they would 

have? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: We can do 

t h a t . And a l o t of t h a t i s i n t h i s b o o k l e t 

here, but w e ' l l j u s t have t o p o i n t i t out f o r 

you. 

REPRESENTATIVE QUIGLEY: Okay. And 

a g a i n the purposes of these o f f i c e s , you s a i d , 

i s m o s t l y c e r e m o n i a l . I mean, do you have -¬

W e l l , a n e c d o t a l l y , I b e l i e v e you d e s c r i b e d 

what i t was l i k e . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Yeah, the 

one i n P h i l a d e l p h i a i s p u r e l y c e r e m o n i a l . 

Because my -- The o f f i c e I have had f o r 20 

years as a -- as o r i g i n a l l y when I came on the 



Court i s where I do most of my work. The one 

i n H a r r i s b u r g i s -- I do work t h e r e , t o o , but 

t h a t ' s the seat of government. 

The one i n P i t t s b u r g h i s a -- we 

have a s e n i o r j u s t i c e who i s working out of 

t h a t chamber and another j u s t i c e who i s -¬

another judge who i s i n v o l v e d i n l o o k i n g at 

the h i s t o r y of the c o u r t system, so. But 

those are c e r e m o n i a l . 

My main o f f i c e i s 18th and Market, 

i f you want t o come downtown and check i t out. 

REPRESENTATIVE QUIGLEY: Okay. A l l 

r i g h t . Thank you. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: You are 

welcome. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . The next q u e s t i o n i s from 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S a b a t i n a . 

REPRESENTATIVE SABATINA: Thank 

you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you f o r your 

t e s t i m o n y today, C h i e f J u s t i c e . 

My q u e s t i o n i s i f the -- i f you're 

r e q u e s t f o r your budget were f u l f i l l e d f u l l y , 

how much and i n what areas c o u l d you save more 

money f o r t a x p a y e r money? 



CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: W e l l , i t ' s 

s p e l l e d out i n our budget. But we are 

b a s i c a l l y 87 p e r c e n t . That's s a l a r i e s and 

b e n e f i t s , so. That's the one p l a c e . And 

t h a t ' s why we are l o o k i n g at e l i m i n a t i n g the 

number of CP judges p o s s i b l y and the number of 

MDJs p o s s i b l y ; i n York County, m u n i c i p a l c o u r t 

judges; our CP judges i n P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

REPRESENTATIVE SABATINA: Thank 

you. My second q u e s t i o n has t o do w i t h , I 

guess, compensation f o r j u r y duty. Is t h a t 

something t h a t ' s under the Supreme Co u r t ' s -¬

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: There's a 

l i n e i t e m i n our budget where the s t a t e i s 

h e l p i n g pay f o r j u r o r c o s t s , but most of those 

are born by the c o u n t i e s themselves. That's a 

major expense, e s p e c i a l l y i n P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

REPRESENTATIVE SABATINA: That's 

a c t u a l l y where I am g o i n g . My w i f e was 

r e c e n t l y a j u r o r and she r e c e i v e d her $9 check 

two weeks ago. So I am wondering, b a s i c a l l y , 

how much money i t c o s t s t o p r i n t the check, t o 

m a i l the check, t o put i t i n the envelope, t o 

do a l l of t h a t . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: W e l l , i f 



-- I'm f a m i l i a r w i t h i t because I got one of 

those $9 checks a couple of years ago. I was 

a c t u a l l y subpoenaed f o r j u r y duty. And I went 

down t o my j u r y duty and they gave me a check 

because I wasn't chosen. I t h i n k t h e r e ' s a -¬

I don't know why anybody would choose me, but. 

But t h e r e ' s a -- I t h i n k t h e r e ' s a 

pay s c a l e t h a t they get a c e r t a i n amount f o r 

the f i r s t t h r e e days and then i t goes up a f t e r 

t h a t i f the case goes over t h a t , so t h a t i t ' s 

c o n t r o l l e d , r e a l l y , by the c o u n t i e s . 

And t h i s one l i n e i t e m -- How much 

i s the l i n e i t e m , Deb? 

MS. McDIVITT: I t i s p r o b a b l y about 

a m i l l i o n . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: What? 

MS. McDIVITT: A m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: I t ' s about 

a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s of the l i n e i t e m t h a t ' s 

d i s t r i b u t e d t o the d i f f e r e n t c o u n t i e s t o h e l p 

d e f r a y the c o s t of j u r o r expenses. 

REPRESENTATIVE SABATINA: Okay. 

Thank you v e r y much. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: You are 

welcome. 



CHAIRMIAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

As i s the custom, t h i s 

A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Committee always i n v i t e s the 

Chairman of the House S t a n d i n g Committee, and 

we are c e r t a i n l y honored t o have Chairman Ron 

M a r s i c o w i t h us today, the R e p u b l i c a n C h a i r of 

the J u d i c i a r y Committee. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: W e l l , 

thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I have got t o t e l l you: I was 

g o i n g t o ask a number of q u e s t i o n s , but you 

have a w e l l - i n f o r m e d and educated committee, 

members of the committee t h a t asked the 

q u e s t i o n s t h a t I was going t o ask. And I want 

t o compliment the committee and the C h a i r s f o r 

e d u c a t i n g the members of the committee. 

I have j u s t a f o l l o w - u p , though, on 

the one q u e s t i o n t h a t R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Q u i g l e y 

asked, and t h a t i s the o f f i c e space t h a t the 

c o u r t s are p a y i n g f o r . Are t h e r e -¬

W e l l , f i r s t of a l l , l e t ' s go t h i s 

way: The J u d i c i a l Center here i n H a r r i s b u r g 

c o s t $115 m i l l i o n , and I t h i n k i t accommodates 

500 or so s t a f f and judges. Are t h e r e any 

p l a n s t o move any of the J u d i c i a r y t o the 



J u d i c i a l Center? 

I mean, I t h i n k the -- Back a 

number of years ago when i t was p l a n n e d t o 

c o n s t r u c t a j u d i c i a l c e n t e r t h a t t h e r e would 

be c o s t - s a v i n g s measures t h e r e t o accommodate 

o t h e r j u d i c i a l members of the J u d i c i a r y , the 

Supreme Cour t , et c e t e r a , and I know t h a t t h a t 

was the i n t e n t . 

Now t h e r e i s some space b e i n g 

o c c u p i e d by -- p r i v a t e space b e i n g o c c u p i e d by 

a number of the judges throughout the 

Commonwealth and a l s o l o c a l l y . Are t h e r e any 

p l a n s t o move those judges and t h e i r s t a f f t o 

the J u d i c i a l Center? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: We have 

been d o i n g t h a t s l o w l y but s u r e l y . That a l l 

t a k e s money, a l s o . But we have -¬

And we have two of your judges i n 

the J u d i c i a l C enter, Judge P e l l e g r i n i ? 

HONORABLE PELLEGRINI: (Nods 

a f f i r m a t i v e l y . ) 
CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: So we have 

two Commonwealth Court judges t h e r e now w i t h 

t h e i r s t a f f s . And the Commonwealth Court 

b a s i c a l l y hears governmental cases which might 



go t o Dauphin County. But we have s t a f f f o r 

the Commonwealth Court over t h e r e . The -¬

I t ' s r e a l l y up t o a j u s t i c e . 

J u s t i c e S a y l o r i s t a l k i n g about moving i n t o 

t h a t c e n t e r , when he becomes c h i e f j u s t i c e , 

because he's from Cumberland County r i g h t now. 

But, yeah, we've -- We r e a l i z e the 

space over t h e r e . We d i d n ' t t h i n k i t was 

goin g t o be b u i l t , a c t u a l l y , w i t h J u s t i c e 

Cappy -- C h i e f J u s t i c e Cappy, when he was 

n e g o t i a t i n g f o r i t w i t h Governor Ridge. And 

we s a i d , l i k e t h i s i s never going t o happen. 

But i t was seen as a good t h i n g t o do and the 

l e g i s l a t u r e passed t h a t c a p i t a l budget. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Um-hum. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: And i t ' s 

now a f u n c t i o n i n g b u i l d i n g , so. 

We do have some agencies t h a t are 

i n t h e r e . The j u d i c i a l -- The J u v e n i l e Court 

Judges Commission j u s t moved over t h e r e i n t o 

some space than what they were oc c u p y i n g 

b e f o r e . And we charge the d i s c i p l i n e b oard 

r e n t b a s i c a l l y . I t h i n k some of the o t h e r -¬

What are the o t h e r agencies t h a t -¬

MR. PINES: C l i e n t S e c u r i t y . 



CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: The C l i e n t 

S e c u r i t y Fund, they b a s i c a l l y pay r e n t a l s o . 

And they are funded through fees from 

a t t o r n e y s , not t a x p a y e r d o l l a r s . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Okay. 

W e l l , i t c e r t a i n l y would seem t o be a good way 

t o save the t a x p a y e r s the expenses, by moving 

those o f f i c e s over i n t o the J u d i c i a l C e n t e r . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: We are 

l o o k i n g at i t . One of the t h i n g s t h a t we 

t a l k e d about, which haven't implemented y e t , 

i s making a l l of the Commonwealth Court judges 

work out of H a r r i s b u r g . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: J u s t a 

f o l l o w - u p -¬

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: My 

c o l l e a g u e from P i t t s b u r g h i s not going t o l i k e 

t h a t v e r y much, but. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: J u s t a 

f o l l o w - u p t o the s e n i o r judges per diem of 

$522 per day, t h a t t h a t i n c l u d e s t h e i r 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , t h e i r -- t o cover t h e i r 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and t h e i r food, s u b s i s t e n c e , et 

c e t e r a ; i s t h a t c o r r e c t ? 

MS. McDIVITT: No, t h a t ' s e x t r a . 



We would pay f o r a c t u a l expenses. 
REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: So you are 

p a y i n g 522 per diem p l u s a c t u a l expenses? 

MS. McDIVITT: P l u s a c t u a l 

expenses, which are m i n i m a l . 
REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Which are 

m i n i m a l . How does t h a t compare t o o t h e r 

s t a t e s ? Do you have any id e a ? 

MS. McDIVITT: We haven't l o o k e d at 

o t h e r s t a t e s , but we do know t h a t i t ' s a l o t 

l e s s e x p e n s i v e t o use s e n i o r judges than i t i s 

t o use a c t i v e judges. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: R i g h t . 

MS. McDIVITT: And s e n i o r s w i l l go 

ac r o s s the s t a t e wherever we employ them. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Okay. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Most of 

the s e n i o r s work i n t h e i r own c o u n t i e s . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: R i g h t . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: They can 

go t o any county where we put them. For 

i n s t a n c e , we put Judge C l e l a n d up i n Centre 

County t o handle the Sandusky case, so h i s 

expenses are covered t h e r e a l s o out of our 

l i n e i t e m s . 



REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Okay. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: But 

m o s t l y , they work i n t h e i r own c o u n t i e s . 

A l t h o u g h i n Luzerne County, we had t o put 

about f i v e or s i x s e n i o r judges i n t h e r e 

because of the d i f f i c u l t i e s t hey had i n 

Luzerne County w i t h the c h i l d -- the two 

judges t h e r e . That would h e l p get them 

through because two of them got i n d i c t e d -¬

t h r e e of them got i n d i c t e d , s e v e r a l r e t i r e d , 

so. 

By the way, the Luzerne County 

s i t u a t i o n i s over as f a r as we are concerned. 

The -- a f t e r the -- Judge Grim had l o o k e d at 

every one of the k i d s who appeared i n f r o n t of 

C i a v a r e l l a and has asked us and we have agreed 

t o expunge the r e c o r d of every k i d who 

appeared i n f r o n t of C i a v a r e l l a . The 

l e g i s l a t u r e p r o v i d e d a fund t o compensate the 

v i c t i m s of the j u v e n i l e ' s crime, and Judge 

Grim has completed t h a t t a s k . 

So the number of c h i l d r e n who have 

r e c o r d s t h a t have been expunged, i t ' s 2,251; 

every c h i l d who appeared i n Luzerne County i n 

f r o n t of C i a v a r e l l a . 



There are ongoing f e d e r a l c i v i l 

t r i a l s which don't have much t o do w i t h us, 

but because of t h a t , we are out of Luzerne 

County. I t r e a l l y would r e l i e v e Judge Grim of 

a l l of h i s work t h e r e . 

And we are s t i l l a d d r e s s i n g the 

I n t e r b r a n c h J u v e n i l e J u s t i c e Commission i n 

which the l e g i s l a t u r e and the E x e c u t i v e Branch 

and us were t r i p a r t i t e e f f o r t s . We p r o b a b l y 

changed -- or added or m o d i f i e d about 13 

d i f f e r e n t j u v e n i l e r u l e s at t h i s t i m e . 

I t r e a l l y i s a b l i g h t on the S t a t e 

of PA and a r e a l b l i g h t on the J u d i c i a r y of 

PA. PA has g e n e r a l l y been r e c o g n i z e d 

n a t i o n a l l y as h a v i n g a good j u v e n i l e j u s t i c e 

system, and then we get something l i k e t h i s 

which causes us t o ta k e the a c t i o n t h a t we 

d i d . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARSICO: Okay. 

Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

Chairman. The next q u e s t i o n i s from 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Ron Waters of P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

REPRESENTATIVE WATERS: Thank you. 



Thank you, Chairmen. And thank you, C h i e f 

J u s t i c e , f o r b e i n g here today. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: You are 

welcome. 

REPRESENTATIVE WATERS: And I heard 

your statements t h a t you made about Luzerne 

County, what happened out t h e r e and the 

expungement. And I j u s t wanted t o say 

p u b l i c a l l y t h a t I a p p r e c i a t e your q u i c k 

response i n how you were working on t r y i n g t o 

c o r r e c t what t h a t county took away. And now 

you are t e l l i n g us t h a t the expungement took 

p l a c e t o p r o t e c t the r i g h t s of those j u v e n i l e s 

t h a t would have r e c o r d s , and pay the f i n e s 

t h a t took p l a c e . 

When we get i n t o the c o s t s a v i n g s 

of what has -- t h i s c o n v e r s a t i o n has come up 

w i t h about c o s t s a v i n g s , and I can't h e l p but 

t o t h i n k about the e f f e c t t h a t the war on 

drugs has had on the j u d i c i a l system. 

And then on the o t h e r hand, f o r 

i n s t a n c e i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , the D.A. t h e r e , Seth 

W i l l i a m s , has p u b l i c l y s a i d t h a t he does not 

want t o pursue l o w - l e v e l drug cases, 

e s p e c i a l l y when i t comes down t o n o n v i o l e n t 



o f f e n s e s ; and t o decrease the c a s e l o a d t h e r e , 

which i n e f f e c t w i l l f r e e up the c o u r t s t o be 

a b l e t o handle more p u b l i c s a f e t y , c r i m i n a l 

b e h a v i o r , t h a t would p r o b a b l y c o n c e n t r a t e on 

more people who i n c a r c e r a t i o n i s d e f i n i t e l y 

needed. 

Have you had the chance over your 

c a r e e r , your d i s t i n g u i s h e d c a r e e r , t o l o o k at 

some of the l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t has been 

i n t r o d u c e d here i n the G e n e r a l Assembly, by 

the G e n e r a l Assembly, t o see i f t h e r e are some 

changes w i t h the mandatory sentences? That 

maybe we c o u l d approach bad b e h a v i o r i n a way 

where we would not n e c e s s a r i l y p u n i s h the 

people who d i d a crime t h a t makes us -- t h a t 

upsets us more. The people t h a t we are mad 

a t , l e t ' s say i t l i k e t h a t , and j u s t 

c o n c e n t r a t e on people who are j u s t -- who are 

t r u l y c r i m i n a l s . Have you had a chance t o 

l o o k at the l e g i s l a t i o n ? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Yeah, I 

t h i n k every time I have come here. In 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , they have a d i v e r s i o n program 

f o r s m a l l amounts of m a r i j u a n a . I am not sure 

e x a c t l y how i t works, but i t ' s -- In 



P h i l a d e l p h i a , i t ' s l i k e a couple thousand 

cases a year t h a t they t a k e out of the system 

and put them i n a d i v e r s i o n c o u r t ; a s m a l l 

f i n e , whatever. I t ' s almost l i k e a t r a f f i c 

t i c k e t . That's f o r s m a l l amounts of 

m a r i j u a n a . 

I have always s a i d t h a t these 

mandatory minimums f o r n o n v i o l e n t crimes are 

p r o b a b l y -- the l e g i s l a t u r e has gone overb o a r d 

i n d o i n g t h a t . And I was o r i g i n a l l y one who 

pushed mandatory minimums f o r c e r t a i n c r i m e s , 

or e s p e c i a l l y f o r v i o l e n t c r i m e s , when I was 

D i s t r i c t A t t o r n e y i n P h i l a d e l p h i a . But I have 

r e a l l y come t o l o o k at i t i n a d i f f e r e n t l i g h t 

f o r n o n v i o l e n t c r i m e s . 

You are l o a d i n g up the p r i s o n s on 

these mandatories. You are l o a d i n g them up 

w i t h i n d i v i d u a l s who might be a b l e t o r e c e i v e 

t r e a t m e n t , or who are not g o i n g t o go i n -¬

they are not going t o be i n p r i s o n . And 

p r i s o n g e n e r a l l y i s not v e r y h e l p f u l t o the 

i n d i v i d u a l s who go t h e r e because of the 

s i t u a t i o n t h a t they are i n , so t h e r e ought t o 

be d i v e r s i o n programs f o r those k i n d s of 

cases. 



The system has what I t h i n k i s 

a p p r o p r i a t e f o r judges. There i s a l e v e l -¬

There are s e n t e n c i n g g u i d e l i n e s t h a t they have 

t h a t a p p l y t o every case, every judge. The 

judge has t o sentence an i n d i v i d u a l w i t h i n 

these g u i d e l i n e s . And i f he doesn't, the 

D.A. a p p e a l s . I f he s e t s something below the 

g u i d e l i n e s , the c r i m i n a l ' s a t t o r n e y can 

a p p e a l . So t h a t t h e r e ought t o be more 

d i s c r e t i o n upon these n o n v i o l e n t c r i m e s , g i v e n 

t o judges i n the S t a t e of PA, so t h a t they can 

mete-out the c o r r e c t punishment. 

And you know, f r a n k l y , I say t h e r e 

are c e r t a i n i n d i v i d u a l s t h a t get the mandatory 

minimums t h a t s h o u l d n ' t have them, so we w i l l 

be l o o k i n g at c h a l l e n g e s t o the mandatory 

minimums. But b a s i c a l l y , i t ' s the l e g i s l a t u r e 

w r i t e s the punishment, so the b a l l i s k i n d of 

i n your c o u r t - u n l e s s we get a p p r o p r i a t e case 

l e v e l f o r us. 

REPRESENTATIVE WATERS: Yeah. So I 

thank you f o r t h a t response. 

In the o t h e r chamber, Senator 

G r e e n l e a f , who has taken an a c t i o n , has taken 

some l e g i s l a t i v e a c t i o n t o t r y t o address some 



of the concerns t h a t you have, t o o , about how 

t o handle -- how t o b e t t e r handle and p r o v i d e 

a s e r v i c e t o these l o w - l e v e l drug o f f e n d e r s or 

n o n v i o l e n t p e o p l e , w i t h t r e a t m e n t , so t h a t 

t h e y can t u r n t h e i r l i f e around, and perhaps 

c o n t i n u e working, be a b l e t o be p r o d u c t i v e 

c i t i z e n s . 

And i n some cases, you are b r e a k i n g 

up f a m i l i e s when you do t h i s . 

And i t hasn't -- A c t u a l l y the 

tougher c r i m e s , i t hasn't t a k e n p l a c e ; i t 

hasn't reduced. L e t ' s say we've got seven 

times more people i n c a r c e r a t e d now than we d i d 

back i n 1980, put on the s t r e e t s , on a second 

t r y of s a v i n g them. So how do we produce 

b e t t e r c i t i z e n s , i s what I'm -- I guess I am 

t r y i n g t o say, so t h a t we c a p t u r e them at the 

r i g h t time and they can t u r n t h e i r l i f e around 

and put them back on t r a c k ? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: W e l l , on 

the drug s i t u a t i o n , I was a p p o i n t e d , by the 

f i r s t P r e s i d e n t Bush, t o a P r e s i d e n t i a l 

N a t i o n a l Commission t h a t r eviewed the drug 

s i t u a t i o n . And i t i n c l u d e d d i s t r i c t 

a t t o r n e y s , p o l i c e , t r e a t m e n t p e o p l e , e l e c t e d 



o f f i c i a l s . And we went around the U n i t e d 

S t a t e s and l o o k e d at d i f f e r e n t programs. And 

at the end, everybody--the p o l i c e o f f i c e r s , 

the D.A.s--everybody agreed on these 

n o n v i o l e n t type drug cases, t h a t t reatment i s 

the way t o go. 

That was everybody. That was 

unanimous, unanimous o p i n i o n of our 

P r e s i d e n t i a l Commission. So I s t i l l h o l d t h a t 

o p i n i o n f o r n o n v i o l e n t drug d e a l e r s and, 

r e a l l y , n o n v i o l e n t c r i m i n a l s . 

REPRESENTATIVE WATERS: W e l l , my 

l a s t q u e s t i o n t o you on the f i r s t round -- I 

don't know i f the Chairman i s going t o a l l o w 

second round q u e s t i o n s . 

Some of us here, as l e g i s l a t o r s , 

don't want t o appear t o be s o f t on crime, so 

some of t h i s s t u f f t h a t has taken p l a c e i s 

based on not a p p e a r i n g t o be s o f t on crime. 

And i n many cases, i t would be 

h e l p f u l i f we had someone of your c r e d e n t i a l s , 

and o t h e r s , who would share i n making sure 

t h a t the p u b l i c understands t h a t t h i s i s -- we 

do s t u f f t o t r y t o b e t t e r handle the unwanted, 

bad b e h a v i o r . That's not n e c e s s a r i l y b e i n g 



s o l v e d at the moment. T h i s i s more, you know, 

t r y i n g t o f i x the problem r a t h e r than t o back 

i t , the b i l l and problem up, and send 

l o w - l e v e l drug o f f e n d e r s t o j a i l . I f they 

come i n and they are not v i o l e n t - by the time 

t h e y come out, they w i l l p r o b a b l y become then, 

i n many cases, s o c i a l l y . 

So w i t h your h e l p i n areas l i k e 

t h a t , and o t h e r s , i t w i l l be h e l p f u l w i t h 

sending the r i g h t message out. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , j u s t by c o i n c i d e n c e , the 

Governor has a p p o i n t e d the E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r 

of our P r e s i d e n t i a l Commission, Gary Tennis, 

who d i d a l l of the legwork f o r us when we were 

the P r e s i d e n t i a l Commission. And the Governor 

has a p p o i n t e d him t o a c t u a l l y l o o k i n t o the 

treatment s i d e of the e q u a t i o n , so. 

His name i s Gary Te n n i s . H e ' l l be 

v e r y a c t i v e . And he's v e r y p a s s i o n a t e , so I 

t h i n k your concerns, you might want t o b r i n g 

t o Mr. T e n n i s . 

REPRESENTATIVE WATERS: Mr. T e n n i s . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: And you 

have my t e s t i m o n y . I w i l l g i v e you the book, 



t o o , from -- I t h i n k i t was 1994 when we came 

t o t h a t c o n c l u s i o n . 

REPRESENTATIVE WATERS: Thank you. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMIAN ADOLPH: I thank you, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . There are no f u r t h e r 

q u e s t i o n s from the f i r s t round. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Waters, i f you would l i k e t o 

c o n t i n u e your q u e s t i o n i n g , you c e r t a i n l y may. 

REPRESENTATIVE WATERS: Oh, good. 

That's good. Or not. I don't know. 

C h i e f J u s t i c e C a s t i l l e , i n 

f o l l o w i n g i n t h a t l i n e of q u e s t i o n i n g -¬

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: I f you c o u l d 

speak up j u s t a l i t t l e l o u d e r , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ? 

I t h i n k the C h i e f J u s t i c e would a p p r e c i a t e i t . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE WATERS: Thank you. 

Let me say -- W e l l , l e t me j u s t -- I had 

another one, but I had a moment of breakdown. 

I want t o t a l k about something e l s e 

d e a l i n g w i t h the c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e system. We 

have had some c o u n t i e s t h a t they have enacted 

t h e i r own laws. That many have s a i d t h a t t h i s 

s h o u l d -- C o u n t i e s don't have the a u t h o r i t y t o 



enact c e r t a i n laws, and they have done i t 

anyway, from county l e g i s l a t i o n (phonetic) t o 

the use of -- and motor v e h i c l e l e g i s l a t i o n , 

f o r two. I don't know how many more they 

might have enacted. That they s a i d t h i s 

s h o u l d be s t a t e w i d e . 

The c o u n t i e s have enacted and then 

d e c i d e d t h a t they wanted t o do what they 

thought was n e c e s s a r y f o r -- n e c e s s a r y and i n 

t h e i r b e s t i n t e r e s t s . And I want t o ask you, 

how have the c o u r t s handled t h i s i n terms of 

the d i f f e r e n c e between what s h o u l d be enacted 

by the s t a t e or what the c o u n t i e s get t o 

de c i d e what they do? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: W e l l , 

b a s i c a l l y , we don't do a n y t h i n g u n l e s s i t ' s 

brought t o us, so i t has t o come t o us i n the 

form of a case. 

We don't i s s u e , what they c a l l , 

d e c l a r a t o r y judgments o r , r e a l l y , o p i n i o n s , so 

i t has t o be an i s s u e . And then i t w i l l come 

t o us and we w i l l see i f the c o u n t i e s have 

ov e r s t e p p e d t h e i r l e g i s l a t i v e bounds. And we 

w i l l r e v i e w i t on the g i v e n law and the 

h i s t o r y of the law. 



But b a s i c a l l y , the s t a t e c o n t r o l s 

the c o u n t i e s , l e g i s l a t i v e l y s p e a k i n g , so. 

They o v e r s t e p t h e i r bounds, and somebody 

b r i n g s i t t o us i n the form of a case, then we 

w i l l t a k e the a p p r o p r i a t e a c t i o n . 

REPRESENTATIVE WATERS: So i f t h a t 

wasn't happening, i f someone had the a b i l i t y , 

b o t h , and a c t u a l l y as w e l l as they thought 

about c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y the r i g h t t o ap p e a l , 

and i t does, reaches your l e v e l of the 

j u d i c i a r y system, would an o p i n i o n come back 

t o t h a t county or throughout the s t a t e , the 

c o u n t i e s , t h a t i f t h i s s h o u l d -- about how 

t h a t i s handled? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Any 

o p i n i o n t h a t we i s s u e , i t c o u l d be a s p e c i f i c 

county or a s p e c i f i c case, but i t a p p l i e s 

a c r o s s the e n t i r e s t a t e , so. I t j u s t depends 

on what the i s s u e i s . And i t may come, a r i s e 

from a county. But when we r u l e d on i t , we 

o f f e r our o p i n i o n , and i t a p p l i e s t o t h a t 

s i t u a t i o n , the same s i t u a t i o n i n every county. 

REPRESENTATIVE WATERS: A l l r i g h t . 

Those were my q u e s t i o n s . Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. Thank you. 



CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Deb K u l a . 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

These p l a n s f o r the s t a t e t a k e o v e r 

of the c l e r k of c o u r t s and p r o t h o n o t a r i e s , 

where i s t h a t at t h i s time? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: That's i n 

our budget p r o p o s a l . I t ' s l i k e , I t h i n k , 

$8 m i l l i o n f o r t h i s f i s c a l y ear. E i g h t 

m i l l i o n . 

We would l i k e t o b r i n g them i n t o 

the system, t o u n i f y the system, t h a t j u s t as 

we a l r e a d y brought the c o u r t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s 

i n t o our system. But we r e a l i z e i t ' s 

d i f f i c u l t f i n a n c i a l t i m e s , so we are s t i l l 

l o o k i n g at ways t h a t i t would be p o s s i b l e t o 

absorb the p r o t h o n o t a r i e s and the c l e r k s of 

c o u r t s i n t o our system. So i t ' s s t i l l under 

r e v i e w . But, you know, $8 m i l l i o n i s a p r e t t y 

good chunk of money. 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: And t h a t 

would o n l y e n t a i l the a c t u a l c l e r k of c o u r t s 

and p r o t h o n o t a r y , not the e n t i r e o f f i c e ; i s 



t h a t c o r r e c t ? 
CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: So i t was 

-- would be some of t h e i r d e p u t i e s a l s o . 

I f we were t o tak e the -- We 

a c t u a l l y had a study of what i t would c o s t t o 

absorb the c l e r k s of c o u r t s , p r o t h o n o t a r i e s , 

and a l l of t h e i r s t a f f s . The c l e r k s of 

c o u r t s , the p r o t h o n o t a r i e s and some of t h e i r 

d e p u t i e s , the f i r s t go-round was about 

$8 m i l l i o n . I f we were going t o absorb a l l of 

them, we'd have some huge number. 

MR. PINES: 495, everybody. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: Four 

hundred n i n e t y - f i v e m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i f we took 

everybody i n t o the system, so. I f you would 

put $495 m i l l i o n i n t h a t l i n e i t e m , we would 

be a b l e t o , perhaps, c a r r y t h a t out. 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: Okay. And 

has t h e r e been any movement i n l o o k i n g i n t o 

any of the employees i n the o t h e r c o u r t 

o f f i c e s , such as the d i s t r i c t c o u r t s , or the 

judges' employees, Common P l e a s judges' 

employees? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: We have 

l o o k e d at t h a t . There i s a case t h a t i s s t i l l 



o u t s t a n d i n g by the county commissioners. I f 

we were t o u n i f y the e n t i r e c o u r t system, 

s i m i l a r t o New J e r s e y , i t would be upwards of 

$1.5 b i l l i o n , so. I f you put t h a t i n our l i n e 

i t e m a l s o , w e ' l l l o o k i n t o t h a t . 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: W e l l , I'm 

j u s t l o o k i n g at a -- I know you have done the 

c o u r t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . But, you know, when you 

are l o o k i n g at a a c t u a l j u d i c i a l o f f i c e , such 

as the d i s t r i c t c o u r t s , and those employees 

b e i n g county employees and the d i s t r i c t judge 

b e i n g a s t a t e employee, I mean, i t seems a 

l i t t l e more r a t i o n a l t r a n s i t i o n than maybe 

t a k i n g on another o f f i c e . I mean, i s t h a t 

more of a burden? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: You make a 

p o i n t . Your p o i n t i s w e l l t a k e n . I t ' s a l l 

about how we are g o i n g t o pay f o r t h a t , who's 

going t o pay f o r i t . The $470 m i l l i o n , we 

c o l l e c t from the c r i m i n a l c o s t s . And f e e s i s 

not going t o pay f o r i t . And i t ' s c l o s e t o 

1.6 or 1.7 b i l l i o n , i f we t a k e everybody; 

judges, s t a f f , the a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , i f we t a k e 

a l l of them i n t o the system. 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: But you may 



be moving c l o s e r as you e l i m i n a t e some of the 

c o u r t s . I mean, as you are combining c o u r t s 

and, you know, c u t t i n g , r e d u c i n g the numbers, 

does i t l o o k l i k e maybe t h a t c o u l d be a 

p o s s i b i l i t y ? 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: I t c o u l d 

be a p o s s i b i l i t y . 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: Okay. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: 

P r o b a b i l i t y i s the q u e s t i o n , though. 

REPRESENTATIVE KULA: I guess those 

are two d i f f e r e n t a d j e c t i v e s . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLF: Thank you, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . I b e l i e v e t h a t ' s the l a s t 

q u e s t i o n t h a t the committee members have. I 

want t o thank the members f o r t h e i r 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n and t h e i r c o o p e r a t i o n . 

I would l i k e t o thank the 

J u d i c i a r y , and e s p e c i a l l y the C h i e f J u s t i c e 

f o r h i s t e s t i m o n y today. 

I have r e c e i v e d your budget 

r e q u e s t . I don't have t o t e l l you the s t a t e 

of the economy here i n PA and i t s s t r u g g l i n g 

revenues. We w i l l l o o k i n t o your r e q u e s t and 

do e v e r y t h i n g we can t o honor your r e q u e s t . 



CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: I f you 

would p e r m i t me t o say one t h i n g ? L a s t year, 

when we p r e s e n t e d t o the l e g i s l a t u r e , we d i d 

r e c e i v e an i n c r e a s e i n our budget which was 

c e r t a i n l y a p p r e c i a t e d . And we b e l i e v e t h a t 

members of the Senate and the House, and then 

l a t e r on the Governor, saw the p a r t i c u l a r 

needs. And t h a t was the f i r s t i n c r e a s e we 

have had i n our budget s i n c e Governor R e n d e l l 

was the -¬

MS. McDIVITT: I t ' s been seven 

y e a r s . 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: About 

seven y e a r s , so. I d i d want t o e s p e c i a l l y 

mention t h a t t o the committee. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Yeah, I b e l i e v e 

t h a t was about $22 m i l l i o n , an 8-percent 

i n c r e a s e . And we r e a l i z e d t h a t , over the 

p r e v i o u s y e a r s , you know, you have t h i s 

computer r e v . account t h a t had been p a y i n g f o r 

some expenses. That, you know, the computer 

account had b u i l t up an excess over the years 

and so f o r t h , and we un d e r s t a n d how t h a t was 

working. 

On a note--because I know t h e r e are 



r e p o r t e r s i n the room and I don't want t h i s 

$522 t o become the h e a d l i n e of the day-- I 

t h i n k you were t r y i n g t o say how much the 

s e n i o r judge saves the c o u r t system. And you 

would p r o b a b l y be b e t t e r o f f p u t t i n g t h a t 

d o l l a r amount of how much a s e n i o r judge saves 

the c o u r t system r a t h e r than a s i t t i n g judge. 

Rather than s a y i n g they work f o r 1100 hours -¬

or 1100 days w i t h o u t compensation; the average 

person i n PA would not t h i n k t h a t i s no 

compensation. J u s t an e d i t o r i a l t o the 

h i g h e s t J u d i c i a r y i n the l a n d . Thank you. 

CHIEF JUSTICE CASTILLE: We 

a p p r e c i a t e t h a t , and thank the members f o r 

your t i m e . 

CHAIRMIAN ADOLF: Thank you. 

(At 12:15 p.m., the h e a r i n g 

concluded.) 
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