
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 

THE MAIN CAPITOL 
ROOM 140 

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 2012 
9:15 A.M. 

PUBLIC HEARING 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

BEFORE: 

HONORABLE WILLIAM F. ADOLPH, JR., CHAIRMAN 
HONORABLE JOSEPH F. MARKOSEK 
HONORABLE JOHN BEAR 
HONORABLE MARTIN T. CAUSER 
HONORABLE GARY DAY 
HONORABLE GORDON DENLINGER 
HONORABLE BRIAN L. E L L I S 
HONORABLE MAUREE GINGRICH 
HONORABLE GLEN R. GRELL 
HONORABLE DAVID R. MILLARD 
HONORABLE T. MARK MUSTIO 
HONORABLE BERNIE O'NEILL 
HONORABLE MIKE PEIFER 
HONORABLE SCOTT A. PETRI 
HONORABLE TINA PICKETT 



CONTINUED: 

HONORABLE JEFFREY P. PYLE 
HONORABLE THOMAS QUIGLEY 
HONORABLE MARIO M. SCAVELLO 
HONORABLE CURTIS G. SONNEY 
HONORABLE MATTHEW D. BRADFORD 
HONORABLE MICHELLE F.BROWNLEE 
HONORABLE H. SCOTT CONKLIN 
HONORABLE PAUL COSTA 
HONORABLE DEBERAH KULA 
HONORABLE TIM MAHONEY 
HONORABLE MICHAEL H. O'BRIEN 
HONORABLE CHERELLE L. PARKER 
HONORABLE JOHN P. SABATINA, JR. 
HONORABLE STEVE SAMUELSON 
HONORABLE MATTHEW SMITH 
HONORABLE GREG VI T A L I 
HONORABLE RONALD G. WATERS 

ALSO PRESENT: 

HONORABLE KERRY A. BENNINGHOFF 
HONORABLE MATTHEW E. BAKER 
HONORABLE MARK M. GILLEN 
HONORABLE PAUL I . CLYMER 
HONORABLE MATT GABLER 
HONORABLE DICK L. HESS 
HONORABLE GENE DiGIROLAMO 
HONORABLE MARK K. KELLER 
HONORABLE JERRY STERN 
HONORABLE E L I EVANKOVICH 
HONORABLE DOYLE HEFFLEY 
HONORABLE RICHARD A. GEIST 
HONORABLE KATHARINE WATSON 
HONORABLE WILLIAM C. KORTZ, I I 
HONORABLE JOHN MYERS 
HONORABLE PAMELA A. DeLISSIO 
HONORABLE BABETTE JOSEPHS 
HONORABLE JAKE WHEATLEY 
HONORABLE MARK LONGIETTI 

EDWARD NOLAN, MAJORITY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
MIRIAM FOX, MINORITY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

BRENDA S. H^ I L T O N , RPR 
REPORTER - NOTARY PUBLIC 



INDEX 

NAME PAGE 

BARRY SCHOCH, SECRETARY 8 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 



P R O C E E D I N G S 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Good m o r n i n g , 

e v e r y o n e . I wo u l d l i k e t o c a l l t o o r d e r t h e House 

A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Committee budget h e a r i n g . T h i s 

m o r n i n g ' s budget h e a r i n g i s on t h e Department o f 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

I ' d j u s t l i k e t o go o v e r some 

h o u s e k e e p i n g b e f o r e we get s t a r t e d . Those t h a t have 

e l e c t r o n i c equipment, B l a c k B e r r i e s , i P h o n e s , i P a d s , 

c o u l d you p l e a s e p u t them on v i b r a t e so we can have a 

n i c e c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h t h e S e c r e t a r y . 

We're g o i n g t o go t h r o u g h some b r i e f 

i n t r o d u c t i o n s o f t h e members and some o t h e r members 

o f t h e House t h a t a r e a l s o p r e s e n t . 

So w i t h o u t f u r t h e r ado my name i s B i l l 

A d o l p h . I'm t h e R e p u b l i c a n C h a i r o f t h e House 

A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Committee and I l i v e i n Delaware 

County. 

To my l e f t . 

EXEC. DIR. NOLAN: Ed N o l a n , e x e c u t i v e 

d i r e c t o r , A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Committee. 

MR. CLARK: Dan C l a r k , c h i e f c o u n s e l , 

t h e R e p u b l i c a n A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Committee. 

REP. GEIST: R i c k G e i s t , and I'm t h e 



S e c r e t a r y ' s d r i v e r . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: R i c k G e i s t , f o r t h o s e 

w a t c h i n g , i s t h e House R e p u b l i c a n C h a i r o f t h e 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee. 

REP. DAY: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Gary Day, 

L e h i g h and B e r k s County. 

REP. GRELL: Good m o r n i n g . G l e n G r e l l , 

8 7 t h D i s t r i c t , Cumberland County. 

REP. MUSTIO: Good m o r n i n g . Mark 

M u s t i o , A l l e g h e n y County. 

REP. PYLE: Good m o r n i n g . J e f f P y l e , 

A r m s t r o n g and I n d i a n a C o u n t i e s . 

REP. DENLINGER: Good m o r n i n g . Good 

m o r n i n g . Gordon D e n l i n g e r from e a s t e r n L a n c a s t e r 

County. 

REP. PEIFER: Good m o r n i n g . Mark 

P e i f e r , P i k e County. 

REP. MILLARD: Dave M i l l a r d , C o l u m b i a 

County. 

REP. BEAR: John B e a r , L a n c a s t e r 

County. 

REP. O'NEILL: B e r n i e O ' N e i l l , Bucks 

County. 

REP. QUIGLEY: Tom Q u i g l e y from 

Montgomery County. 



REP. PETRI: S c o t t P e t r i , Bucks County. 

REP. SONNEY: Good m o r n i n g . C u r t 

Sonney, E r i e County. 

REP. CAUSER: Good m o r n i n g . M a r t y 

C a u s e r , McKean, P o t t e r , and Cameron C o u n t i e s . 

REP. GINGRICH: Welcome. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Mauree G i n g r i c h from Lebanon County. 

REP. PICKETT: T i n a P i c k e t t , B r a d f o r d , 

S u l l i v a n , and Susquehanna C o u n t i e s . 

REP. SCAVELLO: Good m o r n i n g . M a r i o 

S c a v e l l o , 1 76th D i s t r i c t , Monroe County. 

REP. V I T A L I : Greg V i t a l i , Montgomery 

County. 

REP. MARKOSEK: Good m o r n i n g . I'm S t a t e 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Joe Markosek, A l l e g h e n y and 

Westmoreland C o u n t i e s , and I'm t h e D e m o c r a t i c 

Chairman o f t h e House A p p r o p r i a t i o n s County. 

EXEC. DIR. FOX: M i r i a m Fox, e x e c u t i v e 

d i r e c t o r f o r t h e D e m o c r a t i c House A p p r o p r i a t i o n s 

Committee. 

REP. WATERS: Ron Water s , P h i l a d e l p h i a 

and Delaware C o u n t i e s . 

REP. LONGIETTI: H e l l o . Mark L o n g i e t t i 

from M e r c e r County. 

REP. PARKER: C h e r e l l e P a r k e r , 



P h i l a d e l p h i a County. 

REP. BROWNLEE: M i c h e l l e B r o w n l e e , 

P h i l a d e l p h i a County. 

REP. KULA: Deberah K u l a , F a y e t t e and 

Westmoreland C o u n t i e s . 

REP. SMITH: M a t t S m i t h , A l l e g h e n y 

County. 

REP. PAUL COSTA: Good m o r n i n g , 

e v e r y b o d y , and Happy Leap Day. I'm P a u l C o s t a from 

A l l e g h e n y County. 

REP. SABATINA: John S a b a t i n a f rom 

P h i l a d e l p h i a County. 

REP. BRADFORD: M a t t B r a d f o r d f rom 

Montgomery County. 

REP. MAHONEY: Tim Mahoney from F a y e t t e 

County. 

REP. O'BRIEN: M i k e O ' B r i e n from 

P h i l a d e l p h i a County. 

REP. MARKOSEK: We a l s o have s e v e r a l 

g u e s t s w i t h us t o d a y . A l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d was Mark 

L o n g i e t t i . A l s o w i t h us i s R e p r e s e n t a t i v e B i l l K o r t z 

from A l l e g h e n y County and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Pam D e L i s s i o 

from P h i l a d e l p h i a County. 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, Chairman. 



A l s o j o i n i n g us i s R e p r e s e n t a t i v e D i c k 

Hess, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Watson, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C lymer, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mark K e l l e r and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e E l i 

E v a n k o v i c h . 

Welcome. My p l e a s u r e t o i n t r o d u c e o ur 

S e c r e t a r y o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , B a r r y Schoch. B a r r y , 

good m o r n i n g . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Good m o r n i n g . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: N i c e t o have you h e r e . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Good t o be h e r e . 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Would you l i k e t o make 

some b r i e f o p e n i n g comments? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: S u r e . Perhaps I can 

j u s t g i v e you a b i t o f a s t a t e o f t h e s t a t e o f where 

we a r e i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n b e f o r e we g e t s t a r t e d on t h e 

q u e s t i o n and answer. 

Maybe I ' l l s t a r t w i t h t h e Mo t h e r N a t u r e 

u p d a t e . I t ' s been an i n t e r e s t i n g y e a r f o r us i n 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . As many o f you know your d i s t r i c t s 

were a f f e c t e d by t h e f l o o d s t h i s f a l l f r o m t h e 

t r o p i c a l s t o r m and t h e h u r r i c a n e . 

We i n c u r r e d about $120 m i l l i o n i n 

damage, about 559 r o a d c l o s u r e s , 138 b r i d g e 

c l o s u r e s . U n e x p e c t e d i n t h e f a l l c e r t a i n l y f o r t h a t 



t i m e o f t h e y e a r w i t h t h a t k i n d o f expense. 

I'm v e r y p r o u d o f t h e men and women o f 

our d e p artment i n r e s p o n d i n g t o t h a t and g e t t i n g a l l 

b u t one r o a d open and a l l b u t t e n b r i d g e s opened t o 

t r a f f i c and t h e y r e s p o n d e d q u i t e q u i c k l y . 

However, we have had -- on t h e f l i p s i d e 

o f M o t h e r N a t u r e , we have had a m i l d w i n t e r . And i f 

we're f o r t u n a t e o v e r t h e l a s t month o f w i n t e r , we 

b e l i e v e t h e e x t r a c o s t s we i n c u r r e d i n t h e f a l l we 

a c t u a l l y m i g h t make up by a l o w e r w i n t e r c o s t . 

Maybe no t f u l l y . But a t l e a s t have a 

good dent i n what was u n e x p e c t e d i n terms o f 

e x p e n d i t u r e s i n t h e f a l l . 

So I j u s t t h o u g h t p e r h a p s you'd be 

i n t e r e s t e d i n t h a t r e l a t i v e t o where we a r e on t h e 

m a i n t e n a n c e s i d e . 

On t h e o v e r a l l c a p i t a l s i d e , t h e r e ' s a 

c o u p l e o f components, I t h i n k , t o draw your a t t e n t i o n 

t o b e f o r e we g e t i n t o d i s c u s s i o n s t o d a y . 

One, f e d e r a l f u n d i n g . R e a u t h o r i z a t i o n 

has been e x t e n d e d m u l t i p l e t i m e s a t t h e f e d e r a l 

l e v e l . There a r e b i l l s coming out o f t h e House and 

S enate t h a t a r e c o n f l i c t i n g i n b o t h d u r a t i o n , i n 

f u n d i n g l e v e l s , and i n p o l i c y . 

The c u r r e n t e x p i r a t i o n i s t h e end o f 



March o f t h e f e d e r a l a u t h o r i z a t i o n . I t ' s our 

e x p e c t a t i o n t h a t a t b e s t we w i l l see a c o n t i n u e d 

r e s o l u t i o n o r a s h o r t - t e r m e x t e n s i o n . I c o u l d be 

wrong, b u t e i t h e r way we're -- t h e t h i n g s we're 

g e t t i n g out o f W a s h i n g t o n a r e l e v e l f u n d i n g a t b e s t 

f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . Meaning l e v e l f o r s t a t e 

f u n d i n g . 

A t one t i m e we were h e a r i n g about a 30 

p e r c e n t c u t , w h i c h w o u l d have been d e v a s t a t i n g , about 

t h r e e t o f i v e h u n d r e d m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n c u t s . Now 

we're h e a r i n g l e v e l f u n d i n g . 

But w e ' l l see where t h a t goes. But 

r i g h t now t h a t ' s p e n d i n g . The n e x t a c t i o n i s 

r e q u i r e d by t h e end o f M arch. 

On t h e s t a t e f u n d i n g s i d e , y o u ' l l see 

t h a t we're d r o p p i n g about a t o t a l o f 500 m i l l i o n i n 

u n e x p e c t e d e x p e n d i t u r e s g o i n g f o r w a r d . The 

c o m b i n a t i o n o f t h e b r i d g e -- a c c e l e r a t e d b r i d g e bond 

b i l l e n d i n g . 

The l a s t y e a r was $200 m i l l i o n , t h i s 

c u r r e n t f i s c a l y e a r . G o i n g i n t o n e x t y e a r t h a t w i l l 

end. So we w o u l d drop 200 m i l l i o n , and w e ' l l have 

$60 m i l l i o n o f d e b t s e r v i c e on t h e f o u r $200 m i l l i o n 

b r i d g e b i l l s t h a t we d i d . 

So t h e c o m b i n a t i o n o f t h a t r e d u c e s 



s p e n d i n g g o i n g f o r w a r d . And t h e n we had about $300 

m i l l i o n o f , I ' l l s ay, o n e - t i m e a v a i l a b l e s p e n d i n g f o r 

p r o j e c t s t h a t were c a n c e l l e d o r d e f e r r e d because o f 

t h e i n a b i l i t y t o f u n d them l o n g t e r m . 

We reprogrammed t h a t and d e l i v e r e d a 

number o f b r i d g e s and pavement programs. That $300 

m i l l i o n i s gone. The r e m a i n d e r o f t h e ARRA s p e n d i n g 

i s g o i n g away. So we're f o r e c a s t i n g about $500 

m i l l i o n l e s s g o i n g f o r w a r d . 

On t h e f l i p s i d e , I do want t o p o i n t o ut 

t h a t I ' d encourage you, i f you h a v e n ' t done so, t o 

t a k e a l o o k a t our web page and l o o k a t t h e 

m o d e r n i z a t i o n s i t e on our w e b s i t e . 

I c i r c u l a t e d t o t h e C h a i r s and -- and 

l e a d e r s h i p , and h o p e f u l l y a l l o f you have seen our 

m o d e r n i z a t i o n e f f o r t s . We're q u i t e p r o u d o f s e v e r a l 

t h i n g s t h a t we've a c c o m p l i s h e d t h i s y e a r . 

One o f w h i c h , I'm s u r e a l l o f you, 

because many o f you c o n t a c t me, g e t q u e s t i o n s from 

d e v e l o p e r s r e l a t e -- r e l a t e d t o highway o c c u p a n c y 

p e r m i t s . 

I n t h e p a s t t h e y may have been -- t h e 

a v e r a g e was about 60 da y s . I t was v e r y u n c e r t a i n as 

t o t h e t i m e frame t h e y w o u l d g e t a c t i o n from u s . 

We've gone t o e l e c t r o n i c p e r m i t t i n g 



where t h e a p p l i c a n t s s u b m i t t h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n 

o n l i n e . They can v i e w t h e p r o g r e s s o n l i n e . We 

changed o ur management a p p r o a c h t o a -- t o push t h e 

s e r v i c e - o r i e n t e d a p p r o a c h on management. We've 

dro p p e d o ur av e r a g e r e v i e w t i m e from o v e r 60 days t o 

under 30 day s . And l a s t y e a r -- i n t h i s c u r r e n t y e a r 

we've p r o c e s s e d 9 8 - a n d - a - h a l f p e r c e n t o f our 

a p p l i c a t i o n s i n under 30 d a y s . 

And I b e l i e v e t h a t makes us a b e t t e r 

b u s i n e s s p a r t n e r f o r our p r i v a t e s e c t o r c o m m u n i t i e s . 

They now have c e r t a i n t y i n government a c t i o n when 

t h e y come t o t h e d e p a r t m e n t . 

There a r e o t h e r m o d e r n i z a t i o n e f f o r t s 

t h a t a r e on our w e b s i t e t h a t you can l o o k a t , b u t I 

wo u l d j u s t t e l l you t h a t i t d o e s n ' t s t o p t o d a y . 

We have I d e a L i n k w h i c h i s a web-based 

t o o l f o r our own employees t o su b m i t i d e a s . We've 

had o v e r 500 i d e a s s u b m i t t e d t o us from o ur own 

employees t h a t w i l l i m prove o p e r a t i o n s and r e d u c e 

c o s t s . We've im p l e m e n t e d o v e r 70 o f t h o s e a l r e a d y . 

We e x p e c t t o do more i n t h e f u t u r e . 

We a l s o have a S t a t e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I n n o v a t i o n C o u n c i l -- C o u n c i l t h a t we s e t up w i t h t h e 

F e d e r a l Highway A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and p r i v a t e s e c t o r 

p a r t n e r s . 



The i d e a o f b o t h o f t h o s e i s t o 

c o n s i s t e n t l y push t h e e n v e l o p e on i n n o v a t i o n . 

Most o f my c a r e e r , as you a l l know, was 

i n t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r . I n t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r y o u ' r e 

l o o k i n g f o r i n n o v a t i o n t o i n c r e a s e y o u r r e v e n u e s , 

i n c r e a s e y o u r p r o f i t m a r g i n , o r s i m p l y t o s t a y a l i v e , 

t o make s u r e you s t a y ahead o f your c o m p e t i t o r s . 

From our s i d e we want t o p r e s s t h e 

i n n o v a t i o n t o make s u r e t h a t you know and your 

c o n s t i t u e n t s know t h a t e v e r y d o l l a r t h e y g i v e us i s 

w e l l i n v e s t e d and we're p u s h i n g t h e e n v e l o p e i n 

d e l i v e r i n g t h e b e s t we can, h i g h q u a l i t y a t t h e 

l o w e s t p o s s i b l e c o s t . 

And t h o s e two m o d e r n i z a t i o n e f f o r t s , 

I d e a L i n k and t h e I n n o v a t i o n C o u n c i l , I b e l i e v e w i l l 

c o n t i n u a l l y push us t o make s u r e we're d o i n g j u s t 

t h a t . 

So I -- I a p p r e c i a t e v e r y much b e i n g 

h e r e t o d a y and l o o k f o r w a r d t o your q u e s t i o n s on b o t h 

our budget and a n y t h i n g about t r a n s p o r t a t i o n you'd 

l i k e t o ask me. 

And I a p p r e c i a t e v e r y much t h e 

r e l a t i o n s h i p we have w i t h each one o f you i n our 

d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s and t h o s e o f you t h a t I've worked 

w i t h d i r e c t l y . 



CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

Mr. S e c r e t a r y . And I know I speak f o r e v e r y o n e 

h e r e . We want t o c o n g r a t u l a t e you on a j o b w e l l done 

d u r i n g t h e f l o o d s . 

You know, PennDOT sometimes g e t s t h e 

b r u n t o f d i s g r u n t l e d t a x p a y e r s , b u t t h e y d i d a g r e a t 

j o b i n an emergency. So we thank you f o r t h a t and 

a l l t h e PennDOT employees. 

I have two q u e s t i o n s . One i s r e l a t e d t o 

th e mar -- t h e r e c e n t l y p a s s e d M a r c e l l u s s h a l e l o c a l 

i m p a c t f e e . How w i l l t h a t a f f e c t y o u r b udget? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , t h e r e ' s two 

components i t w i l l a f f e c t . One i s a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s 

a y e a r , a g a i n , a s s u ming t h a t t h e c o u n t i e s p a s s t h e 

l e g i s l a t i o n -- o r pa s s t h e f e e s . 

The m i l l i o n d o l l a r s a y e a r w i l l be 

a v a i l a b l e f o r r a i l i n v e s t m e n t , w h i c h i s a b i g t h i n g 

up i n t h a t a r e a . We've been i n v e s t i n g w i t h o ur r a i l 

f r e i g h t a s s i s t a n c e program and -- and our r a i l 

c a p i t a l program m i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s , c o u p l i n g w i t h 

p r i v a t e i n v e s t m e n t , and i t ' s been v e r y e f f e c t i v e . 

T h e r e's been a huge i n c r e a s e o f r a i l 

s h i pment up i n t h e M a r c e l l u s s h a l e r e g i o n . Which 

g e t s -- i t ' s g r e a t . I t g e t s t r u c k s o f f t h e r o a d . 

Moves i t e f f i c i e n t l y f o r t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r . And 



i t ' s good f o r a l l o f u s . 

So one component w i l l be t h a t w e ' l l have 

a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s a y e a r f o r -- t o match p r i v a t e 

i n v e s t m e n t i n t h a t c o r r i d o r , and t h e o t h e r w o u l d be 

on t h e money t h a t we wo u l d g e t , a g a i n , a s s uming t h e 

-- t h e i m p a c t f e e s a r e p a s s e d i n t h e c o u n t i e s . That, 

I b e l i e v e , s t a r t s a r o u n d 15 m i l l i o n and t h e n grows. 

That w i l l be money t h a t we can use f o r 

th e n o n p o s t e d r o a d s , meaning t h e s t a t e r o a d s t h a t 

t h e y use t o get a c c e s s t o t h e p o s t e d r o a d s y s t e m . 

The p o s t e d r o a d w i l l c o n t i n u e as i t does t o d a y , t h e 

bond on t h e p o s t e d r o a d f o r t h e M a r c e l l u s s h a l e 

companies. 

But t h i s a d d i t i o n a l money w i l l a t l e a s t 

h e l p us t o o f f s e t t h e i n c r e a s e d wear and t e a r on t h e 

s t a t e r o a d s y s t e m . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Okay. The n e x t 

q u e s t i o n , I r e c e n t l y r e c e i v e d a -- a form from t h e 

Commonwealth o f P e n n s y l v a n i a Department o f Trans -¬

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . I l i v e on a c o r n e r p r o p e r t y i n -- i n 

Delaware County. And i t seems t o me t h a t PennDot's 

g o i n g t o be d o i n g some work aro u n d t h e r e , my -- t h e 

s i d e w a l k s up and down our town. 

And I b e l i e v e t h i s i s f e d e r a l money t h a t 

i s b e i n g s p e n t on t h i s j o b ? 



SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , I ' d have t o g e t 

some s p e c i f i c s on t h e p r o j e c t , b u t we a r e d o i n g -- we 

ar e u s i n g some -- we had t o use some f e d e r a l money t o 

d e a l w i t h t h e e v e r y - c h a n g i n g r e g u l a t i o n s on our 

h a n d i c a p ramps, t h e ADA ramps. 

That has been an i s s u e t h a t , you know, 

f r a n k l y , has been v e r y c o s t l y f o r us, m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 

and c i t i e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y , i n t h e f a c t t h a t 

t h e r e g u l a t i o n s have changed on t h e ADA ramps. 

And we a c t u a l l y l o s t a c o u r t c a s e i n 

E r i e c h a l l e n g i n g t h a t . So we a r e u s i n g some f e d e r a l 

f u n d i n g t o go back, and some o f t h e ARRA f u n d i n g , t o 

go back and do some work on ADA ramps so t h a t we 

don't i n c u r a s t a t e p e r c e n t a g e c o s t . 

That c o u l d be. I ' d have t o get a 

s p e c i f i c from you on t h e a c t u a l l o c a t i o n and -¬

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Yeah. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: -- t a l k t o my 

d i s t r i c t o f f i c e . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Yeah. I b e l i e v e i t ' s 

-- I b e l i e v e i t ' s f e d e r a l money, maybe ARRA money, 

coming t h r o u g h t h e s t a t e . 

But I'm g e t t i n g a l o t o f -- a l o t o f 

phone c a l l s . And I'm -- I'm -- I'm w o n d e r i n g , does 

t h e -- i s t h e r e -- f o l k s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s , a r e t h e y 



i n v o l v e d i n making t h e s e d e c i s i o n s o f how t h i s money 

i s b e i n g s p e n t ? 

Or -- o r -- I'm t r y i n g t o -- t h e 

s i d e w a l k s a l r e a d y have h a n d i c a p p e d ramps, a l r e a d y c u t 

o u t . Been t h e r e f o r 20-some y e a r s . And now, I 

u n d e r s t a n d t h a t what t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o be d o i n g i s 

t e a r i n g up t h e s i d e w a l k and p u t t i n g some t y p e o f , I 

guess, s l i p - p r o o f m a t e r i a l a -- a l o n g t h e r e . 

And I'm j u s t w o n d e r i n g i f -- i s t h i s t h e 

b e s t use o f money f o r t h e -- f o r t h e d i s a b l e d up and 

down busy h i g h w a y s , you know? And I've l i v e d -- I've 

l i v e d on t h i s b usy c o r n e r and so f o r t h , and I -- I 

c a n ' t r e a l l y remember i n t h e y e a r s t h a t I've l i v e d 

t h e r e i f t h e r e ' s anyone i n a w h e e l c h a i r t h a t ' s e v e r 

even a t t e m p t e d g e t t i n g up -- up and down t h e s e 

s i d e w a l k s . 

And I'm w o n d e r i n g w o u l d n ' t i t be b e t t e r 

t o ask t h o s e t h a t l i v e i n t h e a r e a where t h e y 

s h o u l d -- where t h i s money s h o u l d be s p e n t ? 

Maybe i n t o -- i n t o a p u b l i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a r e a o r a bus s t o p o r s o m e t h i n g . 

I'm t r y i n g t o f i g u r e o u t who makes t h e s e 

d e c i s i o n s and I -- maybe I -- I t h o u g h t maybe -- I 

don't know i f PennDOT i s i n v o l v e d i n t h a t d e c i s i o n 

making o r --



SECRETARY SCHOCH: We're i n v o l v e d i n 

i t . And we work w i t h o ur l o c a l MPOs and RPOs a c r o s s 

t h e s t a t e t o p r i o r i t i z e p r o j e c t s . So t h e -- t h e 

l o c a l i n p u t comes t h r o u g h t h e p l a n n i n g p r o c e s s w i t h 

l o c a l p l a n n i n g p a r t n e r s , be i t t h e MPO o r t h e RPO, 

d e p e n d i n g on where you a r e i n t h e s t a t e . And t h e 

p r i o r i t i z a t i o n o f t h e s e p r o j e c t s comes from t h a t 

l e v e l . 

We're c e r t a i n l y i n v o l v e d i n t h o s e 

d i s c u s s i o n s . But I'd be happy t o l o o k i n t o i t f o r 

you and g e t back t o you w i t h s p e c i f i c s . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Yeah. I wo u l d . 

Because you know -- you know, t h e r e ' s -- t h e r e ' s 

s c a r c e d o l l a r s t o d a y , and I don't know t h e c o s t o f 

t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p r o j e c t , and I c e r t a i n l y -- you know, 

I've t a k e n -- I've t a k e n my t i m e i n t r y i n g t o a n a l y z e 

t h i s . 

I -- I t o o k p a r t i n a -- many y e a r s ago 

i n t h e b a r r i e r awareness program i n Delaware County, 

and t h e r e ' s an a w f u l l o t o f b a r r i e r s t h a t t h o s e 

w h e e l s c h a i r s have t o f a c e e v e r y day. 

I j u s t d i d n o t see -- you know, a t t h i s 

c r o s s i n g , S p r i n g f i e l d Road and S c h o o l Lane o r 

S p r i n g f i e l d Road and P o w e l l Road, and t h e money 

t h a t ' s g o i n g i n t o t h e s e t y p e o f p r o j e c t s , i s n ' t 



r e a l l y where t h o s e t h a t a r e w h e e l c h a i r bound w o u l d -¬

w o u l d want t o see t h a t money s p e n t . 

And I don't know t h e c o s t s o f t h i s 

p r o j e c t . And i f I g e t t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n t o you, 

because I'm g e t t i n g an a w f u l l o t o f i n q u i r i e s -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Okay. W e l l , w e ' l l 

g e t a -¬

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: -- r e g a r d i n g t h a t 

p r o j e c t . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: -- b r i e f i n g t o g e t h e r 

as t o b o t h t h e c o s t o f t h e p r o j e c t and how i t -- how 

i t o c c u r r e d i n a p r i o r i t i z a t i o n . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: And t h e d e c i s i o n 

making? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Yeah. S u r e . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Because I know t h o s e 

a r e a s i n our n e i g h b o r h o o d t h a t c e r t a i n l y c o u l d use 

h a n d i c a p a c c e s s t h a t w o u l d h e l p t h e d i s a b l e d , and I'm 

not q u i t e s u r e i f e v e r y c o r n e r i n town i s -- i s 

th e -- i s t h e -- i s t h e b e s t use o f t a x p a y e r s ' money. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: V e r y good. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Okay. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e ' l l g e t back t o 

you -¬

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Okay. 



SECRETARY SCHOCH: -- w i t h a b r i e f i n g on 

i t . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

Chairman Markosek. 

REP. MARKOSEK: Thank you, Chairman 

A d o l p h . 

Mr. S e c r e t a r y , good m o r n i n g . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Good m o r n i n g . 

REP. MARKOSEK: Welcome. Good t o see 

you a g a i n . 

I n t h e -- i n t h e s p i r i t o f f u l l d i s c l o s e 

-- d i s c l o s u r e , I s h o u l d say t h a t t h e S e c r e t a r y and I 

have worked t i r e l e s s l y t o g e t h e r f o r t h e l a s t f o u r o r 

f i v e y e a r s on t r y i n g t o b r i n g adequate t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

f u n d i n g t o P e n n s y l v a n i a , and I know how t a l e n t e d and 

s u p e r b t h e S e c r e t a r y i s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h i s j o b . 

You're t h e p e r f e c t p e r s o n I t h i n k t o be 

t h e S e c r e t a r y o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and I j u s t hope t h a t 

t h e G o v e r n o r u n d e r s t a n d s t h a t and I hope t h a t he 

l i s t e n s t o you. 

I don't have a q u e s t i o n , d i r e c t 

q u e s t i o n , f o r you t h i s m o r n i n g ; b u t we a l l know how 

our s i t u a t i o n , o ur i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , how o l d i t i s , how 

v a s t i t i s , how c r u m b l i n g i t i s i n some a r e a s , how 

g e r i a t r i c i t i s , and our mass t r a n s i t f i t s t h e same, 



and how s e v e r e p r o b l e m s we have -- how t h e s e v e r e 

p r o b l e m s we have w i t h mass t r a n s i t , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 

our a r e a s o f t h e s o u t h e a s t and t h e s o u t h w e s t t h a t 

g e n e r a t e most o f our s t a t e income e c o n o m i c a l l y , how 

s e r i o u s a l l o f t h e s e p r o b l e m s a r e . 

R e c e n t l y t h e Go v e r n o r was a s k e d by t h e 

media -- and i t was w i d e l y r e p o r t e d -- b u t what he 

was g o i n g t o do and when i s he g o i n g t o come up w i t h 

h i s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n . 

H i s r e s p o n s e , I t h o u g h t , was q u i t e 

i n t e r e s t i n g . He s a i d , i n so many words, t h a t he was 

s u r p r i s e d t h a t p e o p l e t h o u g h t t h a t he s h o u l d come up 

w i t h a p l a n i n t h e s h o r t y e a r t h a t he's been h e r e , 

t h a t he s h o u l d s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m i n a s h o r t t i m e , a 

p r o b l e m t h a t has t a k e n a l o n g t i m e t o g e t t o t h i s 

p o i n t . 

I -- I a g r e e d w i t h t h e G o v e r n o r . He -¬

I don't e x p e c t him t o s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m i n a y e a r . 

But what I do e x p e c t o f him, and what I 

hope y o u ' l l r e l a y t o him, i s t h e f a c t t h a t by now I 

wo u l d have e x p e c t e d , and I t h i n k most o f us i n t h i s 

room w o u l d have e x p e c t e d , him t o have shown 

l e a d e r s h i p , t o have come f o r w a r d w i t h a s u b s t a n t i a l 

p l a n f o r P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , g e t b e h i n d 

i t . 



As t o u g h as i t i s , we a l l know t h a t 

t h e r e i s a l o t o f b i p a r t i s a n s u p p o r t i n t h i s room, i n 

t h e l e g i s l a t u r e , w h i c h i s u n u s u a l i n many ways f o r a 

l o t o f t h e i s s u e s t h a t we d e a l w i t h h e r e . 

But he seems t o have i g n o r e d t h e 

p r o b l e m , and I w o u l d j u s t ask you t o ask him on 

b e h a l f o f me, and a l o t o f o t h e r f o l k s i n t h e room, 

when he i s g o i n g t o come up w i t h t h i s program, t o g e t 

b usy w i t h t h e program. A f t e r a l l , as t h e t i t l e o f -¬

h i s t i t l e i n d i c a t e s , he i s t h e G o v e r n o r and i t ' s t i m e 

t h a t he g o v e r n e d on t h i s i s s u e . 

Thank you, Mr. S e c r e t a r y . 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Chairman, I w i l l 

c e r t a i n l y convey t h e message. And c o n t r a r y t o 

p o p u l a r b e l i e f , I d i d n o t buy t h e c h a i r m a n b r e a k f a s t 

t h i s m o r n i n g t o g e t t h e compliment t h a t he j u s t gave 

me . 

REP. GEIST: He got a b r i d g e . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Yeah. I a p p r e c i a t e 

v e r y much your -- y o ur c o m p l i m e n t s and I e n j o y e d 

w o r k i n g w i t h you o v e r t h e y e a r s and on some d i f f i c u l t 

s i t u a t i o n s and i t ' s been a p l e a s u r e s t a n d i n g up w i t h 

you and -- and d e a l i n g w i t h t h o s e i s s u e s . 

And I -- I c e r t a i n l y w i l l , you know, 



convey t h e message. And t h e G o v e r n o r i s aware o f t h e 

age o f our i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , and he and I have had 

m u l t i p l e c o n v e r s a t i o n s on t h e p r o b l e m and -- and how 

we m i g h t go f o r w a r d . 

But I w i l l c e r t a i n l y convey your 

s e n t i m e n t s . 

REP. MARKOSEK: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: J u s t a q u i c k comment. 

I -- I -- I u n d e r s t a n d , you know, t h a t -- t h a t -¬

where t h e c h a i r m a n i s coming from. He's t h e f o r m e r 

Chairman o f t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee and so 

f o r t h . 

And I've m e n t i o n e d , p r o b a b l y a l l 

t h r o u g h o u t t h i s h e a r i n g , t h a t a l o t o f t i m e s we don't 

h e a r from t h e G o v e r n o r , b u t t h e r e i s a c t i v i t y g o i n g 

on. 

And I j u s t want t o r e m i n d , you have t o 

compliment t h e G o v e r n o r f o r -- f o r s e l e c t i n g t h e -¬

the S e c r e t a r y as t h e S e c r e t a r y o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

So I t h i n k -- I t h i n k we w i l l g e t t o t h e 

p o i n t , t h e s o o n e r t h e b e t t e r , I t h i n k , f o r t h i s b i g 

p i c t u r e . And I u n d e r s t a n d where Chairman Markosek i s 

coming from. 

But we're g o i n g t o g e t t h e r e , and i t ' s 

g o i n g t o be soo n e r t h a n -- t h a n l a t e r . 



The n e x t q u e s t i o n i s g o i n g t o be coming 

from R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M a r i o S c a v e l l o . 

REP. SCAVELLO: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

And good m o r n i n g , Mr. S e c r e t a r y . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Good m o r n i n g . 

REP. SCAVELLO: I have c o n f i d e n c e i n our 

G o v e r n o r . The p r i o r g o v e r n o r t o o k e i g h t y e a r s and 

d i d n ' t g e t i t c o m p l e t e d . And I t h i n k t h a t y o u ' r e 

g o i n g t o see some good t h i n g s happen i n t h e n e x t 

y e a r . 

A c o u p l e o f q u e s t i o n s . F i r s t , i n t h e 

G o v e r n o r ' s budget book, t h e r e ' s a -- t h e r e ' s a $5 

m i l l i o n a p p r o p r i a t i o n f o r t h e r e d l i g h t p h o t o 

e n f o r c e m e n t . I t seems t o be s o m e t h i n g new. I s i t ? 

I know t h e r e was an e s t i m a t e o f 17 

m i l l i o n i n 2011/'12. A r e t h e s e expenses r e l a t e d t o 

PennDOT's d u t i e s w i t h t h e a u t o m a t i c cameras i n 

P h i l a d e l p h i a ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Yes. T h a t ' s -¬

t h a t ' s c u r r e n t l y where th e program i s . And I ' l l have 

t o -- a c t u a l l y I want t o g e t back t o you on t h i s f o r 

d e t a i l s b ecause I don't want t o g i v e you a wrong 

answer t o d a y . 

B u t , you know, we've -- t h e -- t h e --



t h e r e ' s been a l o t o f d i s c u s s i o n about expense -¬

e x t e n d i n g t h a t program, because we've seen a 

tremendous b e n e f i t from s a f e t y . We've seen a 

r e d u c t i o n i n r e d l i g h t s , w h i c h i s t h e whole i n t e n t o f 

i t . 

Of c o u r s e , you a l s o see a r e d u c t i o n i n 

r e v e n u e . And t h a t ' s f i n e . I t ' s n o t a revenue 

g e n e r a t o r . I t ' s i n t e n d e d t o be a s a f e t y i s s u e . 

REP. SCAVELLO: E x a c t l y . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: So I ' l l g e t back t o 

you on s p e c i f i c a l l y -- t o be h o n e s t w i t h you, t h e $5 

m i l l i o n , what t h a t i s t a r g e t e d f o r . 

REP. SCAVELLO: Uh-huh. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: But I -- my i n i t i a l 

r e a c t i o n w o u l d be, y e s , i t w o u l d be r e l a t e d t o our 

expenses t o o p e r a t e t h a t . 

REP. SCAVELLO: J u s t t o f o l l o w up a 

comment on what t h e Chairman was s a y i n g about t h e 

h a n d i c a p , and I -- and I know t h a t , you know, i n some 

a r e a s t h e y ' r e needed. 

But on -- i n a r u r a l a r e a on Route 209 

t h e y p u t a s i g n a l up and we have f o u r h a n d i c a p 

s i d e w a l k s on t h e c o r n e r s and a l l you got i s 

c o r n f i e l d s f o r m i l e s on b o t h s i d e s , you know. 

And I -- I -- sometimes t h e law needs t o 



be l o o k e d a t and say, you know what? I t d o e s n ' t 

a p p l y h e r e . You know, j u s t t h a t l i t t l e c o n c r e t e on 

t h e c o r n e r s -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Okay. 

REP. SCAVELLO: — w i t h t h e l i t t l e -- a 

ramp t o nowhere l i k e , and y o u ' r e g o i n g t o g e t up 

t h e r e and y o u ' r e g o i n g t o . . . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: P a r t o f i t i s -- p a r t 

o f i t i s t h e law. P a r t o f i t i s c o s t . 

I f -- i f we b e l i e v e t h a t t h e r e ' s g o i n g 

t o be p e d e s t r i a n a c t i v i t y i n t h e a r e a and we have 

p e d e s t r i a n a c t u a t i o n e v e r a t t h e s i g n a l s , and i t goes 

w i t h t h e s i g n a l s , t h e n we p u t them i n i n i t i a l l y 

b e c ause i t s a v e s us money and b e c a u s e u l t i m a t e l y i t ' s 

g o i n g t o be r e q u i r e d . 

I f we come back a f t e r t h e f a c t t h e y ' r e 

a c t u a l l y more e x p e n s i v e . I r e a l i z e i t l o o k s a b s u r d . 

But t h e -- t h e i s s u e l e g a l l y i s -- i s p r e t t y b l a c k 

and w h i t e as t o i f t h e r e i s a p e d e s t r i a n a c t u a t i o n o f 

t h e s i g n a l you w i l l p u t i n ADA ramps. So t h a t ' s how 

i t l e a v e s t h a t . 

And I r e a l i z e -- I've seen t h e a r t i c l e s 

i n t h e p a p e r . I've seen t h e c r i t i c i s m . And y e t t h e 

i s s u e i s i f we came back l a t e r , as t h e Chairman 

p o i n t e d o u t , and s a i d , now we're g o i n g t o go back and 



r e t r o f i t i t , t h e n we g e t c r i t i c i z e d f o r t h a t s a y i n g , 

w e l l , y o u ' r e coming r i g h t back a t you. You were j u s t 

h e r e two y e a r s ago. 

REP. SCAVELLO: Yeah. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: So i t ' s a c o m b i n a t i o n 

o f two. One i s t h e law. The se c o n d i s u l t i m a t e l y 

what's t h e l o w e s t c o s t . 

REP. SCAVELLO: Yeah. And j u s t a 

f i n a l -- i t ' s a compliment t o M i k e R e b e r t i n 5-0. 

They've done a tremendous j o b i n -- i n Monroe, and 

Bob M u d r i c k l o c a l l y . 

And I e x p e c t g r e a t t h i n g s now t h a t 33 

and 80 i s p r e t t y -- i s a l l p aved t h a t t h e y ' r e g o i n g 

t o have some t i m e t o do some g r e a t work on t h e l o c a l 

r o a d s , and i t ' s r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e d . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , t h a n k you v e r y 

much. 

REP. SCAVELLO: Thank you v e r y much. 

Pass t h a t on. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: I ' l l p a s s t h a t on. 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

The n e x t q u e s t i o n w i l l be by 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Greg V i t a l i . 



REP. V I T A L I : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

And t h a n k you, Mr. S e c r e t a r y , f o r -- f o r 

coming t o d a y . 

I wanted t o f o l l o w up on t h e M i n o r i t y 

Chairman's q u e s t i o n , b ecause I , t o o , have s e r i o u s 

c o n c e r n s about our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and 

ou r , f r a n k l y , n o t d e a l i n g w i t h t h a t p r o b l e m . 

F i r s t o f a l l , j u s t t o s o r t o f l a y out 

th e p r o b l e m . I wanted t o make s u r e I'm g e t t i n g a l l 

t h e s e r e p o r t s c o r r e c t . 

And w o u l d you agr e e t h a t t h e r e ' s a 

b a l a n c e o f 7,000 r o a d s , 7,000 m i l e s o f r o a d and 

5,600 -- i n poor c o n d i t i o n and 5,600 b r i d g e s t h a t a r e 

s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t ? I t h i n k t h a t was one o f t h e 

f i g u r e s c i t e d i n t h e r e p o r t , 7,000 r o a d m i l e s , 5,600 

b r i d g e s s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . I s 

t h a t about r i g h t ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: T h a t ' s r i g h t . The 

r o a d i s about r i g h t . The b r i d g e s have come down. 

We're a c t u a l l y under 5,000 s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t 

b r i d g e s . 

B u t , a g a i n , t h a t ' s b ecause o f t h e bond 

b i l l s t h a t we a r e d e l i v e r i n g o v e r 400 b r i d g e s r i g h t 

now. 

REP. V I T A L I : Okay. 



SECRETARY SCHOCH: When t h e bond b i l l s 

go away, w e ' l l drop t h i s y e a r t o a r o u n d 300, 350, and 

t h e n i t w i l l d rop t o between 200 t o 250. 

And, I guess j u s t f o r e v e r y o n e ' s 

b e n e f i t , t h e i s s u e o f our b r i d g e s i s we own 25,000 o f 

them. The a v e r a g e age i s 50 y e a r s o l d . I t h i n k t h e 

Chairman u s e d g e r i a t r i c . I use mine. I say AARP. 

I'm 5 1 - y e a r s - o l d m y s e l f . You g e t your -- i t ' s a 

g r e a t o r g a n i z a t i o n . AARP comes a f t e r you when you 

t u r n 49. 

But t h e r e a l i t y i s when you have 25,000 

b r i d g e s t h a t a r e 50 y e a r s o l d , t h e y age on, meaning 

about 300 a y e a r become s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t . So 

i f y o u ' r e n o t w o r k i n g on 300 b r i d g e s a y e a r , y o u ' r e 

l o s i n g g round. 

We've been w o r k i n g on 400 w i t h t h e 

a c c e l e r a t e d b r i d g e s . As t h a t goes away, w e ' l l drop 

down t o about 200 t o 250. So t h a t t r e n d o f d r o p p i n g 

th e number o f s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s down 

w i l l r e v e r s e and s t a r t g o i n g back upward. 

REP. V I T A L I : Okay. So we can agree 

t h a t 7,000 r o a d m i l e s a r e i n p o o r c o n d i t i o n and about 

-- c u r r e n t l y about 5,000 b r i d g e s t h a t a r e 

s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t . 

And I t h i n k a l s o t h e -- t h e G o v e r n o r ' s 



T r a n s p o r t a t i o n F u n d i n g A d v i s o r y Committee i n d i c a t e d 

t h a t r i g h t now t h e r e ' s about 3.5 b i l l i o n i n u n f u n d e d 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n needs t h a t c o u l d go up t o $7.2 b i l l i o n 

b i l l i n t e n y e a r s i f n o t d e a l t w i t h . 

Would you agree w i t h t h a t a s s e s s m e n t ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Yes, s i r . 

REP. V I T A L I : Now, t h e — t h e -- t h e 

G o v e r n o r ' s T r a n s p o r t a t i o n F u n d i n g A d v i s o r y 

Commission, t h e y recommended, among o t h e r t h i n g s , t h e 

enactment o f an o i l company f r a n c h i s e t a x , l i f t i n g 

t h e c u r r e n t cap on t h a t , and t h a t w o u l d g e t them 3.6 

b i l l i o n t o w a r d s t h i s -- t h i s amount. I know t h a t -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: A c t u a l l y t h e number 

i s 1.4 b i l l i o n i f you uncap i t . 

REP. V I T A L I : 1.4? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: B i l l i o n . Not 3.6. 

1.4 b i l l i o n . 

REP. V I T A L I : 1. -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: P e r y e a r . 

REP. V I T A L I : Okay. N e v e r t h e l e s s , 1.4 

b i l l i o n f o r t h e u n c a p p i n g . And I know t h a t a n o t h e r 

s e c r e t a r y , A l a n W a l k e r , was q u o t e d as s a y i n g he's a 

hundr e d p e r c e n t i n s u p p o r t o f t h a t -- t h e s e 

recommendations, i n c l u d i n g t h e t a x . 

A r e you s u p p o r t i v e o f u n c a p p i n g t h e o i l 



and -- company f r a n c h i s e t a x as a way t o d e a l w i t h 

t h i s p r o b l e m ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Yes. I t ' s -- i t ' s an 

i n f l a t i o n a r y method. I t was i n t e n d e d t o be 

i n f l a t i o n a r y when i t was w r i t t e n . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , i t was capped a t a d o l l a r 

q u a r t e r a g a l l o n back when i t was w r i t t e n , back i n 

th e 1980's, w h i c h e q u a t e s t o about a $2, you know, 

r e t a i l p r i c e , w h i c h I'm s u r e back i n t h e 1980's 

seemed a b s u r d l y h i g h , t h a t we'd n e v e r r e a c h i t . 

O b v i o u s l y $2 a g a l l o n sounds p r e t t y good r i g h t now. 

But t h e i n t e n t o f t h a t l e g i s l a t i o n was 

f o r i t t o grow w i t h t h e p r i c e o f gas, meaning i t was 

i n f l a t i o n a r y . 

So, y e s , I t h i n k i t ' s a -- i t ' s t h e 

r i g h t -- one o f t h e r i g h t t o o l s t o i n v e s t i n -- o r t o 

a t t a c k l e g i s l a t i v e l y b e cause i t does c r e a t e an 

i n f l a t i o n a r y g r o w t h i n our r e v e n u e s , w h i c h i s 

i m p o r t a n t . 

REP. V I T A L I : Now, do you know i f t h e 

Go v e r n o r w o u l d s i g n t h a t i f we p u t t h a t on h i s desk? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: I — I c a n ' t -¬

I don't know t h a t I can answer t h a t . I -- I t h i n k 

t h a t t h e Go v e r n o r s a i d he wants t o work w i t h t h e 

l e g i s l a t i v e l e a d e r s t o d e c i d e w h i c h e l e m e n t s t h e 



l e g i s l a t u r e and he can c o l l e c t i v e l y s u p p o r t . 

REP. V I T A L I : W e l l , I o n l y -- o n l y 

s u g g e s t you encourage -- I know he r e s p e c t s you 

g r e a t l y -- encourage t h a t and l e t him know t h e r e ' s 

one -- a t l e a s t one member o f t h e l e g i s l a t u r e who 

w o u l d v o t e f o r i t i f i t was p u t b e f o r e u s . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W i l l do. 

REP. V I T A L I : Thank you, s i r . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S c o t t P e t r i . 

REP. PETRI: Good m o r n i n g . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Good m o r n i n g . 

REP. PETRI: I wanted t o ask you about 

some o f t h e f u n d i n g s o u r c e s . I know one o f t h e 

f u n d i n g s o u r c e s t h a t goes t o c o u n t i e s i s b a s e d upon 

d r i v i n g h a b i t s and p a t t e r n s from 1939. So t h e 

f o r m u l a has been i n e x i s t e n c e and i t r e a l l y skews -¬

when you l o o k a t t h e p e r c a p i t a numbers, my r u r a l 

c o l l e a g u e s make out v e r y , v e r y w e l l and some o f t h e 

s o u t h e a s t d o e s n ' t do so w e l l . 

When i s i t t i m e t o s t a r t l o o k i n g a t 

f u n d i n g and d i s t r i b u t i o n and d e t e r m i n e whether i t 

s t i l l makes sense? 



SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , we have, you 

know, l o o k e d a t t h e f u n d i n g d i s t r i b u t i o n r e l a t i v e t o 

m i l e s t r a v e l e d and l a n e m i l e s . So i n -- I'm s o r r y . 

The v e h i c l e s on t h e r o a d and l a n e m i l e s . 

So t o some e x t e n t i t g e t s tweaked b a s e d 

on how much t r a f f i c i s on t h e r o a d . But y o u ' r e 

r i g h t . I mean i n g e n e r a l we s u b s i d i z e r u r a l r o a d s . 

I f we s a i d t h e y had t o pay f o r t h e m s e l v e s , we'd be 

c l o s i n g a l o t o f r u r a l r o a d s i n t h e Commonwealth and 

I'm c e r t a i n l y n o t i n f a v o r o f t h a t . 

I n terms o f t w e a k i n g t h e -- t h e f o r m u l a , 

I t h i n k t h a t ' s been b r o u g h t up m u l t i p l e t i m e s t o me. 

And I guess t h e i s s u e i s i f you d i d i t now t h e r e 

w o u l d be w i n n e r s and l o s e r s and t h a t w o u l d be a 

d i f f i c u l t t h i n g , I t h i n k , f o r even t h e l e g i s l a t u r e t o 

come up w i t h t h i s . 

I t ' s s i t t i n g i n C o n g r e s s . I n C o n g r e s s 

t h e y have s t a t e s t h a t -- t h a t c o n t r i b u t e more t h a n 

t h e y g e t back. We, f o r i n s t a n c e , g e t more t h a n we 

pu t i n . We get about a d o l l a r t e n o r more p e r g a l l o n 

-- o r p e r d o l l a r t h a n we've p u t i n . 

E v e r y t i m e t h e y t r y t o tweak i t t o make 

i t more even, u n l e s s t h e y i n c r e a s e t h e t o t a l f u n d i n g , 

t h e l o s e r s combat i t . 

REP. PETRI: Yeah. W e l l -- and -- and 



t h a t ' s -- t h a t ' s v e r y t r u e b u t -- and -- and I know 

t h i s -- some o f t h e s e a r e n ' t your a r e a s . 

But i f you l o o k a t e d u c a t i o n f u n d i n g , i f 

you l o o k a t m e n t a l h e a l t h / m e n t a l r e t a r d a t i o n and 

a g i n g , e f f e c t i v e l y what y o u ' r e t a l k i n g about i s 

a p p l y i n g what we've been c a l l i n g t h e h o l d h a r m l e s s 

c l a u s e , and -- and t h e p r o b l e m w i t h t h a t t y p e o f 

f u n d i n g method i s t h a t t h e p i e a l w a y s has t o g e t 

b i g g e r . 

And t h e r e a l i t y i s t h e p i e c a n ' t 

c o n t i n u e t o get b i g g e r . We know t h a t . There a r e n ' t 

i n f i n i t e -- an i n f i n i t e sum o f r e s o u r c e s . 

So t h e n t h e e q u i t y b a t t l e becomes 

l o o k i n g what i s -- what i s f a i r . 

I want t o move t o t h e b r i d g e f u n d i n g 

p i e c e , and you d i d n ' t h i g h l i g h t i n t h i s -- i n your 

t e s t i m o n y , b u t one o f t h e t h i n g s t h e Chairman a s k e d 

you about was t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f s t a t e w i d e 

i n i t i a t i v e s on b r i d g e f u n d i n g . 

And we have a l i s t b a s e d on p o p u l a t i o n 

and t h a t ' s c e r t a i n l y an a r e a t h a t our c o u n t i e s a r e 

g o i n g t o be v e r y happy w i t h . 

I n Bucks County, my home c o u n t y , y e a r s 

ago t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r s d e c i d e d , f o r w h a t e v e r r e a s o n , 

t h a t i t w o u l d be a good i d e a t o own t h e b r i d g e s i n 



Bucks County. So we're i n t h e u n f o r t u i t o u s p o s i t i o n 

r i g h t now o f owning, I t h i n k , more b r i d g e s as a 

c o u n t y t h a n any -- any o t h e r c o u n t y i n t h e s t a t e . 

And so t h e a b i l i t y t o r e c e i v e a 

p r o j e c t e d -- I don't want t o m i s q u o t e t h e number -¬

$773,000, moving t o a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s , o u t o f 

M a r c e l l u s s h a l e f o r our c o u n t y , i s v e r y welcome 

and -- and I want t o thank you i n t h a t r e g a r d f o r 

t h a t -- t h a t h e l p . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: I want t o t e l l you 

a l s o , w h i l e you m e n t i o n t h e l o c a l b r i d g e program, 

t h a t one o f our o t h e r i n i t i a t i v e s t o h e l p o ur l o c a l 

p a r t n e r s i s t o l o o k a t program management o f 

b r i d g e s . 

M eaning, l e t ' s say, f o r i n s t a n c e , your 

c o u n t y , you m e n t i o n e d you had a l o t o f b r i d g e s i n t h e 

c o u n t y . M u n i c i p a l i t i e s own b r i d g e s . We own b r i d g e s 

i n t h a t c o u n t y . 

We're g o i n g t o p i l o t a program where we 

l o o k a t one c o u n t y i n e v e r y one o f our e n g i n e e r i n g 

d i s t r i c t s , and say, f o r i n s t a n c e , your c o u n t y , go i n 

and say, how many a r e you g o i n g t o do i n t h e n e x t 

f o u r y e a r s ? How many a r e we g o i n g t o do and how many 

a r e t h e m u n i c i p a l i t i e s g o i n g t o do? 

And i f we l o o k a t them a l l u p - f r o n t w i t h 



a program management t y p e a p p r o a c h and say, how many 

of them, f o r i n s t a n c e , m i g h t be between 50 and 55 

f e e t ? I f we agree t h a t we're g o i n g t o make t h o s e a l l 

55 f e e t , we c o u l d p r e f a b r i c a t e c e r t a i n e l e m e n t s . 

Saves t h e c o u n t y money, sa v e s t h e l o c a l s money, and 

sav e s us money. And d e l i v e r s t h e p r o j e c t s more 

q u i c k l y . So -¬

REP. PETRI: W e l l , I got t o — I got t o 

say y o ur a t t e m p t s t o t a k e p r i v a t e i n d u s t r y p r a c t i c e s 

and a p p l y them t o s t a t e government i s -- i s welcome. 

And I w i s h you t h e b e s t o f s u c c e s s . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P a u l C o s t a . 

REP. PAUL COSTA: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

And I u s u a l l y don't speak o u t . I'm 

p r e t t y i r k e d t h i s m o r n i n g . One o f t h e p r e v i o u s 

s p e a k e r s m e n t i o n e d t h a t t h e p r e v i o u s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

h a s n ' t r e a l l y done a n y t h i n g o v e r t h e l a s t e i g h t 

y e a r s , and I b e l i e v e t h a t some o f us have s e l e c t i v e 

memory, because t h e y seem t o f o r g e t t h a t t h e R e n d e l l 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n d i d A c t 44. I t d i d n ' t do as much as 

we t h o u g h t t h a t i t c o u l d do i f we wou l d have had 



I n t e r s t a t e 80 -- g i v e us t h e a b i l i t y t o t o l l t h a t , 

b u t i t was an a t t e m p t . 

We a l s o d i d b r i d g e f u n d i n g , b o n d i n g f o r 

t h a t . We a l s o d i d p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g . 

As a m a t t e r o f f a c t , t h e g o v e r n o r 

a l s o -- t h e p r e v i o u s g o v e r n o r a l s o made s e v e r a l 

s u g g e s t i o n s on what he wou l d have l i k e d t o have done 

w i t h t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and a l o t o f them a r e a c t u a l l y 

i n t h i s r e p o r t . But i f you r e c a l l , we were t o l d t h a t 

t h e r e ' s a new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n coming and l e t ' s w a i t 

and g i v e t h e new g o v e r n o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o do 

s o m e t h i n g . 

So I -- I get r e a l l y i r r i t a t e d when 

someone blames t h e p r e v i o u s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n when 

s o m e t h i n g h a s n ' t been done, when p e o p l e seem t o 

f o r g e t . 

So maybe i t ' s b ecause i t ' s Leap Day and 

I g e t a chance t o y e l l . I a p o l o g i z e , Mr. Chairman. 

But I ' l l be n i c e r now. 

Mr. S e c r e t a r y , t h a n k you f o r b e i n g 

h e r e . 

One o f t h o s e p r o j e c t s t h a t we d i d -- we 

t a l k e d about was t h e b r i d g i n g , and we us e d t h e 

b o n d i n g f o r t h e b r i d g e s . 

You m e n t i o n e d t h a t t h e money i s r u n n i n g 



o u t . How much money i s i n t h e r e and i s t h e r e -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , we have t h e -¬

th e -- t h e f o u r $200 m i l l i o n i s s u a n c e s t h a t we've 

done. And t h i s i s t h e l a s t y e a r , t h i s c u r r e n t f i s c a l 

y e a r i s t h e l a s t y e a r o f t h a t $200 m i l l i o n . 

So what t h a t ' s e n a b l e d us t o do, t h a t , 

c o u p l e d w i t h t h e ARRA f u n d i n g a t t h e f e d e r a l l e v e l , 

e n a b l e d us t o d e l i v e r on a v e r a g e about 400 t o 450 

b r i d g e s a y e a r . 

And t h a t ' s g o i n g t o s t a r t d r o p p i n g . 

T h i s y e a r coming up i t w i l l d rop down t o o v e r 300 

b r i d g e s . W e ' l l l o s e about a hun d r e d b r i d g e s b e c a u s e 

o f r e d u c e d f u n d i n g . And t h e n when i t f u l l y goes 

away, meaning when t h e r e ' s no r e m a i n i n g money from 

t h e bond b i l l , and we have t h e debt s e r v i c e i n s t e a d 

o f $60 m i l l i o n , we b e l i e v e w e ' l l d r o p down t o about 

200 t o 250 b r i d g e s a y e a r . 

And as I m e n t i o n e d e a r l i e r , t h a t means 

we're l o s i n g g round. When you own 25,000 b r i d g e s and 

th e a v e r a g e age i s 50 y e a r s o l d , as much as -- as 

we're t r y i n g t o be e f f i c i e n t and -- and do e v e r y t h i n g 

we can t o m o d e r n i z e our a p p r o a c h , t h e m a t e r i a l s a r e 

no d i f f e r e n t t h a n t h e t i r e s on your c a r , t h e r o o f on 

your house o r a n y t h i n g e l s e . They age and t h e y g e t 

weaker as t h e y age. 



When you and I b o t h t r y t o p l a y 

b a s k e t b a l l s t i l l and you know y o u r s e l f r u n n i n g up and 

down t h e c o u r t a g a i n s t a 2 5 - y e a r - o l d i s n ' t q u i t e t h e 

way i t u s e d t o be. And t h a t ' s b ecause our b o d i e s 

age. 

And t h e m a t e r i a l s i n t h e s e b r i d g e s age. 

As t h e y age, t h e y get weaker. And as t h e y g e t 

weaker, u n l e s s you do s o m e t h i n g about i t , e v e n t u a l l y 

t h e y w i l l become s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t , p o s t e d 

and/or c l o s e d . 

So o ur e s t i m a t e s a r e we need t o do about 

300 a y e a r t o keep up. J u s t t o keep c u r r e n t w i t h o ur 

m a i n t e n a n c e needs. And we're g o i n g t o drop below 

t h a t s t a r t i n g n e x t y e a r . We're g o i n g t o drop 

p r o b a b l y t o 200, 250 a f t e r we g e t p a s t t h i s y e a r o f 

th e a c c e l e r a t e d b r i d g e program. 

REP. PAUL COSTA: I s t h a t s o m e t h i n g t h a t 

t h e G o v e r n o r i s l o o k i n g a t so we can b u i l d t h a t 

number back up a g a i n ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: A b s o l u t e l y . T h a t ' s a 

key t h i n g . 

You know, when he and I t a l k about t h i s , 

t h e key t h i n g he's f o c u s e d on i s p u b l i c s a f e t y . 

And t h e o t h e r t h i n g t h a t he and I t a l k 

about f r e q u e n t l y i s when we p o s t b r i d g e s , w e i g h t 



r e s t r i c t them, o r i f we c l o s e them, we're a c t u a l l y 

c h a r g i n g p e o p l e . We're c o s t i n g p e o p l e money t o d r i v e 

a r o u n d a c l o s e d b r i d g e o r i f you have a w e i g h t 

r e s t r i c t e d b r i d g e and i n some c a s e s we're a f f e c t i n g 

p u b l i c s a f e t y b ecause -- S e n a t o r Vance m e n t i o n e d t h a t 

we have a w e i g h t r e s t r i c t e d b r i d g e where f i r e t r u c k s 

and emergency v e h i c l e s c a n ' t go a c r o s s i t now. So 

th e r e s p o n s e t i m e i s changed. 

So p u b l i c s a f e t y and t h e n t h e c o s t 

s i m p l y o f d r i v i n g a r o u n d a -- a b r i d g e . I f you c a n ' t 

a c c e s s i t , i f y o u ' r e a heavy v e h i c l e and you have t o 

d r i v e a r o u n d i t and you g e t f i v e m i l e s t o t h e g a l l o n , 

you know, a 2 0 - m i l e d e t o u r c o s t s you a l o t o f money. 

So t h e r e ' s b o t h an economic c o s t , 

t h e r e ' s p u b l i c s a f e t y c o s t s . So I t h i n k t h e b r i d g e s 

have been a p r i m a r y f o c u s o f h i s when he and I t a l k 

about t h i s . 

REP. PAUL COSTA: Thank you. 

On a p e r s o n a l n o t e I want t o t h a n k you 

a g a i n f o r your a c c e s s i b i l i t y . A month o r two ago we 

had a p o l i c y meet -- a d e m o c r a t i c p o l i c y m e e t i n g i n 

A l l e g h e n y County a t P o i n t P a r k U n i v e r s i t y and you 

were g r a c i o u s enough t o n o t o n l y t e s t i f y b u t s i t 

t h e r e f o r about two h o u r s . And i t was a p r e t t y 

h o s t i l e crowd t h a t was a s k i n g q u e s t i o n s , and I 



a p p r e c i a t e you b e i n g t h e r e and b e i n g u p - f r o n t . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . I 

d i d n ' t t h i n k you guys were h o s t i l e . J u s t -- i f t h a t 

was h o s t i l e , I t h i n k I'm p r e p a r e d f o r worse. 

REP. PAUL COSTA: Thank you, 

Mr. S e c r e t a r y and Mr. Chairman. Thank you. And, 

a g a i n , I a p o l o g i z e f o r g e t t i n g o f f so -¬

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: I hope -- as l o n g as 

you f e e l b e t t e r . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e T i n a P i c k e t t . 

REP. PICKETT: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Good m o r n i n g -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Good m o r n i n g . 

REP. PICKETT: — S e c r e t a r y Schoch. 

J u s t a c o u p l e o f l o c a l t h i n g s , I gues s , 

f o r me. I n t h e p a s t c o u p l e o f y e a r s , we've had a few 

bumps i n t h e r o a d , i f I m i g h t say i t t h a t way, about 

g e t t i n g t e n - t o n p o s t i n g s i r o n e d o u t from d i s t r i c t t o 

d i s t r i c t and -- and w o r k i n g w i t h o ur t i m b e r i n d u s t r y 

and so f o r t h . 

Do you t h i n k we have t h a t one s o r t o f 

c a p t u r e d a t t h i s p o i n t ? Do we have a good p l a n on 

t h a t one? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: I t h i n k we made a l o t 

o f p r o g r e s s on t h a t and -- and c e r t a i n l y w i t h t h e 



r e c e n t l e g i s l a t i o n i t -- i t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e y ' r e -- I 

t h i n k t h e y ' r e g e t t i n g much h a p p i e r w i t h t h e 

s i t u a t i o n . 

The i s s u e f o r them and many o f our 

i n d u s t r i e s t h a t -- t h a t were a f f e c t e d , I ' l l say, by 

th e M a r c e l l u s s h a l e coming t o town was t h a t i n t h e 

p a s t t h e y p a i d n o t h i n g . They were a b l e t o manage 

t h e i r r i d e s so t h a t t h e y d i d n o t have a d e t r i m e n t a l 

e f f e c t on our p o s t e d r o a d program. 

And c e r t a i n l y w i t h t h e i n c r e a s e i n 

t r a f f i c r e l a t e d t o M a r c e l l u s s h a l e i t a f f e c t e d them. 

But I t h i n k we have made p r o g r e s s on 

t h a t . 

REP. PICKETT: And as I r a n a c r o s s t h i s 

p a s t week, we s t i l l have some b r i d g e s o u t t h e r e t h a t 

we c a n ' t -- we c a n ' t g i v e them a l o c a l e x e m p t i o n on 

i n any way and we do need t o l o o k a t some o f t h o s e 

b r i d g e s as we w e l l know on t h a t . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: S p e c i f i c a l l y what 

t y p e o f e x e m p t i o n a r e you t a l k i n g on? 

REP. PICKETT: Oh, a b r i d g e t h a t w o u l d 

be r e s t r i c t e d i n w e i g h t . We c o u l d g i v e t h a t l o c a l 

b u s i n e s s an e x e m p t i o n t o r i d e t h a t t e n - t o n p o s t e d 

r o a d b u t t h e y c a n ' t c r o s s t h e b r i d g e anyway. So, you 

know, m i l k t r u c k s and t h a t s o r t o f t h i n g were r u n n i n g 



i n t o some i s s u e s w i t h t h a t . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: I t ' s — i t ' s -- i t ' s 

s y m p t o m a t i c o f our p r o b l e m w i t h o ur b r i d g e s t h a t I 

was j u s t t a l k i n g about w i t h R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C o s t a , i s 

we a r e u n a b l e t o -- t o keep up w i t h t h e i n v e s t m e n t 

needs r i g h t now on t h e b r i d g e s . 

And i t i s a f f e c t i n g commerce. As I 

s a i d , i t ' s -- i t ' s an economic e f f e c t f o r -- f o r -- a 

r e a l e f f e c t f o r b u s i n e s s e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

Commonwealth when t h e y c a n ' t c r o s s t h e s e b r i d g e s . 

REP. PICKETT: And w i t h t h e i n c r e a s e 

p r i c i n g i n f u e l , g a s o l i n e f u e l , d i e s e l f u e l , and n o t 

r e a l l y a good f u t u r e l o o k i n g down t h e r o a d on t h a t , 

do we have any n a t u r a l gas f u e l e d PennDOT v e h i c l e s o r 

a r e we l o o k i n g down t h e r o a d t o be a b l e t o do t h a t ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: We're l o o k i n g down 

th e r o a d t o be a b l e t o do t h a t . The p r i v a t e s e c t o r 

i s a c t u a l l y making i n v e s t m e n t s i n r e f u e l i n g 

s t a t i o n s . And t h e r e ' s been a l o t o f changes i n 

t e c h n o l o g y . 

There was a t i m e when I w o u l d have t o l d 

you t h a t i t does n o t make sense f o r us, p a r t i c u l a r l y 

on t h e h e a v i e r v e h i c l e s , t o go t o n a t u r a l gas because 

t h e y d i d n ' t have t h e horsepower c a p a c i t y t o move a t 

th e speeds we'd need t o move. 



The o t h e r component was where's t h e 

r e f u e l i n g s t a t i o n s g o i n g t o be? And i n t h e p a s t 

government t r i e d t o say, l e t ' s p u t them h e r e . And 

government c a n ' t d r i v e t h a t . The p r i v a t e s e c t o r and 

th e demand has t o d r i v e i t . 

But we need an adequate r e f u e l i n g 

s t a t i o n so t h a t we can get a r e f u e l i n g and g e t back 

o u t . F o r i n s t a n c e , t h e l a s t t h i n g somebody wants t o 

h e a r from a snowplow i s w e ' l l be back i n 30 m i n u t e s 

because we have t o go r e f u e l . 

So t h e more p r e v a l e n t t h e r e f u e l i n g 

s t a t i o n s t h e more o p p o r t u n i t y i t i s f o r u s . 

We're a l s o l o o k i n g a t c o u p l i n g w i t h 

t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s . T h ere's two i s s u e s w i t h c h a n g i n g 

t o n a t u r a l gas. One's c o n v e r t i n g and t h e c o s t o f 

c o n v e r t i n g and s e e i n g how e c o n o m i c a l l y f e a s i b l e i t i s 

t o r e c o v e r t h a t c o s t . 

The s e c o n d i s t o have a m a i n t e n a n c e 

f a c i l i t y t h a t meets t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s from O.S.H.A. t o 

a c t u a l l y work on them. I guess t h e r e ' s d i f f e r e n t 

r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

For i n s t a n c e , i n W i l l i a m s p o r t , t h e 

t r a n s p o r t agency i s g o i n g t o c o n v e r t t o n a t u r a l gas. 

They're g o i n g t o b u i l d a f a c i l i t y t h a t t h e y ' l l be 

w i l l i n g t o s h a r e w i t h us f o r m a i n t e n a n c e . That means 



an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r us t o i n v e s t i n t h a t t e c h n o l o g y 

and change t h e f l e e t o v e r . 

So we a r e a g g r e s s i v e l y l o o k i n g a t t h a t , 

t r y i n g t o p a r t n e r w i t h o t h e r s t a t e a g e n c i e s , o t h e r 

t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s , and where a p p r o p r i a t e c o n v e r t o ur 

f l e e t where i t makes economic s e n s e . 

REP. PICKETT: I t ' s good news b e c a u s e , 

o f c o u r s e , we c a n n o t n o t o n l y save a l o t o f money i n 

th e b u d g et, b u t we can use t h e p r o d u c t t h a t ' s r i g h t 

h e r e i n our -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: A b s o l u t e l y . 

REP. PICKETT: -- i n our s t a t e . So 

t h a t ' s -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: We'd be v e r y f o o l i s h 

n o t t o do t h a t . 

REP. PICKETT: -- v e r y good news. So 

th a n k you. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Uh-huh. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M a t t S m i t h . 

REP. SMITH: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Thank you, Mr. S e c r e t a r y . Over h e r e . 

And thank you f o r a l l y o u r work o v e r t h e 

l a s t y e a r on t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s s u e s . I know y o u ' r e 



c o m m i t t e d and d e d i c a t e d t o -- t o f i n d i n g a s o l u t i o n 

as opposed t o s i m p l y b l a m i n g o t h e r s f o r t h e p r o b l e m . 

So I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 

One component o f t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

i s s u e t h a t we're f a c i n g t h a t h a s n ' t been t a l k e d a l o t 

about t o d a y i s mass t r a n s i t , and -- and t o d a y 

a c t u a l l y i n P i t t s b u r g h t h e r e i s a h e a r i n g on t h e P o r t 

A u t h o r i t y ' s p r o p o s e d 35 p e r c e n t r e d u c t i o n t h a t , I 

b e l i e v e , w i l l t a k e e f f e c t i n September o f t h i s y e a r . 

And as p a r t o f t h a t , p a r t o f t h e 

t e s t i m o n y t o d a y , I know, and o v e r t h e l a s t c o u p l e 

weeks some o f t h e s t a t e m e n t s t h a t have been made, 

t h a t t h a t l e v e l o f r e d u c t i o n i n t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y ' s 

s e r v i c e w i l l d i r e c t l y r e s u l t i n l e s s economic 

d e v e l o p m e n t . I t w i l l t h r e a t e n t h e economic rebound 

t h a t -- t h a t has been o c c u r r i n g i n w e s t e r n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a o v e r t h e l a s t f i v e t o t e n y e a r s . 

I t ' s a j o b s i s s u e . I t ' s an economic 

gro w t h i s s u e . 

Can you e l a b o r a t e a l i t t l e b i t , e i t h e r 

t h e work w i t h t h e c o m m i s s i o n o r t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 

on how i m p o r t a n t t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n v i e w s mass 

t r a n s i t i n v e s t m e n t and whether you v i e w i t as b e i n g 

d i r e c t l y c o n n e c t e d t o economic growth? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: I t a b s o l u t e l y i s 



c o n n e c t e d t o economic g r o w t h and s t a b i l i t y . You 

know, I a s k e d -- got a s k e d t h e q u e s t i o n e a r l i e r about 

t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f -- o f funds t o r u r a l a r e a s v e r s u s 

u r b a n a r e a s . And i t i s t r u e t h a t we s u b s i d i z e r u r a l 

r o a d s . And, you know, p e o p l e ask me f r e q u e n t l y about 

t h e s u b s i d y f o r mass t r a n s i t , w h i c h we do s u b s i d i z e 

them. 

But we s u b s i d i z e r u r a l r o a d s a t a l o t 

h i g h e r r a t e t h a n we s u b s i d i z e o ur mass t r a n s i t 

s y s t e m s . Where does t h e money come from f o r t h e 

r u r a l r o a d s ? From our u r b a n c e n t e r s , w h i c h r e q u i r e a 

h e a l t h y mass t r a n s i t s y s t e m i n o r d e r t o be 

e c o n o m i c a l l y v i a b l e . 

So we c e r t a i n l y need t o i n v e s t i n mass 

t r a n s i t . 

The P o r t A u t h o r i t y ' s s i t u a t i o n i s u n i q u e 

because o f t h e t h r e e f a c t o r s . One i s t h e l e g a c y 

c o s t s f o r r e t i r e e s . They're t h e o n l y t r a n s i t agency 

i n t h e s t a t e t h a t o f f e r s f u l l l i f e t i m e b e n e f i t s f o r 

r e t i r e e s . T h a t ' s p r o b a b l y 25 t o $30 m i l l i o n o f t h e 

p o r t i o n o f t h e c o s t s t h e y ' r e t a l k i n g . That was a 

l o c a l l y d e c i d e d i s s u e i n n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h u n i o n s . 

The s e c o n d was debt s e r v i c e w h i c h 

e x t e n d s t o t h e y e a r about 2028 o r 2030. I'm n o t 

e x a c t l y s u r e o f t h e debt s e r v i c e . But out a r o u n d 



t h a t v i c i n i t y i s debt s e r v i c e . A g a i n , about a n o t h e r 

t h i r d o f t h e p r o b l e m . 

And t h e o t h e r t h i r d i s t h e y c u r r e n t l y 

have h i g h o p e r a t o r r a t e s , w h i c h , a g a i n , i s h i g h e r 

t h a n o t h e r s o f comparable s i z e . S i g n i f i c a n t l y 

h i g h e r . 

So I t h i n k i t ' s a c o m b i n a t i o n t h e r e o f 

b o t h s t a t e and l o c a l and u n i o n - r e l a t e d i s s u e s f o r t h e 

P o r t A u t h o r i t y , w h i c h i s d i f f e r e n t . 

B u t , i n g e n e r a l , I t o t a l l y a g r e e w i t h 

you t h a t we need a h e a l t h y mass t r a n s i t s y s t e m a c r o s s 

-- b o t h i n our r u r a l a r e a s and u r b a n a r e a s . Our 

s e n i o r c i t i z e n s r e l y on mass t r a n s i t i n many a r e a s t o 

-- f o r t h e M e d i c a l A s s i s t a n c e r i d e s . I t ' s v e r y 

i m p o r t a n t . 

And, as you say, i n P i t t s b u r g h , i f we 

don't have -- i f t h e c u t s do go i n t o p l a c e , we don't 

even have s u f f i c i e n t p a r k i n g i f p e o p l e had t o go t o 

c a r s t o g e t i n t o t h e c i t y . 

And from my p e r s p e c t i v e on t h e highway 

s i d e , p u t t i n g more t r a f f i c on t h o s e a l r e a d y c o n g e s t e d 

r o a d s i s not g o i n g t o h e l p a n y t h i n g . 

REP. SMITH: Yeah. And I t h i n k i t ' s bad 

when you l o o k a t mass t r a n s i t , b o t h i n s o u t h e a s t e r n 

and s o u t h w e s t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a , i t ' s r e a l l y one o f t h e 



few i s s u e s t h a t t o u c h e s a c r o s s e v e r y demographic 

and -- and age group. 

As you m e n t i o n e d , s e n i o r c i t i z e n s a r e 

dependent on i t . Younger i n d i v i d u a l s g o i n g t o work 

a r e dependent on i t . E m p l o y e r s t o g e t t h e i r 

employees t o a j o b l o c a t i o n a r e dependent on i t . So 

i t ' s r e a l l y s o m e t h i n g I t h i n k t h a t i s i n t e r c o n n e c t e d 

a c r o s s a whole h o s t o f -- o f demographic g r o u p s , o f 

s e c t o r s . 

And, you know, I t h i n k t h a t one o f t h e 

t h i n g s when you t a l k t o f o l k s o u t i n our a r e a i n 

w e s t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a , and -- and --and t h e u n i o n s and 

management and -- and t h e c o u n t y e x e c u t i v e s , one o f 

th e t h i n g s t h a t ' s f r u s t r a t i n g t o them i s I t h i n k t h e y 

a l l a g ree t h a t -- t h a t each s i d e , management and 

l a b o r , a r e w i l l i n g t o make t h e changes and i n many 

c a s e s have made t h e changes t o make t h e P o r t 

A u t h o r i t y s u s t a i n a b l e l o n g t e r m w i t h a f u n d i n g 

model. 

But one o f t h e i r f r u s t r a t i o n s , as i t ' s 

been e x p r e s s e d t o me, i s , you know, t h e y a l s o need 

t h a t o t h e r p i e c e o f a d e d i c a t e d s o u r c e o f i n v e s t m e n t 

i n mass t r a n s i t and t h e y h a v e n ' t u n f o r t u n a t e l y -- and 

I know Chairman Markosek t o u c h e d on i t e a r l i e r 

h a v e n ' t -- h e a r d a n y t h i n g from t h e G o v e r n o r 



s p e c i f i c a l l y on what he w i l l come t o t h e t a b l e w i t h 

i n terms o f some f u n d i n g when t h e y ' r e w i l l i n g a t t h e 

same t i m e t o make c o n c e s s i o n s and make a l o t o f 

changes t o t h e s u s t a i n a b i l i t y o f t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y . 

And I t h i n k -- you know, one o f t h e 

t h i n g s I t h i n k t h e p u b l i c wants us a l l t o do i s n o t 

c a s t blame, and I know t h e G o v e r n o r has m e n t i o n e d 

t h i s i s a d e c a d e s ' s l o n g p r o b l e m and he's n o t 

c e r t a i n l y g o i n g t o s o l v e i t o v e r n i g h t . 

But I do t h i n k t h e p u b l i c e x p e c t s some 

s o l u t i o n from t h e G o v e r n o r a f t e r a y e a r o r a y e a r and 

a h a l f , and I don't t h i n k -- I don't t h i n k t h a t ' s 

a s k i n g t o o much, r e s p e c t f u l l y , from t h e G o v e r n o r . 

And -- and on t h a t n o t e , have t h e r e been 

any m e e t i n g s o v e r t h e l a s t c o u p l e months d i r e c t l y 

r e l a t e d t o t h e TFAC recommendations o r a r e t h e r e any 

m e e t i n g s s c h e d u l e d d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o t h a t i s s u e 

between t h e l e g i s l a t i v e l e a d e r s h i p and t h e G o v e r n o r ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: The Go v e r n o r s t a t e d 

i n h i s budget a d d r e s s t h a t he wants t o s c h e d u l e a 

m e e t i n g w i t h l e g i s l a t i v e l e a d e r s t o -- t o d i s c u s s t h e 

TFAC t o see what's r e a s o n a b l e . 

I don't t h i n k t h a t m e e t i n g ' s been 

s c h e d u l e d t o d a t e . 

I can t e l l you we've had a l o t o f 



i n t e r n a l m e e t i n g s w i t h i n t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n on TFAC. 

To t h e p o i n t o f c a l l i n g i t Groundhog Day. You know, 

the same m e e t i n g m u l t i p l e t i m e s on t h i s t o p i c . 

But we c e r t a i n l y -- you know, as he 

s a i d , t h e n e x t s t e p i s t o work w i t h t h e l e g i s l a t i v e 

l e a d e r s t o say, okay, we know what t h e p r o b l e m i s . 

We know what t h e many s o l u t i o n s a r e . What's w o r k a b l e 

t o go f o r w a r d ? 

REP. SMITH: But t h e G o v e r n o r h a s n ' t met 

w i t h R e p r e s e n t a t i v e F r a n k e l , who p u t t h e TFAC 

recommendations i n l e g i s l a t i v e form on t h e House 

s i d e , o r S e n a t o r Corman, who p u t TFAC recommendations 

t o g e t h e r as a l e g i s l a t i v e v e h i c l e on t h e Senate 

s i d e ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: To d a t e , no. 

REP. SMITH: Okay. And -- and, a g a i n , 

j u s t t o s o r t o f sum up, I -- I a p p r e c i a t e t h e work 

y o u ' r e d o i n g . I -- I t h i n k , as Chairman Markosek 

s a i d , y o u ' r e d o i n g a g r e a t j o b . 

But a t t h e end o f t h e day we r e a l l y need 

th e G o v e r n o r t o s t e p up and a c t u a l l y s e t up a m e e t i n g 

w i t h t h e l e g i s l a t i v e l e a d e r s who a r e p u s h i n g t h i s , 

t h e TFAC recommendations, t o f i n d o u t o f t h a t menu o f 

o p t i o n s t h a t you a l l p l a c e d w i t h i n t h e 

recommendations w h i c h ones a r e w o r k a b l e f o r t h e 



G o v e r n o r . 

Because i t i s an emergency. Not o n l y on 

th e r o a d s and b r i d g e s s i d e b u t , as I s a i d , on t h e 

mass t r a n s i t s i d e where -- where t h o s e o f us i n 

w e s t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a a r e l o o k i n g a t t h e d e c i m a t i o n o f 

our mass t r a n s i t s y s t e m , w h i c h w i l l n o t o n l y i m p a c t 

t h e r i d e r s o f mass t r a n s i t , b u t i m p a c t economic 

g r o w t h t h a t ' s c u r r e n t l y o c c u r r i n g i n w e s t e r n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

So I w o u l d j u s t i m p l o r e you. I f he 

needs Chairman M a r k o s e k ' s c e l l phone, I can g i v e t h e 

Go v e r n o r Chairman M a r k o s e k ' s c e l l phone i f t h a t w o u l d 

be h e l p f u l . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: You want t o announce 

i t -¬

REP. SMITH: But t h a n k you. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: — h e r e w h i l e we're 

on TV? I'm s u r e t h e Chairman w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 

REP. SMITH: He would, I'm s u r e . Thank 

you. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Thank you. 

REP. GEIST: And e v e r y b o d y e l s e w o u l d . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Yeah. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Gordon D e n l i n g e r . 



REP. DENLINGER: Thank you, 

Mr. C hairman. 

And good m o r n i n g , Mr. S e c r e t a r y . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Good m o r n i n g . 

REP. DENLINGER: Thank you f o r j o i n i n g 

us . 

I want t o go back a f t e r t h e TFAC j u s t a 

l i t t l e b i t i f we can, and I know we've had some 

d i s c u s s i o n s about i t t h i s m o r n i n g . 

But d o i n g some rough math on t h i s , t h e 

u n c a p p i n g o f t h e o i l company f r a n c h i s e t a x , w h i c h 

c u r r e n t l y , I t h i n k , i s capped out a t 19.2 c e n t s -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: C o r r e c t . 

REP. DENLINGER: -- p e r g a l l o n . Based 

on -- and, a g a i n , I'm j u s t l o o k i n g a t c u r r e n t i n f o 

h e r e -- 3.13 as a p r i c e p e r g a l l o n , w h o l e s a l e p r i c e 

f o r March p u r c h a s e s . 

I f we were t o uncap t h a t , we're t a l k i n g 

about an OCFT o f 48 c e n t s o r an i n c r e a s e p e r g a l l o n 

o f 28.8 c e n t s . And I'm w o n d e r i n g , q u i t e f r a n k l y , i f 

i n y o u r r o l e w i t h -- w i t h i n t h e TFAC Commission was 

t h e r e a f r a n k d i s c u s s i o n about the p o s s i b i l i t y , t h e 

p r o b a b i l i t y o f p o l i c y m a k e r s on b o t h s i d e s o f t h e 

a i s l e t h r o w i n g up a v o t e t o i n c r e a s e t h e p e r -- t h e 

p e r p r i c e -- g a l l o n p r i c e a t t h e pump 28.8 c e n t s p e r 



g a l l o n ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: We had e x t e n s i v e 

d i s c u s s i o n about t h e e f f e c t o f i t . And f r a n k l y t h e 

r e a s o n -- t h e -- t h e o i l company f r a n c h i s e t a x was 

l o o k e d a t i n s t e a d o f a f l a t t a x i s t h a t t h e r e ' s two 

components on our c u r r e n t t a x i n g on g a s o l i n e t a x . 

One i s a f l a t t a x o f 12 c e n t s . The 

o t h e r i s t h e o i l company f r a n c h i s e t a x . The o i l 

company f r a n c h i s e t a x i s a t t h e w h o l e s a l e l e v e l , and 

as s e c r e t a r y -- p r e v i o u s l y S e c r e t a r y Mowry s a i d , when 

t h e y changed the m i l l a g e r a t e t h e r e was n o t a d i r e c t 

c o r r e l a t i o n t o t h e pump. 

And t h e r e a s o n t h a t -- t h a t we b e l i e v e 

t h a t t h a t w o u l d n ' t o c c u r i n t h e f u t u r e and i t 

w o u l d n ' t be as d i r e c t as you s u g g e s t e d i s t h a t t o d a y , 

i f you l o o k a t -- a c r o s s t h e s t a t e i n our m a j o r c i t y 

a r e a s a c r o s s t h e s t a t e , y o u ' l l see a f l u c t u a t i o n p e r 

g a l l o n o f 15 t o 20 c e n t s p e r g a l l o n , t o d a y . I f you 

g e t on t o d a y and G o o g l e d i t , t h a t ' s what you f i n d . 

W i t h t h e e x a c t same t a x s t r u c t u r e . 

So what's t h a t t e l l you? I t t e l l s you 

t h a t t a x e s a l o n e do n o t d r i v e t h e p r i c e o f f u e l . 

What d r i v e s t h e p r i c e o f f u e l a r e many f a c t o r s a t t h e 

w h o l e s a l e l e v e l . 

What w o u l d happen i n terms o f t h e 



m a r k e t s a d j a c e n t ? F o r i n s t a n c e , i n o t h e r s t a t e s . 

What's happened i n terms o f demand? 

And we know t h a t i f we p l a c e -- f o r 

i n s t a n c e , you s a i d an i n c r e a s e o f 28 c e n t s as a f l a t 

t a x , i t w o u l d a b s o l u t e l y g e t p a s s e d on t o d r i v e r s . 

I f we do i t a t t h e w h o l e s a l e l e v e l , o t h e r f a c t o r s 

f a c t o r i n t o t h e i r p r i c i n g s t r a t e g i e s . Not 

n e c e s s a r i l y gas. 

So we don't b e l i e v e i t wo u l d be f u l l y 

p a s s e d on. How much o f i t ? I t w o u l d be v e r y 

d i f f i c u l t t o e v e r know because we c a n ' t g e t t o t h a t 

i n f o r m a t i o n . 

But we know i t ' s n e v e r been c e n t f o r 

c e n t . T h a t ' s why we b e l i e v e i t ' s t h e a p p r o p r i a t e 

p l a c e t o i n c r e a s e t h e a c t u a l c o s t . 

REP. DENLINGER: I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . I t 

i s -- I mean even, you know, u s i n g y o u r argument, 

l e t ' s s ay o n l y 20 c e n t s a c t u a l l y g e t s p a s s e d on, b u t 

a v e r y t o u g h s i t u a t i o n i n an economy such as we a r e 

i n . And I -- and I know you u n d e r s t a n d t h a t so -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: I do. The o n l y t h i n g 

I ' d p o i n t o u t i s t h a t t h e -- l e t ' s -- l e t ' s l o o k a t 

i t t h e o t h e r way, i f we don't do i t . 

I f we don't do i t , what a r e we c h a r g i n g 

you o t h e r w i s e ? L i k e i f y o u ' r e i n an u r b a n a r e a and 



y o u ' r e s i t t i n g i n c o n g e s t i o n and -- on a d a i l y b a s i s , 

i f y o u ' r e s i t t i n g i n any o f our u r b a n a r e a s , and -¬

and t h a t happens a l l t h e t i m e on a d a i l y b a s i s , i f 

yo u ' r e w a s t i n g a h a l f g a l l o n o f gas t o d a y , even i f 

you assume i t ' s $3 a g a l l o n , i f t h e t o t a l f u e l t h a t 

y o u ' r e consuming w h i l e y o u ' r e s i t t i n g i n t r a f f i c 

b e c ause we're n o t w i l l i n g t o do a n y t h i n g about i t , 

t h a t c o s t c o u l d be a d o l l a r f i f t y a day o r 7.50 a 

week. 

T h a t ' s a much h i g h e r c o s t t h a n what we'd 

l i k e t o c h a r g e t o f i x t h e p r o b l e m s . So t h e r e ' s a 

c o s t t o t a k i n g a c t i o n t o m o t o r i s t s , b u t I a l w a y s t e l l 

e v e r y o n e t h a t government i s g o i n g t o c h a r g e you one 

way o r a n o t h e r . 

I f we don't c h a r g e you t o f i x t h i s 

p r o b l e m on t h i s p a r t i c u l a r i s s u e , we're c h a r g i n g you 

a n o t h e r way. We're c h a r g i n g you t o s i t i n t r a f f i c o r 

d r i v i n g a r o u n d p o s t e d and c l o s e d b r i d g e s . And t h a t 

c o s t i s much h i g h e r and t h e b e n e f i c i a r y i s t h e o i l 

c ompanies. 

And, q u i t e f r a n k l y , I don't t h i n k t h e y 

need our h e l p making p r o f i t s r i g h t now. 

REP. DENLINGER: That p o i n t i s 

a p p r e c i a t e d . 

And one o t h e r i s s u e q u i c k l y i f I can i n 



t h e f i r s t r o u n d -- and I'd l i k e t o be added t o t h e 

sec o n d r o u n d -- i s s o m e t h i n g t h a t I t h i n k we're a l l 

w r e s t l i n g w i t h and t h a t ' s t h e movement t o w a r d z e r o 

e m i s s i o n v e h i c l e s , w h i c h a r e now mass m a r k e t e d , t h e 

N i s s a n L e a f and so f o r t h . 

T hey're p l u g g i n g i n n o t -- t h e y ' r e 

p u t t i n g m i l e s on our r o a d s . They're n o t p a y i n g . 

I'm w o n d e r i n g , do you as -- as head o f 

our c h i e f -- as c h i e f o f our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n agency 

have a p e r s p e c t i v e on what you wo u l d s u g g e s t , be t h a t 

some k i n d o f v e h i c l e m i l e s c a p t u r e d e v i c e on c a r s o r 

i s t h e r e some o t h e r p e r h a p s t a x a t t h e e l e c t r i c 

c h a r g i n g s t a t i o n t h a t you wo u l d p r e f e r t o see? 

What -- what wo u l d you l i k e t o see 

t h e r e ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , we're g o i n g t o 

s t u d y t h a t a c t u a l l y . That was p a r t o f t h e TFAC 

recommendations, was t o have us i n i t i a t e a s t u d y o f 

what's t h e n e x t g e n e r a t i o n o f f i n a n c e . 

Because i f you l o o k n o t o n l y a t -- as 

you say t h e p l u g - i n s b u t j u s t s i m p l y t h e CAFE 

s t a n d a r d s , meaning t h e a v e r a g e f u e l e f f i c i e n c y , i t -¬

i t ' s f o r e c a s t r i g h t now t h a t by t h e y e a r 2025 

w e ' l l -- even i f e v e r y b o d y d r i v e s t h e same m i l e a g e , 

we're g o i n g t o have $350 m i l l i o n a y e a r l e s s j u s t 



from -- because o f i n c r e a s e d m i l e s p e r g a l l o n . 

And t h a t ' s a l l f a c t o r s . I t ' s n o t j u s t 

t h e e l e c t r i c v e h i c l e s . 

We do have an a l t e r n a t i v e f u e l t a x we 

can c o l l e c t on, say, n a t u r a l gas and o t h e r s b a s e d on 

BTU. But i t ' s h a r d t o do i t f o r e l e c t r i c , b e c a u s e , 

as you say, t h e y can p l u g i t i n a t home. And how do 

you i s o l a t e what p o r t i o n o f t h e e l e c t r i c b i l l was 

used f o r t h e c a r ? 

So some t y p e o f a m i l e a g e t a x i s where 

we need t o g e t t o as a n a t i o n . And I say as a 

n a t i o n , b ecause i t goes beyond t h e b o r d e r s o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

Because how do you c o l l e c t from o t h e r 

f o l k s who a r e d r i v i n g i n from o t h e r s t a t e s ? I t c o u l d 

be an odometer t a x . I t c o u l d be on your r e g i s t r a t i o n 

t i e d t o t h e amount o f m i l e s you d r i v e a y e a r . 

I t c o u l d be on -- we had a s u g g e s t i o n 

from one o f our employees, and I t h o u g h t i t was a 

good i d e a , w h i c h i s t o l o o k a t t a x i n g o i l , motor 

o i l . Because i f y o u ' r e d r i v i n g an e l e c t r i c c a r , you 

s t i l l need o i l t o r u n t h e e n g i n e . 

As a t r a n s i t i o n . M eaning you m i g h t 

e l i m i n a t e t h e gas t a x and r e p l a c e i t w i t h a d i f f e r e n t 

v e r s i o n . 



So t h e r e ' s a l o t o f t h i n g s o u t t h e r e . I 

t h i n k t h e a c t u a l VMT, v e h i c l e m i l e s t r a v e l t a x , I 

b e l i e v e i s way out t h e r e i n t h e f u t u r e b ecause o f t h e 

d i f f i c u l t y i n g e t t i n g p e o p l e t o agr e e t o have 

s o m e t h i n g i n t h e i r v e h i c l e t h a t t r a c k s where t h e y ' r e 

g o i n g . The B i g B r o t h e r e f f e c t o f t h a t . 

There m i g h t be a younger g e n e r a t i o n t h a t 

d o e s n ' t c a r e about t h a t , b u t I can t e l l you, j u s t 

when we t a l k about EZ Pass p e o p l e g e t c o n c e r n e d about 

u s i n g t h a t and b e i n g t r a c k e d . So I t h i n k t h a t ' s a 

20, 30 o r beyond i s s u e . 

I n t h e i n t e r i m we've been p u s h i n g t h e 

f e d e r a l government t o r e l a x t h e i r r e s t r i c t i o n s on 

t o l l i n g . Why? T o l l i n g i s m i l e a g e b a s e d . The 

i n t e r s t a t e s y s t e m i s 50 y e a r s o l d . I t needs t o be 

r e b u i l t . 

We s h o u l d be s p e n d i n g a b i l l i o n and a 

h a l f j u s t on t h e i n t e r s t a t e s y s t e m . I-95 a l o n e m i g h t 

be a 12 t o $15 b i l l i o n p r o j e c t , t o r e b u i l d t h a t . 

I f we can do t o l l i n g -- and -- and, you 

know, I know many o f you a r e -- were c o n c e r n e d about 

t o l l i n g 80 because we s e l e c t e d one r o a d . I f we s a i d 

we're g o i n g t o t o t o l l a l l o f t h e i n t e r s t a t e s o r t h e 

ma j o r ones o v e r a f i v e - y e a r p e r i o d , so t h e r e ' s no 

economic d i s p a r i t y between t h e c o r r i d o r s . T o l l i n g i s 



m i l e a g e b a s e d . 

The f e d e r a l government c u r r e n t l y d o e s n ' t 

a l l o w t h a t . We're p u s h i n g them h a r d t o r e l a x t h a t 

r e s t r i c t i o n b e cause t h a t c o u l d be an i n t e r i m s t e p so 

t h a t i f y o u ' r e d r i v i n g an e l e c t r i c v e h i c l e , f o r 

i n s t a n c e , t h e t u r n p i k e , t h e y ' l l g e t t h e same revenue 

from a L e a f t h a t t h e y ' l l g e t from my 300, my C h r y s l e r 

300. 

Because i t d o e s n ' t m a t t e r how i t ' s 

f u e l e d . I t ' s b a s e d on a m i l e a g e b a s i s . So t o l l i n g 

c o u l d be an i n t e r i m s t e p . 

REP. DENLINGER: V e r y good. I 

a p p r e c i a t e t h o s e comments. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

The n e x t -- t h e n e x t q u e s t i o n w i l l be by 

Tim Mahoney. 

REP. MAHONEY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Thanks f o r coming, Mr. S e c r e t a r y . 

I want t o change up a l i t t l e b i t . I -¬

I want your o p i n i o n on t h e s h a r e d r i d e programs, t h e 

s e n i o r r i d e programs and t h e d i s a b i l i t y f o r p e o p l e 

r i d e programs, and where do you t h i n k t h e f u n d i n g i s 

g o i n g t o be i n t h e f u t u r e f o r t h e s e programs? 



SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , t h e r e ' s t h r e e 

programs t h a t I ' l l c a l l s h a r e d r i d e . We a d m i n i s t e r 

them, t h e a g i n g d e partment a d m i n i s t e r s one, and t h e n 

t h e DPW a d m i n i s t e r s t h e M e d i c a l A s s i s t a n c e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n program. 

So t h e r e ' s t h r e e components t o s h a r e d 

r i d e , and t h e f u n d i n g comes out o f t h e G e n e r a l Fund. 

And f r a n k l y b o t h o ur s t a t e and o t h e r s t a t e s , h a v i n g 

s e r v e d on f i n a n c e c o m m i s s i o n s i n o t h e r s t a t e s , a r e 

w r e s t l i n g w i t h t h i s p r o b l e m . 

I t h i n k t h e s o l u t i o n t o t h i s i s 

t w o f o l d . One, I t h i n k we s h o u l d work t o w a r d s 

c o n s o l i d a t i n g t h o s e t h r e e programs i n t o one agency 

a d m i n i s t e r i n g them. Because i t ' s d i f f i c u l t f o r t h e 

t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s t o d e a l w i t h t h r e e o f us 

a d m i n i s t e r i n g c e r t a i n f u n d s a t t h e c o u n t y l e v e l . And 

i t ' s b o t h c o u n t y l e v e l and t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s . 

So I t h i n k t h a t ' s one t h i n g t h a t w o u l d 

b o t h save our end o f government money and make i t 

e a s i e r f o r our l o c a l p a r t n e r s . And we're w o r k i n g 

t o w a r d s t h a t t o see i f we can a c c o m p l i s h t h a t . 

The o t h e r t h i n g i s c o n s o l i d a t i o n a t t h e 

c o u n t y l e v e l . R i g h t now e v e r y c o u n t y a d m i n i s t e r s 

t h o s e programs, and i n some c o u n t i e s you c a n ' t c r o s s 

c o u n t y l i n e s . So someone mi g h t have an M e d i c a l 



A s s i s t a n c e d o c t o r v i s i t and t h e d o c t o r m i g h t be -¬

t h e r e m i g h t be one f i v e m i l e s away, a c r o s s t h e c o u n t y 

l i n e , and mi g h t be 50 m i l e s t h e o t h e r d i r e c t i o n 

w i t h i n t h e c o u n t y . So r i g h t now we're p a y i n g f o r 

t h a t 5 0 - m i l e r i d e i n s t e a d o f t h e f i v e - m i l e r i d e 

a c r o s s c o u n t y l i n e s . 

I f we c o n s o l i d a t e and say t h a t we're 

g o i n g t o have c o u n t i e s j o i n e d t o g e t h e r and o f f e r 

t h o s e i n m u l t i - c o u n t y j u r i s d i c t i o n s , one, i t 

e l i m i n a t e s t h a t c o s t . And, s e c o n d l y , i t e l i m i n a t e s 

some d u p l i c a t i v e o v e r h e a d c o s t o f each c o u n t y 

a d m i n i s t e r i n g t h e program. 

Some c o u n t i e s have a l r e a d y done t h i s . I 

t h i n k i t a p p l i e s t o b o t h t h e s h a r e d r i d e s e r v i c e s as 

w e l l as f i x e d r o u t e . We've seen tremendous s a v i n g s . 

So w i t h t h e same e x a c t f u n d i n g l e v e l , we 

c o u l d p r o v i d e b e t t e r s e r v i c e a t a l o w e r c o s t i f we 

d i d c o n s o l i d a t i o n b o t h a t t h e s t a t e l e v e l and t h e 

c o u n t y l e v e l . 

I t h i n k we have t o do t h a t b e c a u s e I 

t h i n k t h a t t h e d o l l a r s a r e g o i n g t o c o n t i n u e t o be 

t i g h t . The c o s t o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s g o i n g t o 

c o n t i n u e t o grow as t h e c o s t o f f u e l goes up. So we 

have t o combat t h e c o s t s where we can. 

C o n s o l i d a t i o n w o u l d combat i t b o t h a t 



t h e s t a t e and l o c a l l e v e l . 

REP. MAHONEY: Thank you v e r y much f o r 

your o p i n i o n . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Q u i g l e y . 

REP. QUIGLEY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Thank you, Mr. S e c r e t a r y . 

I j u s t wanted t o g e t , you know, an 

o p i n i o n o r some i n p u t from you as i t r e l a t e s t o t h e 

whole c o n c e p t o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g and t r y i n g t o 

s e l l i t t o t h e p u b l i c . 

Because -- and I ' l l j u s t g i v e you an 

a n e c d o t a l example. L a s t y e a r , as you p r o b a b l y know, 

th e Delaware V a l l e y R e g i o n a l P l a n n i n g Commission had 

a p r o p o s a l t o t o l l Route 422 t h r o u g h B e r k s County, 

Montgomery County, C h e s t e r County. 

M y s e l f and my c o l l e a g u e s were c o n f r o n t e d 

w i t h t h a t i s s u e , and we a c t u a l l y h e l d a p u b l i c forum 

t o l e t t h e Delaware V a l l e y R e g i o n a l P l a n n i n g 

Commission make t h e i r p i t c h t o what's wrong w i t h 422, 

how t h i s p l a n w o u l d h e l p , t h a t s o r t o f t h i n g . 

We had about 450 p e o p l e show up, 

o b v i o u s l y n o t happy w i t h t h e i d e a o f t o l l i n g , and t h e 

b i g g e s t a p p l a u s e l i n e t h a t one o f t h e p r o p o n e n t s o f 

t h e t o l l i n g got i s , when we t a l k e d about t h e 



d i f f e r e n t o p t i o n s , when he s a i d , t h e o t h e r o p t i o n we 

c o u l d do n o t h i n g , and t h a t was t h e b i g g e s t a p p l a u s e 

l i n e p e r h a p s o f t h e -- o f t h e e v e n i n g . 

So, you know, I t h i n k when we t a l k about 

t h i s i d e a o f l o o k i n g a t t h e -- t h e o i l s t o c k and 

f r a n c h i s e t a x , l o o k i n g a t t h e i d e a o f t o l l i n g , 

t h e r e -- t h e r e seems t o be a d i s c o n n e c t , a t l e a s t 

from -- from my p e r s p e c t i v e and -- and t h r o u g h t h a t 

example and o t h e r examples where we t a l k about t h e 

need f o r more money and more f u n d i n g and y e t p e o p l e 

i n my d i s t r i c t -- we j u s t had two b r i d g e s t h a t were 

r e p a i r e d , one between R o y e r s f o r d and S p r i n g C i t y and 

t h e n one i n P o t t s t o w n o v e r t h e Manatawney Creek, and 

I want t o compliment t h e d e p a r t m e n t and t h o s e 

c o n t r a c t o r s b ecause a l l t h a t work was done w e l l ahead 

o f t i m e so t h e p e o p l e were v e r y t h a n k f u l f o r t h a t . 

But do you see what I mean where we're 

t a l k i n g about we need more money and y e t p e o p l e 

d r i v i n g a r o u n d see t h e s e p r o j e c t s g o i n g on r i g h t now, 

Route 202 b e i n g t o r n up down t h e m i d d l e f o r 

c o n s t r u c t i o n . So I t h i n k i t ' s -- we have t r o u b l e as 

l e g i s l a t o r s t r y i n g t o c o n v i n c e p e o p l e t h a t we need 

more money f o r t h e s e p r o j e c t s . 

I j u s t wanted t o know, you know, i s 

t h e r e any way we c o u l d do t h a t b e t t e r o r any way we 



c o u l d work w i t h t h e de p a r t m e n t t o t r y t o get t h a t 

message out t h e r e ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: S u r e . W e l l , one 

t h i n g we're w o r k i n g on, you know, Bob Lathmyer h e r e 

i s from ABC. We t a l k e d about m e s s a g i n g and, you 

know, how do we g e t t h e p u b l i c t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e 

b e n e f i t o f what we're d o i n g on t h i s ? 

And I t h i n k we're w o r k i n g t o w a r d s t h a t , 

and p e r h a p s we can g e t some i n f o r m a t i o n o u t t o you 

r e g a r d i n g t h i s . 

I t h i n k t h e i s s u e t h a t I o f t e n t r y t o 

t a l k about -- and I s p e n t my whole c a r e e r i n t h e 

f i e l d t a l k i n g t o t h e p u b l i c about t h i s i s s u e , and n o t 

t h i s s t a t e b u t o t h e r s t a t e s , i s t h a t -- what's t h e 

c o s t i f we don't do a n y t h i n g ? 

A g a i n , I r e l a t e i t t o -- I t r y t o r e l a t e 

i t t o p e o p l e i n terms o f s o m e t h i n g t h e y m i g h t -- t h e y 

m i g h t u n d e r s t a n d . On a d a i l y b a s i s , what a r e you 

s p e n d i n g i n gas? 

And what -- as I m e n t i o n e d e a r l i e r , even 

i f you g e t down t o , say, i s i t a t e n t h o f a g a l l o n , 

l i k e on 422, t h e t r a f f i c backup on t h a t i s c o s t i n g 

t h o s e p e o p l e more t h a n i t -- I ' d say more t h a n a 

t e n t h o f a g a l l o n . 

But even a t a t e n t h o f a g a l l o n o f gas a 



day, i n t h e m o r n i n g and a t n i g h t -¬

REP. QUIGLEY: R i g h t . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: And i t ' s more t h a n 

t h a t . But a t e n t h o f a g a l l o n , a t 3.50 a g a l l o n i s 

35 c e n t s i n t h e m o r n i n g , 35 c e n t s a n i g h t , 70 c e n t s a 

day, 3.50 a week. Not t o m e n t i o n t h e y ' r e n e v e r 

g e t t i n g t h a t t i m e i n t h e i r l i f e b a ck. 

REP. QUIGLEY: R i g h t . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: The -- t h e 

u n r e l i a b i l i t y o f t h e t r i p t i m e . So what we can do 

i s -- t h e f u l l TFAC recommendations, a l l -- i f a l l o f 

them got r e c -- you know, implemented, l e g i s l a t i v e l y 

i m p l emented, by y e a r f i v e , f i v e y e a r s f r om now, i t 

w i l l c o s t t h e a v e r a g e d r i v e r about 2.50 a week. 

I j u s t d e s c r i b e d 3.50 a week w h i c h I 

t h i n k i s w e l l under what t h e r e a l c o s t i s i n f u e l 

c o n s u m p t i o n . We w o u l d be a b l e t o s o l v e t h a t 422 

p r o b l e m w i t h o u t t o l l i n g w i t h -- i f p e o p l e c o n t r i b u t e d 

2.50 a week. 

So t h e q u e s t i o n i s -- and I t h i n k t h i s 

i s a c t u a l l y what I ought t o t a l k t o t h e p u b l i c 

about and t h e b u s i n e s s l e a d e r s -- i s what i f we don't 

do i t ? What's t h e c o s t t o you? And who i s c h a r g i n g 

you? How a r e we c h a r g i n g you i n t h a t e f f e c t ? And 

what i s i t g o i n g t o mean i n terms o f q u a l i t y o f l i f e , 



t r i p r e l i a b i l i t y , and s a f e t y ? 

Because u l t i m a t e l y , when we do p o l l i n g , 

t h a t ' s what p e o p l e a r e c o n c e r n e d a b o u t . I t ' s can I 

get t o my k i d s ' game and know t h a t I -- t h a t i f I 

l e a v e work a t a c e r t a i n t i m e I can a c t u a l l y g e t t h e r e 

i n 40 m i n u t e s . Or i s i t anywhere from 40 m i n u t e s t o 

an hour and 20 m i n u t e s because o f t r a f f i c ? How l o n g 

i s i t g o i n g t o t a k e me t o g e t t o work? 

B u s i n e s s e s , what a r e t h e y s p e n d i n g i n 

terms o f t h e i r t r u c k s and -- and -- and b o t h goods 

and p e o p l e b e i n g s t u c k i n t r a f f i c . What's t h e l o s t 

p r o d u c t i v i t y ? What's t h a t c o s t i n g them? 

I t h i n k we have t o t u r n t h e argument 

ar o u n d a l i t t l e b i t i n terms o f how we can b e n e f i t 

p u b l i c s a f e t y , b e n e f i t q u a l i t y o f l i f e , and r e d u c e 

p e o p l e ' s c o s t s and -- i f t h e y ' r e w i l l i n g t o i n v e s t . 

P e o p l e make t h e same d e c i s i o n s a l l t h e 

t i m e a t home about t a k i n g c a r e o f t h e i r home, t a k i n g 

c a r e o f t h e i r c a r , and r e g u l a r l y m a i n t a i n i n g t h e i r 

c a r . 

You change your o i l f o r a r e a s o n . You 

don't c o m p l a i n about t h e c o s t o f i t . You change i t 

because you want t o e x t e n d t h e l i f e o f your c a r . 

And t h a t ' s what we need t o do w i t h our 

highway s y s t e m s . T h a t ' s what we're w o r k i n g on i n our 



m e s s a g i n g and i t ' s a h o n e s t d i a l o g u e you have t o 

have . 

I t h i n k t h e 422 i s s u e , much l i k e t h e 

I-80 i s s u e , was why t h i s r o u t e ? I f you s a i d we're 

g o i n g t o t o l l a l l t h e i n t e r s t a t e s , i t t a k e s t h e i s s u e 

o f why 80? I f you s a i d we're g o i n g t o t o l l a l l o f 

t h e r o u t e s , you know, t h e major r o u t e s i n and out o f 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , i t t a k e s out o f -- t h e i s s u e o f why us 

i n s t e a d o f 309? 

I t ' s a l o g i c a l q u e s t i o n f o r somebody t o 

ask. Why s h o u l d we pay t h e t o l l when f i v e m i l e s o v e r 

t h e y ' r e n o t p a y i n g i t ? 

REP. QUIGLEY: R i g h t . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: So I t h i n k t h e 

b r o a d e r s o l u t i o n i s t o say e v e r y b o d y i s g o i n g t o 

c o n t r i b u t e t o t h i s and e v e r y b o d y i s g o i n g t o b e n e f i t 

from i t . T h a t ' s what we need t o g e t t o . 

REP. QUIGLEY: Okay. Thank you f o r your 

comments. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. And I ' d 

l i k e t o acknowledge t h e p r e s e n c e o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Mark G i l l e n o f B e r k s County who has j o i n e d u s . 

And t h e n e x t q u e s t i o n w i l l be o f f e r e d 

from R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Ron W a t e r s . 



REP. WATERS: Thank you. Thank you so 

much, Mr. C h a i r . 

And thank you, Mr. S e c r e t a r y , f o r b e i n g 

h e r e t o d a y . 

Mr. S e c r e t a r y , I have two q u e s t i o n s t h a t 

I ' d l i k e t o ask, and one i s not n e c e s s a r i l y r e l a t e d 

t o t h e o t h e r , b u t n o n e t h e l e s s t h e one q u e s t i o n I want 

t o s t a r t o f f w i t h i s t h e -- i n t h e G o v e r n o r ' s budget 

a d d r e s s , he speaks about t h e -- t h e one m i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s f o r n o n d r i v e r ' s l i c e n s e ID c a r d f o r p e o p l e 

who c a n ' t a f f o r d -- o r who -- who don't have o r c a n ' t 

a f f o r d t o p u r c h a s e t h i s -- t h e s t a t e IDs f o r p u r p o s e s 

o f v o t i n g . 

B ased on what -- he had s t a t e d i t ' s 

g o i n g t o be a -- one m i l l i o n d o l l a r s t h a t ' s g o i n g t o 

be u s e d f o r t h a t . 

And a c c o r d i n g t o t h e -- t h e -- t h e maker 

o f t h e b i l l t h a t i s s p o n s o r i n g m a n d a t i n g t h i s , he 

says i t ' s g o i n g t o c o s t about $4.3 m i l l i o n t o do i t . 

T h a t ' s a p r e t t y b i g d i s c r e p a n c y . 

And b a s e d on what o t h e r s t a t e s , l i k e 

I n d i a n a , when t h e y i m p l e m e n t e d i t , t h e y s a i d t h a t i t 

c o s t them about $10 m i l l i o n t o implement t h i s 

program, and t h e i r s t a t e i s a whole l o t s m a l l e r t h a n 

our s t a t e i s . 



Can you p l e a s e speak about t h i s ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: S u r e . The m i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s i s t o r e i m b u r s e us f o r c o s t s t h a t a r e not 

e l i g i b l e f o r motor l i c e n s e use f o r us t o p r o d u c e t h e 

-- t h e a c t u a l p h o t o ID f o r f o l k s t o use -- t o use t o 

comply, as you say, w i t h t h e new r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

R e l a t i v e t o t h e c o s t e s t i m a t e , I may 

have t o g e t back t o you on t h a t . I mean t h a t ' s o ur 

e s t i m a t e b a s e d on what we know about t h e l i c e n s e d 

d r i v e r s , t h e p e o p l e t h a t have t h e photo IDs t o d a y . 

But I -- i f you don't mind, I'd l i k e t o 

get back t o you w i t h an a n a l y s i s on how we got t o 

t h a t number. O f f t h e t o p o f my head I c a n ' t answer 

i t d i r e c t l y , b u t I know t h a t t h e c o s t i s t h e e s t i m a t e 

o f what w o u l d be above and beyond our c o s t s t h a t we 

n o r m a l l y have t o i s s u e d r i v e r ' s l i c e n s e s , and we 

can n o t use motor l i c e n s e f u n d money t o p r o d u c e -¬

REP. WATERS: R i g h t . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: -- a p h o t o ID f o r a 

v o t e r . So t h a t ' s t h e i n t e n t o f t h e c o s t . I n terms 

o f t h e o r i g i n o r t h e e s t i m a t e , I ' l l have t o g e t back 

t o you. 

REP. WATERS: A l l r i g h t . Thank you. 

Thank you. And I a p p r e c i a t e y o u r answer. 

And t h e o t h e r q u e s t i o n i s s o m e t h i n g t h a t 



has o c c u r r e d i n -- i n my d i s t r i c t where t h e r e i s a 

s t a t e highway, and t h e s t a t e highway has some s a f e t y 

i s s u e s i n terms o f i t ' s a wide s t r e e t where p e o p l e 

have a d i f f i c u l t t i m e c r o s s i n g . 

And I h e a r d e a r l i e r about t h e 

c o n v e r s a t i o n about t h e h a n d i c a p ramps. I t ' s -- i t 

made me t h i n k about t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p r o b l e m , t o o . 

In -- i n t h e case o f t h e s t a t e h i g h w a y s , 

I b e l i e v e t h e way t h e dep a r t m e n t g i v e s money t o t h e 

c i t y -- I'm from P h i l a d e l p h i a -- t o h a n d l e t h e s t a t e 

h i g h w a y s , b u t i f t h e r e i s a p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e r n , 

because y e a r s ago when I a s k e d f o r t r a f f i c s i g n a l s t o 

go up i n an a r e a where I b e l i e v e d t h e y were n e c e s s a r y 

because i t was u n s a f e , t h e y were b a s i n g t h e i r 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n as t o i f a t r a f f i c s i g n a l w o u l d go up 

on a c c i d e n t s o r i n j u r i e s t h a t o c c u r r e d a t t h a t 

c r o s s i n g . 

How do you e s t i m a t e -- your d e p a r t m e n t , 

how do you see, what's your e n v i s i o n f o r a s t a t e 

highway t h a t we -- i t s h o u l d be h a n d l e d ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: For t r a f f i c s i g n a l s ? 

REP. WATERS: Yes, f o r t r a f f i c s i g n a l s . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , a n y t i m e anybody 

a s k s us about a t r a f f i c s i g n a l , we c o n d u c t a w a r r a n t 

s t u d y . And t h e r e ' s a number o f w a r r a n t s t o go 



t h r o u g h . I t can be t r a f f i c v olumes. I t can be 

a c c i d e n t s . I t can be s a f e t y - r e l a t e d i s s u e s . There 

ar e a number o f o r s e r i e s o f t h i n g s t h a t say i s i t 

w a r r a n t e d o r n o t ? 

Sometimes th e i n s t a l l a t i o n o f t r a f f i c 

s i g n a l s , i f i t d o e s n ' t meet w a r r a n t s , t h o s e w a r r a n t s 

e x i s t f o r a r e a s o n . I f we don't meet them, what our 

h i s t o r y t e l l s us i s t h a t t h e a c t i o n -- t h e s i g n a l can 

cause a b i g g e r s a f e t y p r o b l e m and i t can cause 

i n c r e a s e d f u e l c o n s u m p t i o n because o f c o n g e s t i o n . 

So t h e -- t h e w a r r a n t s a r e b a s e d on 

a c t u a l a n a l y s i s o f -- o v e r t h e y e a r s o f where t h e y ' v e 

been e f f e c t i v e and n o t e f f e c t i v e . 

So any t i m e someone s u g g e s t s t o us t o 

l o o k a t a s i g n a l , w e ' l l go t h r o u g h and a n a l y z e i t t o 

see what th e t r a f f i c volumes a r e , what t h e a c c i d e n t 

h i s t o r y i s , what t h e p e d e s t r i a n s i t u a t i o n i s , and 

t h e n do an a n a l y s i s o f whether we t h i n k i t meets 

t h o s e w a r r a n t s and w i l l be h e l p f u l o r w o u l d i t be 

h a r m f u l . 

So i f you have s u g g e s t i o n s , we'd be 

happy t o t a k e a l o o k a t a n y t h i n g you -- and -- and 

s h a r e w i t h you t h e r e s u l t s o f our a n a l y s i s t o why we 

t h i n k i t w o u l d be b e n e f i c i a l o r p e r h a p s h a r m f u l t o 

p l a c e one. 



REP. WATERS: I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t answer, 

t o o . And b a s e d on what my c o l l e a g u e s , P a u l C o s t a and 

a l l them, s a i d about you as a s t a n d - u p guy, I l o o k 

f o r w a r d , you know, t o g e t t i n g y o u r i n p u t about a 

c o u p l e o f i s s u e s t h a t we have w i t h s t a t e highways 

i n s i d e t h e c i t y o f P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Would you l i k e me t o 

s e t up a m e e t i n g w i t h you t o -¬

REP. WATERS: A b s o l u t e l y . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: S u r e . W e ' l l do t h a t . 

REP. WATERS: A l l r i g h t . Thank you. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Uh-huh. 

REP. WATERS: Thank you, Mr. S e c r e t a r y . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M a r t i n C a u s e r . 

REP. CAUSER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Welcome, Mr. S e c r e t a r y . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Thank you. 

REP. CAUSER: My q u e s t i o n i n g comes from 

a r u r a l p e r s p e c t i v e . I -- I r e p r e s e n t one o f t h e 

most r u r a l p a r t s o f t h e s t a t e w i t h a l o t o f r u r a l 

s t a t e h i g h w a y s . 

And I know a p r e v i o u s c o l l e a g u e had 

t a l k e d about t h e f u n d i n g f o r m u l a f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n o u t 

t o a c t i v i t i e s i n -- i n t h e p a r t i c u l a r c o u n t i e s , and 



I -- I h e a r from, you know, c o u n t y o f f i c i a l s , c o u n t y 

m a i n t e n a n c e o f f i c i a l s t h a t work f o r you, t h a t t h e r e ' s 

j u s t n e v e r any money a f t e r we do r e g u l a r 

m a i n t e n a n c e . 

And, you know, we're -- we're i n a 

s i t u a t i o n where, you know, we're l u c k y t o see maybe 

one r o a d p e r y e a r paved p e r c o u n t y , and t h a t ' s j u s t a 

v e r y s m a l l s k i m c o a t on t h e t o p . 

You know, so we're -- we're i n a 

c i r c u m s t a n c e where, you know, our -- our r o a d s a r e i n 

v e r y p o o r c o n d i t i o n , and we're not k e e p i n g up w i t h 

t h e m a i n t e n a n c e , b u t y e t t h e p e o p l e t h a t I r e p r e s e n t 

f e e l t h a t we're -- we're n o t g e t t i n g a n y t h i n g now, so 

to l o o k a t o t h e r , you know, t a x e s o r f e e s t h a t we 

may -- t h a t may be p r o p o s e d t o make improvements, t h e 

p e o p l e t h a t I r e p r e s e n t a r e t h i n k i n g , okay, y o u ' r e 

g o i n g t o go t o H a r r i s b u r g and v o t e f o r t h i s s t u f f and 

y o u ' r e s t i l l n o t g o i n g t o g e t a n y t h i n g . 

So i t ' s a v e r y d i f f i c u l t t h i n g t o argue 

when your c o n s t i t u e n t s f e e l t h a t -- t h a t y o u ' r e 

g e t t i n g t h e s h o r t end o f t h e s t i c k now. 

And I u n d e r s t a n d your p r e v i o u s comments 

where you s a i d any t i m e you a d j u s t t h e f u n d i n g 

f o r m u l a t h e r e ' s g o i n g t o be w i n n e r s and l o s e r s . I 

u n d e r s t a n d t h a t . 



And -- b u t i t ' s -- i t ' s a v e r y t o u g h 

s e l l when your c o n s t i t u e n t s a r e n ' t s e e i n g a n y t h i n g 

now. So.... 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , I t h i n k what 

t h e y ' r e -- what t h e y ' r e s e e i n g i s -- y o u ' r e r i g h t on 

t h e c o u n t y m a i n t e n a n c e -- on t h e s t a t e r o a d 

m a i n t e n a n c e where we wo u l d t r a d i t i o n a l l y use 

m a i n t e n a n c e d o l l a r s t o go out and do r e p a v i n g , we're 

d o i n g v e r y l i t t l e o f t h a t . 

We don't have -- as you say we're down 

to b a r e bones on w i n t e r m a i n t e n a n c e and t h e n summer 

m a i n t e n a n c e on b a s i c a l l y h o l d i n g t h e s y s t e m t o g e t h e r , 

n o t i m p r o v i n g i t . 

I f a n y t h i n g , o ur f o c u s on b r i d g e s has 

r e s u l t e d i n t h e r e d u c t i o n o f t h e q u a l i t y o f our r o a d 

s u r f a c e s because we've s a i d t h e b r i d g e s a r e more 

i m p o r t a n t . Because, f r a n k l y , a b r i d g e can f a l l 

down. 

You know, a -- a roadway m i g h t g e t 

rough , b u t i t ' s n o t as dangerous as a b r i d g e p r o b l e m , 

n o r as c o s t l y i f we don't g e t t o i t and we cause 

p e o p l e t o do a -- you know, d r i v e a r o u n d i t f o r a 

d e t o u r p o s t e d . A g a i n , we're n o t g o i n g t o l e t i t f a l l 

down, b u t we c l o s e i t . 

So we have g o t t e n down t o t h e p o i n t 



where our r o a d s u r f a c e s a r e d e t e r i o r a t i n g i n q u a l i t y 

and we're n o t d o i n g , as you say, much p a v i n g . 

I n terms o f y o u r c o n s t i t u e n t s knowing 

what t h e y w o u l d g e t , wo u l d t h e y pay more f e e s , one 

t h i n g I ' l l commit t o each and e v e r y one o f you and 

the p u b l i c w a t c h i n g t h i s , i s t h a t w h a t e v e r g e t s 

d i s c u s s e d as a f e e package, we w i l l have a 

c o r r e s p o n d i n g l i s t o f p r o j e c t s and d o l l a r s f o r 

m a i n t e n a n c e t h a t w i l l go t o each c o u n t y . 

So you w i l l know e x a c t l y what y o u ' r e 

g e t t i n g , what p r o j e c t s we w i l l d e l i v e r o v e r t h e n e x t 

decade, and what money w i l l go t o your c o u n t y f o r 

m a i n t e n a n c e s h o u l d you pay more. 

I t h i n k e v e r y o n e d e s e r v e s t o know, b o t h 

you on b e h a l f o f your c o n s t i t u e n t s and them d i r e c t l y , 

t o be a b l e t o l o o k and see what w o u l d I g e t f o r 

t h i s . So we w i l l p u b l i s h t h a t and d a y l i g h t i t . I 

t h i n k i t ' s t h e r i g h t t h i n g t o do. 

I f we were i n t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r and we 

were s a y i n g we wanted t o r a i s e money from -- f o r -¬

you know, go out and say w e ' l l r a i s e money and s e l l 

new s h a r e s . 

Your s h a r e h o l d e r s , w h i c h i s t h e p u b l i c , 

w o u l d want t o know what a r e you d o i n g w i t h t h e 

money? The b o a r d o f d i r e c t o r s , w h i c h i s you a l l , 



w o u l d want t o know what we're d o i n g w i t h t h e money. 

And we w i l l d a y l i g h t t h a t . 

So t h e y w i l l -- you and t h e y w i l l know 

e x a c t l y what w o u l d happen o v e r t h e n e x t decade s h o u l d 

f u n d i n g be i n c r e a s e d . 

REP. CAUSER: I t h i n k i t ' s v i t a l l y 

i m p o r t a n t . I t h i n k i t ' s s o m e t h i n g we -- we 

d e f i n i t e l y have t o be a b l e t o s e l l t o our 

c o n s t i t u e n t s and show them, i f we're g o i n g t o 

c o n s i d e r t h e s e t h i n g s , t h i s i s e x a c t l y what y o u ' r e 

g o i n g t o g e t . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: A b s o l u t e l y . 

REP. CAUSER: So I — I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 

I mean I come from an -- from an a r e a where I have 

s i g n i f i c a n t d i r t and g r a v e l r o a d s t h a t a r e s t a t e 

r o a d s . I t h i n k some p e o p l e , even i n t h i s b u i l d i n g , 

c a n ' t comprehend t h e f a c t t h a t we have s t a t e highways 

t h a t a r e s t i l l d i r t and g r a v e l . I've -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: L o t s o f them. L o t s 

o f r o a d s . 

REP. CAUSER: And, you know, I've got 

s t a t e highways t h a t h a v e n ' t been paved i n decades 

and -- and, you know, t o -- t o s e l l t h a t back home i s 

v e r y d i f f i c u l t . 

A n o t h e r q u e s t i o n . You had m e n t i o n e d 



e a r l i e r i n r e s p o n s e t o t h e Chairman's q u e s t i o n 

r e g a r d i n g t h e M a r c e l l u s s h a l e l e g i s l a t i o n t h e e f f e c t 

t h a t y o u r d epartment w i l l have. 

And can you speak t o t h a t ? What w i l l 

y o u r d e partment be g e t t i n g e x a c t l y ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: The f e e s . 

REP. CAUSER: I know t h a t y o u ' r e g e t t i n g 

a p o r t i o n o f -- o f b r i d g e r e v e n u e , b r i d g e -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: We g e t -¬

REP. CAUSER: -- f u n d s . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Yeah. We g e t a 

b i l l i o n -- o r a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s a y e a r w o u l d go f o r 

r a i l f r e i g h t , and t h e o t h e r i s 15 m i l l i o n and g r o w i n g 

o v e r t i m e f o r our highway and b r i d g e needs a l o n g t h a t 

c o r r i d o r . So -- o r i n t h e a r e a s t h a t a r e a f f e c t e d by 

M a r c e l l u s s h a l e . 

So i n t h e c o u n t i e s t h a t p a s s t h e 

l e g i s l a t i o n we have t h e a b i l i t y t o go back and i n v e s t 

i n t h o s e a r e a s f o r t h e r o a d s and b r i d g e s . 

And p r i m a r i l y what t h a t w o u l d do wo u l d 

be -- a g a i n , on our -- on our d i r t and g r a v e l r o a d s 

and our o t h e r bonded and p o s t e d r o a d s , t h o s e a r e 

b e i n g handed by -- h a n d l e d by m a i n t e n a n c e agreements 

and w e ' l l c o n t i n u e t o do so g o i n g i n t o t h e f u t u r e . 

T h i s a d d i t i o n a l money we w o u l d use t o 



work on e x a c t l y t h e b r i n g i n g up t h o s e r o a d s t h a t l e a d 

you t o t h o s e bonded and p o s t e d r o a d s . R i g h t now 

t h e y ' r e e x p e r i e n c i n g a c c e l e r a t e d d e t e r i o r a t i o n . We 

don't have any money t o d e a l w i t h t h a t . 

So t h a t money w i l l be d e d i c a t e d t o g o i n g 

back and w o r k i n g on s u r f a c e improvements and 

m a i n t e n a n c e o f t h o s e r o a d s and b r i d g e s . 

REP. CAUSER: I do t h i n k t h a t some o f 

t h a t revenue d e f i n i t e l y has t o go back t o t h e -- t h e 

a r e a s where, you know, where d r i l l i n g i s t a k i n g 

p l a c e . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: R i g h t . 

REP. CAUSER: The r o a d s t h a t a r e b e i n g 

b e a t up by t h a t . I mean I've got what we c o n s i d e r t o 

be m a j o r s t a t e h i g h w a y s , two and t h r e e d i g i t s t a t e 

h ighways t h a t a r e p o s t e d t e n t o n s , t h a t a r e major 

a r t e r i e s , i n and out o f our c o m m u n i t i e s t h a t a r e now 

p o s t e d and you have t o -- you have t o bond them t o 

get i n and out o f our c o m m u n i t i e s . 

And -- and I t h i n k t h a t ' s a s i t u a t i o n we 

d e f i n i t e l y have t o l o o k a t -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: I a g r e e . 

REP. CAUSER: -- f o r t h i s r e v e n u e . So 

th a n k you f o r -- f o r your answers. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: S u r e . 



REP. CAUSER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

The n e x t q u e s t i o n w i l l be o f f e r e d by 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P a r k e r . 

REP. PARKER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

And h e l l o , Mr. S e c r e t a r y . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: H e l l o . 

REP. PARKER: L e t ' s me s t a r t , t o o , w i t h 

a huge thank you. I t h i n k Germantown Avenue i n 

P h i l a d e l p h i a was s c h e d u l e d t o be r e p a v e d , r e s u r f a c e d 

and r e c o n s t r u c t e d s i n c e Dave R i c h a r d s o n was t h e s t a t e 

r e p , A l l y s o n S c h w a r t z was t h e s t a t e s e n a t o r . 

PennDOT f i n a l l y got i t on t h e c a l e n d a r . 

I t was done. B u t , most i m p o r t a n t l y , when we 

c o n t a c t e d y o u r o f f i c e a f t e r t h e p r o j e c t was c o m p l e t e d 

w i t h c h a l l e n g e s i n C h e s t n u t H i l l , Mount A i r y , and 

Germantown, your team was back out i m m e d i a t e l y and 

t h e y a d d r e s s e d a l l o f t h o s e c o n c e r n s . So t h a n k you. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: You're welcome. And 

I ' l l p a s s t h a t on t o Les Toaso and h i s s t a f f i n 

D i s t r i c t 6. 

REP. PARKER: P l e a s e do. 

I want t o , i f we can, s o r t o f t a k e a 

s t r o l l back t o t h e mass t r a n s i t d i s c u s s i o n t h a t was 



g e n e r a t e d e a r l i e r by my c o l l e a g u e , Rep. S m i t h . 

You know, t h e r e ' s been much d i s c u s s i o n 

r e g a r d i n g t h e u n c a p p i n g o f t h e o i l company and 

f r a n c h i s e t a x , and I a p p r e c i a t e d y o u r r e s p o n s e t o h i s 

q u e s t i o n when you t a l k e d about t h e v a l u e and 

i m p o r t a n c e o f mass t r a n s i t . 

But t h e f a c t o f t h e m a t t e r i s we know 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y i t h e l p s o ur t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c r i s i s , 

b u t t h a t d o e s n ' t do a n y t h i n g t o h e l p us w i t h o ur mass 

t r a n s i t i s s u e s , w h i c h a r e h e a v i l y r e l y i n g on our 

s a l e s t a x , t r a n s f e r , and t h e s e v e r a l o t h e r i t e m s t h a t 

a r e -- a r e l i n e i t e m s t h a t a r e used t o f u n d mass 

t r a n s i t . 

I want t o g i v e you an example t h a t was 

r e c e n t l y b r o u g h t t o my a t t e n t i o n , and t h a t i s t h a t 

w i t h t h e p r o p o s e d budget b e i n g m a i n t a i n e d a t t h e 

c u r r e n t f u n d i n g l e v e l s , SEPTA i n P h i l a d e l p h i a has a 

$5 b i l l i o n b a c k l o g i n c a p i t a l p r o j e c t improvements, 

and p e o p l e t h i n k $5 b i l l i o n b a c k l o g , okay, w e l l , 

maybe i t mi g h t n ot be t h a t s e r i o u s . W e ' l l c a t c h up. 

T h i s i s v i a t h e mass t r a n s i t g r a n t s , 

a -- a l i n e i t e m . But when we t h i n k about t h e 

i m p o r t a n c e o f i t , we t h i n k about SEPTA's Wayne 

j u n c t i o n s t a t i o n , f o r example, t h a t was b u i l t i n 

1930. 



I f we have one f a i l u r e t h e r e a t t h a t 

s t a t i o n , i t s h u t s down t h e e n t i r e r e g i o n a l r a i l 

s y s t e m . And so t h a t when we say t h a t -- some f o l k s 

may t h i n k , oh, God, h e r e t h e y a r e i n t h e s o u t h e a s t 

c o m p l a i n i n g a g a i n , b u t , a g a i n , when you t h i n k about 

t h e Commonwealth's economy, t h e economic e n g i n e , s i x 

c o u n t i e s g e n e r a t i n g 50 p e r c e n t o f our G e n e r a l Fund 

r e v e n u e s , A l l e g h e n y County you h e a r d m e n t i o n e d 

e a r l i e r , and t h o s e f i v e c o u n t y a r e a s . 

I f o u r r e g i o n a l r a i l were e v e r t o s h u t 

down as a r e s u l t o f a c h a l l e n g e a t -- a t l i k e t h i s 

s t a t i o n i n p a r t i c u l a r , t h e economic e n g i n e i n -- i n 

th e s o u t h e a s t w o u l d -- wo u l d c l e a r l y be damaged. 

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h a t , I wanted t o know, 

a t t h e c u r r e n t f u n d i n g l e v e l s t h e agency w i l l n o t 

have t h e a b i l i t y t o a d d r e s s a p r o j e c t l i k e Wayne 

j u n c t i o n u n t i l 2020. So t h e c r i s i s i s e x t r e m e l y 

i m p o r t a n t . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h a t , I wanted t o n o t e 

t h a t you m e n t i o n e d e a r l i e r , and I was so happy, t h a t 

n o t o n l y i s t h i s i s s u e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h mass t r a n s i t a 

huge p r o b l e m e c o n o m i c a l l y , i t i s a p u b l i c s a f e t y 

p r o b l e m f o r us i n P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

I don't know how many days we p i c k up 

th e newspaper and we h e a r about some s o r t o f v i o l e n t 



a c t i v i t y t a k i n g p l a c e a t one o f our mass t r a n s i t hubs 

and t h e s t a t i o n s , whether i t be a r o b b e r y , some s o r t 

o f a s s a u l t , and one o f t h e f i r s t t h i n g s p e o p l e i n t h e 

community m e n t i o n t o us i s t h a t , w e l l , i f you 

r e h a b b e d i t and l i g h t i n g was -- was a t t h e s t a t i o n , 

i t w o u l d be a l i t t l e s a f e r f o r -- f o r r e s i d e n t s who 

now use p u b l i c t r a n s i t even more t h a n t h e y have 

b e f o r e because o f t h e i n c r e a s e d c o s t o f -- o f 

f u e l i n g . 

So p e o p l e who were even c a r s h a r i n g now 

a r e s a y i n g , l i s t e n , I t h i n k I ' l l go buy a t r a n s p a s s 

and -- and -- and use mass t r a n s i t . 

So I wanted t o know i f you w o u l d j u s t 

s o r t o f r e i t e r a t e and g i v e us a comment on -- on t h a t 

and s o r t o f t h e c r i s i s t h a t you see i n s t a t i o n s l i k e 

t h e Wayne -- Wayne j u n c t i o n s t a t i o n . 

And a l s o i f you can go back t o your r e d 

l i g h t camera comments. I t h i n k one o f t h e f i r s t 

q u e s t i o n s you r e c e i v e d were q u e s t i o n s r e g a r d i n g t h e 

r e d l i g h t cameras and, you know, we j u s t d e a l t w i t h 

t h a t i s s u e h e r e i n -- i n t h e -- i n t h e House and 

p u b l i c s a f e t y was t h e r e a s o n why we needed t o a d d r e s s 

t h e i s s u e . 

But t h e i s s u e o f r e v e n u e i s not 

s o m e t h i n g t h a t we c o u l d d e f i n i t e l y i g n o r e w h i l e 



p u b l i c s a f e t y was t h e r e a s o n t h e r e d l i g h t camera was 

e s t a b l i s h e d . I know Chairman M i k e McGeehan, 

D e m o c r a t i c C h a i r o f t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee has, 

r e m i n d e d us t h a t t h e I n s u r a n c e Highway I n d u s t r y 

S a f e t y Group has f o u n d t h a t t h e r e was a 24 p e r c e n t 

d e c l i n e i n f a t a l i t i e s from r e d l i g h t r u n n i n g s i n 

c i t i e s where t h e cameras were u s e d . So p u b l i c s a f e t y 

i s e x t r e m e l y i m p o r t a n t . 

But t h e revenue t h a t was g e n e r a t e d from 

t h a t program o c c u r r i n g o n l y i n P h i l a d e l p h i a where t h e 

19 i n t e r s e c t i o n s a r e l o c a t e d , where the cameras a r e 

e s t a b l i s h e d , t h e y h e l p e d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g 

p r o j e c t s a c r o s s t h e Commonwealth. 

So was t h e p u r p o s e o f t h e r e d l i g h t 

cameras revenue g e n e r a t i n g t o h e l p t h e Commonwealth? 

No. I t was p u b l i c s a f e t y . B u t , i n f a c t , i t has and 

t h a t ' s why p e o p l e want t o have i t e x t e n d e d . 

So i f you c o u l d j u s t comment on t h a t f o r 

me, s i r . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: S u r e . Maybe I ' l l 

s t a r t w i t h t h e r e d l i g h t cameras. 

T e c h n o l o g y , you know, t h e c o s t o f -- o f 

a c t u a l l y l o o k i n g a t -- a t p o l i c i n g t h o s e , c l e a r l y we 

d on't have enough p o l i c e m e n on t h e g round t o -- t o 

p o l i c e r e d l i g h t s . As a r e s u l t , we had a l o t o f 



r u n n i n g o f r e d l i g h t s w h i c h i s bad f o r p e d e s t r i a n s 

and i t ' s bad f o r m o t o r i s t s . 

The a u t o m a t i o n t h a t ' s now a v a i l a b l e t o 

us e n a b l e s us t o do i t a t a much l o w e r c o s t and 

r e d u c e t h e a c c i d e n t s , improve s a f e t y . And w h i l e i t 

does g e n e r a t e r e v e n u e , i t ' s g o i n g t o be a d e c l i n i n g 

s o u r c e o f r e v e n u e . 

I n o t h e r words, i f we c o n t i n u e t o have 

e n f o r c e m e n t s u c c e s s , w e ' l l see revenue go down e v e r y 

y e a r . Now, do we b e n e f i t from t h a t revenue i n t h e 

s h o r t term? S u r e . 

But I don't l o o k a t t h a t any d i f f e r e n t l y 

t h a n t h e S t a t e P o l i c e w r i t i n g s p e e d i n g t i c k e t s . We 

get a l o t o f revenue from t h a t , and no one w o u l d say 

we s h o u l d s t o p w r i t i n g s p e e d i n g t i c k e t s . 

And c l e a r l y i t ' s t h e r e f o r a r e a s o n . 

I t ' s a d e t e r r e n t and some t h i n k -- you know, I ' l l s ay 

t h a t maybe some o f us i n t h e room s t i l l o c c a s i o n a l l y 

g e t a t i c k e t , b u t we're n o t s u g g e s t i n g we s h o u l d s t o p 

w r i t i n g t h a t . 

We'd a l s o l i k e t o e x t e n d t h e a u t o m a t i o n 

t o automated work zones. I n work zones r i g h t now we 

have S t a t e P o l i c e out t h e r e . That c o s t s us money 

u p - f r o n t . I t c o s t s them money, because t h e S t a t e 

P o l i c e work on o v e r t i m e . On t h e back end i t c o s t s 



them a h i g h e r p e n s i o n c o s t p a y o u t f o r t h e S t a t e 

P o l i c e . 

I f we went t o automated work zone 

c o n t r o l , as M a r y l a n d d i d , once a g a i n , i t wo u l d 

g e n e r a t e revenue i n i t i a l l y , s i m i l a r t o t h e r e d l i g h t , 

b u t u l t i m a t e l y what t h e y saw i s t h e y got revenue 

i n i t i a l l y and t h e n i t s t a r t e d d r o p p i n g because p e o p l e 

s l o w e d down, w h i c h i s e x a c t l y what we want. 

We're n o t d o i n g i t t o make money. We're 

d o i n g i t t o get p e o p l e t o d r i v e 40 m i l e s an hour and 

save l i v e s i n our c o n s t r u c t i o n z o n e s . 

So t h e use o f a u t o m a t i o n i s s o m e t h i n g I 

t h i n k we s h o u l d c o n t i n u e t o push f o r w a r d i n t h e 

s t a t e . We s h o u l d expand i t because i t ' s g o i n g t o be 

b e n e f i c i a l t o s a f e t y . No d i f f e r e n t t h a n w r i t i n g 

s p e e d i n g t i c k e t s . 

And no -- no one has drawn t h a t 

c o r r e l a t i o n , b u t when w o u l d we -- wo u l d we t e l l t h e 

p o l i c e t o s t o p w r i t i n g t i c k e t s b e cause o f re v e n u e ? 

Of c o u r s e n o t . I t ' s about p u b l i c s a f e t y . 

On t h e SEPTA s i d e , back t o your mass 

t r a n s i t q u e s t i o n s . T h a n k f u l l y our f o r e f a t h e r s b u i l t 

t h e SEPTA sys t e m . C o u l d you i m a g i n e i f back i n t h e 

1930s and 40s t h e same argument we're h a v i n g , i f t h e 

p u b l i c w o u l d have s a i d , oh, no, no, no, don't spend 



t h a t money, l e t ' s n o t b u i l d t h a t i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 

where we'd be t o d a y e c o n o m i c a l l y i n P h i l a d e l p h i a ? 

T h a n k f u l l y t h e p u b l i c s u p p o r t e d t h a t . 

T h a n k f u l l y t h e y b u i l t t h a t s y s t e m . 

I t ' s o u r t u r n , our g e n e r a t i o n ' s t u r n . 

And I ' l l add t h i s t o t h e comment e a r l i e r about how we 

s e l l t h i s . Do we want t o p a s s on t o our k i d s a 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n n e t w o r k and s y s t e m t h a t i s so o l d t h a t 

i t m i g h t c o l l a p s e a t any t i m e ? 

We have a f e d e r a l d e f i c i t t h a t i s w e l l 

p u b l i c i z e d o f what we're h a n d i n g t o our n e x t 

g e n e r a t i o n . We're n o t p u b l i c i z i n g t h i s h i d d e n 

d e f i c i t o f i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i n v e s t m e n t . 

But i f we don't a c t and i f we're not 

w i l l i n g t o a c c e p t t h e g e n e r a t i o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , 

o ur p a r e n t s and g r a n d p a r e n t s p a i d f o r t h i s s y s t e m . 

We're u s i n g i t . We've us e d i t up. I t needs t o g e t 

r e b u i l t . 

You t a l k about t h e s u b s t a t i o n s s h u t t i n g 

down SEPTA. That c o u l d o c c u r . They've got 

h u n d r e d - y e a r - o l d b r i d g e s o u t t h e r e . I f t h e c u r r e n t 

g e n e r a t i o n i s s a y i n g , I don't want t o pay, t h e n l o o k 

i n t h e m i r r o r and say, a r e you w i l l i n g t o t e l l y o u r 

k i d s , I wasn't w i l l i n g t o t a k e my -- c a r e o f my s h a r e 

o f i t and I'm g o i n g t o hand you t h i s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 



s y s t e m and y o u ' r e g o i n g t o have t o pay t w i c e o r t h r e e 

t i m e s what I w o u l d have p a i d t o t a k e c a r e o f i t f o r 

you? 

To me i t ' s a b a s i c g e n e r a t i o n a l 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . You w o u l d n ' t s t a r t t o t e l l y o u r 

k i d s , I'm g o i n g t o g i v e you t h e house and t h e c a r 

and, oh, by t h e way, I'm d o i n g z e r o m a i n t e n a n c e on 

t h e house. I t ' s g o i n g t o have a l e a k y r o o f . I t ' s 

g o i n g t o -- e v e r y t h i n g i s g o i n g t o need p a i n t e d . 

E v e r y t h i n g i s g o i n g t o need t o be r e p l a c e d . B u t , 

hey, we're g i v i n g i t t o you. 

You w o u l d n ' t do t h a t t o your c h i l d r e n . 

And y e t we seem t o be w i l l i n g t o t e l l o u r c h i l d r e n 

t h a t t h i s i s n ' t a good t i m e f o r us t o pay. I t ' s n o t 

a good t i m e f o r us t o pay more t o r e i n v e s t i n what 

our p a r e n t s b u i l t f o r u s . 

T h a t ' s t h e i n t e r s t a t e s y s t e m . I t ' s our 

t r a i n s t a t i o n s . I t ' s our bus s y s t e m s . I f we're n o t 

w i l l i n g t o i n v e s t , t h e n we ought t o be a b l e -- a l l 

w i l l i n g t o go home and t e l l our c h i l d r e n , we've 

d e c i d e d we a r e g o i n g t o p a s s t h e h i g h c o s t s on t o 

you. 

I'm not w i l l i n g t o do t h a t t o my k i d s , 

and I c e r t a i n l y hope t h a t c o l l e c t i v e l y we're n o t 

w i l l i n g t o do i t t o t h e n e x t g e n e r a t i o n . 



REP. PARKER: Thank you, Mr. S e c r e t a r y . 

Thank you, Mr. C h a i r . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J e f f P y l e . 

REP. PYLE: Mr. S e c r e t a r y . 

Mr. Chairman, t h a n k you. 

Mr. S e c r e t a r y , n o t r e a l l y g o i n g t o 

commentary. J u s t g o i n g t o th r o w q u e s t i o n s a t you 

h e r e . 

Has t h e Department o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

done any k i n d o f p r o j e c t i o n as t o t h e b e n e f i t o f t h i s 

l e g i s l a t u r e p a s s i n g a p r i v a t e / p u b l i c p a r t n e r s h i p 

v e h i c l e and what s o r t o f payback c o u l d we g e t on t h a t 

i f we d i d i n f a c t ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Yes, we have. You 

know, f r e q u e n t l y p e o p l e t a l k about p u b l i c / p r i v a t e 

p a r t n e r s h i p s as though i t ' s g o i n g t o be new highways 

and m ajor new t h i n g s b u i l t . And t h a t ' s f a r from t h e 

t r u t h . 

O n l y i n our m a j o r m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a s 

w o u l d t h e r e be enough demand f o r t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r 

t o even be i n t e r e s t e d i n b u i l d i n g any t y p e o f new 

c a p a c i t y and t h e n t o l l i n g t o c o l l e c t t h e i r -- t h e i r 

i n t e r e s t back, t h e i r -- t h e i r i n i t i a l i n v e s t m e n t , and 



make t h e i r r e t u r n on i n v e s t m e n t back. 

What we wou l d see though, however, i s 

some o f t h e a n c i l l a r y p a r t s o f our b u s i n e s s , f o r 

i n s t a n c e , o ur 511 netw o r k w h i c h i s where you can c a l l 

and get i n f o r m a t i o n on t r a f f i c o r w e a t h e r 

c o n d i t i o n s . 

A l o t o f s t a t e s t h a t have P3 b i l l s , t h e 

p r i v a t e s e c t o r a c t u a l l y o p e r a t e s t h a t and s e l l s 

a d v e r t i s i n g and -- and i t pays f o r i t s e l f . T h a t ' s $5 

m i l l i o n a y e a r f o r u s . But i t wou l d be o f f - l o a d e d 

from o ur c o s t s . The s e r v i c e p a t r o l s c o u l d be 

o f f - l o a d e d i n terms o f s e l l i n g a d v e r t i s i n g on t h e 

a c t u a l s e r v i c e v e h i c l e s . 

We a c t u a l l y do t h a t a t t h e t u r n p i k e . 

I'm a l s o a t u r n p i k e c o m m i s s i o n e r . We don't have a 

c o s t f o r our s e r v i c e p a t r o l s on t h e t u r n p i k e b e c a u s e 

we use t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r . 

So, y e s , we b e l i e v e t h e r e ' s a l o t o f 

t h i n g s t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r c o u l d do and a c t u a l l y 

p r o b a b l y do b e t t e r t h a n u s . Even t h e 551, t h e y 

p r o b a b l y have k i d s i n t e e s h i r t s and j e a n s t h a t c o u l d 

w r i t e an a p p l i c a t i o n f a s t e r t h a n we c o u l d w r i t e t h e 

s p e c i f i c a t i o n s on what c o u l d be done and have i t on 

your c e l l phone o r Smart phone o v e r n i g h t by our own 

r e g u l a t i o n s . 



And I'm n o t b e i n g c r i t i c a l o f our 

s t a f f . They're g r e a t . But t h e y have t o comply w i t h 

th e f e d e r a l -- our s t a t e laws on p r o c u r e m e n t , meaning 

w r i t e an RFP, make i t so r a t e can r e s p o n d , you know, 

go t h r o u g h t h e p r o c e s s . They w o u l d j u s t do i t 

i m m e d i a t e l y . 

So t h e r e ' s some a n c i l l a r y t h i n g s t h a t 

w o u l d be i m m e d i a t e l y b e n e f i c i a l . 

REP. PYLE: T h a t ' s s u p e r . Thank you. 

I'm a b i g f a n o f 3P [ s i c ] . 

Next q u e s t i o n . What i s your t a k e on 

r i v e r t r a v e l ? And you know what I'm a l l u d i n g t o , t h e 

A l l e g h e n y R i v e r . I f y o u ' r e n ot aware, t h e Army 

C o r p s , o f E n g i n e e r s s h u t down about a h u n d r e d m i l e s 

of i t , t h e whole way from t h e A l l e g h e n y / A r m s t r o n g 

b o r d e r t o t h e New Yo r k l i n e . 

Now, w i t h i n t h a t s y s t e m t h e r e a r e f o u r 

i n t e g r a l s e t o f l o c k s and dams. Many o f them t o o 

s m a l l t o accommodate t o d a y ' s modern b o a t t r a f f i c , b u t 

some o f them b i g enough where we can move b u l k sand, 

f r a c k i n g c h e m i c a l s , b e c a u s e c e n t r a l west i s k i n d o f 

the h e a r t o f -- o f t h e M a r c e l l u s t h i n g g o i n g on r i g h t 

now. 

What i s your t a k e on t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f 

r i v e r t r a v e l ? 



SECRETARY SCHOCH: I t h i n k i t ' s huge. 

I f you l o o k a t t h e -- t h e -- t h e b a r g e t r a f f i c t h a t ' s 

g o i n g on our r i v e r s t h r o u g h h u n d r e d - y e a r - o l d l o c k s -¬

REP. PYLE: Uh-huh. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: -- i n and a r o u n d t h e 

P i t t s b u r g h a r e a . 

REP. PYLE: Ours a r e o n l y 70. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Yeah. Yours a r e 

young. You got young ones. 

A t a hu n d r e d y e a r s o l d , i f t h o s e l o c k s 

f a i l and t h a t b a r g e t r a f f i c moves t o t r u c k t r a f f i c , 

o u r roadway network, w h i c h i s a l r e a d y s t r e s s e d and 

a g i n g , i s g o i n g t o be o v e r s t r e s s e d . 

So we have t o . T h a t ' s one o f our modes 

o f s h i p p i n g and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . We t a l k e d about r a i l 

t o d a y , and we t a l k e d about mass t r a n s i t . R i v e r ' s 

i m p o r t a n c e i s a n o t h e r b i g p a r t o f our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

s y s t e m . 

As a m a t t e r o f f a c t , one o f t h e t h i n g s I 

s t r o n g l y a d v o c a t e from t h e f u n d i n g c o m m i s s i o n r e p o r t 

i s t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e m u l t i m o d a l f u n d . 

REP. PYLE: There you go. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: T a k i n g t h e move -¬

moving v i o l a t i o n money and c r e a t i n g a $44 m i l l i o n 

m u l t i m o d a l f u n d t h a t g i v e s us t h e a b i l i t y t o do 



m u l t i - y e a r p l a n n i n g on a l l t h e modes o f 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

We c a n ' t do t h a t . We have t o w a i t r i g h t 

now f o r G e n e r a l Fund o r bond i s s u a n c e s t h a t o c c u r 

s p o r a d i c a l l y . We don't know on how much money i t 

i s . 

One o f t h e most s i g n i f i c a n t t h i n g s t h e 

l e g i s l a t u r e c o u l d do and -- and t h e G o v e r n o r ' s o f f i c e 

t o g e t h e r i s t o c r e a t e t h a t m u l t i m o d a l f u n d so t h a t we 

can a c t u a l l y do m u l t i - y e a r i n v e s t m e n t s i n a l l our 

modes o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , n o t j u s t h i g h w a y s . 

REP. PYLE: Now, Mr. S e c r e t a r y , i f i t 

g e t s Lock S i x and Seven on t h e A l l e g h e n y open, I ' d 

l i k e t o v o l u n t e e r my t i m e . P l e a s e t e l l me how you 

need me. I need t h o s e l o c k s open. 

The n e x t q u e s t i o n . Mass t r a n s i t , i s 

t h e r e a way t o s e p a r a t e s h a r e d r i d e from t h e b i g 

bus? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , t h e y a r e 

s e p a r a t e d i n -- i n a r e a s . The s h a r e d r i d e g e t s on 

our mass -- f i x e d r o u t e t r a n s i t systems where t h e y 

e x i s t . 

I f you l o o k a t P h i l a d e l p h i a , you see a 

l o t o f s h a r e d r i d e systems g o i n g on t h e f i x e d r o u t e 

b ecause we have more f i x e d r o u t e s e r v i c e . I f you 



s e p a r a t e i t , i t ' s a q u e s t i o n o f c o s t e f f e c t i v e n e s s 

f r a n k l y . 

REP. PYLE: W e l l , i n terms o f c o s t 

e f f e c t i v e n e s s I know TACT T r a n s i t , Town and C o u n t r y 

A r m s t r o n g s e r v i c e p r o v i d e r , t h e b i g bus l o s e s money. 

I t b l e e d s l i k e a s t u c k p i g . The s h a r e d r i d e , 

however, i s w i d e l y used amongst our s e n i o r 

p o p u l a t i o n . 

Hence t h e q u e s t i o n . I s i t p o s s i b l e t o 

s e p a r a t e -- and I'm l o o k i n g a t t h i s as a c o s t s a v i n g 

measure. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Yeah. 

REP. PYLE: I mean we c o u l d -- s h a r e d 

r i d e a d d r e s s e s our needs. The b i g buses d r i v e a r o u n d 

empty a l l t h e t i m e . 

I s t h e r e a way t o s e p a r a t e t h e two i n 

f u n d i n g ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , t h e -- t h e y a r e 

s e p a r a t e d i n f u n d i n g now t o some e x t e n t . S e p a r a t i n g 

them f u r t h e r , I don't know. I c o u l d t a l k t o my 

Deputy S e c r e t a r y , Tober -- Toby F a u v e r and we c o u l d 

s i t down w i t h you and l o o k a t t h a t . 

I t h i n k t h e i s s u e a g a i n though -- back 

t o t h a t c o n c e p t -- i s I t h i n k we have t o m o d e r n i z e 

what we're d o i n g w i t h t h e s e t r a n s i t s y s t e m s . I t h i n k 



we have t o go t o c o n s o l i d a t i o n . 

You know, one o f t h e i s s u e s f a c i n g t h e s e 

t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s , you s a i d t h e b i g buses r i d i n g 

a r o u n d, t h e y -- t h e y w o u l d l i k e t o have s m a l l e r buses 

t h a t a r e h y b r i d s o r e l e c t r i c . They make q u i c k 

r e c h a r g e e l e c t r i c v e h i c l e s now -¬

REP. PYLE: S u r e . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: -- t h a t a r e -- you 

know, we're p i l i n g t h o s e down i n BART. And I t h i n k 

i f we c o u l d do more o f t h a t , b u t i t t a k e s money t o do 

t h e i n i t i a l c a p i t a l i n v e s t m e n t . 

So i f you go back t o i t , i f we c o u l d 

i n v e s t , a one - t i m e i n v e s t m e n t , t o c o n v e r t many o f our 

a g i n g t r a n s i t v e h i c l e s , w h i c h a r e -- you know, t h e 

ave r a g e age i s 30 y e a r s o l d -- t o s m a l l e r , more f u e l 

e f f i c i e n t v e h i c l e s , i t ' s g o i n g t o save us money i n 

t h e l o n g r u n . 

So, a g a i n , p e o p l e have a s k e d me a t one 

p o i n t d i f f e r e n t t i m e s about t h e -- when t h e L i q u o r 

C o n t r o l , when p e o p l e t a l k e d about p r i v a t i z i n g t h a t 

and some o f t h e money g o i n g t o t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , I 

o f t e n s a i d , i f -- i f i t d i d happen, i f t h e money came 

t o us, don't p u t i t i n t o highways and b r i d g e s , 

b e c a u s e , f r a n k l y , i f we p u t a b i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n t h e 

highways and b r i d g e s you w o u l d n ' t n o t i c e i t a c r o s s 



t h e e n t i r e s t a t e . 

I'm not s a y i n g i t i s n ' t needed; b u t i f 

we p u t t h e same b i l l i o n i n t o t u r n i n g o v e r t h a t f l e e t 

and r e d u c i n g i t i n s i z e and p u t t i n g t h e more f u e l 

e f f i c i e n t e l e c t r i c o r n a t u r a l gas f l e e t i n p l a c e , 

t h e n you r e d u c e t h e l o n g - t e r m o p e r a t i n g c o s t s o f t h e 

t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s . That -- i t w o u l d be a huge 

b e n e f i t . 

REP. PYLE: You a r e -- you j u s t p r e f a c e d 

my n e x t q u e s t i o n . I assume when you -- when you 

r e f e r e n c e e l e c t r i c v e h i c l e s , you -- you a l s o 

i n c o r p o r a t e i n t o t h a t n a t u r a l gas -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: A b s o l u t e l y . 

REP. PYLE: -- LNG, CNG powered 

v e h i c l e s ? V e r y good. 

Next q u e s t i o n . Have you e v e r been a s k e d 

by one o f t h e s e mass t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s t o h e l p 

n e g o t i a t e t h e i r c o n t r a c t s ? The P o r t A u t h o r i t y 

c o n c e r n s me. And w i t h due r e s p e c t t o t h e ge n t l e m a n 

from A l l e g h e n y , l i f e t i m e h e a l t h b e n e f i t s f o r 

p e n s i o n e r s i s n o t s o m e t h i n g -- I know t h e s t a t e 

b a r g a i n e d w i t h t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y , y e t e v e r y y e a r 

t h e y come back t o us n e e d i n g more money, more money, 

more money. 

My q u e s t i o n t o you i s w o u l d i t be 



f e a s i b l e t o i n s e r t PennDOT i n t o t h o s e l a b o r 

n e g o t i a t i o n s on t h e l a r g e mass t r a n s i t s y s t e m s ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: T h a t ' s a good 

q u e s t i o n . I -- I -- I had a c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h S t e v e 

B l a n d l a s t week about t h e P o r t A u t h o r i t y s i t u a t i o n 

and t h e upcoming u n i o n c o n t r a c t s . And I don't know 

i f i t ' s -- i t ' s -- f o r us t o be i n s e r t e d , b u t 

c e r t a i n l y t o g i v e an o p i n i o n about what -- what w o u l d 

be i m p o r t a n t . 

I t h i n k when you l o o k a t t h a t p a r t i c u l a r 

one, you h i t t h e n a i l on t h e head. I t ' s -- i t ' s -¬

t h e r e -- a l o t o f t h e i r c o s t s a r e because o f t h e s e 

l i f e t i m e l e g a c y c o s t s t h a t no o t h e r t r a n s i t agency 

o f f e r s . 

Now, one t h i n g we've t a l k e d about and 

i n t e r n a l l y d i s c u s s e d i s i f we change any -- c r e a t e 

a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g o r l e g i s l a t i o n , we make s t a t e 

f u n d i n g c o n t i n g e n t upon t h e f a c t t h a t you ca n n o t 

o f f e r a n y t h i n g beyond t h r e e y e a r s o f r e t i r e m e n t . 

So t h a t i f you t a k e s t a t e d o l l a r s f o r 

t r a n s -- t r a n s i t , t h e n , i n e s s e n c e , y o u ' r e making -¬

i f you want t o f u n d t h a t , you f u n d i t l o c a l l y . 

REP. PYLE: I t ' s r e a l e a s y t o spend 

o t h e r p e o p l e ' s money, S e c r e t a r y . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , I t h i n k t h a t , 



you know, p e r f o r m a n c e measures on what we e x p e c t , i f 

you get s t a t e money, I t h i n k t h a t i t ' s -- i t ' s -- one 

of t h e t h i n g s we s u g g e s t e d , even t o go so f a r as my 

c o n s o l i d a t i o n p o i n t , i s t o say t h a t we r e q u i r e 

c o n s o l i d a t i o n s t u d i e s and t h e n i f t h e r e ' s a s a v i n g s . 

Now, we're n o t s a y i n g w e ' l l do i t i n a 

vacuum. W e ' l l do what t h e l o c a l t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s and 

th e c o u n t y s e r v i c e s -- b u t i f we do t h e c o n s o l i d a t i o n 

s t u d y and t h e r e ' s a s a v i n g s t h a t ' s i d e n t i f i e d , p i c k a 

number, h a l f m i l l i o n d o l l a r s a y e a r , you e i t h e r f u n d 

t h a t l o c a l l y -- a c c e p t t h e c o n s o l i d a t i o n o r i f you 

don't want t o c o n s o l i d a t e , t h e n you come up w i t h t h e 

o t h e r h a l f m i l l i o n d o l l a r s y o u r s e l f . 

I n o t h e r words, t h e s t a t e w i l l n o t 

p a r t i c i p a t e i n an i n e f f i c i e n t s y s t e m . So I t h i n k 

t h e r e ' s some way t o t i e r e f o r m and a t l e a s t s t u d y i n g 

t h e i d e a o f c o n s o l i d a t i o n t o i n i t i a l f u n d i n g . 

Whether o r n o t t h a t means us b e i n g 

i n s e r t e d i n t o a c t u a l l a b o r n e g o t i a t i o n s I don't know, 

bu t I c e r t a i n l y t h i n k we want t o make s u r e t h a t t h e 

s t a t e d o l l a r s t h a t a r e b e i n g i n v e s t e d a r e b e i n g 

i n v e s t e d i n a c o n s i s t e n t manner a c r o s s t h e s t a t e 

t h a t ' s f a i r and e q u i t a b l e f o r a l l . 

REP. PYLE: T h a t ' s a v e r y good answer. 

F i n a l l y , Mr. Chairman, I want t o pay my -- my 



c o m p l i m e n t s t o t h e S e c r e t a r y . We've had a c o u p l e o f 

h i g h p r o f i l e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r o b l e m s i n our d i s t r i c t 

l a t e l y . 

We had some i l l e g a l a l i e n s t h a t were 

h i r e d by a p a i n t i n g company p a i n t i n g a b r i d g e . 

PennDOT jumped i n on t h a t i m m e d i a t e l y w i t h ICE and 

e v e r y t h i n g . 

And a l s o t h e work y o u ' r e d o i n g on t h e 

Route 356 b r i d g e i s n o t h i n g l e s s t h a n s p e c t a c u l a r . 

T h i s i s a 100 - t o n , f o u r - l a n e , heavy c o m m e r c i a l b r i d g e 

c o n n e c t i n g f o u r c o u n t i e s r i g h t a t t h e p o i n t o f 

Westmoreland, A l l e g h e n y , A r m s t r o n g , B u t l e r C o u n t i e s 

and y o u ' r e making i t go r e a l f a s t . 

These guys have been w a i t i n g 35 y e a r s . 

You l i t e r a l l y c o u l d l o o k t h r o u g h t h e b r i d g e deck and 

see t h e r i v e r . 

And I -- I t i p my h a t t o you. You guys 

i n D 10 and D 12 have r e a l l y , r e a l l y s t e p p e d up, 

Mr. S e c r e t a r y , and I , f o r one, a p p r e c i a t e i t . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . I ' l l p a s s t h a t on t o our s t a f f s . 

REP. PYLE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M a t t B r a d f o r d . 



REP. BRADFORD: Thank you, Chairman. 

And t h a n k you, S e c r e t a r y , f o r y o u r 

t e s t i m o n y . 

I a l s o wanted t o k i n d o f b u i l d o f f o f 

your t e s t i m o n y . You t a l k e d about an i n v e s t m e n t 

d e f i c i t and r e a l l y what we're p a s s i n g on t o our 

c h i l d r e n i s -- o r what we're n o t p a s s i n g on i n terms 

o f t h e s t a t u s o f t h e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and t h e f u t u r e 

c o s t s o f what we're g o i n g t o have t o pay f o r r e b u i l d 

our i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 

Where my d i s t r i c t i s , c e n t r a l Montgomery 

County, I know i n t h e Senate h e a r i n g s w i t h S e n a t o r 

R a f f e r t y , who i s my -- my own s t a t e s e n a t o r , he 

s h a r e d h i s tremendous f r u s t r a t i o n w i t h t h e l a c k o f 

l e a d e r s h i p coming r e a l l y -- and i t has t o come from 

t h e G o v e r n o r on t h i s i s s u e . 

Our c o m m u n i t i e s a r e l i t e r a l l y c h o k i n g 

from t h e t r a f f i c . We're b l e s s e d w i t h an economy 

t h a t ' s been v i b r a n t t h r o u g h good and bad economic 

t i m e s , b u t t h e -- t h e t h o u g h t o f -- I was t a l k i n g t o 

someone, and t h i s i s a n e c d o t a l , b u t we were t a l k i n g 

about t h e t h o u g h t o f t r y i n g t o get from t h e L i m e r i c k 

O u t l e t s t o t h e a i r p o r t a t f i v e o ' c l o c k on F r i d a y , we 

were j u s t l i k e , w e l l , you j u s t n e v e r w o u l d do t h a t . 

I mean t h a t ' s j u s t -- you know, i t may be 20 m i l e s , 



b u t i t ' s two h o u r s and i t ' s j u s t -- you c o u l d n ' t 

i m a g i n e d r i v i n g on worse r o a d s t o t r y t o do i t . 

But I a l s o want t o c ompliment you on 

your p e r s u a s i v e n e s s . When your TFAC r e p o r t came o u t , 

t h e l o c a l Chamber o f Commerce, most o f t h e m a j o r 

e m p l o y e r s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o r r i d o r , t h e 363, 422 

c o r r i d o r , a l o t o f t h e m ajor e m p l o y e r s who employ a 

l o t o f f o l k s i n my community, t h e y a l l came out w i t h 

h u n d r e d p e r c e n t s u p p o r t f o r your r e p o r t . 

These a r e n ' t r e a l l y a -- a b i g 

government, b i g t a x crowd, and t h e y were a l l on b o a r d 

f o r t h e recommendations. 

So I -- I r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e t h e 

t h o u g h t f u l n e s s and t h e f a c t t h a t y o u ' r e w i l l i n g t o 

t a k e on t h e h a r d i s s u e s and t r y t o come up w i t h a 

r e p o r t t h a t a t l e a s t b e g i n s t o t a l k a b o u t , you know, 

how do we c u r e a t h r e e - a n d - a - h a l f b i l l i o n d o l l a r 

a n n u a l d e f i c i t i n i n v e s t m e n t i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and 

what i t ' s g o i n g t o mean f o r r e b u i l d i n g our 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and what i t ' s g o i n g t o mean f o r 

economic development i n s o u t h e a s t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

B ecause, a g a i n , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , I mean 

i t i s j u s t l i t e r a l l y m i s s i o n c r i t i c a l a t t h i s p o i n t . 

I t ' s s o m e t h i n g t h a t has t o g e t done. 

My c o l l e a g u e , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Q u i g l e y , I 



t h i n k r i g h t f u l l y m e n t i o n e d a l o t o f t h e push-back on 

422 t o l l i n g . And u n d e r s t a n d a b l e . I t h i n k what -¬

what -- comes t o happen though -- and maybe t h i s i s 

j u s t my own o p i n i o n -- i s when -- a l l we t a l k e d about 

r e b u i l d i n g r o a d s t h a t a r e a l r e a d y so p a s t o b s o l e t e , 

and t h e t h o u g h t o f , you know, h a v i n g t o pay t o d r i v e 

on 422 a t t h i s p o i n t i s mind b l o w i n g . 

You t r y t o a v o i d i t -- t o a v o i d i t . 

Now, t h e t h o u g h t t h a t someone i s g o i n g t o c h a r g e you 

t o r i d e on i t j u s t seems t o o c r a z y t o even c o n s i d e r . 

So I u n d e r s t a n d t h e i s s u e becomes new 

c a p a c i t y . When a r e we g o i n g t o t a l k about t h e 

n e w - c a p a c i t y r o a d s ? 

I s t h a t a t a l l a p a r t o f t h e d i s c u s s i o n 

t h a t ' s g o i n g on about t h e need not j u s t t o c u r e t h e 

e x i s t i n g r o a d s b u t t o c r e a t e more l a n e s and a l s o 

a l t e r n a t i v e r o u t e s ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: A b s o l u t e l y . The — 

t h e -- i f you l o o k a t t h e f u n d i n g c o m m i s s i o n r e p o r t s 

t h e y ' v e b u i l t t w o - a n d - a - h a l f b i l l i o n d o l l a r s e v e r y 

f i v e y e a r s . Not i n i t i a l l y j u m p i n g t o t w o - a n d - a - h a l f 

b i l l i o n . 

One, we have t o g e t t h e new p r o j e c t s 

r e a d y . And so -- f o r t h e n e w - c a p a c i t y p r o j e c t s , 

we're n o t w o r k i n g on them a t a l l r i g h t now b e c a u s e we 



don't have revenue t o d e a l w i t h t h a t . We're j u s t 

t a k i n g c a r e o f what we have, and we're n o t even 

k e e p i n g up w i t h t h a t . 

So t o s t a r t n e w - c a p a c i t y p r o j e c t s , we 

have t o go t h r o u g h t h e e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r o c e s s , t h e 

p l a n n i n g and d e s i g n , r i g h t - o f - w a y a c q u i s i t i o n and 

u t i l i t i e s . 

So even i f I had a l l t h e money i n t h e 

w o r l d handed t o me tomorrow f o r n e w - c a p a c i t y p r o j e c t s 

l i k e 422, i t w o u l d be t h r e e t o f o u r y e a r s b e f o r e we'd 

g e t t o c o n s t r u c t i o n , a t t h e e a r l i e s t , b e c a u s e we're 

no t w o r k i n g on them. 

We have t o ge t p e r m i t s . We have t o do 

t h e d e s i g n , a c q u i r e t h e r i g h t - o f - w a y , e t c e t e r a . 

So, y e s , new c a p a c i t y , i f -- i f we t a l k 

about t h i s decade o f i n v e s t m e n t o f p r o j e c t s t h a t we 

w o u l d commit back t o you t h a t c o u l d be a c h i e v e d , i t 

w o u l d i n c l u d e new c a p a c i t y . 

Now, t h a t w o u l d be i n t h e m i d d l e t o 

l a t t e r p a r t o f t h e decade because we have t o ge t 

r e a d y t o d e l i v e r them. But we w o u l d c e r t a i n l y 

i n c l u d e new c a p a c i t y b ecause I agree w i t h you, i t ' s 

c h o k i n g t h e economy. 

My p r i o r e mployer was b a s e d i n 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , downtown P h i l a d e l p h i a , and when I go 



down t h e r e f o r m e e t i n g s , I w o u l d j u s t w a t c h my w a t c h 

t h e e n t i r e t i m e and t h i n k I've got t o g e t out o f h e r e 

at 3:30; o t h e r w i s e I m i g h t as w e l l s t i c k a r o u n d t i l l 

6:00 and have d i n n e r and t h e n go home a f t e r w a r d s , 

b ecause o t h e r w i s e I'm g o i n g t o s i t on t h e 

S c h u y l k i l l . 

So I know e x a c t l y what y o u ' r e t a l k i n g 

a b o u t . 

I a l s o a p p r e c i a t e your p o i n t about t h e 

f a c t t h a t i t ' s a t h r e e - a n d - a - h a l f b i l l i o n d o l l a r 

a n n u a l r e c u r r i n g i n v e s t m e n t need. 

As I've o f t e n l i k e n t h i s t o -- a l l o f us 

p r o b a b l y l i v e d t h r o u g h a p o i n t i n our l i v e s when we 

got out o f c o l l e g e o r s o m e t h i n g , got our f i r s t c r e d i t 

c a r d and -- went out and bought some t h i n g s and t h e n 

s a i d a l l I can a f f o r d i s t h e minimum payment. 

And each month you make t h e minimum 

payment and t h e i n t e r e s t grows f a s t e r t h a n y o u r 

minimum payment. So y o u ' r e not making any headway. 

T h a t ' s s o r t o f where we a r e i n 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . When we choose n o t t o make an 

i n v e s t m e n t -- t h i s y e a r i t ' s t h r e e - a n d - a - h a l f 

b i l l i o n . Next y e a r t h e number w i l l be b i g g e r . Next 

y e a r i t w i l l be 3.8 b i l l i o n . 

Why? The i n t e r e s t i s g r o w i n g . You 



c a n ' t c a t c h up u n l e s s you s t a r t t o make t h e 

i n v e s t m e n t . 

So I a p p r e c i a t e y o u r p o i n t about t h e 

f a c t t h a t i t ' s n o t a o n e - t i m e t h r e e - a n d - a - h a l f 

b i l l i o n d o l l a r b u t an a n n u a l r e c u r r i n g need. I t h i n k 

t h a t ' s an i m p o r t a n t d i s t i n c t i o n and I a p p r e c i a t e you 

making t h a t . 

REP. BRADFORD: Thanks. What i s k i n d o f 

th e t i m e l i n e i n t e r n a l l y t h a t t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s 

d e a l i n g w i t h ? 

I know R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S m i t h a s k e d some 

o f t h o s e q u e s t i o n s . But when do you see t h i s 

h a p p e n i n g ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , I t h i n k t h e 

G o v e r n o r p o i n t e d o u t i n h i s -- i n h i s s p e e c h , w h i c h , 

as you know, i s h i s b i g g e s t speech o f t h e y e a r , i t ' s 

a budget speech, i s t o say he wanted t o meet w i t h t h e 

l e g i s l a t o r s and I t h i n k i n h i s words, do i t soon. 

Now, c l e a r l y -- c l e a r l y -- and you a l l 

know t h i s w i t h t h e A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Committee, we've 

got some v e r y d i f f i c u l t d e c i s i o n s t o make on t h e 

G e n e r a l Fund b u d g e t . The mandated i n c r e a s e s t h a t we 

have t o d e a l w i t h , t h e d e c l i n i n g r e v e n u e s , and t h o s e 

p r o b l e m s , even though t h i s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s s u e i s a 

huge b u r g e o n i n g i s s u e f o r us t o d e a l w i t h , b o t h t o d a y 



and i n t h e f u t u r e , we have some immediate p r o b l e m s t o 

d e a l w i t h and I t h i n k t h e -- t h e G o v e r n o r w o u l d l i k e 

t o see us -- t o see t h o s e d e c i s i o n s t a k e shape and 

t h e n g e t i n t o t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

Now, t i m i n g . What does t h a t mean? What 

does soon mean? I don't know t h a t t h a t means t h i s 

s p r i n g , n e x t month, b u t t o quote him, he s a i d t h i s i s 

s o m e t h i n g t h a t ' s a b i g i s s u e , i t ' s s o m e t h i n g we need 

t o d e a l w i t h , i t ' s s o m e t h i n g t h a t f o r t u n a t e l y i s 

o f f l i n e o f t h e G e n e r a l Fund, and we can d e a l w i t h 

t h i s s e p a r a t e l y . But we need t o d e a l w i t h i t . 

So I've h e a r d t h e message t o d a y . I ' l l 

be t a l k i n g t o him about what I h e a r d t o d a y i n t h e 

m e e t i n g s . 

REP. BRADFORD: Thanks. One o f t h e 

i s s u e s , i n an i n t e r v i e w S e c r e t a r y W a l k e r d i d , he 

t a l k e d about t h e p u b l i c s a f e t y a n g l e . And he 

o b v i o u s l y was s p e a k i n g h y p e r b o l i c a l l y , b u t God f o r b i d 

t h e r e ' s one o f t h o s e k i n d o f a c c i d e n t s . 

What i s t h e s t a t u s i n terms o f p u b l i c 

s a f e t y and how many o f t h e s e r o a d s a r e m i s s i o n 

c r i t i c a l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , c l o s i n g r o a d s and b r i d g e s ? 

I mean how bad i s i t ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , we i n s p e c t -¬

you know, I ' l l go back t o t h e b r i d g e c o n d i t i o n 



because t h e r o a d s u r f a c e s , w h i l e we c e r t a i n l y l o s t 

t h e r o a d s u r f a c e q u a l i t y , t h a t I w o u l d say from a 

p u b l i c s a f e t y i s s u e , we keep up w i t h t h e -- t h e b a s i c 

m a i n t e n a n c e t h i n g s t h a t a r e g o i n g t o a f f e c t p u b l i c 

s a f e t y . What we a r e d o i n g , you know I t a l k e d e a r l i e r 

about how we a r e c h a r g i n g you. I f we're not k e e p i n g 

t h e r o a d s u r f a c e smooth, we're c h a r g i n g you t h r o u g h 

f r o n t - e n d a l i g n m e n t s , t h r o u g h t i r e wear and t e a r , and 

c h a r g i n g you t h r o u g h t h a t manner i n terms o f 

i n c r e a s e d m a i n t e n a n c e on y o u r v e h i c l e . 

But i s t h a t a s a f e t y i s s u e ? I ' d say n o t 

as much a s a f e t y i s s u e as a c o s t i s s u e . 

On t h e b r i d g e s i d e , t o come back t o 

t h a t , t h e r e ' s t h e 25,000 b r i d g e s . And j u s t t o go 

down t h e h i e r a r c h y , w i t h o u t g e t t i n g t o o e n g i n e e r i n g 

speak on you, t h e r e ' s -- t h e r e ' s 14,000 o f t h o s e 

25,000 t h a t a r e what we c a l l weak b r i d g e s . Meaning 

t h e y ' v e aged t o t h e p o i n t where t h e y can h a n d l e t h e 

l o a d t h e y were d e s i g n e d t o h a n d l e b u t n o t h i n g more. 

When we b u i l d a new b r i d g e , i f you have 

a p e r m i t l o a d , you can t a k e a p e r m i t l o a d , a l o a d 

much h e a v i e r t h a n t h e b r i d g e was d e s i g n e d f o r , a c r o s s 

i t . 

I f you t a l k t o some o f our b u s i n e s s 

p a r t n e r s t h a t t r y t o g e t p e r m i t l o a d s t h r o u g h t h e 



s t a t e , t h e y have a heck o f a t i m e f i n d i n g a r o u t e . 

Why? They have 14,000 b r i d g e t h a t a r e b a s i c a l l y a b l e 

t o h a n d l e t h e l o a d o f a 80,000 pound t r u c k and 

n o t h i n g more. 

So a f t e r t h e y get p a s t what we c a l l 

weak, t h e n t h e y g r a d u a t e t o w a r d s t r u c t u r a l l y 

d e f i c i e n t , meaning t h e y ' v e g o t t e n t o t h e p o i n t where 

some element i s s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t . Doesn't mean 

u n s a f e . J u s t means s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t . M eaning 

i f we don't get out and f i x i t , i t heads to w a r d s 

b e i n g p o s t e d o r c l o s e d . 

We've got under 5,000 s t r u c t u r a l l y 

d e f i c i e n t . So o f t h e 14,000, about a t h i r d o f them 

s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t . 

Beyond t h a t 650 a r e w e i g h t r e s t r i c t e d . 

T h a t ' s t h e n e x t s t e p . And t h e n 50 o f t h o s e a r e 

c u r r e n t l y c l o s e d . 

So where we're h e a d i n g i s , i f we don't 

do a n y t h i n g , we have t h i s 14,000 number o f b r i d g e s 

t h a t i s a g i n g t o w a r d s t r u c t u r a l d e f i c i e n c y , i f we 

d on't do a n y t h i n g , t h e y ' l l age i n t o s t r u c t u r a l l y 

d e f i c i e n t and more o f them w i l l be p o s t e d and 

c l o s e d . 

Now, from a p u b l i c s a f e t y s t a n d p o i n t , 

we're a g g r e s s i v e l y i n s p e c t i n g t h e s e b r i d g e s . We 



i n s p e c t them a minimum o f e v e r y two y e a r s . We go t o 

one y e a r once we see c e r t a i n c o n d i t i o n s b e i n g met and 

t h e n w e ' l l go t o more f r e q u e n t l y , r i g h t up t o where 

we p o s t o r c l o s e i t . 

So, you know, we a r e g o i n g t o work v e r y 

d i f f -- v e r y c l o s e l y t o make s u r e t h a t we don't g e t 

i n t o a p u b l i c s a f e t y i s s u e o f a b r i d g e c o l l a p s e . 

However, I w i l l say, i n M a r i o S c a v e l l o ' s 

d i s t r i c t , we had a w i n g w a l l c o l l a p s e on I-80. 

F o r t u n a t e l y no one wasn't h u r t . The r o a d -- one l a n e 

o f t h e r o a d was c l o s e d f o r a w h i l e . 

We don't have x - r a y v i s i o n . These a r e 

50- t o 7 5 - y e a r - o l d b r i d g e s . I n s i d e t h e c o n c r e t e , 

i n s i d e t h e s t e e l , t h e r e ' s c o r r o s i o n t h a t goes on t h a t 

we c a n ' t a l w a y s see. 

Now, we have a l o t o f i n d i c a t o r s t h a t 

t e l l us we need t o p o s t o r c l o s e , b u t u l t i m a t e l y 

we're v e r y c o n s e r v a t i v e . E n g i n e e r s a r e a v e r y 

c o n s e r v a t i v e b r e e d . I f we t h i n k t h e r e ' s a p r o b l e m , 

w e ' l l p o s t i t o r c l o s e i t . So i n g e n e r a l we're v e r y 

c o n s e r v a t i v e . 

But t h e r e a r e i n s t a n c e s , l i k e what 

happened on I-80, t h a t a v i s u a l i n s p e c t i o n w o u l d 

n e v e r have shown up. So i t i s a r e a s o n t o be 

c o n c e r n e d . I t c o n c e r n s me and, as my Deputy 



S e c r e t a r y S c o t t C h r i s t y s a y s , t h i s i s t h e k i n d o f 

s t u f f t h a t keeps you awake a t n i g h t , o t h e r t h a n my 

c r y i n g e i g h t - y e a r - o l d t w i n s t h a t do t h a t . 

REP. BRADFORD: W e l l — 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: E i g h t - m o n t h o l d I 

s h o u l d say, not e i g h t - y e a r - o l d . E i g h t - y e a r - o l d -¬

e i g h t y e a r s seems l i k e a l i f e t i m e r i g h t now, I ' l l 

t e l l you. E i g h t m o n t h - o l d . 

I know Brendan -- I t h i n k Brendan 

B o y l e ' s got t w i n s on t h e way. Brendan, i f y o u ' r e 

l i s t e n i n g t o t h i s , g e t r e a d y , my f r i e n d . Get r e a d y . 

REP. BRADFORD: W e l l , one -- one t h i n g I 

was -- I was w o n d e r i n g . You m e n t i o n e d a b i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s i n t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e s a l e o f l i q u o r s t o r e s 

w o u l d p r o b a b l y be de m i n i m i s . Would a l m o s t -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: For h i g h w a y s . 

REP. BRADFORD: For h i g h w a y s . One o f 

th e c o n c e r n s t h a t a l o t o f us i n t h e s o u t h e a s t have 

i n terms o f t h e s h a l e r e v e n u e i s we're t a l k i n g about 

one m i l l i o n and maybe 15 m i l l i o n f o r r o a d s and 

b r i d g e s , a g a i n , a n n u a l i z e d , b u t n o t r e a l l y a l o t o f 

money when you t a l k about t h e t o t a l c o s t o f -- o f 

r e p a i r o f even a s i n g l e b r i d g e . I mean I t h i n k t h a t 

a l o n e w o u l d p r o b a b l y e a t up t h e e n t i r e s t a t e w i d e 

b u d g e t . 



I t d o e s n ' t seem l i k e s h a l e i s a t a l l 

r e a l l y p a r t o f t h e d i s c u s s i o n and e s p e c i a l l y i n 

s o u t h e a s t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a b u t I don't t h i n k -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: I n some -¬

REP. BRADFORD: T e l l me i f I'm wrong. 

Would any o f t h o s e f u n d s f i n d t h e i r way -- f o r i t ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: No. They s t a y i n t h e 

a r e a s where -- t h e c o u n t i e s t h a t a r e b e i n g a f f e c t e d 

by i t . 

So, no, I wo u l d agree w i t h you. I t i s a 

s m a l l p o r t i o n o f our needs. I t may not even be 

s u f f i c i e n t t o meet t h e needs o f t h e a c c e l e r a t e d 

d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f t h e s t a t e r o u t e s t h a t a r e n o t 

p o s t e d . 

REP. BRADFORD: Got you. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: But i t h e l p s . I mean 

i t w i l l h e l p , y e s , t h e r a i l f r e i g h t -- you know, 

P a t r i c k Henderson -- and I t h a n k him a l o t and t h e 

l e g i s l a t o r s i n v o l v e d i n t h i s , f o r c r e a t i n g t h e $1 

m i l l i o n i n r a i l f r e i g h t a s s i s t a n c e , much l i k e t h e 

m u l t i m o d a l f u n d . 

That sounds l i k e a s m a l l amount o f 

money. And when I s a i d t h e m u l t i m o d a l f u n d o f $44 

m i l l i o n , when you t a l k about $3.5 b i l l i o n o f gap, and 

I'm e x c i t e d about 44 m i l l i o n ? But f o r t h o s e modes 



REP. BRADFORD: L i t t l e v i c t o r i e s . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Yeah, f o r t h o s e modes 

i t ' s s i g n i f i c a n t . The 15 m i l l i o n f o r t h e s t a t e 

highway system, I wo u l d a g r e e w i t h you, t h a t ' s -- i t 

w i l l h e l p us, b u t i t w i l l n o t s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m . 

REP. BRADFORD: R i g h t . Thank you, 

S e c r e t a r y . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

A t t h i s t i m e I ' d l i k e t o i n t r o d u c e t h e 

House R e p u b l i c a n Chairman o f t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

Committee, R i c k G e i s t . Because o f t i m e c o n s t r a i n t s , 

he -- he a s k e d i f he c o u l d make some comments and ask 

th e S e c r e t a r y some q u e s t i o n s . 

REP. GEIST: F i r s t o f a l l , t h a n k you 

v e r y much, B i l l , f o r h a v i n g us t o d a y . 

We're b l e s s e d i n P e n n s y l v a n i a t o have 

p r o b a b l y t h e most k n o w l e d g e a b l e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

s e c r e t a r y i n t h e c o u n t r y . We've s a d d l e d him and 

wrapped him up i n d u c t t a p e and h a v e n ' t g i v e n him t h e 

t o o l s t o work w i t h . 

And I know t h a t t o d a y you've done an 

e x c e l l e n t j o b i n f r o n t o f t h i s c o m mittee, and you 

dance e x t r e m e l y w e l l f o r a guy who has no money. 



What I -- what I wanted t o say and ask 

i s I'm v e r y c o n c e r n e d about a n o t h e r p r o b l e m a t 

PennDOT t h a t ' s out -- n o t o u t s i d e and f i x i n g r o a d s , 

b r i d g e s , o r i m p r o v i n g c a p a c i t y o r d o i n g any o f t h e 

t h i n g s t h a t we s h o u l d be d o i n g . 

I'm v e r y c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e b r a i n d r a i n 

a t PennDOT t h r o u g h o u t a l l t h e d i s t r i c t s . I'm v e r y , 

v e r y c o n c e r n e d about d e l i v e r i n g p r o d u c t and g e t t i n g 

t h e j o b done. 

And I know t h a t you t o u c h e d on i t v e r y 

l i g h t l y on t h e 422 q u e s t i o n , b u t c o u l d you e x p l a i n t o 

th e A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Committee what t h e n e x t c o u p l e o f 

y e a r s l o o k l i k e and why i t ' s so d i f f i c u l t f o r us t o 

h i r e g r a d u a t e e n g i n e e r s , why i t ' s so d i f f i c u l t f o r us 

to keep e n g i n e e r s w i t h f i v e y e a r s ' e x p e r i e n c e who now 

become v e r y v a l u a b l e , and -- and what -- what p l a n s 

do we have t o keep t h e department as p r o f e s s i o n a l as 

i t i s ? 

And a l o t o f us d i d t h a t s t a r t i n g i n 

1978 w i t h D i c k T h o r n b e r g when t h e department was 

c o m p l e t e l y p r o f e s s i o n a l i z e d . I t h i n k you've done a 

g r e a t j o b w i t h what l i m i t e d a b i l i t i e s you have. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , t h a n k you, 

s i r . I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . The -- you know, you r a i s e 

an i s s u e t h a t I f r e q u e n t l y t a l k about w i t h o ur s t a f f , 



i s t h e r e ' s two major i s s u e s t h a t I b e l i e v e a r e f a c i n g 

me as S e c r e t a r y . 

One i s t h e o v e r a l l f u n d i n g w h i c h we've 

t a l k e d about a t l e n g t h t o d a y . 

The s e c o n d i s PennDOT as an e m p l o y e r . 

Our managers have not r e c e i v e d a r a i s e f o r o v e r f o u r 

y e a r s . I n c o m p a r i s o n t o o t h e r government e m p l o y e r s , 

n o t p r i v a t e s e c t o r e m p l o y e r s , b u t o t h e r government 

e m p l o y e r s , we're about 15 t o $20 t h o u s a n d a y e a r 

b e h i n d o t h e r government e m p l o y e r s f o r t h e same l e v e l 

p o s i t i o n . 

We have p e o p l e t a k i n g d e m o t i o n s , i f you 

w i l l , i n r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and making more money a t 

o t h e r e m p l o y e r s . We do n o t compare a t a l l w i t h t h e 

p r i v a t e s e c t o r . 

And u l t i m a t e l y whether you b e l i e v e s t a t e 

government i s o v e r l o a d e d w i t h p e r s o n n e l o r n o t , you 

need, as you a l l know, because you a l l work i n s t a t e 

government, we need q u a l i f i e d p e o p l e . We need 

q u a l i f i e d e n g i n e e r s who want t o come and make a 

c a r e e r a t PennDOT. 

And r i g h t now as a em p l o y e r , I'm not 

c o n f i d e n t we're d o i n g -- we're a b l e t o do t h a t . The 

p e o p l e t h a t have been h e r e 20, 25 y e a r s t h a t a r e 

c l o s e t o r e t i r e m e n t , a l t h o u g h t h e y c e r t a i n l y 



l e g i t i m a t e l y a r e u p s e t w i t h t h e c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n on 

t h e management pay, t h e y have t h e i r p e n s i o n s t o l o o k 

f o r w a r d t o and a r e n o t l i k e l y t o l e a v e . 

Those t h a t a r e f i v e t o t e n y e a r , t h e 

i r o n i c t h i n g i s i f we're s u c c e s s f u l i n g e t t i n g 

a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g t h r o u g h t h e s t a t e o r f e d e r a l 

l e v e l s and t h e market goes up, t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r 

w i l l s t a r t h i r i n g . 

W e l l , who has t h e market c o r n e r e d on 

e x p e r i e n c e d , u n d e r p a i d p r o f e s s i o n a l s ? I do. And 

i t ' s a g r e a t c o n c e r n o f mine. Because u l t i m a t e l y 

t h i s i s a g r e a t agency. I a d m i r e d i t when I worked 

i n t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r . I t ' s a p l e a s u r e and honor t o 

work w i t h t h e s e men and women, who a r e v e r y d e d i c a t e d 

t o t h e i r work, b u t we a r e n o t c o m p e n s a t i n g them a t a 

l e v e l where we're g o i n g t o a b l e t o a t t r a c t and r e t a i n 

them. 

And as t h e g e n e r a t i o n r e t i r e s , as you 

m e n t i o n e d , as t h e y r e t i r e , I'm c o n c e r n e d t h a t our 

young and m i d d l e managers a r e n o t g o i n g t o s t i c k 

a r o u n d i f we don't do s o m e t h i n g about i t . 

I t ' s a f o c u s f o r me and my d e p u t y 

s e c r e t a r i e s . We work on i t c o n t i n u a l l y . I t ' s a 

p r o b l e m we need t o s o l v e so t h a t we become a good 

employer and we can a t t r a c t and r e t a i n good e n g i n e e r s 



who make s u r e t h a t t h e p u b l i c s a f e t y i s s u e s t h a t have 

been r a i s e d t h r o u g h o u t t o d a y a r e -- a r e t a k e n c a r e 

o f . 

So I a p p r e c i a t e you r a i s i n g i t . I t ' s a 

s i g n i f i c a n t i s s u e f o r me as s e c r e t a r y and f o r a l l o f 

our employees who a r e w a t c h i n g t h i s . They a l l know 

i t ' s my number one p r i o r i t y , i s t o t r y t o do 

s o m e t h i n g t o make us a b e t t e r e m p loyer t o make s u r e 

t h e y s t a y . 

REP. GEIST: Thank you v e r y much. I -¬

I t r a v e l e d t h e s t a t e w i t h R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Markosek, 

who i s a w o n d e r f u l guy, and I don't know how many 

t i m e s we t h r e w o u r s e l v e s under the bus and f a c e d 

many, many p e o p l e , n e v e r b a c k i n g away from t h e i s s u e 

o f what t h e needs were. 

I have no i d e a how many e d i t o r i a l b o a r d s 

we d i d t o g e t h e r and e v e r y b o d y was amazed a t a 

R e p u b l i c a n and Democrat c o u l d s i n g on t h e same t u n e , 

o f f t h e same page. 

And once we got p a s t t h a t , we s t a r t e d 

t a l k i n g about f i x i n g t h e r e a l p r o b l e m s . I t -- i t 

seems l i k e i t ' s been f o r e v e r . 

I was on t h e o r i g i n a l c o m m i s s i o n s e t up 

by G o v e r n o r R e n d e l l w i t h J o e , and i t - - i t j u s t seems 

t o me t h a t we j u s t keep d e l a y i n g and d e l a y i n g and 



d e l a y i n g f i x i n g what must be f i x e d . Not needs t o be 

f i x e d , b u t must be f i x e d . 

So I l o o k f o r w a r d t o you and t h e 

G o v e r n o r and us a l l h o l d i n g hands and, once a g a i n , 

Joe and I d o i n g Kumbaya w i t h you and g e t about t h e 

b u s i n e s s o f f i x i n g b r o k e n b r i d g e s and b r o k e n r o a d s . 

And I t h i n k t h e t i m e has come. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: I a p p r e c i a t e y o u r 

s u p p o r t , Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

The n e x t q u e s t i o n i s by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Deb K u l a . 

REP. KULA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Good -- I guess i t i s s t i l l m o r n i n g . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: S t i l l m o r n i n g . Good 

m o r n i n g . 

REP. KULA: Good m o r n i n g . I'm n o t s u r e 

anymore. 

I n r e f e r r i n g t o t h e r e p o r t , t h e r e -¬

t h e r e was a s e c t i o n t h a t t a l k s about f o r m a l i z i n g 

c o o p e r a t i o n between PennDOT and l o c a l governments, 

and I s a i d I know, and I'm i n D i s t r i c t 12, w h i c h 

i s -- w i t h Joe S z c z u r and I mean e v e r y t h i n g i s 

h a n d l e d g r e a t t h e r e . We've done a l o t o f r o a d 



r e p a i r s , a l o t o f b r i d g e r e p a i r s i n our a r e a , and 

we're v e r y g r a t e f u l f o r what's o c c u r r e d i n F a y e t t e 

C ounty as w e l l as Westmoreland. 

But i s t h i s s o m e t h i n g t h a t I -- I know 

i t ' s been b r o u g h t up w i t h my l o c a l governments, t h a t 

t h e r e a r e t i m e s t h a t PennDOT i s d o i n g s o m e t h i n g r i g h t 

i n an a r e a where t h e y need s o m e t h i n g done and maybe 

don't have t h e e x p e r t i s e o r equipment t h a t PennDOT 

wo u l d have. 

I s t h e r e any t a l k about maybe c o o r d i n a t e 

-- c o o r d i n a t i n g some o f t h e s e e f f o r t s t h a t t h e y c o u l d 

work t o g e t h e r and -- and k i n d o f h e l p each o t h e r o u t 

i n c e r t a i n a r e a s ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: A b s o l u t e l y . We -- we 

have an a g i l i t y program t h a t we work w i t h o ur l o c a l 

p a r t n e r s on t o t r a d e s e r v i c e s . Meaning i f we can do 

s o m e t h i n g b e t t e r t h a n t h e y can and t h e y can t r a d e us 

back s o m e t h i n g o f e q u a l v a l u e , we have an a g i l i t y 

agreement. 

And i t ' s s o m e t h i n g t h a t I've pushed. I 

s a i d , you know -- my y e a r s i n t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r when 

I go out t o speak a t p u b l i c m e e t i n g s , one t h i n g t h e 

p u b l i c l o o k s a t a l l o f us, and I mean a l l o f us 

c o l l e c t i v e l y who a r e s i t t i n g i n t h i s room, whether 

y o u ' r e l o c a l government, s t a t e government, o r 



f e d e r a l , y o u ' r e j u s t government t o t h e p u b l i c . 

And t h e i r b i g i s s u e i s why c a n ' t you 

work t o g e t h e r ? I t ' s a l l my t a x d o l l a r s g o i n g t o a l l 

o f you. Why on e a r t h c a n ' t you work t o g e t h e r and 

c o o p e r a t e ? 

And t h a t ' s one o f t h e t h i n g s we're 

t r y i n g t o work h a r d a t i s p a r t n e r i n g w i t h l o c a l 

government t o b o t h h e l p where we can h e l p , t o s t e p i n 

and do t h i n g s , s u c h as t h e b r i d g e program I t a l k e d 

about e a r l i e r , where p e r h a p s we can do some program 

management t o h e l p f i l l some v o i d s and e x p e r t i s e t o 

r e d u c e c o s t s f o r m u n i c i p a l i t i e s i n d e s i g n i n g and 

d e l i v e r i n g b r i d g e s . 

Same t h i n g on t r a f f i c s i g n a l s . We b u i l d 

them. We t u r n them o v e r t o m u n i c i p a l i t i e s t o 

o p e r a t e . E v e r y m u n i c i p a l i t y has d i f f e r e n t 

c a p a b i l i t i e s . We may need t o s t e p back i n and -- and 

h e l p o u t and -- and make s u r e t h e s i g n a l i s o p e r a t i n g 

c o r r e c t l y and w o r k i n g o ut an a g i l i t y agreement w i t h 

t h a t m u n i c i p a l i t y f o r them t o do s o m e t h i n g f o r u s . 

So t h a t c o o p e r a t i o n I t h i n k i s 

i m p o r t a n t . 

A n o t h e r t h i n g we're l o o k i n g i n t o i s -- a 

l o t o f t h e t h i n g s we do, we've h e a r d t h e r e d l i g h t 

camera d i s c u s s i o n t o d a y . Some o f t h a t money goes 



back a r o u n d t h e s t a t e f o r t h e s e ARLE g r a n t s , w h i c h 

a r e , you know, more s i d e w a l k - t y p e p r o j e c t s . 

We a l s o have enhancement p r o j e c t s . 

They're n o t t r a d i t i o n a l l y highway and b r i d g e 

p r o j e c t s . 

I f you t a l k t o some o f our m u n i c i p a l 

p a r t n e r s , sometimes t h e y ' l l t e l l u s, we don't want 

your money. I t ' s t o o e x p e n s i v e . The s t r i n g s t h a t 

come w i t h i t and t h e hoops we have t o go t h r o u g h , i t 

w i l l c o s t us more t o d e s i g n i t t h a n i t w i l l t o 

a c t u a l l y b u i l d i t . 

We're l o o k i n g i n t o w hether o r n o t we can 

do b l o c k g r a n t s and s i m p l y say, h e r e ' s t h e money. 

L e t us know how we can h e l p . I f you need h e l p on t h e 

t e c h n i c a l e x p e r t i s e , we can h e l p you. I f you don't 

need our h e l p , so be i t . 

We m i g h t do an owner's p e r s p e c t i v e 

r e v i e w t o make s u r e t h a t t h e money i s b e i n g s p e n t i n 

a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s . However, i t w i l l 

r e d u c e our i n v o l v e m e n t and r e d u c e t h e c o s t s t o t h e 

s p o n s o r and m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . 

So we're l o o k i n g i n t o t h a t so we can 

a g a i n be a b e t t e r b u s i n e s s p a r t n e r . 

REP. KULA: That -- t h a t ' s w o n d e r f u l . 

And -- and I hadn't even t h o u g h t about t h e l i g h t s , 



b u t I know t h a t has been s o m e t h i n g t h a t has been 

amazing t o me, t h a t a l o t o f t i m e s when I've t a l k e d 

a t t h e l o c a l m u n i c i p a l i t i e s where I've g o t t e n 

i n q u i r i e s about n e e d i n g a l i g h t a t a c e r t a i n s p o t , 

i t ' s sometimes t h e m u n i c i p a l i t i e s a r e k i n d o f 

r e l u c t a n t about d o i n g i t be c a u s e o f t h e m a i n t e n a n c e 

t h e y have t o do on -- on t h a t p a r t i c u l a r l i g h t . 

So I -- I w i l l a s s u r e d l y s e t a m e e t i n g 

back i n t h e d i s t r i c t and see what we can work out 

w i t h t h e D i s t r i c t 12 o f f i c e . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: And t h e a g i l i t y 

p rogram i s t h e p l a c e t o do i t . And -- and we have an 

o f f i c e h e r e i n H a r r i s b u r g and we can s u p p o r t t h e 

d i s t r i c t , i f need be, t o work on t h o s e a g i l i t y 

a g reements. 

Because, a g a i n , e v e r y m u n i c i p a l i t y , j u s t 

l i k e us, has d i f f e r e n t s t r e n g t h s and weaknesses, many 

t i m e s d e p e n d i n g on t h e p e r s o n n e l t h a t a r e employed. 

And we can work out a g i l i t y 

agreements so t h a t we can h e l p out each o t h e r . 

REP. KULA: Why thank you. And i f you 

c o u l d j u s t b e a r w i t h me, and t h i s i s a t o t a l l y 

d i f f e r e n t s u b j e c t . 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s DOT had an i n n o v a t i v e 

program l a s t summer whereby t h e y r e p l a c e d 14 b r i d g e s 



on I-93 o v e r t h e c o u r s e o f 14 weekends. 

Each b r i d g e was d e a l t w i t h b e g i n n i n g on 

a F r i d a y n i g h t w i t h c o m p l e t i o n by Sunday, m i n i m i z i n g 

t r a f f i c d i s r u p t i o n . And t h a t o c c u r r e d b ecause o f 

p r e f a b r i c a t e d d e c k i n g b e i n g u s e d . 

I t was c a l l e d 93 F a s t 14 and r e c o g n i z e d 

by t h e F e d e r a l Highway A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

I s PennDOT f a m i l i a r w i t h t h i s and w o u l d 

you c o n s i d e r e x p l o r i n g -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: S u r e . 

REP. KULA: -- t h i s i n i t i a t i v e ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: We're q u i t e f a m i l i a r 

w i t h i t . And we -- we use many p r e f a b . We use many 

p r e f a b r i c a t e d e l e m e n t s i n our -- i n our 

c o n s t r u c t i o n . And p r o j e c t s t h a t c a r r y h i g h t r a f f i c 

o r p r o j e c t s where t h e r e ' s an economic e f f e c t , we l o o k 

a t t h e c o s t b e n e f i t , meaning t h e r e i s a c o s t t o d o i n g 

i t t h a t way. A h i g h e r c o s t i n some c a s e s . And t h e n 

t h e r e ' s a b e n e f i t o f r e d u c i n g t h e i m p a c t on t r a f f i c . 

So we c e r t a i n l y l o o k a t p r e f a b r i c a t i o n 

and i n s t a l l a t i o n . We l o o k a t i t on a l l o f our 

p r o j e c t s t o d e t e r m i n e w h ether o r n o t i t ' s a c o s t 

e f f e c t i v e method f o r t h a t p a r t i c u l a r p r o j e c t a t i t s 

l o c a t i o n and t r a f f i c v o lumes. 

There a r e o t h e r methods t h a t -- t h a t we 



examine on a d a i l y b a s i s t h a t w i l l r e d u c e b o t h c o s t s 

and c o n s t r u c t i o n t i m e . 

T h a t ' s p a r t o f our -- what F e d e r a l 

Highways c a l l s E v e r y Day C o u n t s , what we c a l l our 

S t a t e w i d e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n I n n o v a t i o n C o u n c i l , w h i c h 

means e v e r y day s h o u l d c o u n t t o t h e m o t o r i n g p u b l i c . 

E v e r y day s h o u l d c o u n t i n terms o f what we're 

d e l i v e r i n g i n terms o f c o s t s and i m p a c t t o t h e 

m o t o r i s t s . 

So we l o o k a t a l l c o n s t r u c t i o n methods 

and c a p a b i l i t i e s , and we're c h a l l e n g i n g t h e p r i v a t e 

s e c t o r , o ur c o n t r a c t o r s and e n g i n e e r s and s u p p l i e r s , 

t o j o i n us i n t h e S t a t e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n I n n o v a t i o n 

C o u n c i l t o b r i n g new i d e a s t h a t can be u s e f u l . 

T h e r e's o t h e r ones l i k e t h a t t h a t a r e 

c a l l e d h y p e r b u i l d t h a t were done i n my p r i o r l i f e 

where I worked on d e s i g n s and t h i n g s l i k e t h a t i n New 

J e r s e y , a g a i n t o r e p l a c e h i g h p r o f i l e d e c k s on 

b r i d g e s a t low c o s t s . 

We're l o o k i n g a t i t on I-95. We have a 

huge c o n t r a c t on I-95 t o do e x a c t l y t h a t . How can we 

r e d u c e t h e t i m e and c o s t o f c o n s t r u c t i o n and 

d i s r u p t i o n t o m o t o r i s t s ? 

So, y e s , we're aware o f i t and -- and we 

w i l l c o n t i n u e t o push t h e e n v e l o p e on u s i n g t h o s e . 



REP. KULA: W e l l , t h a t — t h a t ' s good t o 

h e a r , and -- and I have an e x c e l l e n t f a b r i c a t o r i n my 

d i s t r i c t i f anyone i s l o o k i n g f o r one. 

I t h a n k you. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Uh-huh. 

REP. KULA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Gary Day. 

REP. DAY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

And t h a n k you Mr. S e c r e t a r y f o r b e i n g 

h e r e and h a v i n g q u i t e a budget h e a r i n g . I 'd l i k e t o 

commend you on a l l your answers t o a l l t h e 

q u e s t i o n s . 

I guess I ' l l s t a r t o f f by g i v i n g 

D i s t r i c t 5 a l i t t l e a d v e r t i s e m e n t and p l u g . We've 

spoken b e f o r e , and I'm i n c r e d i b l y p l e a s e d w i t h t h e 

management team t h a t you have i n p l a c e t h e r e , t h e way 

t h e y h a n d l e m a i n t e n a n c e and a l s o a l l o ur p r o j e c t s i n 

D i s t r i c t 5, p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e 187th D i s t r i c t , and I 

t h i n k i t needs t o be s a i d e v e r y t i m e I speak w i t h 

you. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Thank you. I ' l l p a s s 

t h a t on M i k e R e b e r t and h i s team. 

REP. DAY: Thank you. And, M i k e , i f 

yo u ' r e w a t c h i n g --



SECRETARY SCHOCH: He -- he mi g h t n o t 

be. We had a -- our d i s t r i c t e x e c u t i v e m e e t i n g 

y e s t e r d a y t h a t I was a c t u a l l y down i n h i s d i s t r i c t 

y e s t e r d a y . 

REP. DAY: Oh. 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: So t h e y ' r e p r o b a b l y 

s t i l l a t m e e t i n g s . But maybe t h e y ' r e o ut w a t c h i n g , 

t a k i n g a peek a t t h i s r i g h t now. So i f he's 

w a t c h i n g , he's g e t t i n g r i b b e d by h i s f e l l o w PEs, I 

can t e l l you t h a t . 

REP. DAY: I'm s u r e t h e y s t a y up l a t e a t 

n i g h t and watch t h e r e p l a y i f t h e y don't c a t c h i t 

d u r i n g t h e day. R i g h t ? 

You m e n t i o n e d r a i l f r e i g h t a s s i s t a n c e 

g r a n t s i n your comments a c o u p l e t i m e s t o d a y . And 

can you e x p l a i n t h e r a t i o n a l e ? 

You know, I've f o u n d i t t o be a v a l u a b l e 

i n v e s t m e n t i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . You made s i m i l a r 

comments. 

Can you e x p l a i n t h e r a t i o n a l e b e h i n d 

e l i m i n a t i n g a l l f u n d i n g ? And, you know, we -- w i t h 

t h a t e l i m i n a t i o n , w o u l d t h e f u n d i n g o r -- o r w o u l d 

t h i s program s u r v i v e t h r o u g h o t h e r mechanisms o r 

a n y t h i n g l i k e t h a t ? You know, t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e 

or a n y t h i n g ? 



Can you j u s t -- i t sounded l i k e you were 

s u p p o r t i v e o f t h e -- you know, t h e r a i l f r e i g h t 

a s s i s t a n c e g r a n t s , b u t we're z e r o e d . So t h a t d o e s n ' t 

seem t o l i n e up as f a r as I'm c o n c e r n e d . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: I am s u p p o r t i v e and I 

r e c o g n i z e , however, i t has t o come out o f s o m e t h i n g 

and i t ' s a G e n e r a l Fund l i n e i t e m . 

And t h a t ' s where, a g a i n , t h e m u l t i m o d a l 

f u n d I t h i n k i s i m p o r t a n t t o e s t a b l i s h , b e c a u s e t h i s 

has h i s t o r i c a l l y been s o m e t h i n g t h a t we have n o t 

c o n s i s t e n t l y been a b l e t o i n v e s t i n a t t h e same l e v e l 

and, more i m p o r t a n t l y , a known l e v e l o f i n v e s t m e n t . 

For t h e r a i l f r e i g h t companies t h a t -¬

t h a t a p p l y , t h e y don't know whether we're g o i n g t o 

have t h e money. They don't know whether we're g o i n g 

t o be a b l e t o p u t t h e programs o u t . 

They know t h a t we get a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r 

f a r more money t h a n we e v e r have a v a i l a b l e . I f we 

had a m u l t i - y e a r and a known i n v e s t m e n t l e v e l t h a t we 

c o u l d a c t u a l l y s a y , okay, make your s u b m i s s i o n s and 

w e ' l l c o o r d i n a t e t h e i n v e s t m e n t so t h a t we can match 

t h e s e , we mi g h t say t h a t y o u r s i s i n y e a r t h r e e , n o t 

y e a r one o r y e a r two. 

But we c o u l d a c t u a l l y g i v e you a d e f i n e d 

t i m e frame when you can i n v e s t and p l a n y o u r own 



i n v e s t m e n t t o match o u r s . 

REP. DAY: Would t h e i n t e r m o d a l f u n d be 

m u l t -- more t h a n j u s t r a i l -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Yes. 

REP. DAY: -- c o m p e t i n g f o r t h e 

d o l l a r s ? 

Because one o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t I t h o u g h t 

was i n t e r e s t i n g o r -- o r p a r t i c u l a r l y e f f e c t i v e about 

t h i s was t h a t i t seemed t o be, when I l o o k e d t h r o u g h 

i t , we d i d n ' t g e t e v e r y p r o j e c t t h a t we p u t i n i n my 

d i s t r i c t o r i n my r e g i o n . However, when you l o o k e d 

a t what was awarded, i t made a l o t o f s e n s e . 

So j u s t h a v i n g r a i l compete a g a i n s t r a i l 

seemed t o be -- you know, h a v i n g t h a t l i n e i t e m 

seemed t o be b e t t e r t h a n -- t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n seems 

t o be g o i n g i n m u l t i p l e a r e a s , e d u c a t i o n as w e l l -¬

b l o c k g r a n t i n g . 

So I'm a l i t t l e c o n c e r n e d about l i n e 

i t e m s -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Yeah. 

REP. DAY: -- v e r s u s b l o c k g r a n t . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e ' l l have t o l o o k 

i n t o t h e b l o c k g r a n t . I t h i n k t h i s -- what we'd do 

i s -- f o r i n s t a n c e , i f you had t h e $44 m i l l i o n , you 

mi g h t say a p o r t i o n o f t h a t i s -- say 15 m i l l i o n a 



y e a r i s f o r r a i l . A n o t h e r 15 m i l l i o n m i g h t be f o r 

p o r t s and o t h e r -- you know, you m i g h t have some t h a t 

a r e d i s c r e t i o n a r y t o where you c o u l d bump i t f o r 

d i f f e r e n t p rograms. 

But I t h i n k i t wo u l d be s p l i t o u t 

somewhere l i k e t h a t so you w o u l d know how much y o u ' r e 

a l l o c a t i n g each mode on an y e a r l y b a s i s . 

REP. DAY: Okay. You a l s o made comment 

-- t h e s e comments. I'm g o i n g t o t r y t o d r i l l down 

i n t o t h i s w i t h one q u e s t i o n . 

You know, I t h i n k a good, o v e r a l l 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g p r o p o s a l s h o u l d be a s t a t e w i d e 

p r o p o s a l t h a t a l l o w s -- t h a t i n c l u d e s t h e a b i l i t y f o r 

m o t o r i s t s t o choose between e x i s t i n g roadways and 

p o s s i b l y n e w - c a p a c i t y t o l l r o a d s . 

The -- any p r o p o s a l s h o u l d i n v e s t as 

w e l l -- you know, my o p i n i o n -- i n -- any u s e r f e e s 

c o l l e c t e d i n t h o s e r e g i o n s where t h e u s e r f e e s a r e 

c o l l e c t e d . 

What do you t h i n k ? And has t h e G o v e r n o r 

a s k e d you t o p u t t o g e t h e r a s t a t e w i d e p r o p o s a l and 

use your e x p e r i e n c e t h a t y o u ' r e , you know, d i s p l a y i n g 

t o d a y t o come f o r w a r d w i t h a p r o p o s a l ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: S t a t e w i d e p r o p o s a l 

f o r ? 



REP. DAY: J u s t o v e r a l l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

f u n d i n g . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , t h e f u n d i n g 

c o m m i s s i o n r e p o r t was, you know, our -- was what he 

a s k e d me t o c h a i r , w h i c h i s what we gave i n terms o f 

a recommendation o f h e r e ' s a p l a n , h e r e ' s e l e m e n t s , 

h e r e ' s t h e t i m i n g , e t c e t e r a . 

And t h e n c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y what we've 

a s k e d our s t a f f t o do was come up w i t h a l i s t o f what 

we c o u l d d e l i v e r w i t h t h a t f u n d i n g p l a n . 

REP. DAY: The l a s t q u e s t i o n t h a t I 

w o u l d have about t h e c o m m i s s i o n t h e n i s i t seemed 

t h a t u s e r f e e s were n o t i n c l u d e d i n t h e - - i n t h e 

r e s u l t s o f t h a t and t h a t seemed t o be -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , t h e u s e r f e e s 

a r e -- a l l t h o s e a r e u s e r f e e s . F r a n k l y , i f you l o o k 

a t r e g i s t r a t i o n , l i c e n s e , o i l company f r a n c h i s e 

t a x -- r e g i s t r a t i o n and l i c e n s e , i f you t h i n k about 

any o t h e r form o f u t i l i t y you pay, whether i t ' s y o u r 

c e l l phone, your e l e c t r i c b i l l , a n y t h i n g e l s e you 

pay, we're b a s i c a l l y a u t i l i t y . T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

Your a c c e s s on your c e l l phone i s your 

m o n t h l y c h a r g e . Then you pay on t h e m i n u t e s you use 

o r how many p l a n s and m i n u t e s . 

W e l l , o ur u s e r f e e s a r e -- t h e f i r s t 



y e a r a c c e s s i s your r e g i s t r a t i o n and l i c e n s e f e e . 

Then your c o n s u m p t i o n f e e , i f you w i l l , i s how much 

gas you consume and t h e n t h e t a x e s you pay on t h a t . 

So t h e y ' r e a l l u s e r f e e s . 

REP. DAY: W e l l , l e t me be a l i t t l e b i t 

more s p e c i f i c t h e n . How about a u s e r f e e f o r m i l e a g e 

usage -- m i l e a g e use t o l l -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , t o l l s -¬

REP. DAY: T o l l r o a d s . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: T o l l s -- b o t h -- b o t h 

m i l e a g e -- as I m e n t i o n e d e a r l i e r , I t h i n k we have -¬

p a r t o f t h e recommendations o f t h e f u n d i n g c o m m i s s i o n 

r e p o r t were f o r t h e d e p a r t m e n t t o t a k e a s t u d y on 

what's t h e n e x t g e n e r a t i o n , o f h e a d i n g t o s o m e t h i n g 

t h a t ' s m i l e a g e b a s e d r a t h e r t h a n f u e l c o n s u m p t i o n 

b a s e d . 

I t h i n k t h a t ' s y e a r s away, t o be h o n e s t 

w i t h you, because I j u s t t h i n k t h a t i t ' s s o m e t h i n g 

we're g o i n g t o need n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s h i p on. I t h i n k 

t h a t t h e r e ' s t e c h n o l o g y a v a i l a b l e t o us t h a t i s n o t 

a c c e p t a b l e by t h e p u b l i c y e t , meaning t r a c k i n g y o ur 

v e h i c l e , and I t h i n k t h a t t h a t -- t h a t g e n e r a t i o n o f 

how we pay by t h e m i l e i s s o m e t h i n g t h a t we don't 

need r i g h t now b u t we're g o i n g t o need i t by a r o u n d 

2030 i n my e s t i m a t i o n . 



So we have a l i t t l e b i t o f t i m e t o work 

on t h a t . 

T o l l i n g , I j u s t saw t o d a y t h a t S e n a t o r 

C a r p e r made an amendment recommendation t o t h e Senate 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n b i l l t o add a number o f s l o t s t o t h e 

p i l o t t o l l i n g program. So t h e f e d e r a l government has 

been opposed t o t o l l i n g . 

Now, I've s a i d t h i s p u b l i c l y many 

t i m e s . I don't u n d e r s t a n d where C o n g r e s s i s on 

t h i s . I f t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o mandate h i g h e r f u e l 

m i l e a g e , meaning l e s s f u e l c o n s u m p t i o n , and t h e y ' r e 

n o t g o i n g t o i n c r e a s e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g , and 

t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o t u r n a r o u n d and r e s t r i c t t h e s t a t e s 

from t o l l i n g t h e i n t e r s t a t e s , t o me t h e y ' r e n o t 

s o l v i n g t h e p r o b l e m . They're making t h e p r o b l e m 

worse by t h e CAFE s t a n d a r d s . 

Not t h a t I o b j e c t t o t h o s e . They're 

good f o r a l o t o f r e a s o n s . But from a revenue 

s t a n d p o i n t , i t ' s a p l a n n e d r e d u c t i o n f o r 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

And t h e n you t u r n a r o u n d and say you 

c a n ' t t o l l i n t e r s t a t e s , b e cause f o r some r e a s o n t h e y 

b e l i e v e t h a t i t ' s t h e wrong t h i n g t o do. And y e t 

t o l l i n g i s m i l e a g e b a s e d . And I have a r g u e d l o n g and 

h a r d , i f I'm e v e r a s k e d , w h i c h I p r o b a b l y won't be, 



t o go t o W a s h i n g t o n and t e s t i f y , I w i l l be v e r y 

p o i n t e d i n my c r i t i c i s m o f C o n g r e s s f o r n o t a l l o w i n g 

us t o t o l l i n t e r s t a t e s , e s p e c i a l l y i f t h e y ' r e n o t 

g o i n g t o s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m . 

Now, i f t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o s o l v e i t and -¬

and r a i s e o t h e r r e v e n u e s so we don't have t o d e a l 

w i t h t h a t , f i n e . But i f y o u ' r e n o t g o i n g t o s o l v e 

t h e p r o b l e m , t h e n p l e a s e open t h e t o o l book -- t h e 

t o o l b o x f o r t h e s t a t e s . 

REP. DAY: Thank you f o r t h e answers t o 

t h e s e q u e s t i o n s . I a p p r e c i a t e your t e s t i m o n y t o d a y . 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

I ' d l i k e t o acknowledge t h e p r e s e n c e o f 

Chairman B e n n i n g h o f f o f t h e F i n a n c e Committee f o r 

j o i n i n g us t h i s m o r n i n g . 

T h a t ' s t h e end o f t h e q u e s t i o n s on t h e 

f i r s t r o u n d . I'm g o i n g t o ask t h e members on t h e 

sec o n d r o u n d t o t r y t o keep t h e i r q u e s t i o n s c o n c i s e , 

as w e l l as t h e S e c r e t a r y ' s answers, so t h i s way we 

can move on w i t h t h e -- w i t h t h e n e x t h e a r i n g , w h i c h 

was s c h e d u l e d a t 11:30. 

Okay. So w i t h o u t f u r t h e r ado, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Gordon D e n l i n g e r . 



Thank you. 

REP. DENLINGER: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

S e c r e t a r y , you've answered most o f t h e 

a d d i t i o n a l q u e s t i o n s I had. J u s t two i t e m s r e m a i n , 

i f I c an. 

The f i r s t r e l a t e s t o d i s c u s s i o n you 

e n t e r e d i n w i t h R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C a u s e r about t h e 

d r o p p i n g o f w e i g h t l i m i t s on c e r t a i n r o a d s and 

b r i d g e s , and t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t I r e p r e s e n t a r u r a l 

a g r i c u l t u r a l a r e a p r i m a r i l y , I'm w o n d e r i n g , does t h e 

movement o f a g r i c u l t u r a l equipment and/or p r o d u c t s 

f a c t o r i n t o y o u r d e c i s i o n m a t r i x as y o u ' r e 

c o n s i d e r i n g w e i g h t l i m i t s o r su b s e q u e n t d i r e c t i o n o f 

r e p a i r and t h e n m a i n t e n a n c e monies? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: R e p a i r and 

m a i n t e n a n c e , y e s . On w e i g h t l i m i t s i t ' s b a s i c a l l y a 

c o n d i t i o n o f t h e r o a d . So i t d o e s n ' t m a t t e r who i s 

u s i n g i t , i t ' s what t h e r o a d can - - t h e r o a d and 

b r i d g e can h a n d l e . 

We a r e w o r k i n g c l o s e l y w i t h t h e farm 

community though on -- on s e e i n g what we can do w i t h 

p o l i c y and w o r k i n g w i t h l e g i s l a t u r e on c h a n g i n g 

t h i n g s t o make our p o l i c i e s and laws more, I ' l l s a y , 

i n s t r o n g e r c o r r e l a t i o n t o t h e r e a l i t y o f how f a r m i n g 



i s done t o d a y . I t h i n k we're making a l o t o f 

p r o g r e s s on t h a t . 

But i n terms o f w e i g h t r e s t r i c t i o n s , no, 

i t ' s e i t h e r w e i g h t r e s t r i c t e d o r i t ' s n o t . I t ' s 

b a s e d on c o n d i t i o n . 

REP. DENLINGER: I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . And 

I'm g l a d t o h e a r you do f a c t o r i t i n t o t h e 

m a i n t e n a n c e and r e p a i r m a t r i x . 

S e c o n d l y , and t h e l a s t i t e m , we've had 

some b i l l s i n -- i n some s e s s i o n s t h a t r e l a t e t o t h e 

f e d e r a l -- f e d e r a l l y d i r e c t e d mandate on t h e r e a l ID 

i s s u e , f a c i a l r e c o g n i t i o n t e c h n o l o g y b e i n g 

i m p l e m e n t e d i n t o t h e cameras a t t h e d i f f e r e n t 

d r i v e r s ' l i c e n s e c e n t e r s . 

Can you s h a r e w i t h us and t h e c i t i z e n s 

o f t h i s s t a t e where t h a t s t a n d s ? When t h e y go i n t o 

have t h e i r d r i v e r ' s l i c e n s e renewed, s h o u l d t h e y 

e x p e c t t h e f a c t t h a t t h a t t e c h n o l o g y i s b e i n g 

employed and b e i n g s t o r e d i n c omputers? Where does 

t h a t s t a n d ? 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: W e l l , c e r t a i n l y , you 

know, t h e f a c t t h a t t h e -- t h e d r i v e r ' s l i c e n s e i s 

f o r many o f us t h e p r i m a r y method o f i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

t h a t ' s -- t h a t ' s u s e d f o r f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , 

u s e d t o g e t on p l a n e s . I t ' s a b i g s e c u r i t y i s s u e . 



So, y e s , we a r e u s i n g -- you know, we 

a r e u s i n g p a r t s o f r e a l ID. Now, we're n o t f u l l y i n 

c o m p l i a n c e and we're n o t g o i n g t o be. And we t o l d 

t h e f e d e r a l government t h a t . 

So i t ' s a u n f u n d e d mandate. Many o f t h e 

s t a t e s a r e s a y i n g t h e same t h i n g , we're n o t g o i n g t o 

be i n c o m p l i a n c e . E x c u s e me. 

And -- b u t e l e m e n t s o f i t t h a t we t h i n k 

a r e i m p o r t a n t f o r s e c u r i t y we a r e c o m p l y i n g w i t h . 

And t h e -- c e r t a i n l y a l l o f our c u s t o m e r s s h o u l d 

e x p e c t t h a t when we t a k e t h e i r p h o t o a b i g p a r t o f 

t h a t i s making s u r e you who a r e -- you a r e who you 

say you a r e . 

And we have a d e d i c a t e d p o r t i o n o f our 

s t a f f t h a t does a u d i t s on t h a t t o make s u r e t h a t we 

a r e n o t h a v i n g any f r a u d o c c u r r i n g . 

Because i t i s one o f t h e -- as 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P y l e s a i d , i t ' s one o f t h e b i g a r e a s 

f o r f r a u d r i g h t now. Th e r e ' s a l o t o f b l a c k - m a r k e t 

movement on f a k e l i c e n s e s . 

REP. DENLINGER: I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t 

c o n c e r n . O b v i o u s l y t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h a t e q u a t i o n 

i s t h e c i v i l l i b e r t a r i a n c o n c e r n about governments 

c o l l e c t i n g more and more i n f o r m a t i o n about c i t i z e n s . 

I f you c o u l d -- and I'm n o t g o i n g t o --



I don't want t o b e l a b o r t o d a y ' s h e a r i n g , b u t i f you 

c o u l d j u s t t h r o u g h our c h a i r m a n s h a r e w i t h us e x a c t l y 

what i n f o r m a t i o n i s b e i n g c o l l e c t e d -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: S u r e . 

REP. DENLINGER: -- and i t ' s 

u t i l i z a t i o n . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: I w i l l have Deputy 

S e c r e t a r y K u r t Myers p u t t o g e t h e r a b r i e f i n g f o r you. 

REP. DENLINGER: Thank you. I 

a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

REP. DENLINGER: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M a r i o S c a v e l l o . 

REP. SCAVELLO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I t was a s s e r t e d t h a t t h e G o v e r n o r i s n o t 

a c t i n g f a s t enough on -- on many i s s u e s . I have t o 

t e l l you, he d i d t h e b e s t t h i n g p o s s i b l e . He p u t t h e 

most c a p a b l e p e r s o n i n t h e j o b from what I've been 

h e a r i n g from b o t h s i d e s o f t h e a i s l e and from t h e 

r e q u e s t s -- t h e q u e s t i o n s t h a t you've been a s k e d and 

how you've been a n s w e r i n g t h e q u e s t i o n s . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Thank you. 

REP. SCAVELLO: T o l l i n g o f t h e I-80, I 

know we d i s a g r e e d . We had t h a t b i g e v e n t i n t h e --



on TV i n t h e n o r t h e a s t p u t t i n g 20 t o l l s on t h e 

highway. 

But what you ' r e s a y i n g makes a l o t o f 

s e n s e . I f you want -- i f y o u ' r e g o i n g t o t o l l , d o n't 

p u t 20 on one i n t e r s t a t e . Put a c o u p l e on and -- and 

s p l i t and move them a r o u n d . 95. 81. 78. 

And -- and -- and i f t h a t -- i f y o u ' r e 

g o i n g t o t r y t o -- i f y o u ' r e g o i n g t o do i t , you have 

t o do i t and not p u t i t on t h e b a c k s o f e v e r y o n e and 

use t h a t money r i g h t on t h a t roadway r i g h t t h e r e 

v e r s u s t r y i n g t o move i t a r o u n d . 

B u t , o f c o u r s e , you need f e d e r a l -- you 

need f e d e r a l s u p p o r t f o r t h a t , and t h a t w o u l d be -¬

t h a t ' s t h e b e s t u s e r f e e . You're u s i n g t h e roadway 

and -¬

SECRETARY SCHOCH: E x a c t l y . 

REP. SCAVELLO: So — and t h e o t h e r 

q u e s t i o n i s i n -- you know, I know t h a t -- you know, 

my f r i e n d s on t h e r i g h t -- o r on my r i g h t t o d a y , f e e l 

t h a t t h e G o v e r n o r h a s n ' t moved f a s t enough. 

He's -- he's i n p l a c e 12 months, 13 

months, and he's had a $4 m i l l i o n -- $4 b i l l i o n 

s h o r t f a l l l a s t y e a r and he's got a h a l f b i l l i o n 

s h o r t f a l l t h i s y e a r . I t h i n k he's had h i s p l a t e 

f u l l . But I'm s u r e t h a t i t ' s g o i n g t o g e t 



a d d r e s s e d . J u s t have a l i t t l e b i t o f p a t i e n c e . 

Thank you v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

Mr. S e c r e t a r y , I want t o t h a n k you f o r 

your t e s t i m o n y t h i s m o r n i n g . I know, s p e a k i n g f o r 

Chairman Markosek, we f o u n d t h e i n f o r m a t i o n v e r y 

i n f o r m a t i v e . You a r e a v e r y k n o w l e d g e a b l e 

i n d i v i d u a l . We a r e v e r y f o r t u n a t e t o have you as t h e 

S e c r e t a r y o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n and l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o 

w o r k i n g w i t h you i n t h e n e x t c o u p l e o f months as we 

pas s t h i s b u d g e t . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: Thank you, Chairman. 

I t ' s a p l e a s u r e t o be h e r e . And f o r a l l t h e 

f o l l o w - u p s , w e ' l l be i n c o n t a c t w i t h each o f you 

d i r e c t l y . And thank you so much f o r h a v i n g me and 

th e c o m p l i m e n t s . I a p p r e c i a t e i t g r e a t l y . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. And f o r a 

man t h a t has t w i n s under a y e a r o f age, y o u ' r e -¬

yo u ' r e h o l d i n g up v e r y w e l l . 

SECRETARY SCHOCH: I f you l o o k deep 

b e h i n d my eyes , y o u ' l l see some c i r c l e s and some 

t i r e d n e s s t h e r e . I g u a r a n t e e you t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Okay. Thank you. 

The n e x t budget h e a r i n g w i l l s t a r t 



e x a c t l y i n f i v e m i n u t e s . Thank you. 

(The p r o c e e d i n g s were a d j o u r n e d a t 

11:43 a.m.) 



I h e r e b y c e r t i f y t h a t t h e p r o c e e d i n g s and 

e v i d e n c e a r e c o n t a i n e d f u l l y and a c c u r a t e l y i n t h e 

n o t e s t a k e n by me on t h e w i t h i n p r o c e e d i n g s and t h a t 

t h i s i s a c o r r e c t t r a n s c r i p t o f t h e same. 
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