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P R O C E E D I N G S 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Good a f t e r n o o n , 

e v e r y o n e . I ' d l i k e t o c a l l t o o r d e r t h e House 

A p p r o p r i a t i o n budget h e a r i n g . 

T e s t i f y i n g b e f o r e us t o d a y i s S e c r e t a r y 

E l i A v i l a , S e c r e t a r y o f t h e Department o f H e a l t h , and 

A c t i n g S e c r e t a r y o f t h e n e w l y formed Department o f 

Drug and A l c o h o l , A c t i n g S e c r e t a r y Gary T e n n i s . 

Good a f t e r n o o n , g e n t l e m e n . 

ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: Good 

a f t e r n o o n . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Good a f t e r n o o n . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: I don't know. You can 

see how new t h e a c t i n g s e c r e t a r y o f t h e de p a r t m e n t 

i s . He does n o t even have a name t a g y e t . So j u s t 

t o -- j u s t t o s t a r t i t o f f w i t h a l i t t l e l e v i t y . 

S t a r t i n g w i t h t h e s e n i o r S e c r e t a r y o f 

H e a l t h , w o u l d you l i k e t o i n t r o d u c e y o u r s t a f f f o r 

us, p l e a s e ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: Yes. Thank you f o r 

h a v i n g us h e r e t o d a y f o r t h e Department o f H e a l t h . 

To my r i g h t i s N e i l M a l a d y who i s no s t r a n g e r h e r e on 

th e h i l l . To t h e l e f t i s t h e w e l l - a b l e d M i c h a e l 

W o l f , who i s my E x e c u t i v e Deputy S e c r e t a r y , and g l a d 

t o have him i n t h a t r o l e . 



CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Okay. Thank you. 

S e c r e t a r y A v i l a , i f you w o u l d s t a r t w i t h some b r i e f 

comments, and w e ' l l t h e n ask t h a t -- S e c r e t a r y T e n n i s 

f o r a b r i e f comment, you know, and t h e n w e ' l l get 

r i g h t i n t o t h e budget q u e s t i o n s . Thank you. 

SECRETARY AVILA: Good a f t e r n o o n . I 

want t o t h a n k Chairman A d o l p h , Chairman Markosek, and 

t h e committee f o r t h e i n v i t a t i o n t o speak t o you 

t o d a y r e g a r d i n g t h e Department o f H e a l t h ' s p o r t i o n o f 

t h e G o v e r n o r ' s p r o p o s e d 2012/2013 b u d g e t . 

I' d l i k e t o s h a r e w i t h you some 

h i g h l i g h t s o f our a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s s i n c e we h e l d 

budget d i s c u s s i o n s l a s t y e a r . 

F i r s t o f a l l , v i t a l r e c o r d s . You a s k e d 

f o r improvements t o our v i t a l r e c o r d s p r o c e s s i n g o f 

b i r t h and d e a t h c e r t i f i c a t e s . W h i l e we have -- w h i l e 

we have room f o r improvement, I am p r o u d t o r e p o r t 

t h a t we have c u t i n h a l f t h e p r o c e s s i n g t i m e s . 

W i t h t h e s i g n i n g o f A c t 62 o f 2011, 

we've a l l o w e d f o r a c e r t i f i c a t e o f b i r t h r e s u l t i n g i n 

s t i l l b i r t h . On F e b r u a r y 1 3 t h , 2012 we began 

p r o v i d i n g a c c e s s t o more r e c o r d s f o r t h e g e n e a l o g i c a l 

r e s e a r c h as you -- g e n e a l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h as r e s u l t o f 

A c t 110 o f 2011. 

And we r e c e n t l y moved our H a r r i s b u r g 



p u b l i c o f f i c e t o p r o v i d e more a c c e s s t o p a r k i n g , 

c o m p l i m e n t a r y s e r v i c e s o f f e r e d t h r o u g h t h e S o c i a l 

S e c u r i t y O f f i c e , and I'm a l s o t o l d t h e p o s t o f f i c e i s 

n e a r b y . 

We're c o n t i n u i n g t o l o o k a t ways t o 

m a x i m i z e th e use o f t e c h n o l o g y and c r e a t e a b e t t e r 

c u s t o m e r s e r v i c e e x p e r i e n c e f o r P e n n s y l v a n i a n s who 

need a c c e s s t o v i t a l r e c o r d s . 

As f o r HIV t e s t i n g , I w o u l d l i k e t o 

t h a n k t h e PA G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y f o r p a s s -- f o r t h e 

p a s s i n g o f A c t 59 o f 2011. As a r e s u l t , we 

a n t i c i p a t e more HIV s c r e e n i n g w i l l be c o n d u c t e d w h i c h 

we hope w i l l a s s i s t i n d e t e c t i o n and s l o w t h e s p r e a d 

o f t h e d i s e a s e . 

As f o r q u a l i t y a s s u r a n c e , f o r t h e f i r s t 

t i m e s i n c e t h e 1980s, we're w o r k i n g w i t h s t a k e h o l d e r s 

t o do a t h o r o u g h r e v i e w o f our h o s p i t a l r e g u l a t i o n s 

w i t h an eye t o w a r d s making improvements and 

a c c o u n t i n g f o r t e c h n o l o g i c a l advancements t h a t w i l l 

c o n t i n u e t o a s s i s t us i n p r o t e c t i n g P e n n s y l v a n i a n s ' 

h e a l t h and s a f e t y . 

I hope you w i l l a gree t h i s i s a s t r o n g 

b u d g et, f o c u s e d on p u t t i n g P e n n s y l v a n i a back on t h e 

p a t h t o p r o s p e r i t y . T h i s budget s u p p o r t s t h e 

programs t o h e l p our n e e d i e s t c i t i z e n s , p r o v i d e s f o r 



t h e h e a l t h and s a f e t y o f a l l c i t i z e n s w h i l e making 

t h e t o u g h c h o i c e s t o make government s m a r t e r , more 

e f f i c i e n t , and more e f f e c t i v e . 

Thank you v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

Mr. S e c r e t a r y . 

ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: Yes. Chairmen 

A d o l p h , Markosek and D i G i r o l a m o , t h a n k you v e r y , v e r y 

much f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o be h e r e . I t i s a g r e a t 

honor f o r me t o have been a p p o i n t e d by G o v e r n o r 

C o r b e t t as t h e -- c u r r e n t l y t h e a c t i n g s e c r e t a r y , 

h o p e f u l l y t h e s e c r e t a r y o f t h e new Department o f Drug 

and A l c o h o l Programs. 

Many o f you i n t h e l e g i s l a t u r e a r e 

f a m i l i a r w i t h me a f t e r 20 y e a r s as t h e l e g i s l a t i v e 

l i a i s o n f o r t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a D i s t r i c t A t t o r n e y s 

A s s o c i a t i o n , and I've s p e n t my -- b a s i c a l l y my e n t i r e 

c a r e e r l o o k i n g f o r t h e b e s t ways t o d r i v e down c r i m e 

and c o n c l u d e d t h a t t h e most c o s t e f f e c t i v e way t o 

d r i v e down c r i m e and c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e c o s t s i s 

t h r o u g h a p p r o p r i a t e d r u g and a l c o h o l t r e a t m e n t . 

I am so, so i m p a s s i o n e d about t h i s 

s u b j e c t b ecause i t a f f e c t s one out o f f o u r and c a u s e s 

s u f f e r i n g i n one out o f f o u r f a m i l i e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

Commonwealth o f P e n n s y l v a n i a and t h r o u g h o u t t h e 



U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

So i t ' s -- i t ' s my p r i v i l e g e t o be 

h e r e . I -- I hope y o u ' l l g r a n t me some f o r b e a r a n c e 

t o d a y i n t h e budget h e a r i n g s t o d a y . We b a s i c a l l y 

j u s t w a l k e d i n t h e door and have begun t h e p r o c e s s o f 

l o o k i n g a t a l o t o f i s s u e s , b u t w e ' l l do t h e b e s t we 

can. Thanks. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. I t ' s 

c e r t a i n l y my p l e a s u r e t o have w i t h us t o d a y b o t h t h e 

R e p u b l i c a n and D e m o c r a t i c C h a i r o f t h e H e a l t h 

Committee, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M a t t B a k e r , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

M y e r s . Thank you f o r b e i n g h e r e . 

And i t ' s a l s o a -- a s p e c i a l t r e a t t o 

have t h e Chairman o f t h e Human S e r v i c e s Committee, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Gene D i G i r o l a m o o f Bucks County. 

W i t h o u t f u r t h e r ado, we're g o i n g t o open 

t h i s up. I f you don't mind, S e c r e t a r y T e n n i s , I have 

a q u e s t i o n f o r you. 

ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: Yes, s i r . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: And some o f t h i s may 

be e a s y s t u f f . But I -- I want t o ask you some 

q u e s t i o n s about t h e methadone t r e a t m e n t s t h a t we have 

h e r e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

And I -- I'm -- I'm a s k i n g t h e s e 

q u e s t i o n s on b e h a l f o f some c o n c e r n e d c i t i z e n s . And 



my f i r s t q u e s t i o n i s , can you e x p l a i n t h e s y s t e m t o 

me and t h e committee r e g a r d i n g how t h i s w orks, t h e s e 

methadone c l i n i c s t h r o u g h o u t t h e Commonwealth? How 

many P e n n s y l v a n i a r e s i d e n t s a r e r e c e i v i n g t h e 

t r e a t m e n t ? What i s t h e c o s t and what i s t h e g o a l o f 

t h i s methadone t r e a t m e n t ? 

J u s t t o h i t you w i t h i t . 

ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: W e l l -¬

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: I know you've j u s t 

w a l k e d i n t h e door and -¬

ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: I d i d . And 

yo u ' r e c a t c h i n g me somewhat o f f g u a r d . R i g h t now 

we're k i n d o f i n t h e b e g i n n i n g p r o c e s s o f g e t t i n g a 

h a n d l e on e x a c t l y t h a t q u e s t i o n . 

I t ' s an e x c e l l e n t q u e s t i o n . I know i t ' s 

a t i m e l y one. 

R i g h t now I know t h a t t h e department 

does n o t have a u t h o r i t y t o d e t e r m i n e l o c a t i o n f o r 

c l i n i c s . I n terms o f c l i n i c a l l o c a t i o n , i t ' s a l o c a l 

z o n i n g i s s u e . 

I n terms o f t h o s e q u e s t i o n s you have, 

I ' l l j u s t ask i f y o u ' l l l e t me l o o k i n t o t h a t and g e t 

back w i t h you about i t . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: I'd be -- I'd be g l a d 

t o . And what I'm l o o k i n g f o r i s o b v i o u s l y what t h e 



p u r p o s e o f t h e c l i n i c i s -- o f t h e methadone 

t r e a t m e n t s a r e . 

ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: R i g h t . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: And I know i t ' s t o 

h e l p h e r o i n a d d i c t s wean o f f o f h e r o i n . And I ' d l i k e 

t o know i s i t s u c c e s s f u l -¬

ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: R i g h t . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Or do we move them 

from h e r o i n t o methadone and from methadone t o b e i n g 

c l e a n . Okay? 

ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: R i g h t . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: And how l o n g i s t h e 

t i m e t h a t -- t h e l e n g t h o f t i m e t h a t someone i s on 

methadone? And what a r e t h e dang e r s o f b e i n g on 

methadone? 

And, o f c o u r s e , Chairman D i G i r o l a m o and 

I t a l k e d about t h i s j u s t p r i o r t o coming down h e r e 

and he has, you know, v a s t knowledge o f t h e -- t h e 

d r u g t h e r a p y and so f o r t h . 

ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: And -- b u t I'm 

i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e payment, t h e c o s t t o P e n n s y l v a n i a , 

who's c o v e r e d and who's n o t ? Who's p a y i n g f o r i t ? 

Is i t a f e d e r a l program? I s i t a s t a t e program? I 

want t o -- I want t o g e t my hands a r o u n d i t . 



ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: 

Mr. Chairman -¬

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: So thank you so much. 

ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: Thank you f o r 

your c o n c e r n about t h a t i s s u e . I t h i n k i t ' s a r e a l l y 

i m p o r t a n t i s s u e , and I l o o k -- I l o o k f o r w a r d t o 

w o r k i n g w i t h you and g e t t i n g t h e i n f o r m a t i o n you ask 

f o r . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Yes. These f o l k s — 

t h e s e f o l k s t h a t a r e c o n t a c t i n g me a r e i n v o l v e d i n 

h o s p i t a l s . 

ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: You b e t . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Okay. They're 

c a r e g i v e r s . Okay. And I want t o f i n d o u t a l i t t l e 

b i t more about i t and -- and t h e c o s t . 

ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: Yes, s i r . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Okay. Thank you so 

much. 

ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: You b e t . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Okay. Chairman 

Markosek. 

REP. MARKOSEK: I thank you, Chairman 

A d o l p h . M e s s r s . S e c r e t a r y , welcome. 

ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: Thank you. 

REP. MARKOSEK: And I don't have any 



i n i t i a l q u e s t i o n s . What I ' d l i k e t o do i s , i f i t ' s 

okay w i t h Chairman A d o l p h , i s have R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

M i c h e l l e B r o w n l e e from P h i l a d e l p h i a County ask t h e 

f i r s t q u e s t i o n . 

Thank you. 

REP. BROWNLEE: Thank you. Good 

a f t e r n o o n . 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Good a f t e r n o o n , Mr. S e c r e t a r y and A c t i n g 

S e c r e t a r y . 

I have a q u e s t i o n r e g a r d i n g t h e P a t i e n t 

S a f e t y A u t h o r i t y . PSA, o f c o u r s e you know, was an 

i n d e p e n d e n t agency t h a t was c r e a t e d under t h e Mcare 

A c t i n 2002, and i t i s under t h e Gov -- t h e G o v e r n o r 

w o u l d l i k e t o move t h a t under t h e p u r v i e w o f t h e 

h e a l t h d e p a r t m e n t . 

I t was a l s o -- i t was c r e a t e d t o r e d u c e 

m e d i c a l e r r o r s i n h o s p i t a l s and f o r t h e sake o f 

p u b l i c h e a l t h and s a f e t y . 

So t h e r e ' s an a r t i c l e i n t h e I n q u i r e r , 

and t h e a r t i c l e goes on t o say t h a t P e n n s y l v a n i a i s 

t h e u n d i s p u t e d n a t i o n a l l e a d e r on e l i m i n a t i n g -- o r 

t h e e l i m i n a t i o n o f m e d i c a l e r r o r s i n h o s p i t a l s and 

o t h e r m e d i c a l f a c i l i t i e s . 

Does t h e h e a l t h d e p artment have s t a f f 



t h a t c o u l d m a i n t a i n t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

t h a t PS -- PSA has h e l p e d t o make P e n n s y l v a n i a t h e 

n a t i o n a l l e a d e r i n t h e r e d u c t i o n o f t h e s e e r r o r s ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: I w o u l d answer y e s . 

In f a c t , when I've t r a v e l e d t o t h e CDC t o meet w i t h 

D i r e c t o r F r i e d e n and o t h e r s , i t -- i t -- I a l w a y s 

f i n d i t e x c i t i n g when t h e -- f o r example, f o r t h e 

h o s p i t a l - a c q u i r e d i n f e c t i o n s , how P e n n s y l v a n i a i s 

r e f e r r e d t o as t h e l e a d e r i n t h e s t a n d a r d w i t h t h e 

Department o f H e a l t h when i t comes t o t h e program 

t h a t we have. We s e t t h e s t a n d a r d f o r t h e n a t i o n . 

And i t ' s a l w a y s n i c e t o h e a r t h a t . 

E s p e c i a l l y from t h e -- from a n a t i o n a l l e v e l t o know 

t h a t I am w o r k i n g f o r a s t a t e where my department has 

t a k e n t h e l e a d and o t h e r s t a t e s f o l l o w what we do. 

REP. BROWNLEE: Okay. And how much 

money w o u l d t h e -- does t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n e x p e c t t o 

save w i t h t h i s merger? 

SECRETARY AVILA: T h a t ' s -- I don't have 

t h e e x a c t numbers f o r you. However -- and w e ' l l g e t 

back t o you w i t h t h a t . 

I t ' s b e i n g l o o k e d a t r i g h t now 

o b v i o u s l y , and -- b u t what we e x p e c t i s t o be a b l e t o 

c u t down on a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o s t s , t o s t r e a m l i n e , 

p r o v i d e e f f i c i e n c y i n s t a t e government, w h i c h i s what 



t h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n has -- has p r o m i s e d t o do and i t 

i s a p r i o r i t y . 

REP. BROWNLEE: Okay. Do you see t h i s 

i n any way c o m p r o m i s i n g a p a t i e n t ' s s a f e t y ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: No, I do n o t . 

REP. BROWNLEE: Not a t a l l ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: Not a t a l l . 

REP. BROWNLEE: Okay. One o t h e r t h i n g . 

S e p a r a t e and -- and -- t o t h a t i s s u e . 

Do you t h i n k t h a t t h e d e c i s i o n o f t h e 

M i l t o n H e r s h e y S c h o o l t o r e s c i n d t h e a d m i s s i o n o f a 

HIV p o s i t i v e c h i l d a r e b a s e d on t h e need t o p r o t e c t 

o t h e r c h i l d r e n i s s u p p o r t e d by s c i e n c e t h a t g o v e r n s 

t h e t r a n s m i s s i o n o f HIV -- t h i s i s a d o u b l e 

q u e s t i o n -- and as a d o c t o r , do you t h i n k b e i n g 

HIV -- V p o s i t i v e i s a d i r e c t t h r e a t t o t h e s a f e t y 

and h e a l t h y -- h e a l t h o f o t h e r s ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: As a p h y s i c i a n who has 

worked w i t h HIV p a t i e n t s f o r y e a r s and as an 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t -- and I m e n t i o n b e i n g an 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t b ecause t h e s u t u r e m a t e r i a l i s so 

s m a l l you don't know i f you've s t u c k y o u r s e l f o r 

n o t . O b v i o u s l y t h a t was a l w a y s a c o n c e r n o f mine. 

But p a t i e n t s need t o be t r e a t e d f a i r l y 

and e q u a l l y . I n e v e r t u r n e d down a p a t i e n t I assumed 



t h a t -- t h a t t h e r e m i g h t be p o s i t i v i t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

where I worked b e f o r e . 

And we have t o be c o m p a s s i o n a t e , and 

t h a t ' s what I -- I t h i n k my -- my c a r e e r as a -¬

speaks t o and, t h a t i s , you t r e a t a l l i n d i v i d u a l s 

w i t h d i g n i t y and c a r e . 

I remember t h e t i m e s as a s e c o n d y e a r 

r e s i d e n t i n t h e Bronx I was a s s i g n e d t o t h e l a r g e s t 

HIV n e o n a t a l u n i t i n t h e c o u n t r y . I had b a b i e s t h a t 

were maybe t h i s b i g , who n o t o n l y had HIV, t h e y had 

s y p h i l i s , t h e y had c h l a m y d i a , t h e y had g o n o r r h e a , 

t h e y had h e r p e s . They had e v e r y t h i n g . 

And one o f t h e s a d d e s t t h i n g s was s e e i n g 

t h e p a r e n t s t h e r e f o r a w h i l e , t h e n as t h e weeks went 

by t h e p a r e n t s j u s t s t o p p e d coming and t h e y became 

wards o f t h e s t a t e . 

My j o b was t o make s u r e t h a t I l o o k e d 

i n t o t h e i r e y e s , b e c a u s e t h e r e t i n a hadn't been f u l l y 

formed and d e c i d e whether I was g o i n g t o do s u r g e r y 

on them o r n o t . I o p e r a t e d on c h i l d r e n , on l i v e s 

t h a t w o u l d f i t i n t o my hand. 

I remember t h a t . And I say t h a t because 

t h o s e a f f l i c t e d w i t h HIV, we have no c u r e now b u t 

t h e y c a n n o t be t r e a t e d as l e p e r s o f -- as -- as we 

f i n d i n t h e h i s t o r y , and we have t o have c o m p a s s i o n . 



REP. BROWNLEE: I have one o t h e r 

q u e s t i o n . Do you e x p e c t t h a t t h e r e w i l l be any 

programs t h a t w o u l d t e a c h i n s t i t u t i o n s , s u ch as 

M i l t o n H ershey, about HIV and AID's p r e v e n t i o n and, 

you know, s t u f f l i k e t h a t ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: I w o u l d c e r t a i n l y hope 

so. My o f f i c e i s a l w a y s w i l l i n g t o work w i t h anyone 

who's open and w i l l i n g t o -- t o p a r t i c i p a t e and h e a r 

what we have t o say. 

REP. BROWNLEE: Thank you. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: And th a n k you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

The n e x t q u e s t i o n w i l l be a s k e d by 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e T i n a P i c k e t t . 

REP. PICKETT: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

T h i s i s r e a l l y a d i s c u s s i o n I w o u l d l i k e 

t o have w i t h b o t h o f t h e s e c r e t a r i e s , b u t , S e c r e t a r y 

A v i l a , i t ' s a s u b j e c t t h a t I b r o u g h t up l a s t y e a r 

when you were new i n t h e j o b , t h e s u b j e c t was new t o 

me, and t h a t w o u l d be b a t h s a l t s . 

I was j u s t s t a r t i n g t o h e a r about i t 

from my h o s p i t a l s and t h e c r i s e s t h a t were d e v e l o p i n g 

i n o u r emergency rooms. And t h e r e was j u s t a m e e t i n g 

i n one o f my c o u n t i e s , B r a d f o r d County, a m e e t i n g p u t 



on by P y r a m i d H e a l t h c a r e , and some o f t h e comments 

made t h e r e were p r e t t y r o u g h . 

We went about t h e b u s i n e s s l e g i s l a t i v e l y 

o f a t t e m p t i n g t o make t h i s an i l l e g a l l y s o l d d r u g and 

t h a t we'd be a b l e t o tamp down on i t . 

But t h e y were t e l l i n g us t h a t t h e -- t h e 

f o r m u l a i s b e i n g tweaked i n a way t h a t i t ' s b e i n g 

s o l d i n a l l k i n d s o f o t h e r ways, maybe as p l a n t f o o d , 

g l a s s c l e a n e r , j e w e l r y c l e a n e r , aroma t h e r a p y powder, 

o t h e r t h i n g s t h a t a r e on t h e market t h a t a r e a l l o w i n g 

t h i s t o be s t i l l be s o l d . 

And t h a t one o f t h e law e n f o r c e m e n t 

p e o p l e s a i d i t ' s -- g i v e n t h e s h e e r number o f 

compounds t h a t can be i n c l u d e d i n b a t h s a l t s , 

e n f o r c e m e n t w i l l c o n t i n u e t o be v e r y d i f f i c u l t and 

t h a t i t c r e a t e s s uch an i n c r e d i b l e c r a v i n g i n t h e 

i n d i v i d u a l t h a t d u r i n g t h e t r e a t m e n t p r o c e s s i t ' s -¬

i t ' s a l m o s t i m p o s s i b l e f o r them t o f o c u s on t r e a t m e n t 

b ecause t h e y ' r e so l o o k i n g f o r t h e n e x t f i x o f t h e 

d r u g . 

Now, a n o t h e r r e a s o n I -- I m e n t i o n t h i s 

t o d a y i s t h a t we do n o t e i n t h e budget t h a t t h e 

P o i s o n C o n t r o l C e n t e r has been e l i m i n a t e d i n 

f u n d i n g . 

I don't know i f t h a t c e n t e r i s u s e d f o r 



any o f t h e p u b l i c t h a t ' s t r y i n g t o i m m e d i a t e l y f i n d 

some -- some emergency h e l p w i t h somebody t h a t ' s 

d e a l i n g w i t h b a t h s a l t s o r maybe o t h e r abuses o f 

p r e s c r i p t i o n m e d i c a t i o n , b u t c o u l d you b o t h comment 

on what -- where -- what you t h i n k where we a r e w i t h 

t h i s i n c r e d i b l e p r o b l e m ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: I w o u l d l o v e t o . 

Because t h i s i s one o f t h e i s s u e s t h a t I have b r o u g h t 

up b e f o r e ASTHO. ASTHO i s t h e A s s o c i a t i o n o f S t a t e 

and T e r r i t o r i a l H e a l t h O f f i c i a l s . T h e r e ' s 58 o f us, 

50 s t a t e s and 8 t e r r i t o r i e s . 

I t ' s a n a t i o n a l p r o b l e m . I've d e a l t 

w i t h t h i s i n my p r i o r p o s i t i o n . 

The p r o b l e m i s t h a t many o f t h e d r u g 

m a n u f a c t u r e r s a r e c o n s t a n t l y d o i n g t h e i r r e s e a r c h t o 

m o d i f y , f o r example, a r a d i c a l t h a t comes o f f a 

c a r b o n c h a i n , a c a r b o n -- a c a r b o n r i n g , and i f i t ' s 

n o t named p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e law, t h e n t h a t c a s e 

w i l l g e t bounced. 

I've been a p p r o a c h e d by law e n f o r c e m e n t 

p e r s o n a l l y . I've been -- my o f f i c e has been 

a p p r o a c h e d by DA's t h r o u g h o u t t h e -- our Commonwealth 

as t o t h e i r c a s e s p o t e n t i a l l y b e i n g t h rown out 

b e cause t h e p a r t i c u l a r s u b s t a n c e has n o t been 

m e n t i o n e d . 



As I s a i d , i t ' s a n a t i o n a l p r o b l e m . I'm 

c o n c e r n e d . I t h i n k we're s m a r t e r t h a n d r u g d e a l e r s . 

I t h i n k we're s m a r t e r t h a n -- t h a n -- t h a n -- t h a n 

t h o s e t h a t a r e out t h e r e c r e a t i n g t h e s e d r u g s . 

And t h e y ' r e c o n s t a n t l y c h a n g i n g . There 

a r e d i f f e r e n t models t h a t a r e out t h e r e . DEA has a 

model. O t h e r s t a t e s have a d o p t e d models. 

I know t h a t I'm w i l l i n g t o work w i t h 

w h a t e v e r i s b r o u g h t b e f o r e me so we can d e a l w i t h 

t h i s i s s u e . I t ' s -- i t ' s a shame t h a t b e f o r e -- by 

t h e t i m e -- w e l l , b e f o r e a law i s s i g n e d t h a t t h e r e ' s 

a new d r u g t h a t ' s out t h e r e and we c a n ' t a d d r e s s i t . 

We're s m a r t e r w i t h t h a t . And we've been 

c h a r g e d w i t h p r o t e c t i n g o ur p e o p l e . And, as I s a i d , 

t h i s i s s o m e t h i n g I b r o u g h t up. T h i s i s an i s s u e i n 

C a l i f o r n i a , Ohio, e v e r y w h e r e . I speak t o my -- l i k e 

I s a i d , my c o l l e a g u e s . Out i n Guam, I had a 

d i s c u s s i o n w i t h t h a t t e r r i t o r y ' s h e a l t h o f f i c i a l . 

So t h i s i s an i m p o r t a n t i s s u e . 

As t o t h e -- as t o t h e -- t h e p o i s o n 

c o n t r o l , t h i s i s becoming more o f a n a t i o n a l 

s i t u a t i o n b e cause a l o t o f t h e t o x i c o l o g y f e l l o w s h i p 

p rograms, t h e s e a r e programs where d o c t o r s , a f t e r a 

c e r t a i n t y p e o f t r a i n i n g , spend a n o t h e r y e a r o r two 

l e a r n i n g about t o x i c o l o g y . They u s u a l l y , i n t h a t 



t r a i n i n g p e r i o d , t h e y man many o f t h e s e s t a t i o n s o r 

a r e t h e p h y s i c i a n s t h a t a r e on c a l l . 

Those programs a r e c l o s i n g due t o t h e 

n a t u r e o f where m e d i c i n e i s g o i n g and m e d i c a l 

e d u c a t i o n . 

I've a c t u a l l y been a p p r o a c h e d by New 

J e r s e y t o see i f we can work w i t h them. So t h a t ' s 

s o m e t h i n g t h a t we're l o o k i n g i n t o . I t ' s i m p o r t a n t . 

But t h i s a p p l i e s , f o r example, i f you go 

home and you f i n d t h a t y o u r c h i l d has consumed a -- a 

c e r t a i n c h e m i c a l o r -- o r -- o r y o u r e l d e r l y p a r e n t , 

someone who's -- who's -- has A l z h e i m e r s , o r by 

m i s t a k e you've i n g e s t e d o r been exposed t o a c e r t a i n 

c h e m i c a l , and -- and t h a t ' s s o m e t h i n g we're l o o k i n g 

a t -- a t d i f f e r e n t -- a t d i f f e r e n t p a r t n e r s h i p s t o be 

a b l e t o a d d r e s s t h i s w i t h -- w i t h t h e c u t t o t h i s -¬

i n t h e -- i n t h e b u d g e t . 

REP. PICKETT: Thank you. 

ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: Thanks f o r 

t h a t q u e s t i o n , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

T h i s i s an a r e a t h a t i t comes up i n 

d i f f e r e n t forms o v e r t h e decades I've been l o o k i n g a t 

d r u g and a l c o h o l p o l i c y and -- and i l l e g a l d r u g 

p o l i c y f o r 25 y e a r s , and i t seems l i k e as t e c h n o l o g y 

advances t h e r e ' s an e v e r f a s t e r development o f new 



s y n t h e t i c d r u g s , and sometimes you h i t ones l i k e 

t h e s e t h a t r e a l l y have d e v a s t a t i n g r e s u l t s . 

I c e r t a i n l y have seen t h e same p r e s s 

a c c o u n t s , a l a r m i n g p r e s s a c c o u n t s t h a t have been out 

t h e r e . The department -- I t h i n k t h e b a i l i w i c k -¬

p r i m a r y b a i l i w i c k o f t h e Department o f Drug and 

A l c o h o l Programs i n t h i s a r e a w o u l d be e d u c a t i o n 

p r e v e n t i o n , w o u l d be t h e f i r s t g r ound and t h a t i s 

make s u r e -- sometimes when a new d r u g l i k e t h i s 

comes i n t o e x i s t e n c e , e s p e c i a l l y i f i t ' s a new 

s u b s t a n c e -- b a t h s a l t s sounds so i n n o c u o u s -- k i d s 

don't know t h a t i t ' s g o i n g t o d e s t r o y p a r t o f t h e i r 

b r a i n . They don't know -- t h e y don't know t h e damage 

t h a t can be c a u s e d . 

So I t h i n k one o f t h e f i r s t t h i n g s we 

have t o l o o k a t i n t h e p r e v e n t i o n a r e a i s making s u r e 

we have a -- as s t r o n g an e d u c a t i o n p r e v e n t i o n 

program as p o s s i b l e t o make s u r e o ur c h i l d r e n know 

what t h e y ' r e g e t t i n g i n t o w i t h t h i s . 

REP. PICKETT: Thank you. I a p p r e c i a t e 

t h e emphasis from b o t h o f you on t h e s u b j e c t . Thank 

you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

A t t h i s t i m e Chairman M y e r s , t h e 

D e m o c r a t i c C h a i r o f t h e H e a l t h Committee, has a s k e d 



t o make some comments and ask some q u e s t i o n s b e c a u s e 

o f some t i m e c o n s t r a i n t s t h a t he's un d e r . 

REP. MYERS: Thank you. Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

And t o t h e members o f t h e committee, I'm 

no t t r y i n g t o change t h e p r o t o c o l . I j u s t happened 

t o have an a c c i d e n t on my way up h e r e t h i s m o r n i n g , 

and I got t o f i n i s h r e p o r t i n g i n . I've got t o f i n d a 

c a r t o g e t home w i t h and my l i t t l e f i n g e r , I hope i t 

a i n ' t b r o k e , you know. You know, b u t -- b u t -¬

b u t -- b u t I know b o t h c h a i r m e n ' s e x p e c t i n g me t o be 

h e r e . So I s a i d , don't p u t me i n t h e ambulance. Get 

me t o H a r r i s b u r g . So -- so -- so h e r e I am. 

Mr. S e c r e t a r y , i t ' s a l w a y s good t o see 

you. And -- and your p a r t n e r s , you know. You know, 

me and you had a v e r y f r u i t f u l c o n v e r s a t i o n , and I 

had t o l d you t h e n I l i k e y o u r s t y l e . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Thank you. 

REP. MYERS: And I s t i l l do. I t h i n k 

y o u r h e a r t i s i n t h e r i g h t p l a c e . 

However, t h e r e a r e a c o u p l e q u e s t i o n s 

t h a t I wo u l d l i k e t o pose, and one o f t h e q u e s t i o n s 

has t o d e a l w i t h t h e c o m b i n i n g o f t h e h e a l t h c a r e 

c o s t c o n t a i n m e n t and PSA. 

Do you r e a l l y have any i d e a i f t h e r e ' s 



g o i n g t o be, you know, any s a v i n g s w i t h t h i s move? 

SECRETARY AVILA: S u r e . I ' d l i k e t o 

answer t h a t . F i r s t o f a l l , I want t o say h e l l o t o 

you. I d i d n ' t have t h a t o p p o r t u n i t y when you f i r s t 

came i n . 

I'm happy t o see t h a t you were, I'm 

s u r e , w e a r i n g t h e s e a t -- your s e a t b e l t and t h a t 

y o u ' r e s a f e . 

REP. MYERS: Yeah. R i g h t . 

SECRETARY AVILA: L i t t l e f e n d e r b e n d e r s 

can a c t u a l l y be p r e t t y t r a u m a t i c on t h e body. So -¬

REP. MYERS: Don't ask me about no s e a t 

b e l t . Yes. I had t h e s e a t b e l t . Yes. 

SECRETARY AVILA: Okay. Good. Good. 

W e l l , i t ' s good t o see t h a t y o u ' r e -- t h a t y o u ' r e 

h e r e . 

I t h i n k t h a t t h e r e w i l l be s a v i n g s on 

th e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e end, and we're d e a l i n g w i t h 

r e d u n d a n c y o f r e s e a r c h t h a t ' s b e i n g done. 

T h i s i s what I t h i n k t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

i s g e t t i n g t o , and t h a t i s t h e r e can be a c o s t 

s a v i n g s by h a v i n g t h e s e two o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 

m a i n t a i n i n g t h e i r i n t e g r i t y , j o i n i n g u s, because o f 

th e d a t a showing t h a t -- t h a t o f t h e d a t a s h a r i n g 

t h a t a l l o f us have. 



And -- b u t most i m p o r t a n t i s 

g u a r a n t e e i n g t h a t -- I h a t e t o use t h e word s i l o , b u t 

t h i s i s an o p p o r t u n i t y t o say a s i l o . I n law 

p r a c t i c e we c a l l e d t h a t a f i r e w a l l . 

REP. MYERS: R i g h t . 

SECRETARY AVILA: M a k i n g s u r e t h e 

i n t e g r i t y i s t h e r e . But we're -- we a r e a b l e t h e n t o 

s h a r e t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o s t s and a r e a b l e t o -- f o r 

example, t h e h o s p i t a l s r e p o r t t h e -- t h e -- g e t t h e i r 

r e p o r t s from t h e CDC's N a t i o n a l H e a l t h c a r e S a f e t y 

Network. They -- t h e y r e p o r t t o them. 

The Department o f H e a l t h and t h e two 

o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s a l l have a c c e s s t o t h i s d a t a . 

However, t h e Department o f H e a l t h i s t h e group 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r v a l i d a t i n g t h e d a t a r e p o r t e d by 

h o s p i t a l s . 

T h a t ' s n o t a l w a y s done from what I 

u n d e r s t a n d . And by t h a t I mean, f o r example, i f you 

have a s u r v e y and you send t h e b l a n k , t h a t ' s n o t 

r e p o r t e d as z e r o . My s t a f f w i l l a c t u a l l y make t h e 

phone c a l l s and d r i v e down t o g e t t h e a c t u a l 

numbers. 

And we s h a r e so much o f t h e same r e p o r t s 

i t w o u l d be n i c e t o be a b l e t o have u n i f i e d r e p o r t i n g 

t h a t i s n o t c o n f u s i n g t o t h e p u b l i c , b ecause t h e y 



v a r y i n -- i n t h e nuances o f s t a t i s t i c a l t e s t s , and 

t o be a b l e t o have t h e c o s t s a v i n g by h a v i n g them 

w i t h i n t h e d e p a r t m e n t . 

REP. MYERS: Okay. L e t me k i n d o f -¬

k i n d o f s h i f t g e a r s a l i t t l e b i t . The -- t h e 

p r o p o s e d budget i n c l u d e s f u n d i n g changes w i t h t h e 

t o b a c c o s e t t l e m e n t -¬

SECRETARY AVILA: Yes. 

REP. MYERS: — f o r -- f o r -- f o r h e a l t h 

r e s e a r c h . How wou l d -- how wou l d t h i s a f f e c t 

r e s e a r c h i n s t i t u t i o n s i n p r o j e c t s t h a t a r e a l r e a d y on 

b o a r d and t h o s e t h a t have been t a l k e d about b e i n g 

b r o u g h t on b o a r d ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: I'm g l a d you a s k e d 

t h a t q u e s t i o n , b e c a u s e t h i s , I know, i s i n t h e minds 

o f many, e s p e c i a l l y my c o l l e a g u e s , b e c a u s e I -- I 

s t a r t e d o f f as a s c i e n t i s t and as a r e s e a r c h e r . 

W e l l , t h e program has been a r o u n d , I'm 

t o l d , f o r a r o u n d t e n y e a r s . The funds t h a t have 

a l r e a d y been c o m m i t t e d p r i o r t o t h i s budget c y c l e , 

t h i s h i a t u s f o r one y e a r , w i l l n o t be a f f e c t e d . 

I t h i n k i t ' s t i m e f o r t h e department t o 

l o o k a t t h e p e e r r e v i e w p r o c e s s , t o s t r e n g t h e n t h a t , 

t o l o o k a t t h e r e s e a r c h c r i t e r i a , and t o f o c u s on 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s c e n t r i c h e a l t h i s s u e s . 



R e s e a r c h w i l l c o n t i n u e . R e s e a r c h w i l l 

c o n t i n u e t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d . I t i s n ' t l i k e 

r e s e a r c h has s t o p p e d . 

And I say t h a t . I have -- I have a 

p a r t i c u l a r a f f e c t i o n f o r r e s e a r c h . When I f i r s t 

s t a r t e d , t h e y e a r b e f o r e I s t a r t e d m e d i c a l s c h o o l , I 

was f o r t u n a t e enough t o go t o R o c k e f e l l e r 

U n i v e r s i t y . F o r a p a r t o f t h a t y e a r I was on t h e 

team t h a t f i r s t c l o n e d human t i s s u e p l a s m i n o g e n 

a c t i v a t o r , tPA, and I t h i n k we a l l know, now t h a t 

i t ' s been p a t e n t e d f o r many y e a r s , how many l i v e s 

t h a t has s a v e d . 

So I've seen t h e f u l l c y c l e , and t o me 

t h a t ' s i m p o r t a n t . 

So -- and I c o n s i d e r most -- I c o n s i d e r 

most o f t h e s e PATs o r MB PATs t h a t work i n t h e 

u n i v e r s i t i e s my c o l l e a g u e s , whether t h e y know me o r 

n o t , b u t I t h i n k t h a t a t t h i s p o i n t t h i s 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s l o o k i n g a t -- t o where t h e needs 

a r e . I f we t a k e t h i s o n e - y e a r h i a t u s , we can meet 

th e needs o f t h e funds b e i n g s e n t t o l o n g - t e r m c a r e 

i n DPW t h a t needs i t . 

REP. MYERS: So t h i s — so t h i s move 

won't cause us t o l o s e any money? 

SECRETARY AVILA: I t ' s not g o i n g t o be 



c o s t i n g a l o s s o f money. I t ' s g o i n g t o where t h e 

need i s r i g h t now, and DPW needs t h a t f o r l o n g - t e r m 

c a r e . 

REP. MYERS: Okay. The budget a l s o 

p r o p o s e s r e d u c i n g f u n d i n g t o some -- what I t h i n k a r e 

i m p o r t a n t programs anyway -- d i a b e t e s , a r t h r i t i s , 

e p i l e p s y , t h o s e t y p e s o f s u p p o r t s . 

What's t h a t a l l a bout? 

SECRETARY AVILA: That i s t h i s -- t h i s 

-- I t h i n k we encompassed t h a t l a s t y e a r a l s o . And 

t h a t i s -- once a g a i n , t h e s e a r e t o u g h t i m e s . So 

i t ' s t h e e d u c a t i o n p i e c e t h a t i s b e i n g -- i t ' s b e i n g 

a d d r e s s e d . 

I t ' s -- b e i n g a p u b l i c h e a l t h o f f i c i a l , 

one o f t h e p r e c e p t s i s o b v i o u s l y p u b l i c h e a l t h 

e d u c a t i o n , g e t t i n g t h e -- t h e -- t h e -- t h e 

i n f o r m a t i o n out t h e r e . The c u t s a r e d i r e c t e d t o w a r d s 

t h e e d u c a t i o n p i e c e , n o t f o r s e r v i c e s . 

S e r v i c e i s t h e f o c u s . T h i s 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s p r o v i d i n g s e r v i c e s t o t h o s e who 

need i t t h e most. 

Then, a g a i n , as we know, t h i s i s a 

budget t h a t t h e e x e c u t i v e o f f i c e p r e s e n t s . The 

G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y w i l l t h e n have t h e i r p r i o r i t i e s , and 

i n t h e end t h e r e w i l l be a m e e t i n g o f minds. 



REP. MYERS: W e l l , you know, me -- me 

and Chairman B a k e r a l w a y s t a l k s about a l o t o f t h i s 

comes from t h e f r o n t o f f i c e , you know, and we 

u n d e r s t a n d t h a t , you know, b e i n g g e n e r a l managers and 

n o t n e c e s s a r i l y b e i n g i n t h e f r o n t o f f i c e , you know. 

But I t h i n k t h i s i s an a r e a t h a t we want 

t o g i v e some more c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o . 

I had one more a r e a t h a t I wanted t o 

d e a l w i t h , and t h a t i s t h e r e g u l a t i o n s a r o u n d th e 

h o s p i t a l s . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Good. 

REP. MYERS: I guess you were e x p e c t i n g 

t h a t . R i g h t ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: I e x p e c t e d t h a t . I'm 

g l a d t h a t you a s k e d me. 

REP. MYERS: Yeah. What's g o i n g on w i t h 

t h a t ? And where a r e we? And you can p r o b a b l y t i e 

t h i s w i t h t h e two o f t h e same. There's an i s s u e 

a r o u n d t h e d e l i v e r a n c e o f b i r t h c e r t i f i c a t e s and 

d e a t h c e r t i f i c a t e s , t h e t i m e frame. 

So c o u l d you t i e t h e two o f them 

t o g e t h e r because -¬

SECRETARY AVILA: Yeah. 

REP. MYERS: — my t i m e i s -¬

SECRETARY AVILA: I ' l l p a r s e i t o u t . 



REP. MYERS: -- p r e t t y much o u t . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Okay. I ' l l p a r s e i t 

o u t . F o r h o s p i t a l r e g u l a t i o n s , we're d e a l i n g , I've 

been i n f o r m e d , w i t h r e g u l a t i o n s t h a t were l a s t 

r e v i e w e d i n 1981. 

I j u s t g r a d u a t e d from Brown as an 

u n d e r g r a d . O b v i o u s l y we have t o b r i n g t h e s e 

r e g u l a t i o n s i n t o t h e 2 1 s t c e n t u r y . 

We're w o r k i n g w i t h s t a k e h o l d e r s a c t i v e l y 

i n t o d o i n g t h i s , t o making t h e c o r r e c t changes. 

However, what i s key i s we g e t i t r i g h t t h e f i r s t 

t i m e -¬

REP. MYERS: A way up. 

SECRETARY AVILA: -- i n s t e a d o f h a v i n g 

t o go back and re - e x a m i n e t h e s e i n a y e a r o r two. 

So -- b u t we a r e e n g a g i n g t h e s t a k e h o l d e r s and we a r e 

d e a l i n g w i t h i t . T h ere's d e f i n i t e l y a need f o r i t . 

I n f a c t , i f you l o o k a t t h e r e g u l a t i o n s , 

t h e r e ' s n o t even a m e n t i o n o f t e l e m e d i c i n e i n them. 

T h a t ' s how o l d t h e y a r e . 

So t h e y need t o be a d d r e s s e d and we're 

w o r k i n g w i t h -- w i t h -- w i t h t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h a t 

a r e t h e s t a k e h o l d e r s . T h i s i s a -- t h e p e o p l e o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a d e s e r v e b e t t e r . 

REP. MYERS: Yes. 



SECRETARY AVILA: Oh, v i t a l s t a t i s t i c s . 

W e ' l l g e t t o t h a t . 

And, i n p a r t i c u l a r , do you have 

a n y t h i n g ? Because t h a t ' s a p r e t t y l a r g e a r e a . 

A n y t h i n g i n p a r t i c u l a r you w o u l d l i k e me t o comment 

on on v i t a l s t a t i s t i c s ? 

REP. MYERS: Yeah. B i r t h and d e a t h . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Okay. Okay. I can — 

I have t h e d a t a on t h e -- t h e d e a t h c e r t i f i c a t e s . 

I know e v e r y o n e sees i t as t h e b i r t h and 

d e a t h c e r t i f i c a t e s . T h i s i s a c t u a l l y r e a l l y 

i m p o r t a n t i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t as an e p i d e m i o l o g i s t s we 

r e a l l y need t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n . 

REP. MYERS: R i g h t . 

SECRETARY AVILA: I know we have t h e 

g e n e a l o g i c a l i n d i v i d u a l s t h a t a r e i n v o l v e d and want 

t h e i n f o r m a t i o n , and we've made t h a t p o s s i b l e , made 

i t e a s i e r f o r them. 

But I can t e l l you t h a t a few months ago 

I had t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o go v i s i t v i t a l r e c o r d s o u t 

i n t h e w e s t e r n p a r t o f t h e s t a t e w i t h Mr. M a l a d y . 

I was s u r p r i s e d when I w a l k e d i n and I 

saw t h e c h a r t s and t h e r e q u e s t s up t o t h e c e i l i n g . I 

saw o v e r w o r k e d i n d i v i d u a l s . And I got t h e r e a l i t t l e 

l a t e , b e c a u s e we were t r a v e l i n g from E r i e . And t h e y 



were t h e r e w a i t i n g f o r me and I a p o l o g i z e d f o r 

g e t t i n g t h e r e a l i t t l e l a t e , b u t t h e t r a f f i c had 

s t o p p e d u s . 

But j u s t t o show, I say t h a t b ecause 

t h e s e a r e d e d i c a t e d i n d i v i d u a l s . A f t e r s p e n d i n g a 

l i t t l e o v e r an hour t h e r e , I s a i d i t has t o be 

changed. We l o o k e d and we a p p r o a c h e d t h e budget 

o f f i c e , and I s a i d , we need more p e o p l e t h e r e . 

So we were a b l e t o b r i n g i n , I t h i n k , 12 

t e m p o r a r y w o r k e r s who have been w o r k i n g t h e r e s i n c e . 

And I can t e l l you s i n c e O c t o b e r we have had -¬

700,000 r e c o r d s have been u p d a t e d , and t h a t a p p l i e s 

t o j u s t a d d i n g th e p a r e n t s ' names t o t h e o l d 

r e c o r d s . Those p r i o r t o 1972. 

As f o r t h e t i m e s , I ' l l g i v e t h e sequence 

on i t . When I was t h e r e , 22 weeks f o r a d e a t h 

c e r t i f i c a t e . We have c u t i t down now t o 13 weeks. 

T h a t ' s n o t good enough. Our p r o j e c t e d -- our 

p r o j e c t i o n i s t h r e e t o f o u r weeks i s what we w o u l d 

l i k e t o see, i f n o t l e s s t h a n t h a t . 

But t h a t ' s what we're w o r k i n g on. So 

we're d e a l i n g w i t h a b a c k l o g t h a t we i n h e r i t e d from 

t h e p r i o r a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . We're d e a l i n g w i t h new 

r e g u l a t i o n s , f e d e r a l r e g u l a t i o n s on many o f t h e s e 

c e r t i f i c a t e s , and a l s o we're d e a l i n g w i t h t h e f a c t 



t h a t o v e r t h e p a s t few y e a r s we've l o s t 25 p e r c e n t o f 

our complement i n -- i n v i t a l r e c o r d s . 

So I t h i n k we're d o i n g w e l l . I went out 

t h e r e p e r s o n a l l y , and I j u s t f e l t so bad f o r -- f o r 

t h o s e h a r d w o r k i n g i n d i v i d u a l s t h a t were t h e r e and 

s a i d we need t o g e t -- we need t o do s o m e t h i n g . 

And I'm g l a d I got t h e s u p p o r t t o do 

t h a t . 

REP. MYERS: Okay. Thank you, 

Mr. S e c r e t a r y . 

Thank you, Mr -- Chairmen. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, Chairman 

M y e r s . And I hope you have a s a f e r i d e home. 

REP. MYERS: Yeah. R i g h t . I got t o g e t 

a c a r f i r s t . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Okay. 

SECRETARY AVILA: And y o u ' r e w e a r i n g 

your s e a t b e l t . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: R i g h t . I ' d l i k e t o 

echo Chairman M y e r s ' s u p p o r t f o r t h o s e l i n e i t e m s 

t h a t he m e n t i o n e d , whether i t be e p i l e p s y o r l u p u s , 

s i c k l e c e l l anemia. I t ' s more t h a n -- i t ' s more t h a n 

j u s t e d u c a t i o n b e c a u s e I know where t h e s e programs go 

t o , and t h e y i n f o r m s c h o o l t e a c h e r s , t h e y i n f o r m 

n e i g h b o r s , t h e y i n f o r m p a r e n t s , and sometimes because 



o f t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n t h e y save l i v e s . 

So i t ' s v e r y i m p o r t a n t l i n e i t e m s . I 

know t h e r e ' s been a g u b e r n a t o r i a l l e g i s l a t i v e game 

p l a y e d f o r decades a r o u n d h e r e t h a t t h e G o v e r n o r 

d o e s n ' t -- does n o t p u t t h e l i n e i t e m s i n . The 

l e g i s l a t u r e p u t s them i n . And we're back and f o r t h . 

But I know t h e r e ' s t e n s o f t h o u s a n d s o f 

p e o p l e t h a t a r e l o o k i n g f o r t h i s t y p e o f f u n d i n g . So 

a n y t h i n g t h a t you can do t o h e l p keep t h e s e i n t h e r e 

we w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e . Thank you. 

SECRETARY AVILA: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

The n e x t -- t h e n e x t l e g i s l a t o r w i t h a 

q u e s t i o n i s R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M a r i o S c a v e l l o . 

REP. SCAVELLO: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

And good a f t e r n o o n , Mr. S e c r e t a r y . 

I ' d l i k e t o hand s o m e t h i n g out t o -¬

j u s t a m i n u t e . I o n l y have t h r e e c o p i e s . 

I'm s u r e you d i d n ' t e x p e c t t h i s q u e s t i o n 

t o d a y on t h i s i s s u e . 

SECRETARY AVILA: I t ' s one o f my 

f a v o r i t e q u e s t i o n s . 

REP. SCAVELLO: Yeah. W e l l , good. 

H o p e f u l l y you can h e l p me o u t . And i f you -- you 



n o t i c e , i t ' s n o t t h r o u g h o u t t h e s t a t e b u t i n t h e 

s o u t h e a s t and t h e -- and t h e e a s t e r n p a r t o f t h e 

s t a t e where t h e b i g r e d i s , Lyme d i s e a s e . 

We have two o f our members t h a t had Lyme 

d i s e a s e , and I'm h e a r i n g more and more h o r r o r s t o r i e s 

where i t ' s n o t b e i n g d i a g n o s e d and -- and when i t ' s 

n o t d i a g n o s e d e a r l y enough, 30 days o f a n t i b i o t i c s , 

t h a t j u s t d o e s n ' t c u t i t . 

And we -- we're t o l d , you know, you 

c a n ' t even g e t a d o c t o r t h a t ' s g o i n g t o g i v e you more 

t h a n 30 d a y s . And t h e r e ' s a l o t o f p e o p l e o ut t h e r e 

s u f f e r i n g . T h e re's o v e r -- t h e y say t h e r e ' s o v e r 

30,000. There's more p e o p l e t h a t don't even know 

t h a t t h e y have i t . And any t i m e -- you know, t h e 

f o u r p e o p l e i n my c o u n t y b u i l d i n g i n Monroe. 

But t h i s goes t h r o u g h o u t P h i l a d e l p h i a , 

D elaware County. I t ' s -- i t ' s t h r o u g h o u t . What a r e 

we d o i n g about i t ? You know, i t ' s s c a r y . I t ' s 

a b s o l u t e l y s c a r y . 

I've seen t h e r e s u l t s . And one o f our 

members, one o f t h e s t r o n g e s t guys t h a t you c o u l d 

see, when he f i r s t g ot i t , i t was d r a i n -- he was 

d r a i n e d . He c o u l d n ' t even w a l k . 

SECRETARY AVILA: W e l l , I s h a r e t h a t . I 

-- I've a c t u a l l y seen t h i s m y s e l f . One o f my d e a r e s t 



c o l l e g e f r i e n d s , h i s son was u n a b l e t o s t a r t s c h o o l 

f o r f o u r y e a r s b e c a u s e o f -- o f t h e e n s u i n g 

i m m u n o l o g i c a l s e q u e l a e f o r Lyme's. The same t h i n g 

w i t h h i s spouse. 

I a l w a y s used t o see as an 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t t h e n e u r o - o p h t h a l m o l o g i c a l i s s u e s and 

when I went back t o w o r k i n g and I d i d work f o r t h e 

S e c r e t S e r v i c e and DEA i n A l b a n y , New Y o r k , I 

a c t u a l l y got t o p i c k some o f t h e s e t i c k s o f f . 

And you see p i c t u r e s and -- and I had 

o f f i c e r s t h a t went out on a d r u g r a i d coming back i n , 

and f o r t u n a t e enough f o r me -- I w o u l d do t h e i r 

p h y s i c a l s and I w o u l d see t h e -- t h e t i c k and remove 

i t . 

So i t ' s r e a l . I u n d e r s t a n d i t ' s r e a l . 

I t ' s h i t me p e r s o n a l l y . And i t ' s a t r u e i s s u e . 

I t h i n k t h a t we need t o -- we need 

f u r t h e r e d u c a t i o n . I know t h a t we're p a r t n e r e d w i t h 

t h e Game Commission, a l s o w i t h t h e Department o f 

C o n s e r v a t i o n and N a t u r a l R e s o u r c e s , t o g e t t h e word 

o u t , t h e a p p r o p r i a t e c l o t h i n g t o wear, where t o go. 

But what I w o u l d -- I ' d l i k e t o p o i n t 

out i s t h a t i n c e r t a i n p a r t s o f t h e c o u n t r y t h e y ' r e 

a l s o w o r k i n g on a v a c c i n e , b u t not f o r humans. For 

t h e a c t u a l d e e r . I'm w a i t i n g t o g e t t h o s e r e s u l t s , 



because t h a t w i l l be t h e n -- i t ' s s o m e t h i n g t h a t we 

can t h e n s h a r e w i t h c o m m u n i t i e s t h a t a r e a f f l i c t e d . 

S o mething I w o u l d l i k e t o see i s up on 

t h e web an i n c r e a s e d number o f t i c k s , be c a r e f u l when 

yo u ' r e i n t h i s a r e a o r y o u ' r e w a l k i n g t h r o u g h t h i s 

p a t h i n -- i n -- i n our p a r k s . 

Those a r e t h e t h i n g s . I t h i n k 

e d u c a t i o n . I don't see much p r o m i s e i n t h e v a c c i n e . 

They s t o p p e d t h a t a number o f y e a r s ago b e c a u s e o f 

t h e f i n a n c i a l i n c e n t i v e , i s what I -- a l l t h e 

l i t e r a t u r e p o i n t s t o . 

But I -- I -- I'm h o p e f u l i f we can 

a t t a c k i t v i a w o r k i n g w i t h t h e a n i m a l s t h e m s e l v e s , 

t h a t ' s a n o t h e r way o f d e a l i n g w i t h -- w i t h Lyme 

d i s e a s e . 

But r i g h t now what we have i s e d u c a t i o n , 

g e t t i n g t h e word out and b e i n g a l e r t e d . 

REP. SCAVELLO: And what do we do f o r 

t h o s e f o l k s t h a t have i t , t h a t -- t h a t t h e i r 30 days 

a r e up, t h e y c a n ' t g e t t h e a n t i b i o t i c s , and d o c t o r s 

a r e a f r a i d t o t r e a t them, you know, because o f 

what -- f o r w h a t e v e r r e a s o n ? 

And t h e r e ' s a l o t out t h e r e . I got 

p e o p l e a c t u a l l y on t h e phone c r y i n g t o me t h a t t h e y 

c a n ' t g e t -- you know, t h e y c a n ' t a f f o r d i t and --



and i t ' s -- i t ' s a l o t o f money, t h i s s t u f f . 

SECRETARY AVILA: I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t . 

And l i k e I s a i d , i t ' s -- i t ' s h i t me p e r s o n a l l y . 

However, the s c i e n c e p o i n t s t o t h e a c t u a l i n f e c t i o u s 

s t a t e . Then t h e r e ' s t h e i m m u n o l o g i c a l s e q u e l a e . 

So my answer t o t h a t i s -- and I -- and 

I b r o a d c a s t t h i s h e r e b e c a u s e I have t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y -- i s l e t ' s s t a r t l o o k i n g a t t h e 

i m m u n o l o g i c a l s e q u e l a e . 

Because a n t i b i o t i c s , as s c i e n c e shows 

us, d o e s n ' t work a f t e r a c e r t a i n s t a g e . 

I t ' s d e a l i n g , f o r example, w i t h t h e 

complement system, w i t h our B c e l l s , o ur T c e l l s , 

m aking s u r e t h a t t h e a p p r o p r i a t e i m m u n o l o g i c a l 

r e s p o n s e , t h e c e l l t o c e l l , t h e i n t e r c e l l u l a r 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n , w h i c h a p p e a r s i n c e r t a i n i n d i v i d u a l s 

t o be a f f e c t e d , f o r t h a t t o be s t u d i e d . 

And t h a t ' s where s c i e n c e shows us . I n 

f a c t , t h e CDC, t h e e v i d e n c e p o i n t s t h a t p r o l o n g e d 

a n t i b i o t i c -- a n t i b i o t i c t r e a t m e n t may be d a n g e r o u s . 

REP. SCAVELLO: You know, Mr. S e c r e t a r y , 

one o f our s e n i o r members t h a t had i t , w i t h o u t t h e 

p r o l o n g e d t r e a t m e n t , i t w o u l d -- I don't -- he swears 

he w o u l d n ' t be h e r e . T h a t ' s how bad i t was. 

And he was -- i t was a p r o l o n g e d 



t r e a t m e n t . He had t o g e t i t f o r 90, 120 day s . I t ' s 

a -- i t ' s an -- i t ' s an i s s u e o ut t h e r e and f o l k s 

t h a t c a n ' t a f f o r d i t a r e n ' t g e t t i n g i t and w i t h o u t 

t h a t t h e y c o u l d n ' t -- t h e y s a i d t h e y c o u l d n ' t 

f u n c t i o n . 

I -- I j u s t -- I u n d e r s t a n d t h e 

way y o u ' r e g o i n g -- what you were t a l k i n g a b o u t , and 

I agree w i t h you, b u t a t t h e same t i m e , you know, 

t h a t ' s g o i n g t o t a k e a w h i l e b e f o r e we g e t t o t h a t 

p o i n t . 

And you see t h a t map t h e r e . That r e d 

a r e a i n t h e s o u t h e a s t , you know, i t ' s v e r y e a s i l y 

a v a i l a b l e now. You've got t o be v e r y , v e r y c a r e f u l . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Uh-huh. 

REP. SCAVELLO: And I j u s t , you know, I 

hope t h a t t h e r e ' s s o m e t h i n g we can do t o t r y t o h e l p 

t h e f o l k s t h a t have i t . And some f o l k s -- a f r i e n d 

o f mine j u s t r e c e n t l y , t h e y t r i e d -- he d o e s n ' t know 

what's wrong w i t h him. I s a i d check f o r Lyme. I'm 

s o r r y . R i g h t away, check f o r Lyme. 

Because t h a t ' s -- t h a t ' s t h e one t h a t 

nobody d i a g n o s e s . How can we g e t a b e t t e r d i a g n o s i s 

o f i t ? I t h i n k t h a t i f t h e d i a g n o s i s was e a r l y 

enough t h i s w o u l d n ' t happen. 

So, you know, because t h e y don't 



d i a g n o s e i t r i g h t away and by n o t d i a g n o s i n g i t r i g h t 

away t h e 30 days d o e s n ' t work. 

SECRETARY AVILA: R i g h t . And t h a t ' s why 

you have t o have t h e e d u c a t i o n , w h i c h i s o u t r e a c h and 

p a r t n e r i n g , t o e d u c a t e i n d i v i d u a l s t o e n j o y our 

n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s b u t t o t a k e t h e a p p r o p r i a t e 

p r e c a u t i o n s . 

W h i te s o c k s , w h i t e p a n t s y o u ' r e a b l e t o 

see. These t i c k s a r e r e a l l y t i n y . 

REP. SCAVELLO: Yeah. 

SECRETARY AVILA: They r e a l l y gorge -¬

REP. SCAVELLO: R i g h t . 

SECRETARY AVILA: -- when -- when 

t h e y -- t h e y -- when t h e y have t h e i r f i l l . But 

t h e y ' r e -- t h e y ' r e t i n y . You have t o l o o k f o r them. 

REP. SCAVELLO: Yeah. Can you p l e a s e 

keep t h a t on your r a d a r s c r e e n ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: Of c o u r s e . 

REP. SCAVELLO: Thank you. 

SECRETARY AVILA: Of c o u r s e . 

REP. SCAVELLO: Thank you. Thank you 

v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

The n e x t q u e s t i o n w i l l be from 



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P a u l C o s t a . 

REP. PAUL COSTA: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

My q u e s t i o n s a r e f o r you, Dr. A v i l a . 

How a r e you d o i n g ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: I'm f i n e . 

REP. PAUL COSTA: Good. 

SECRETARY AVILA: You're p r o b a b l y a s k i n g 

b e cause o f my gran d m o t h e r ' s p a s s i n g . 

REP. PAUL COSTA: No, I'm s o r r y . I d i d 

no t know about t h a t . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Okay. 

REP. PAUL COSTA: You have my 

s y m p a t h i e s . 

But I was r e f e r r i n g t o you've had some 

bad PR o v e r t h e l a s t c o u p l e o f months. One o f them 

r e c e n t l y was about you b e i n g sued by a l o c a l 

r e s t a u r a n t f o r a l l e g e d l y b l o c k i n g them from g e t t i n g a 

s t a t e c o n t r a c t . 

And my q u e s t i o n , t y i n g i t i n t o 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s , who's p a y i n g t h e l e g a l f e e s ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: I'm g o i n g t o be r e a l 

f o r m a l b ecause i t ' s a l e g a l -¬

REP. PAUL COSTA: I u n d e r s t a n d . 

SECRETARY AVILA: — s i t u a t i o n so I'm 



g o i n g t o r e a d t h r o u g h t h i s so I don't g e t a n y t h i n g 

wrong, even though I am an a t t o r n e y . 

I n g e n e r a l , when a Commonwealth o f f i c i a l 

o r employee i s sued i n h i s o r h e r o f f i c i a l o r 

i n d i v i d u a l c a p a c i t y , t h e Commonwealth w i l l p r o v i d e 

l e g a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n f o r t h e o f f i c i a l o r employee. 

I n t h i s c a s e , t h e O f f i c e o f A t t o r n e y 

G e n e r a l has u n d e r t a k e n my d e f e n s e . T h i s f o l l o w s 

n o r m a l and l o n g - s t a n d i n g a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p r o c e d u r e s 

f o u n d i n t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a Code. 

The l a w s u i t a s s e r t s f e d e r a l c l a i m s t h a t 

a r e w i t h i n t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n o f a f e d e r a l c o u r t . The 

case was removed t o f e d e r a l c o u r t i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 

f e d e r a l law. The c o m p l a i n t and answer a r e p u b l i c 

documents and t h e y speak f o r t h e m s e l v e s . 

And s i n c e t h i s i s a p e n d i n g l e g a l 

m a t t e r , a l t h o u g h I w o u l d l o v e t o be a b l e t o speak 

about i t , I c a n ' t comment any f u r t h e r . 

REP. PAUL COSTA: But t h e l e g a l f e e s , do 

t h e y come out o f your budget o r i s t h e r e a l e g a l 

d e p a r t m e n t f o r t h e G o v e r n o r ' s o f f i c e ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: I t ' s coming from t h e 

O f f i c e o f A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l . 

REP. PAUL COSTA: I s t h e r e -- do you 

have any i d e a how much t h e y a l l o c a t e f o r t h i s ? 



SECRETARY AVILA: I have no i d e a . 

REP. PAUL COSTA: And i f you happen t o 

be f o u n d a t f a u l t , what i s t h e maximum p e n a l t y t h a t 

we c o u l d -- t h e s t a t e c o u l d i n h e r i t i n t h i s 

p a r t i c u l a r c a s e ? I n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r c a s e , i s t h e r e a 

number t h a t you were -¬

SECRETARY AVILA: I t ' s — t h a t p a r t I 

c a n ' t comment on. I t ' s p e n d i n g l e g a l . 

REP. PAUL COSTA: Okay. Thank you. 

SECRETARY AVILA: S u r e . 

REP. PAUL COSTA: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G l e n G r e l l . 

REP. GRELL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

S e c r e t a r y , I wanted t o j u s t f o l l o w - u p on 

t h e q u e s t i o n about t h e h o s p i t a l r e g u l a t i o n s and 

t h e -- t h e 3 0 - y e a r - o l d r e g u l a t i o n s t h a t h o s p i t a l s a r e 

w o r k i n g u n d e r . 

I know one o f our f o r m e r c o l l e a g u e s had 

l e g i s l a t i o n t o a c c e p t o r a l l o w t h e d e p a r t m e n t t o 

a c c e p t o t h e r n a t i o n a l o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l h o s p i t a l 

a c c r e d i t a t i o n s t a n d a r d s i n s a t i s f a c t i o n o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a a c c r e d i t a t i o n . 

C o u l d you j u s t t e l l t h e -- t h e committee 



what your p o s i t i o n i s on t h a t k i n d o f an a p p r o a c h t o 

making s u r e t h a t o ur h o s p i t a l s a r e a c c r e d i t e d i n 

a c c o r d a n c e w i t h c u r r e n t w i d e l y a c c e p t e d a c c r e d i t a t i o n 

s t a n d a r d s ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: T h i s i s e x a c t l y what 

we're i n t h e m i d d l e o f d i s c u s s i n g a t t h i s p o i n t . I 

a l w a y s have an open mind and I want t o do what's b e s t 

f o r P e n n s y l v a n i a . So we -- we a r e h a v i n g t h o s e 

d i s c u s s i o n s r i g h t now. 

REP. GRELL: Okay. T h a t ' s -- t h a t ' s 

good enough. 

SECRETARY AVILA: Uh-huh. 

REP. GRELL: And w e ' l l be a n x i o u s t o 

h e a r when t h o s e d i s c u s s i o n s r e v e a l e d . 

SECRETARY AVILA: I ' l l be happy t o s h a r e 

them w i t h you, t o o , when I know. 

REP. GRELL: Thank you. 

Thank you, Mr. C h a i r . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S a b a t i n a . 

REP. SABATINA: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

Thank you, S e c r e t a r y , f o r your 

t e s t i m o n y . 

I have t o t e l l you I'm a b i t c o n c e r n e d 



about t h e e l i m i n a t i o n o f t h e r e s e a r c h program from 

t h e t o b a c c o f u n d . I know we've a l l h e a r d t h e 

s t a t e m e n t t h a t an ounce o f p r e v e n t i o n i s w o r t h a 

pound o f c u r e and, you know, I'm j u s t c o n c e r n e d 

t h a t -- t h a t we're -- we're e l i m i n a t i n g a w o r t h w h i l e 

program h e r e and we're -- we're -- I h e a r d -- I h e a r d 

what you s a i d i n r e s p o n s e t o R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Myers 

about a o n e - y e a r , I guess , f r e e z e o r a t e m p o r a r y 

t h i n g , b u t t h e r e ' s no g u a r a n t e e t h a t i t w i l l be i n 

n e x t y e a r ' s budget, u n l e s s you know s o m e t h i n g t h a t I 

do n o t , and we a l l know once s o m e t h i n g ' s gone i t ' s 

h a r d t o b r i n g i t back. 

C o u l d you j u s t comment on i t and your 

t h o u g h t s on t h i s ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: From my u n d e r s t a n d i n g , 

t h i s i s f o r one y e a r . T h i s i s a h i a t u s so we can 

s t r e n g t h e n t h e program. 

I ' d l i k e t o p o i n t out t h a t i n t h e 

h i s t o r y o f t h e program, we have awarded o v e r $740 

m i l l i o n t o 53 o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

I want t o make s u r e t h a t t h e p r o p o s e d 

p r o j e c t s r e a l l y f o c u s on t h e i s s u e s o f P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

T h a t ' s why I s a i d , r e s e a r c h i s g o i n g on a r o u n d t h e 

w o r l d . S c i e n t i s t s a r e more t h a n happy -- i n f a c t , 

many t i m e s when t h e y s h o u l d be t a l k i n g t o t h e i r 



i n t e l l e c t u a l p r o p e r t y a t t o r n e y , t h e y ' r e n o t . They're 

-- t h e y ' r e -- s c i e n t i s t s l o v e t o s h a r e . And t h a t ' s 

g r e a t . I l i k e t h e i d e a o f you've come up w i t h a 

c u r e , you s h a r e i t . 

That h a s n ' t s t o p p e d . We -- t h e -- and 

t h e r e s e a r c h w i l l n o t s t o p i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . But f o r 

now we're t a k i n g t h a t o n e - y e a r b r e a k t o d e a l w i t h 

some o f P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s n e e d i e s t i n d i v i d u a l s and 

t h a t ' s where t h e -- t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n has s e n t t h e 

f u n d s . 

REP. SABATINA: And, you know, I -- I 

r e s p e c t t h a t , b u t I -- I don't agree w i t h i t . I 

d on't a g r e e w i t h t h e p r i n c i p l e o f i t . But I r e s p e c t 

i t . 

I mean t h e r e ' s -- you can make t h e 

argument t h a t i f -- you know, i n m e d i e v a l t i m e s i f , 

i n s t e a d o f c o n q u e r i n g c a s t l e s , we were -- we 

e x p e r i e n c e d t h e r e n a i s s a n c e e a r l y , where we w o u l d be 

i n -- i n terms o f t e c h n o l o g y . 

B u t , you know, even t h e o n e - y e a r h i a t u s 

I t h i n k i s a s t e p b a c k w a r d s . 

SECRETARY AVILA: W e l l , I -- I t h i n k t h e 

v i e w i s t h a t we're m a x i m i z i n g t h e t a x p a y e r s ' d o l l a r s 

w i t h what we have r i g h t now w h i l e we r e - e x a m i n e 

t h i s -- t h i s -- t h e CURE program. 



REP. SABATINA: Thank you. 

SECRETARY AVILA: S u r e . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Gordon D e n l i n g e r . 

REP. DENLINGER: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

And good a f t e r n o o n , g e n t l e m e n . 

I b e l i e v e t h i s q u e s t i o n i s most 

c o r r e c t l y d i r e c t e d t o S e c r e t a r y A v i l a . 

A c t i n g S e c r e t a r y , i f i t r e l a t e s t o you, 

I ' l l ask you t o r e p l y as w e l l . 

I ' d l i k e t o t o u c h on s u b j e c t o f t o b a c c o 

p r e v e n t i o n and c e s s a t i o n programs. 

SECRETARY AVILA: Uh-huh. 

REP. DENLINGER: O b v i o u s l y t h e 

Department o f H e a l t h i s c h a r g e d w i t h a l l o c a t i n g 

d o l l a r s e armarked as a r e s u l t o f t h e s e t t l e m e n t 

i n v o l v e d i n 2001. 

C o u l d you b r i n g our p a n e l u p - t o - d a t e on 

t h e p r o c e s s made as a r e s u l t o f t h o s e programs, 

w h e t h e r , i n f a c t , t a x p o l i c y has been more 

i n s t r u m e n t a l i n c e s s a t i o n e f f o r t s s o c i e t a l l y , 

s p e a k i n g b r o a d l y ? So i f you c o u l d j u s t g i v e us an 

u p d a t e , we'd a p p r e c i a t e i t . 

SECRETARY AVILA: S u r e . And t h i s i s 



a l w a y s an i m p o r t a n t t o p i c b ecause as a p h y s i c i a n , i f 

i t were up t o me, i n an i d e a l s i t u a t i o n , t h e y 

w o u l d n ' t be smoking. But we don't l i v e i n an i d e a l 

w o r l d . 

And I've a c c e p t e d t h a t . I've a c t u a l l y 

t r i e d t o c o n v i n c e Tom F r i e d e n o f t h a t , who was a t t h e 

CDC. He's my f o r m e r h e a l t h c o m m i s s i o n e r and has 

q u i t e a r e c o r d on t h i s , way on one s i d e . 

I'm -- I'm happy t o r e p o r t t h a t s i n c e we 

had a -- f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e more nonsmokers i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , f o r m e r smokers, I s h o u l d say, t h a n 

a c t u a l smokers. 

From 2008 we went from 21 p e r c e n t down 

t o 18 p e r c e n t i n 2010, and t h a t t o me i s p r o g r e s s . 

I t ' s s l o w . And i t reminds me o f when I was i n 

p r a c t i c e I wo u l d t e l l my p a t i e n t s when t h e y 

a p p r o a c h e d me about smoking c e s s a t i o n , w e l l , I want 

t o q u i t , doc. What can you do? 

And I s a i d , w e ' l l p l u g i n t o c e r t a i n 

p r ograms. But I want t o r e m i n d you, i t ' s so easy f o r 

me t o t e l l you t o s t o p smoking. I t ' s j u s t so much 

h a r d e r t o do. And I r e a l i z e t h a t . And I w i l l work 

w i t h you and get you a l i g n e d w i t h t h e i n d i v i d u a l s 

t h a t can h e l p you. 

And -- and t h o s e -- t h o s e a r e j u s t some 



o f my b a s i c v i e w s on t h i s . 

REP. DENLINGER: Yeah. You m e n t i o n e d 18 

p e r c e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n i n y e a r 2010. Do you 

have -- do you have t h e gender s p l i t on t h a t 

p e r c e n t a g e ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: I can g e t t h a t . 

REP. DENLINGER: I f you c o u l d , p l e a s e . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Uh-huh. 

REP. DENLINGER: And t h e n one o t h e r i t e m 

t h a t ' s j u s t a p o i n t o f , I guess , c o n c e r n o r maybe 

even c u r i o s i t y . 

As -- as we a l l w a l k down t h e m a l l we 

see t h e s e k i o s k s t h a t a r e t h e r e p r o m o t i n g and s e l l i n g 

s o m e t h i n g c a l l e d e - c i g a r e t t e s . E - c i g s . 

SECRETARY AVILA: R i g h t . 

REP. DENLINGER: And I u s u a l l y see a 

group o f 25 and younger p e o p l e k i n d o f clumped a r o u n d 

t h a t k i o s k p u r c h a s i n g t h e s e p r o d u c t s t h a t , I gues s , 

i n v o l v e a -- a w a t e r - v a p o r d e l i v e r y s y s t e m f o r 

n i c o t i n e as opposed t o t o b a c c o , c i g a r e t t e . 

They t o u t t h a t t h i s i s l e s s i m p a c t f u l 

from a h e a l t h s t a n d p o i n t . Does t h e Department o f 

H e a l t h engage i n r e g u l a t i o n o r o v e r s i g h t o f t h e s a l e 

o f t h e s e p r o d u c t s and c o u l d you comment on t h e c l a i m s 

i n and a r o u n d them? 



SECRETARY AVILA: From what I -- I don't 

t h i n k t h a t we r e g u l a t e t h o s e . I n f a c t , I f i r s t saw 

them when my boy, who i s now 12, a few y e a r s ago 

p o i n t e d i t out t o me a t t h e m a l l . 

These p r o d u c t s a r e more h i g h l y 

c o n c e n t r a t e d , j u s t as you f i n d w i t h hookah b a r s , w i t h 

t h e w a t e r p i p e s , and t h e y ' r e d a n g e r o u s . There a r e 

dangerous e l e m e n t s t h e r e i n t h a t v a p o r . 

The way I d e a l t w i t h i t b e f o r e -- where 

I was b e f o r e was d e a l i n g w i t h t h e l i c e n s i n g 

p r o c e d u r e s w i t h i n m a l l s , and can you smoke i n a 

p u b l i c space o r c o n f i n e d space? 

I t got t o t h a t p o i n t when I r e f e r r e d i t 

t o t h e c o u n t y a t t o r n e y . We were s u c c e s s f u l i n 

a c t u a l l y r e m o v i n g t h e v e n d o r s from some o f t h e m a l l s 

i n Long I s l a n d . 

REP. DENLINGER: I s i t your 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t t h e s e p r o d u c t s w o u l d a l s o be 

p r o h i b i t e d under P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s r e c e n t l y p a s s e d 

smoking ban l e g i s l a t i o n ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: I ' l l have t o r e v i e w i t 

w i t h my a t t o r n e y s and I can get back t o you on t h a t . 

T h a t ' s a f a s c i n a t i n g l e g a l q u e s t i o n , and I l o o k 

f o r w a r d t o r e s e a r c h i n g t h a t . 

REP. DENLINGER: I w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e a 



r e s p o n s e d i r e c t e d t h r o u g h t h e Chairman o f t h e 

co m m i t t e e . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Yes. 

REP. DENLINGER: V e r y good. 

SECRETARY AVILA: Of c o u r s e . 

REP. DENLINGER: Thank you. 

SECRETARY AVILA: Thank you. 

REP. DENLINGER: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

The n e x t q u e s t i o n w i l l be by 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M a t t S m i t h . 

REP. SMITH: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Thank you, Mr. S e c r e t a r y , f o r y o u r 

t e s t i m o n y t o d a y . 

I j u s t want t o r e t u r n b r i e f l y t o t h e 

i s s u e o f t h e t o b a c c o s e t t l e m e n t f u n d s and I t h i n k 

what you termed as t h e s u s p e n s i o n o f t h e i r use f o r 

t h e i r i n t e n d e d p u r p o s e , w h i c h i s h e a l t h -- h e a l t h 

r e s e a r c h i n v e s t m e n t . And t h e o n e - y e a r , I guess , 

d i v e r s i o n t o w a r d s l o n g - t e r m c a r e , and I t h i n k you had 

s a i d -- c o r r e c t me i f I'm wrong -- t h a t -- t h a t i n 

your o p i n i o n t h a t w o u l d be a o n e - y e a r s u s p e n s i o n . 

SECRETARY AVILA: C o r r e c t . 



REP. SMITH: And why? Can you d i g a 

l i t t l e d e eper i n t o t h e need f o r t h e o n e - y e a r 

s u s p e n s i o n ? You m e n t i o n e d , I t h i n k , p e e r r e v i e w and 

d i f f e r e n t r e s e a r c h c r i t e r i a . 

SECRETARY AVILA: R i g h t . 

REP. SMITH: Can you t e l l us a l i t t l e 

b i t about what you have i n mind i n terms o f t h o s e 

changes? 

SECRETARY AVILA: S u r e . I w o u l d l i k e t o 

see r e s e a r c h b e i n g done on t h i n g s t h a t a f f e c t 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s . There a r e many h e a l t h i s s u e s t h a t 

a r e p a r t i c u l a r t o P e n n s y l v a n i a . Some o f t h e s e have 

been b r o u g h t up by some o f t h e o t h e r programs t h a t 

have been on t h e l i s t and t a k e n o f f . 

I t h i n k t h a t , f o r example, r e s e a r c h i n g 

h e a l t h e f f e c t s i n M a r c e l l u s s h a l e w o u l d be a good 

i d e a . I t h i n k t h a t -- f o r example, I g e t -- I see 

p r o p o s a l s f o r d i a b e t e s . D i a b e t e s i s e x t r e m e l y 

i m p o r t a n t . But t h a t r e s e a r c h i s b e i n g done. How 

about f o c u s i n g on t h i n g s t h a t a f f e c t us? 

REP. SMITH: And t h e n t h e o n l y t h i n g you 

can come up w i t h i s M a r c e l l u s s h a l e h e a l t h e f f e c t s ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: T h a t ' s n o t t h e o n l y 

one. I , f o r example -¬

REP. SMITH: G i v e me some o t h e r s . 



SECRETARY AVILA: For example, some o f 

t h e o t h e r -- I w o u l d l o v e t o be a b l e t o see, l o o k i n g 

a t o ur s t a t i s t i c a l d a t a g a t h e r i n g , t h e p o c k e t s o r 

c l u s t e r s t h a t a r e out t h e r e t h r o u g h o u t t h e s t a t e and 

maybe c r e a t e p r o j e c t s and r e s e a r c h on t h o s e p o c k e t s 

o f i l l n e s s e s t h a t o c c u r e l s e w h e r e . 

REP. SMITH: L i k e what i l l n e s s e s ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: P o l y c y t h e m i a v e r a , f o r 

example. O t h e r g e n e t i c c l u s t e r s t h a t e x i s t . 

We have t h e d a t a m i n i n g . I t ' s a m a t t e r 

o f m i n i n g t h r o u g h t h a t d a t a and s a y i n g , okay, we're 

s e e i n g an -- an u n u s u a l number. L e t ' s -- why don't 

we c r e a t e r e s e a r c h programs f o r t h a t ? 

REP. SMITH: Okay. And do you t h i n k -¬

do you t h i n k -- I mean i n t h e '10/'11 budget y e a r , 

t h e -- t h e f o r m u l a f u n d s -- and as you know, t h e -¬

t h e t o t a l h e a l t h r e s e a r c h funds a l l o c a t e d t o t h e 

d e p a r t m e n t from t h e t o b a c c o s e t t l e m e n t was about -¬

was 19 -- i t ' s 19 p e r c e n t o f t h e t o b a c c o f u n d s , w h i c h 

was about 58 m i l l i o n i n t h e '11/'12 budget y e a r , 18 

p e r c e n t o f w h i c h goes t o t h e CURE program, one 

p e r c e n t o f w h i c h goes t o t h e N a t i o n a l C a n c e r 

I n s t i t u t e r e s e a r c h programs. 

And w i t h i n t h a t CURE program, i n t h e 

'10/'11 budget y e a r t h e g r a n t s were g i v e n f o r -- t o 



such i n s t i t u t i o n s as Fox Chase, 2.8 m i l l i o n ; CHOP i n 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , 3.5 m i l l i o n ; Penn, 8.2 m i l l i o n ; P i t t , 

8.2 m i l l i o n ; W i s t a r , 1.5 m i l l i o n ; Thomas J e f f e r s o n 

U n i v e r s i t y , 3 m i l l i o n ; Magee-Women's H e a l t h f a c i l i t y 

i n P i t t s b u r g h , 1.2 m i l l i o n . 

Under t h e changes t h a t y o u ' r e g o i n g t o 

p r o p o s e , w i l l t h e g r a n t s t o t h o s e i n s t i t u t i o n s , n o t 

th e ones t h a t have a l r e a d y been a l l o c a t e d o b v i o u s l y , 

b u t p r o s p e c t i v e l y w o u l d t h o s e i n s t i t u t i o n s -- i s i t 

your -- i s i t a change i n p o l i c y t h a t t h o s e 

i n s t i t u t i o n s w o u l d n o t be p a r t o f t h e a p p l i c a n t p o o l 

i f t h e i r r e s e a r c h r e l a t e s t o i s s u e s t h a t don't 

n e c e s s a r i l y s p e c i f i c a l l y t o u c h P e n n s y l v a n i a ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: No. But I — w i t h my 

e x p e r i e n c e o f b e i n g an a c a d e m i c i a n f o r many y e a r s i s 

t h a t when t h e r e ' s i n t e r e s t i n g r e s e a r c h t o be had, 

u n i v e r s i t i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y P e n n s y l v a n i a , i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , w i l l s t e p up and say, you know what? 

We can add t o t h a t . We've got t h e power. We've got 

th e minds. L e t ' s see i f we can -- l e t ' s t a k e t h i s on 

and -- t h i s c h a l l e n g e and see i f we can come up w i t h 

a s o l u t i o n t o h e l p s o c i e t y . 

REP. SMITH: So t h o s e -- t h o s e 

i n s t i t u t i o n s w o u l d e x p e r i e n c e no change. They w o u l d 

s t i l l be a b l e t o a p p l y . F o r i n s t a n c e , CHOP r e c e i v e d 



a g r a n t f o r MRI and n e u r o c o g n i t i v e a s s e s s m e n t s and 

c h r o n i c k i d n e y d i s e a s e . That w o u l d s t i l l be an 

a c c e p t a b l e form o f r e s e a r c h under your new 

framework? 

SECRETARY AVILA: We w o u l d r e v i e w i t 

o b v i o u s l y . I know w i t h CHOP, t h e y ' v e -- t h r o u g h o u t 

t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e program, we've awarded them 54.6 

m i l l i o n . I mean t h e y ' v e p r o v e n t h e m s e l v e s . 

REP. SMITH: Do you t h i n k t h a t t h a t ' s 

e x c e s s i v e ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: I c a n ' t comment t o 

what went on b e f o r e me, b u t i f t h i s i s where t h e 

r e s e a r c h went and t h e d o l l a r s were a l l o c a t e d a t t h a t 

t i m e , t h e n t h a t ' s where i t went. I w o u l d be 

s p e c u l a t i n g a t t h i s p o i n t . 

I w o u l d have t o open up t h e -- t h e -¬

a l l t h o s e y e a r s o f r e s e a r c h , t h e g r a n t s , and t h e n i t 

w o u l d be j u s t my o p i n i o n a g a i n s t t h o s e who came 

b e f o r e me. 

REP. SMITH: R i g h t . But you seem t o be 

i n f e r r i n g t h a t t h a t -- b ecause t h e y r e c e i v e d 54 

m i l l i o n , t h a t t h a t was s o r t o f t h e c e i l i n g o f what 

t h e y s h o u l d be e n t i t l e d t o r e c e i v e . You -- y o u ' r e 

n o t s a y i n g -¬

SECRETARY AVILA: Oh, no. No. No. I 



d i d n o t mean t o i m p l y t h a t a t a l l . I'm j u s t g i v i n g 

you an example o f how we work w i t h -¬

REP. SMITH: S i m p l y by — 

SECRETARY AVILA: W i t h -¬

REP. SMITH: S o r r y . S i m p l y by v i r t u e o f 

th e f a c t t h a t t h e y r e c e i v e d 50 -- I'm s u r e some o f 

t h e s e i n s t i t u t i o n s may o r may n o t have r e c e i v e d 

more. You're n o t s a y i n g t h a t t h e y w o u l d be p r e v e n t e d 

from r e c e i v i n g f u t u r e g r a n t s i f t h e i r r e s e a r c h 

p r o j e c t met a c e r t a i n c r i t e r i a ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: Oh, no. 

REP. SMITH: And w o u l d t h e c r i t e r i a 

a c t u a l l y be d r a f t e d t o e s s e n t i a l l y g i v e a l e g up t o 

t h o s e p r o j e c t s t h a t d e a l -- l i k e you m e n t i o n e d 

M a r c e l l u s s h a l e h e a l t h a f f e c t s , I mean wo u l d t h a t be 

e l e v a t e d i n a p o i n t s y s t e m , o r w h a t e v e r t h e c r i t e r i a 

i s , t o a h i g h e r l e v e l t h a n , say, e i t h e r some o t h e r 

r e s e a r c h program? 

SECRETARY AVILA: That w o u l d be 

s p e c u l a t i o n , b u t what y o u ' r e -- was j u s t s u g g e s t e d 

w o u l d be -¬

REP. SMITH: W e l l , no. I t ' s n o t 

s p e c u l a t i o n b ecause t h a t ' s e x a c t l y what you s a i d . 

SECRETARY AVILA: No, i t ' s n o t what I 

s a i d . What I'm s a y i n g --



REP. SMITH: You s a i d -- e x c u s e me. You 

s a i d t h a t p a r t o f t h e new c r i t e r i a w o u l d be p e e r 

r e v i e w and d i f f e r e n t r e s e a r c h c r i t e r i a , a p a r t o f 

w h i c h w o u l d be g i v i n g a l e g up, e s s e n t i a l l y , t o 

a p p l i c a n t s who a r e p e r f o r m i n g r e s e a r c h on i s s u e s t h a t 

s p e c i f i c a l l y r e l a t e t o P e n n s y l v a n i a h e a l t h i s s u e s . 

SECRETARY AVILA: That was s i m p l y an 

example. I w o u l d l i k e t o see t h a t . 

REP. SMITH: Okay. I n your v i e w t h a t 

w o u l d be a p o s i t i v e s t e p i n t h e c r i t e r i a ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: That w o u l d be 

p o s i t i v e , y e s . M e e t i n g t h e needs t h a t P e n n s y l v a n i a n s 

f a c e . 

By no -- no way w o u l d we be i n h e r e n t l y 

un -- u n f a i r t o r e s e a r c h e r s . We have t o o many g r e a t 

minds h e r e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a t o be u n f a i r . I b e l i e v e 

i n f u n d a m e n t a l f a i r n e s s . 

REP. SMITH: And do you have a t i m e 

frame f o r when yo u ' r e g o i n g t o s u b m i t t h e change i n 

c r i t e r i a t o t h e l e g i s l a t u r e ? 

Because I'm assuming t h a t i t w o u l d have 

t o be done by some l e g i s l a t i v e a c t i o n , i n terms o f 

c h a n g i n g w i t h i n t h e Tobacco S e t t l e m e n t A c t o r 

amending i t t o change moving f o r w a r d w h a t e v e r change 

i n c r i t e r i a you want. 



SECRETARY AVILA: W e l l -- w e l l , t h e 

element t h a t I'm t a l k i n g I don't t h i n k w o u l d need 

l e g i s l a t i v e change. What we're d e a l i n g w i t h , we'd 

l i k e t o h e a r d i f f e r e n t p r o p o s a l s . 

There a r e a d v i s o r y c o m m i t t e e s t h a t 

a s s i s t t h e Department o f H e a l t h , making them aware o f 

where we w o u l d l i k e t h e -- t h e r e s e a r c h t o go and 

i t ' s a m a t t e r o f o p e n i n g i t up f o r d i s c u s s i o n , s a y i n g 

we've got v a r i e d minds. I want t o h e a r more. I want 

t o see a d i v e r s i t y o f t h o u g h t , a d i v e r s i t y o f 

c o n c e r n s b r o u g h t t o t h e t a b l e . 

REP. SMITH: And you f e e l l i k e t h e 

o n e - y e a r h i a t u s on f u n d i n g t h e s e -- what I t h i n k you 

even conceded were v a l u a b l e r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t s , you 

f e e l t h a t t h a t o n e - y e a r h i a t u s i s n e c e s s a r y i n o r d e r 

t o t a k e a s t e p back and have some a d d i t i o n a l i n p u t 

i n t o what t h e c r i t e r i a s h o u l d be? 

I guess I'm t r y i n g t o g e t t o -- on one 

hand, y o u ' r e s a y i n g you need t o change t h e c r i t e r i a . 

On t h e o t h e r hand, y o u ' r e s a y i n g i t d o e s n ' t r e q u i r e 

any a f f i r m a t i v e a c t i o n . 

I t ' s j u s t s o r t o f a t h o u g h t t h a t goes 

out i n t o t h e e t h e r . 

SECRETARY AVILA: That — i t w o u l d n ' t be 

a t h o u g h t i n t o t h e e t h e r . I t w o u l d be v e r y c o n c r e t e 



i n o ur s t e p s and w i t h our c o m m u n i c a t i o n s w i t h -- w i t h 

our c o l l e a g u e s i n our i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

I t ' s a m a t t e r o f l o o k i n g a t our p a r a d i g m 

and l o o k i n g a t t h e way we a p p r o a c h r e s e a r c h programs 

t h a t a f f e c t h e a l t h i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . T h a t ' s what I 

w o u l d l i k e i t t o be, some f r e s h t h o u g h t b r o u g h t t o 

t h e t a b l e so we a r e m a x i m i z i n g our t a x p a y e r s d o l l a r s 

and making s u r e t h a t t h e r e s e a r c h i s a d d r e s s i n g t h o s e 

needs. 

REP. SMITH: A r e t h e r e any s p e c i f i c 

g r a n t s , e i t h e r t h e '10/'11 o r '11/'12 budget y e a r , o r 

any o t h e r budget y e a r , t h a t where you can p o i n t t o 

t h a t you o r t h e d e partment f e e l t h e r e was a waste o f 

r e s o u r c e s ? Or i s t h e r e some -- I'm t r y i n g t o get a t 

what's t h e --what's g e n e r a t i n g t h i s need f o r change. 

SECRETARY AVILA: W e l l , we're l o o k i n g 

i n t o e v e r y t h i n g . 

REP. SMITH: But i s t h e r e one s p e c i f i c 

g r a n t t h a t jumps out o r -¬

SECRETARY AVILA: No. 

REP. SMITH: Or what was t h e t r i g g e r f o r 

t h i s change i n c r i t e r i a ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: The -- I l i k e t o work 

c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y and I l i k e t o h e a r from 

s t a k e h o l d e r s . And I w o u l d l i k e t o j u s t g e t f r e s h 



t h o u g h t b r o u g h t t o t h e t a b l e . 

So t h e r e was n o t h i n g i n p a r t i c u l a r 

t h a t -- t h a t -- t h a t w o u l d annoy me o r t h a t -¬

t h a t -- t h a t b o t h e r e d me. 

REP. SMITH: What i n p u t have you 

r e c e i v e d from t h e s t a k e h o l d e r s on t h e o n e - y e a r 

h i a t u s ? A n y t h i n g ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: I have n o t r e c e i v e d 

any i n p u t a t t h i s p o i n t . 

REP. SMITH: So none o f t h e -- Temple, 

Fox Chase, Magee, Penn, P i t t , W i s t a r , Thomas 

J e f f e r s o n , none o f them have made any s t a t e m e n t s ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: Not t h a t I'm aware o f . 

REP. SMITH: Okay. You had m e n t i o n e d , I 

t h i n k , t h a t where t h i s money i s g o i n g i n t o w a r d -- i s 

i n t o l o n g - t e r m c a r e under DPW. C o r r e c t ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: R i g h t . 

REP. SMITH: What happens -- and I guess 

-- suppose t h a t ' s 58 m i l l i o n . What happens n e x t y e a r 

when t h i s money f i n d s i t s e l f back i n i t s o r i g i n a l 

p u r p o s e , w h i c h i s h e a l t h c a r e r e s e a r c h ? What happens 

t o t h a t f u n d i n g f o r l o n g - t e r m c a r e ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: That w o u l d be 

s p e c u l a t i o n . I do n o t know a t t h i s p o i n t . 

REP. SMITH: We don't have a l o n g - t e r m 



p l a n . Once t h i s -- t h i s i s s h i f t e d f o r one y e a r , 

t h e n i t ' s s h i f t e d back, when i t ' s s h i f t e d back, we 

don't have a p l a n ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: That w o u l d be 

s o m e t h i n g I w o u l d d i r e c t t o w a r d s DPW. 

REP. SMITH: Okay. Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

Thank you, Mr. S e c r e t a r y . 

SECRETARY AVILA: S u r e . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

The n e x t q u e s t i o n w i l l be R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

S c o t t P e t r i . 

REP. PETRI: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. S e c r e t a r y , I want t o f o l l o w on some 

of t h e q u e s t i o n s o f t h e p r e v i o u s s p e a k e r , my 

c o l l e a g u e who c o - c h a i r s t h e l i f e s c i e n c e caucus w i t h 

me. And I c e r t a i n l y a p p r e c i a t e h i s t h o u g h t s and 

comments t o d a y . 

You m e n t i o n e d a d v i s o r y c o m m i t t e e s t h a t 

work w i t h t h e h e a l t h d e p a r t m e n t . What -- what 

co m m i t t e e s p r o v i d e a d v i s e t o t h e d e p a r t m e n t under t h e 

c u r r e n t s y s t e m w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e f o r m u l a and 

n o n - f o r m u l a d r i v e n r e s e a r c h ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: T h i s w i l l be answered 



by Mr. Wolf who i s i n t i m a t e l y i n v o l v e d w i t h t h a t . 

EXEC. DEPUTY WOLF: You have — excu s e 

me. Good a f t e r n o o n , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P e t r i . 

There i s a h e a l t h a d v i s o r y committee 

made up o f t h e academic i n s t i t u t i o n s a r o u n d t h e s t a t e 

o f P e n n s y l v a n i a t h a t work and make a d v i s o r y 

s u g g e s t i o n s t o t h e S e c r e t a r y and t h a t i s an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n -- t h a t was p a r t o f t h e o r i g i n a l 

w o r k i n g s o f t h e -- t h e CURE f u n d i n g and moving 

f o r w a r d . 

REP. PETRI: Okay. And -- and i f I can 

f o l l o w up a l i t t l e b i t on t h a t . As p a r t o f t h e 

p r o c e s s t h a t e x i s t s t o d a y , s i n c e we have no new 

p r o c e s s t o t a l k a b o u t , a r e t h e s e p r o j e c t s u s u a l l y 

s c o r e d o r i s t h e r e any p r o c e s s o f v e t t i n g ? And i f 

so, what i s t h e v e t t i n g p r o c e s s ? 

EXEC. DEPUTY WOLF: Yeah. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , t h e r e i s a v e r y f o r m a l p r o c e s s t h a t 

t h e y go t h r o u g h . They're p e e r r e v i e w e d from an 

o u t s i d e o r g a n i z a t i o n and t h e n t h e y a r e b r o u g h t i n t o 

i n t e r n a l d e l i b e r a t i o n and t h e r e i s a s c o r i n g p r o c e s s 

i n s i d e t h e Department o f H e a l t h f o r each and e v e r y 

p r o j e c t t h a t i s b r o u g h t f o r w a r d . 

REP. PETRI: Okay. And as p a r t o f t h a t 

v e t t i n g p r o c e s s , a r e p r o j e c t s t h a t have v a l u e added 



e n g i n e e r i n g o r NIH f u n d i n g , a r e t h e y c o n s i d e r e d 

p e r h a p s more w o r t h y t h a n o t h e r p r o j e c t s ? 

EXEC. DEPUTY WOLF: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , I ' d 

l i k e t o g e t back t o you on t h a t one t o -- t o answer 

t h e q u e s t i o n more f o r m a l l y -¬

REP. PETRI: Okay. 

EXEC. DEPUTY WOLF: -- and g e t back t o 

th e c o m m i t t e e . 

REP. PETRI: Okay. Would t h e dep a r t m e n t 

have an o p i n i o n g o i n g f o r w a r d i f s o m e t h i n g -- you 

know, say D r e x e l had a program i n t h e i r biomed 

program and t h e y had t h e i r -- t h e y had i t 

c o l l a t e r a l i z e d , t h e y had i n t e l l e c t u a l p r o p e r t y 

l i c e n s e s , and t h e y had -- and t h e y had i t e n g i n e e r e d 

so t h e r e was a c t u a l l y a p r o d u c t s o u r c e . 

Would t h o s e k i n d s o f t h i n g s be v i e w e d 

more v a l u a b l e t o t h e d e p a r t m e n t ? 

EXEC. DEPUTY WOLF: D u r i n g t h i s c u r r e n t 

f i s c a l y e a r we've a c t u a l l y been -- an a d d i t i o n a l push 

was made f o r w a r d by t h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o b e g i n t o 

add more c o m m e r c i a l l y v i a b l e p r o j e c t s , t o add t h e 

a b i l i t y t o f u n d companies. 

T h a t ' s -- t h i s i s t h e f i r s t y e a r i t had 

been engaged i n . So we have been l o o k i n g a t t r y i n g 

t o see how we can push out e i t h e r a d d i t i o n a l 



c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n o p p o r t u n i t i e s o r how we r e a c h i n t o 

u n i v e r s i t i e s w i t h an eye t o w a r d s an end p r o d u c t . 

REP. PETRI: Okay. The S e c r e t a r y a l s o 

m e n t i o n e d , Mr. W olf, t h e c o l l a t e r a l -- c o l l a b o r a t i o n 

w h i c h I a g r e e w i t h him, t h a t I t h i n k a l o t o f our 

u n i v e r s i t i e s need t o c o l l a b o r a t e . 

S h o u l d t h a t be, you know, p a r t o f -- i n 

y o u r -- i n t h e d e p a r t m e n t ' s o p i n i o n a p r o c e s s g o i n g 

f o r w a r d where r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t s w o u l d e ncourage 

c o l l a b o r a t i o n between t h e v a r i o u s u n i v e r s i t i e s and 

h o s p i t a l s t h a t do t h i s r e s e a r c h ? 

EXEC. DEPUTY WOLF: I t h i n k any t i m e 

t h a t we can c o l l a b o r a t e , p a r t i c u l a r l y amongst the 

many i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t t h e s t a t e o f P e n n s y l v a n i a 

have, I t h i n k i t ' s a b e t t e r -- i t p u t s us i n a b e t t e r 

p o s i t i o n . 

There a r e any number o f academic 

i n s t i t u t i o n s and/or o r g a n i z a t i o n s , be t h e y f o r - p r o f i t 

companies o r n o t - f o r - p r o f i t r e s e a r c h i n s t i t u t e s , t h a t 

can be b e n e f i c i a l i n t h e r e , i n t h a t p r o c e s s . 

REP. PETRI: Now, a f i n a l q u e s t i o n I 

have and t h e n j u s t a q u i c k comment. 

W i t h r e s p e c t t o j o b c r e a t i o n , has 

anybody i n t h e d e p a r t m e n t o r t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t a k e n 

a l o o k a t t h e p o s s i b l e j o b c r e a t i o n numbers t h a t have 



come from t h e s e t o b a c c o s e t t l e m e n t f u n d s t h a t have 

been u s e d f o r r e s e a r c h -¬

EXEC. DEPUTY WOLF: I t h i n k we'd l i k e 

t o -¬

REP. PETRI: -- i n t h e Commonwealth? 

EXEC. DEPUTY WOLF: I t h i n k we'd l i k e t o 

get back t o you w i t h an a n a l y s i s l i k e t h a t . 

REP. PETRI: Okay. 

EXEC. DEPUTY WOLF: Be happy t o . 

REP. PETRI: And h o p e f u l l y t h e r e p o r t 

t h a t t h e a d v i s o r y committee i s w o r k i n g on w i l l 

a d d r e s s some o f t h e s u c c e s s e s , Mr. Chairman, f o r 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ; b u t I have t o say t h a t t h i s i s an a r e a 

I'm v e r y c o n c e r n e d a b o u t . 

I b e l i e v e t h a t i f we -- i f we r e d i r e c t 

t h e s e f u n d s , n o t o n l y w i l l we l o s e t h e 50 m i l l i o n , 

and I t h i n k i t w o u l d be r e a l l y t o u g h t o p u t back n e x t 

y e a r , I t h i n k w e ' l l p r o b a b l y use h a l f a b i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s w o r t h o f -- o f economic e n g i n e money. 

I n t h i s economy I t h i n k we ought t o be 

pumping t h i s money i n t o t h i s p a r t i c u l a r l i n e i t e m . 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

And l i k e -- l i k e I've been s a y i n g a l l 



d u r i n g t h e s e budget h e a r i n g s , e v e r y g o v e r n o r p r o p o s e s 

a b u d g e t . I t ' s a s t a r t i n g p o i n t . I t ' s a b l u e p r i n t . 

T h e re's l e g i s l a t i v e i n p u t i n t o t h i s , and t h i s i s why 

we have t h e s e budget h e a r i n g s . 

Okay. So w i t h o u t f u r t h e r ado, t h e n e x t 

q u e s t i o n w i l l be a s k e d by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S t e v e 

Samuelson. 

REP. SAMUELSON: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

A q u e s t i o n about some o f t h e l i n e i t e m s , 

and I a p p r e c i a t e Chairman A d o l p h j u s t s a i d t h a t t h i s 

b udget i s s u b j e c t t o r e v i e w by t h e l e g i s l a t u r e , 

and -- and many o f us don't agree w i t h some o f t h e 

c u t s t h a t a r e i n h e r e . 

I -- you know, t h e s i x -- we -- we've 

a l r e a d y t a l k e d about t h e s i x l i n e i t e m s t h a t a r e 

t o t a l l y e l i m i n a t e d i n G o v e r n o r C o r b e t t ' s p r o p o s e d 

b u d g e t . Lupus, p o i s o n c o n t r o l c e n t e r s , trauma 

programs, e p i l e p s y s u p p o r t , b i o t e c h r e s e a r c h , 

T o u r e t t e syndrome. 

P o i s o n c o n t r o l c e n t e r s , my u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

i s t h a t , you know, t h e n a t i o n w i d e campaign, we're 

t r y i n g t o encourage k i d s n o t t o g e t anywhere n e a r 

p o i s o n . I t ' s Mr. Yuk i s t h e d e c a l . That was -- t h a t 

was s t a r t e d i n P i t t s b u r g h a t t h e P i t t s b u r g h 



C h i l d r e n ' s H o s p i t a l and P i t t s b u r g h P o i s o n C e n t e r i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , and y e t we have a P e n n s y l v a n i a budget 

w h i c h s a y s we s h o u l d g i v e z e r o t o p o i s o n c o n t r o l 

c e n t e r s . 

How -- how do you j u s t i f y a t o t a l c u t i n 

f u n d i n g f o r p o i s o n c o n t r o l c e n t e r s ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: As I've s a i d , we've 

been a p p r o a c h e d by o t h e r -- I guess one o t h e r s t a t e 

about p a r t n e r i n g . I t h i n k i t ' s g o i n g t o be a m a t t e r 

o f l o o k i n g a t p a r t n e r i n g b e c a u s e t h e s e a r e 1-800 

numbers t h a t -- t h a t one w o u l d c a l l i n t o i t . 

And I b r e a k i t down t o even why don't we 

have a n a t i o n a l program? Why i s i t t o t h e s t a t e s ? I 

w o u l d l o v e t o see t h i s as a n a t i o n a l number where we 

have e x p e r t s t h a t a r e a v a i l a b l e a r o u n d t h e c l o c k 

where a l l t h e s t a t e s c o l l a b o r a t e . 

REP. SAMUELSON: But i f we had a 

p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h some o t h e r s t a t e , w o u l d n ' t t h a t 

o t h e r s t a t e e x p e c t P e n n s y l v a n i a t o c o n t r i b u t e 

s o m e t h i n g t o w a r d s p o i s o n c o n t r o l c e n t e r s o r -¬

SECRETARY AVILA: And t h a t ' s s o m e t h i n g 

t h a t we -- t h a t needs e x p l o r i n g . 

REP. SAMUELSON: Okay. 

SECRETARY AVILA: I l a i d i t out t h e r e 

j u s t so you wo u l d u n d e r s t a n d I have a c o n c e r n . 



REP. SAMUELSON: Okay. 

SECRETARY AVILA: I t ' s a l e g i t i m a t e 

c o n c e r n . But i t ' s b e i n g e x p l o r e d . O t h e r o p t i o n s a r e 

b e i n g e x p l o r e d . 

REP. SAMUELSON: V i t a l s t a t i s t i c s , you 

t a l k e d about t h e need f o r t h e f u n d i n g i n -- i n t h e 

a r e a where t h e f o l k s a r e d o i n g t h e b i r t h c e r t i f i c a t e s 

and t h e d e a t h c e r t i f i c a t e s and c o m p i l i n g d a t a . 

I've l o o k e d a t t h a t l i n e i t e m , and i t ' s 

a c t u a l l y down 5.6 p e r c e n t . So t h e r e ' s a need f o r 

more f o l k s t o do t h e work, b u t t h e r e ' s 5.6 p e r c e n t 

l e s s money. 

How does -- how do you -- how does t h a t 

r e c o n c i l e ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: I n i t i a l l y we needed 

more t o c a t c h up. But we're d i g i t i z i n g . We're 

c o m p u t e r i z i n g . We're s e t t i n g up a l g o r i t h m s t h a t w i l l 

r e q u i r e l e s s , I guess you'd say, o f t h e manpower once 

we c a t c h up. I t h i n k t h a t ' s what t h a t e x p l a i n s , o r 

t h a t e x p l a i n t h a t . 

REP. SAMUELSON: A p a s s i o n a t e d i s c u s s i o n 

a few m i n u t e s ago about Lyme d i s e a s e and t h e need f o r 

e d u c a t i o n and p r e v e n t i o n i n t h e a r e a o f Lyme 

d i s e a s e . 

Now, I l o o k e d t h r o u g h your budget c o v e r 



t o c o v e r h e r e and I don't see any f u n d i n g f o r Lyme 

d i s e a s e p r e v e n t i o n o r e d u c a t i o n . I s t h e r e a n y t h i n g 

i n t h e Department o f H e a l t h budget about Lyme 

d i s e a s e ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: We c u r r e n t l y work -¬

have programs t h a t work w i t h Lyme d i s e a s e , as I 

m e n t i o n e d , and p a r t i c i p a t e and p a r t n e r w i t h two o t h e r 

d e p a r t m e n t s . 

REP. SAMUELSON: I s t h e r e any s t a t e 

f u n d i n g g o i n g t o t h o s e e f f o r t s ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: Okay. Thank you f o r 

r e m i n d i n g me o f t h a t . 

The e p i d e m i o l o g y d e p a r t m e n t , t h a t ' s one 

o f t h e i r c h a r g e s . And we have a phenomenal group o f 

e p i d e m i o l o g i s t s t h a t work on Lyme d i s e a s e . 

REP. SAMUELSON: W i t h i n t h e Department 

o f H e a l t h ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: W i t h i n t h e d e p a r t m e n t , 

y e s . T h a t ' s p a r t o f t h e i r mandate. As you know, 

t h a t ' s r u n by Dr. Stephen O s t r o f f , t h e a c t i n g 

p h y s i c i a n -- p h y s i c i a n g e n e r a l o f t h i s s t a t e who 

comes from CDC. I t ' s a c a r e e r CDC p e r s o n . 

REP. SAMUELSON: Okay. T h a t ' s p r o b a b l y 

under t h e g e n e r a l government o p e r a t i o n s l i n e i t e m o f 

th e d e p a r t m e n t ? 



SECRETARY AVILA: I -- I -- y e s , i t i s . 

REP. SAMUELSON: Okay. And a l s o I 

n o t i c e a c u t h e r e f o r t h e h e a l t h d e p a r t m e n t s , t h e 

c o u n t y and c i t y h e a l t h d e p a r t m e n t s . L o c a l h e a l t h 

d e p a r t m e n t s had been 26.7 m i l l i o n . G o v e r n o r C o r b e t t 

i s p r o p o s i n g 25.4 m i l l i o n . So i t l o o k s l i k e a f i v e 

p e r c e n t c u t . 

Now, I'm -- I n o t i c e d many o f t h o s e 

l o c a l h e a l t h d e p a r t m e n t s a t t h e c o u n t y and c i t y l e v e l 

have t h e i r own f u n d i n g c h a l l e n g e s , and h e r e t h e 

p r o p o s a l i s t o c u t them back by f i v e p e r c e n t . 

SECRETARY AVILA: W e l l , i t ' s , once 

a g a i n , d e a l i n g w i t h v e r y h a r d t i m e s and d o i n g more 

w i t h l e s s and t h a t t y p e o f p r e s s u r e many t i m e s b r i n g s 

t h e b e s t i n us w i t h c r o s s t r a i n i n g and b e i n g more 

e f f i c i e n t w i t h our -- w i t h o ur a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

REP. SAMUELSON: I know t h o s e c o u n t i e s 

a r e a l s o g o i n g t o be w a t c h i n g c l o s e l y n e x t week when 

we l o o k a t t h e Department o f P u b l i c W e l f a r e and t h e 

new p r o p o s e d b l o c k g r a n t , w h i c h a t f i r s t g l a n c e l o o k s 

l i k e $138 m i l l i o n l e s s . 

I'm s u r e w e ' l l have l o t s o f q u e s t i o n s 

f o r t h e DPW s e c r e t a r y about t h a t . 

But i f you have a c o u n t y h e a l t h 

d e p a r t m e n t , you have l e s s f u n d i n g on t h a t end, a t t h e 



same t i m e y o u ' r e f a c i n g a new b l o c k g r a n t o v e r a t DPW 

w h i c h c o u l d have l e s s f u n d i n g f o r t h e human s e r v i c e s 

program. I t ' s a l o t f o r t h e s e c o u n t i e s t o -- t o 

w r e s t l e w i t h i n -- i n t h e s e c h a l l e n g i n g t i m e s . 

SECRETARY AVILA: And I u n d e r s t a n d 

t h a t . Once a g a i n , i t ' s g e t t i n g back t o t h e c o r e 

f u n c t i o n s o f government. And I am i n t o u c h w i t h t h e 

o t h e r -- as you know, t h e s t a t e i s a h y b r i d s t a t e . 

Some -- t h e t e n c o u n t i e s / m u n i c i p a l i t i e s t h a t have 

t h e i r own h e a l t h c o m m i s s i o n e r s , t o o , and we're 

w o r k i n g w i t h a l l o f them. I keep i n t o u c h w i t h a l l 

o f them. I encourage t h e d i a l o g u e and any way t h a t 

we can h e l p . 

REP. SAMUELSON: Okay. W e l l , t h a n k 

you. I a p p r e c i a t e you. Today you've been a v e r y 

p a s s i o n a t e d e f e n d e r o f many o f t h e programs t h a t have 

been f u n d e d i n t h e p a s t by t h e Department o f H e a l t h . 

I hope t h a t we on t h e A p p r o p r i a t i o n s 

Committee and we i n t h e House o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s can 

r e s t o r e some o f t h e f u n d i n g t h a t has been c u t so t h a t 

we can -- we can a c t u a l l y d e l i v e r on -- on t h o s e 

programs t h a t you have v e r y p a s s i o n a t e l y d e f e n d e d . 

Thank you. 

Thank you, Mr. speak -- Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 



r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

I ' d l i k e t o acknowledge t h e p r e s e n c e o f 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J e r r y S t e r n who has j o i n e d u s . 

And a t t h i s t i m e I ' d l i k e t o have 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M a r t i n C a u s e r f o r some q u e s t i o n s . 

REP. CAUSER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Welcome, g e n t l e m e n . My q u e s t i o n d e a l s 

w i t h t h e -- t h e l a c k o f d o c t o r s and h e a l t h c a r e 

p r o v i d e r s s p e c i f i c a l l y i n -- i n r u r a l a r e a s o f t h e 

s t a t e . 

You have a -- a l i n e i t e m i n your -¬

your budget t h a t i s t i t l e d p r i m a r y h e a l t h c a r e 

p r a c t i t i o n e r a p p r o p r i a t i o n w i t h i t s g o a l b e i n g 

p r i m a r y c a r e i n m e d i c a l l y u n d e r s e r v e d a r e a s o f t h e 

s t a t e . 

And i t i n c l u d e s a l o a n repayment 

program. Can you speak t o t h a t program and how i t ' s 

b e i n g a d m i n i s t e r e d ? And i t ' s -- i t ' s p r o p o s e d a t 

j u s t o v e r $3.6 m i l l i o n . 

And I'm i n t e r e s t e d i n where t h e money i s 

g o i n g and how i t ' s b e i n g a d m i n i s t e r e d . 

SECRETARY AVILA: And so where t h e money 

i s g o i n g , we can g e t back t o you on t h a t . 

However, t h i s i s s o m e t h i n g t h a t i s a l s o 

a p a s s i o n o f mine and I have worked w i t h 



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e B a k e r on t h i s . 

I t ' s i m p o r t a n t t o r e a c h o u t t o t h e r u r a l 

a r e a s and a r e a s t h a t need p r i m a r y c a r e 

p r a c t i t i o n e r s . And t h a t i s s o m e t h i n g where I am 

f o c u s e d on. 

I had t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o v i s i t LECOM. I 

was so i m p r e s s e d w i t h n o t o n l y t h e d i v e r s i t y o f t h e i r 

med s c h o o l c l a s s b u t t h e i r commitment t o r e a c h i n g 

o u t . 

I've a c t u a l l y been a p p r o a c h e d -- and I 

won't m e n t i o n t h e s t a t e . A n o t h e r s t a t e , t h e y w o u l d 

l i k e t o see t h a t model we have i n LECOM, w h i c h i s t h e 

l a r g e s t m e d i c a l s c h o o l i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . I'm 

p r o u d t o say t h e y ' r e h e r e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

But one o f t h e t h i n g s I'm a l s o w o r k i n g 

on t o a d d r e s s t h a t i s s u e i s I'd l i k e t o see 

t e l e m e d i c i n e and by -- when I m e n t i o n t e l e m e d i c i n e I 

don't mean e v e r r e p l a c i n g t h e p h y s i c i a n / p a t i e n t 

r e l a t i o n s h i p , t h e l a y i n g on o f hands w h i c h i s so 

c r u c i a l when y o u ' r e t a k i n g c a r e o f a p a t i e n t , 

a c t u a l l y b e i n g t h e r e w i t h them. 

But i t ' s t h e communal s u p p o r t . I t ' s 

g e t t i n g t h a t c o n s u l t from t h e s p e c i a l i s t o r 

s u b s p e c i a l i s t t h a t may be i n t h e i n n e r c i t y , t o r e a c h 

out t o t h e s e c o m m u n i t i e s so t h e y can a l s o g e t --



b e n e f i t from t h a t knowledge t h a t may save l i v e s and 

improve t h e q u a l i t y o f l i f e . 

So t h e s e a r e a l l i m p o r t a n t t h i n g s I'm 

w o r k i n g on and I'm c o m m i t t e d t o . 

REP. CAUSER: I w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e t h e 

i n f o r m a t i o n . I f you can -- i f you can p r o v i d e , you 

know, where t h e s e p r a c t i t i o n e r s a r e , how t h e s e f u n d s 

a r e b e i n g expended and -- and, you know, t h r o u g h t h e 

l o a n repayment program where a r e t h e s e p r o v i d e r s t h a t 

a r e h a v i n g t h e i r l o a n s r e p a i d ? 

I'm p a r t i c u l a r l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h , you 

know, OB d o c t o r s i n r u r a l a r e a s . You know, I come 

from one o f t h e most r u r a l p a r t s t h e s t a t e . I n 

P o t t e r County we have an i m p e n d i n g s h o r t a g e o f OB 

d o c t o r s f o r -- f o r women and, you know, t o -- t o 

t r a v e l t o t h e n e x t a v a i l a b l e h o s p i t a l i s about 50 

m i l e s . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Uh-huh. 

REP. CAUSER: And -- and, you know, so 

i t ' s a s e r i o u s c o n c e r n t h a t we -- t h a t we have. So 

t h e d e t a i l s o f -- o f t h a t p a r t i c u l a r program and how 

y o u r d epartment may be a b l e t o use t h a t p rogram t o -¬

t o h e l p our r u r a l a r e a w o u l d be v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g . 

SECRETARY AVILA: I can g i v e you some -¬

t h e f o u r c u r r e n t programs t h a t we have. Community 



P r i m a r y C h a l l e n g e G r a n t Program, t h e P r i m a r y H e a l t h 

P r a c t i t i o n e r and Loan Program, t h e J-1 V i s a W a i v e r 

Program, and t h e N a t i o n a l H e a l t h S e r v i c e s Corps 

program. 

Now, g e t t i n g t o OB. T h a t ' s o f 

p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t t o me where -- where I -- I -- I 

came from, one h o s p i t a l o v e r n i g h t d e c i d e d , we're 

g o i n g -- g e t t i n g r i d o f OB. The c l o s e s t h o s p i t a l was 

an hour away, an academic s t a t e u n i v e r s i t y . 

I had H i s p a n i c women g i v i n g b i r t h i n 

c a b s . And I spoke t o my dad. My dad was a cab 

d r i v e r i n New Yo r k f o r many, many y e a r s . He's a 

m i n i s t e r now. Went t o s e m i n a r y a t n i g h t s c h o o l 

and -- and s p e n t many y e a r s d o i n g t h a t . 

But b e f o r e I was b o r n , t h e r e was 

a c t u a l l y a c o u r s e t h a t c a b b i e s c o u l d t a k e i n New Yo r k 

C i t y so t h e y c o u l d d e l i v e r . I -- I'm s u r e t h e r e ' s no 

c a r r i e r t h a t w o u l d a l l o w t h a t now. 

But I j o k i n g l y m e n t i o n e d t o t h e 

l e g i s l a t u r e where I was b e f o r e , so what a r e we g o i n g 

t o do now, s t a r t c e r t i f y i n g c a b b i e s t o d e l i v e r t h e s e 

c h i l d r e n i n t h e cabs? Now on t o p o f t h a t we don't 

have t h e o l d C h e c k e r Cabs w h i c h a r e l i k e a s m a l l 

w a i t i n g room from back i n t h e 50s. 

So i t ' s a p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e r n t o me t o 



see t h i s . So i t ' s h a p p e n i n g h e r e . And I'm h e r e and 

I'm h e a r i n g about i t . But I'm j u s t l e t t i n g you know 

i t ' s h a p p e n i n g a r o u n d t h i s c o u n t r y , and i t ' s 

s o m e t h i n g we need t o s t a r t a d d r e s s i n g . 

T h i s i s why I'm -- I'm c o m m i t t e d t o 

t h e s e programs t o b r i n g i n p r i m a r y c a r e p r a c t i t i o n e r s 

t h r o u g h o u t t h i s s t a t e . We have a l a r g e s t a t e . 

REP. CAUSER: I guess one o f t h e r e a s o n s 

I r a i s e d i t because -- and I ' l l use P o t t e r County as 

an example, a g a i n . The h o s p i t a l , t h e one h o s p i t a l i n 

P o t t e r County, d e s i g n a t e d as a c r i t i c a l a c c e s s 

h o s p i t a l , v e r y r u r a l a r e a , as I s a i d , has an 

i m p e n d i n g s h o r t a g e o f OB s e r v i c e s , and t o t r a v e l t o 

the n e x t n e a r e s t h o s p i t a l w o u l d be 50 m i l e s i n 

e i t h e r -- i n any d i r e c t i o n . 

So I wanted t o r a i s e t h a t i s s u e w i t h 

you. And i f t h e r e ' s a n y t h i n g t h a t we can do t h r o u g h 

the program, t h r o u g h t h e a p p r o p r i a t i o n t h a t you 

have t o -- t o a s s i s t i n t h a t r u r a l a r e a t h a t w o u l d be 

v e r y b e n e f i c i a l . 

SECRETARY AVILA: And I a p p r e c i a t e 

t h a t . And i f you wou l d a l l o w me, I wou l d -- I w o u l d 

l i k e t o v i s i t w i t h you. 

REP. CAUSER: We'd — we'd l o v e t o have 

you come up. And any a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n you can 



p r o v i d e t o t h e c h a i r m a n I ' d -- I'd a p p r e c i a t e i t . 

SECRETARY AVILA: More t h a n happy t o . 

REP. CAUSER: Thank you, Mr. S e c r e t a r y . 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

The n e x t q u e s t i o n w i l l be by 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P a r k e r . 

REP. PARKER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

And -- and h e l l o , Mr. S e c r e t a r y . 

SECRETARY AVILA: H i . 

REP. PARKER: You know, one o f t h e -¬

th e c h a l l e n g e s f o r t h e Department o f H e a l t h y o u ' r e 

c h a r g e d w i t h p r o m o t i n g t h e h e a l t h y l i f e s t y l e s and 

d e l i v e r i n g q u a l i t y h e a l t h c a r e f o r a l l . 

And, Mr. S e c r e t a r y , I was j u s t s h a r i n g 

w i t h one o f my c o l l e a g u e s , I remember when you were 

j u s t f i r s t h e r e , you were j u s t a r r i v i n g l a s t y e a r , we 

were d e a l i n g w i t h t h e G o s n e l l -¬

SECRETARY AVILA: Yes. 

REP. PARKER: -- case t h a t t o o k p l a c e i n 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Yes. 

REP. PARKER: And I remember b e i n g 

e x t r e m e l y i m p r e s s e d by your p r o a c t i v e s t a n c e and s o r t 



o f o u t l i n e f o r t h e immediate v i s i t a t i o n o f 

f r e e - s t a n d i n g a b o r t i o n c l i n i c s and p r o v i d e r s a c r o s s 

t h e Commonwealth. 

I mean you -- I remember you even 

r e a d i n g t h e s c h e d u l e f o r us o f your v i s i t s and -- and 

s o r t o f t h e outcomes o f t h o s e l o c a t i o n s . And I 

a p p r e c i a t e d y o u r due d i l i g e n c e . 

I'm not s u r e i f e v e r y o n e e l s e had t h e 

s o r t o f same c o n f i d e n c e i n your a b i l i t y t o o v e r s e e 

t h o s e i n s t i t u t i o n s , t o make s u r e t h a t -- t h a t t h e y 

were r e g u l a t e d and f u n c t i o n i n g p r o p e r l y , b ecause t h i s 

body s t i l l s ought t o p a s s Senate B i l l 732 w h i c h 

r e q u i r e d t h o s e t h r e e f r e e - s t a n d i n g c l i n i c s and 

p r o v i d e r s t o comply w i t h ASF, t h e a m b u l a t o r y s u r g i c a l 

f a c i l i t y r e q u i r e m e n t s , and t h a t t h e y d i d . And t h i s 

was done a l l under t h e g u i s e o f p r o t e c t i n g women's 

h e a l t h and s a f e t y . 

And so now we f i n d o u r s e l v e s , a f t e r t h e 

pas s a g e o f 732, w i t h t h i s s o r t -- s o r t o f n a t i o n a l 

and g l o b a l d e b a t e and a t t e n t i o n on a b i l l t h a t was 

r e c e n t l y p a s s e d i n V i r g i n i a r e q u i r i n g women, p r i o r t o 

g e t t i n g a b o r t i o n s e r v i c e s , t o g e t a t r a n s v a g i n a l 

u l t r a s o u n d b e f o r e t h e y do i t . Now, g r a n t e d , t h e 

V i r g i n i a b i l l was amended. They t o o k t h e 

t r a n s v a g i n a l u l t r a s o u n d l a n g u a g e o ut o f i t . 



But i t was -- i t was p a s s e d y e s t e r d a y . 

So a l l eyes were on V i r g i n i a , b u t a l l eyes a l s o r i g h t 

now c o u l d be on P e n n s y l v a n i a b ecause we have a b i l l , 

w h i c h i s House B i l l 1077, and, once a g a i n , t h e -- t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a M e d i c a l S o c i e t y , a l o n g w i t h t h e A m e r i c a n 

C o l l e g e o f O b s t e t r i c i a n s and G y n e c o l o g i s t s , t h e y have 

once a g a i n s a i d as i t r e l a t e s t o House B i l l 1077, t h e 

way t h e y d i d f o r Senate B i l l 732, t h a t t h e y don't 

s u p p o r t t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n . They b e l i e v e i t ' s 

m e d i c a l l y u n n e c e s s a r y . 

And, you know, f o r t h e sake o f t h o s e 

who -- who -- who may be w a t c h i n g , t h i s P e n n s y l v a n i a 

M e d i c a l S o c i e t y , a l o n g w i t h t h i s C o l l e g e o f 

O b s t e t r i c i a n s and G y n e c o l o g i s t s , t h e s e a r e n o t 

t r a d i t i o n a l l o b b y o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h a t we w o u l d 

c o n s i d e r t o be a p r o l i f e o r p r o c h o i c e group. 

These a r e m e d i c a l p r o f e s s i o n a l s o f t h e 

l a r g e s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s , c o m p r i s e d o f m e d i c a l 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s i n t h e Commonwealth and a c r o s s our 

n a t i o n . 

And t h e y t o l d us t h a t , no, t h i s b i l l 

i s -- i s not n e c e s s a r y . 

Has t h e d e partment t a k e n an o f f i c i a l 

p o s i t i o n on House B i l l 1077 and what i s your t h i n k i n g 

r e g a r d i n g t h i s i s s u e ? 



SECRETARY AVILA: We h a v e n ' t t a k e n an 

o f f i c i a l s t a n c e on i t , and we're r e v i e w i n g i t and -¬

as we r e v i e w a n y t h i n g -- any l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t i s 

h e a l t h r e l a t e d o r a f f e c t s t h e h e a l t h o f t h e p e o p l e o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

So w e ' l l be g o i n g o v e r i t . I can a s s u r e 

you o f t h a t . 

REP. PARKER: W i l l you t h i n k t h a t you 

w i l l have your p o s i t i o n and w i l l i t be made p u b l i c 

p r i o r t h e v o t i n g on -- o f t h i s b i l l ? 

B ecause as -- o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s and/or 

o t h e r d e p a r t m e n t s u s u a l l y make s u r e t h e y w eigh i n on 

what t h e d e p a r t m e n t ' s p e r s p e c t i v e i s on a p a r t i c u l a r 

l e g i s l a t i v e i n i t i a t i v e we're w o r k i n g on, t h e y u s u a l l y 

l e t us know w h i l e t h e b i l l i s b e i n g d e b a t e d i n 

committee o r b e f o r e i t a c t u a l l y comes t o t h e f l o o r 

f o r a v o t e , what t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s o f f i c i a l 

p o s i t i o n i s . 

So i f t h a t ' s s o m e t h i n g you w o u l d be a b l e 

t o f o r w a r d t o b o t h Chairman A d o l p h and Markosek, b u t 

do you see i t coming i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: I'm s u r e i t w i l l be. 

I h a t e t o s p e c u l a t e , because I h a t e b r e a k i n g any t y p e 

of p r o m i s e s . But i t ' s c e r t a i n l y on t h e r a d a r , and we 

w i l l do our b e s t t o r e v i e w i t i n a t i m e l y f a s h i o n . 



REP. PARKER: Okay. Can we j u s t 

q u i c k l y , s i r , go back t o Senate B i l l 732 w h i c h 

r e q u i r e d t h o s e f r e e - s t a n d i n g a b o r t i o n c l i n i c s and 

p r o v i d e r s t o comply w i t h t h e ASF r e g u l a t i o n s . 

Take us back, i f you w i l l , t o -- t h i s t o 

me i s an a l r e a d y r e g u l a t e d i n d u s t r y t h a t , a g a i n , I 

a p p l a u d e d about your v i s i t s t o them l a s t y e a r and 

j u s t making s u r e t h a t t h e y were a l l up t o code and 

h e a l t h d e p artment s t a n d a r d s . 

Do you have an update f o r us where we 

a r e on t h a t i s s u e on our f r e e - s t a n d i n g p r o v i d e r s and 

c l i n i c s ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: S u r e . I a t t e n d e d t h e 

m a j o r i t y o f t h e s e f a c i l i t i e s . A c t u a l l y 23 out o f t h e 

25. When t i m e and my s c h e d u l e p e r m i t s I w i l l f i n i s h 

t h e o t h e r two. 

I a t t e n d e d . The r e s u l t s a r e -- a r e 

a v a i l a b l e . I wanted t o make s u r e t h e r e was c o m p l e t e 

t r a n s p a r e n c y on t h e web, and I encourage you t o l o o k 

on t h e web. 

We have a new law t h a t I have t o -¬

w h i c h a s k s t h e Department o f H e a l t h , mandates t h e 

Department o f H e a l t h t o implement, t o be implemented, 

and we're w o r k i n g on t h a t . 

To g i v e you a -- an u p d a t e . We s e n t o u t 



a l i c e n s u r e package t o a l l t h e f a c i l i t i e s i n t h e 

b e g i n n i n g o f J a n u a r y . The e x c e p t i o n s p r o c e s s i s 

underway f o r t h e f a c i l i t i e s , and we a r e m e e t i n g and 

w o r k i n g w i t h t h e a f f e c t e d p a r t i e s . 

And i n t h a t i n t e r i m we a l s o have a -- a 

c o n f i r m e d d e p u t y s e c r e t a r y o f q u a l i t y a s s u r a n c e , who 

I have g r e a t f a i t h i n , and i s s i t t i n g b e h i n d me. 

So I'm s u r e t h a t we w i l l be a b l e t o 

implement t h e law t h a t ' s been g i v e n t o us t o 

i m plement. 

REP. PARKER: Uh-huh. W e l l , t h a n k you, 

Mr. S e c r e t a r y . 

L e t me j u s t n o t e i n c l o s i n g t h a t I 

r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e t h i s y e a r , and even t h i s l a s t y e a r , 

t h e p a s s i o n you seem t o communicate about your 

commitment t o women and OB/GYN s e r v i c e s and making 

s u r e t h a t women get c o n n e c t e d t o t h o s e s e r v i c e and 

t h a t b a b i e s and i n f a n t s g e t c o n n e c t e d t o t h e s e r v i c e s 

t h a t t h e y need, even i n t h e m i d s t o f t h e f i n a n c i a l 

c r i s i s t h a t our Commonwealth i s f a c i n g r i g h t now. 

And s o r t o f w i t h t h a t -- t h a t b e i n g our 

c o n c e r n , I j u s t hope we r e a l l y s t a y f o c u s e d , b e c a u s e 

we know many o f t h e OB/GYNs d e p a r t m e n t s i n h o s p i t a l s 

have been c l o s e d , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e s o u t h e a s t e r n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a r e g i o n , and we t a l k e d about t h a t d u r i n g 



t h e l a s t t e r m. 

But I j u s t hope t h a t we don't p u t a l l o f 

our f o c u s on h e l p i n g a woman o r -- o r making 

government f o r c e women o r t e l l i n g a woman how t o 

d e c i d e what t o do and t h e n p r i o r t o a woman making a 

d e c i s i o n about how she c a r r i e s out a p r e g n a n c y and 

whether o r n o t she d e c i d e s t o c a r r y out a p r e g n a n c y , 

I hope we p r o v i d e t h a t same s e r v i c e when she d e c i d e s 

t h a t ' s what she's g o i n g t o do. 

So t h a t we're n o t o n l y c o n c e r n e d about 

what happens t o a woman on t h e f r o n t end b u t we're 

a l s o s u p p o r t i n g h e r d u r i n g t h e p r e g n a n c y p r o c e s s . 

So t h a n k you, Mr. C h a i r . 

SECRETARY AVILA: And I wanted t o say 

t h a t I m a i n t a i n my commitment t o m a i n t a i n t h e h e a l t h 

and s a f e t y -- s a f e g u a r d i n g t h e h e a l t h o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

As t o t h e G o s n e l l c a s e , y e s , i t h i t 

home. T h i s i s P e n n s y l v a n i a . T h i s happened h e r e . 

But t h i s i s more o f a w o r l d wide i s s u e . 

I was a p p r o a c h e d by c o l l e a g u e s from a l l o v e r -- I'm 

not young. So I've been a r o u n d f o r a w h i l e . I've 

got -- and I a l s o have f r i e n d s . 

And I was a p p r o a c h e d even from H a w a i i 

c o n g r a t u l a t i n g me f o r t h e -- t h e -- f o r t h e 



a p p o i n t m e n t , b u t a l s o a s k i n g me what's g o i n g on? 

There was c o n c e r n . T h i s p a r t i c u l a r i n d i v i d u a l was 

someone I t r a i n e d w i t h who was t h e f i r s t 

A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n n u c l e a r c a r d i o l o g i s t i n H a w a i i . 

And he c o n t a c t e d me. He s a i d , E l i , 

c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s . What's g o i n g on? 

I t h i n k t h i s s e n t r e v e r b e r a t i o n s a r o u n d 

t h e w o r l d . And -- and I t h i n k t h a t we've been 

s t r o n g , and we've been d e a l i n g w i t h t h e -- w i t h t h e 

i s s u e i n t h e a p p r o p r i a t e and b e s t manner p o s s i b l e . 

A t l e a s t t h a t ' s a l w a y s been my 

commitment, and I'm a man o f my word. 

REP. PARKER: Thank you, s i r . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Uh-huh. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mauree G i n g r i c h . 

REP. GINGRICH: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

Gentlemen, t h a n k you so much f o r b e i n g 

h e r e . Good t o see you a l l , and t h a n k you f o r your -¬

your t i m e and e n l i g h t e n m e n t i n a l l o w i n g t h i s 

d i a l o g u e . 

I want t o t a l k a l i t t l e b i t about h e a l t h 

c a r e a s s o c i a t e d i n f e c t i o n s . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Okay. 



REP. GINGRICH: Which we sometimes r e f e r 

t o as h o s p i t a l - a c q u i r e d i n f e c t i o n s o r H -- HAIs. 

I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t we have e x p e r i e n c e d , 

and t h i s i s a good t h i n g , a drop s l i g h t l y between t h e 

y e a r s 2010 and 2011. Do you have any i d e a what t h o s e 

numbers o r p e r c e n t a g e s m i g h t be? Or i s t h a t 

s o m e t h i n g you can l e t us know as a -- as a 

committee? 

I ' d l i k e t o know j u s t what t h e 

d e f i n i t i o n o f s l i g h t i s o r -- i t ' s t h e r i g h t 

d i r e c t i o n o b v i o u s l y . 

SECRETARY AVILA: I'd be more t h a n happy 

t o p r o v i d e you w i t h t h a t . I -- c e r t a i n l y when i t 

comes t o numbers, I want t o get them r i g h t . 

So I don't have them o f f t h e t o p o f my 

head. I don't have them i n my n o t e s . I w i l l get 

back t o t h e Chairman w i t h t h o s e numbers. 

REP. GINGRICH: A p p r e c i a t e i t . 

SECRETARY AVILA: P r o v i d e t h o s e 

p r o m p t l y . 

REP. GINGRICH: A p p r e c i a t e t h a t v e r y 

much. And I know t h a t w h i l e -- w h i l e t h a t i s -- i s 

e x a c t l y what we want t o h e a r , and, you know, t h e 

h i g h e r t h e p e r c e n t a g e t h e h a p p i e r w e ' l l be. 

W h i l e we have maybe fewer i n s t a n c e s , we 



do have more r e s i s t a n t s t r a i n s now from -- f rom what 

we a l l r e a d and know t o be so. T h a t ' s k i n d o f an 

i n t e r e s t o f mine. E s p e c i a l l y i n l i g h t o f t h e f a c t 

t h a t we have a l s o t h e p r i v i l e g e o f a g r e a t d e a l o f 

advancement i n m e d i c a l t e c h n o l o g y , i n m e d i c a l 

equipment, and -- and a l l t h a t . 

So i t l e a d s me t o ask i n l i g h t o f our 

f o c u s on h o s p i t a l - a c q u i r e d i n f e c t i o n s and t h e 

s o p h i s t i c a t e d equipment, sometimes r o b o t i c s , 

o b v i o u s l y more c o m p l i c a t e d t o c l e a n and m a i n t a i n , 

knowing f u l l w e l l t h a t t h e days o f t h e d i s h w a s h e r and 

a u t o c l a v e a r e done and t h e r e s i s t a n t s t r a i n s we're 

d e a l i n g w i t h , how -- i f you a r e , how a r e you d e a l i n g 

w i t h some o f t h a t by r e g u l a t i o n o r t r a i n i n g ? 

I see t h a t t h e H e a l t h Care A s s o c i a t e d 

I n f e c t i o n P r e v e n t i o n Program, w h i c h I'd l i k e t o know 

more about, e x i s t s i n y o u r d e p a r t m e n t . I'm 

w o n d e r i n g , i n t r a i n i n g and i n m e e t i n g c e r t i f i c a t i o n 

and a b i l i t i e s t o do t h e j o b t h a t i s now much more 

c o m p l i c a t e d , what you -- how you m i g h t be a d d r e s s i n g 

t h a t , i f i n any way? I' d a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 

SECRETARY AVILA: W e l l , t h e r e ' s some 

r e a l b a s i c t h o u g h t s when i t comes t o t h a t . And, y e s , 

we do have t h a t e d u c a t i o n p i e c e . 

But t h a t i s k e e p i n g up on what a r e t h e 



s t r a i n s t h a t a r e out t h e r e . What a r e -- why have 

t h e y become r e s i s t a n c e ? Maybe i n a c e r t a i n a r e a 

someone went o f f g i v i n g a c e r t a i n amount o f 

a n t i b i o t i c when t h e y s h o u l d n ' t have. So you d e v e l o p 

p l a s m a -- I'm s u r e y o u ' r e f a m i l i a r w i t h . 

REP. GINGRICH: Yes. 

SECRETARY AVILA: And t h e y i n c o r p o r a t e 

t h e i r n u c l e a r m a t e r i a l i n making t h e -- t h e -- t h e -¬

th e -- t h e p a t h o g e n more r e s i s t a n t . I t ' s a m a t t e r o f 

d i s c u s s i n g -- l o o k i n g a t t h o s e p a t t e r n s w h i c h our 

e p i d e m i o l o g i s t s l o o k a t , l o o k i n g a t t h o s e p a t t e r n s 

and s a y i n g , okay, we need t o be aware t h a t maybe more 

e d u c a t i o n , b ecause t h i s r e s i s t a n t s t r a i n needs t o be 

g i v e n i n t h i s p a r t o f t h e s t a t e . 

So t h i s i s how I know t h a t we g e t 

i n v o l v e d . 

REP. GINGRICH: L e t ' s t a l k about t h e 

d u r a l m e d i c a l goods and t h e equipment and t h e c a r e 

o f -- t h e m a i n t e n a n c e , t h e c l e a n i n g , t h e 

s t e r i l i z a t i o n , t h e f u n c t i o n a l i t y . 

Any d o c t o r i n an o p e r a t i n g room d e s e r v e s 

t o know he can be as c l o s e t o a hun d r e d p e r c e n t s u r e 

as he can be t h a t t h a t equipment i s i n good w o r k i n g 

c o n d i t i o n and has been c l e a n e d and s t e r i l i z e d 

p r o p e r l y . 



Has t h e r e been any a d d i t i o n a l t r a i n i n g , 

r e g u l a t i o n ? The equipment most d e f i n i t e l y has 

changed. I don't know t h a t t h e t r a i n i n g on t h e 

equipment -- some o f i t even s h a r e d between 

h o s p i t a l s -- has k e p t up w i t h t h a t l e v e l o f 

e d u c a t i o n . 

And I'm -- I'm a s k i n g you i f , w i t h i n t h e 

d e p a r t m e n t , o r a r e you l e a v i n g t h a t up t o each 

i n d i v i d u a l h o s p i t a l ? How i s t h a t h a n d l e d t h r o u g h t h e 

Department o f H e a l t h ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: You want t o ? Okay. 

N e i l wanted t o t a k e i t . I have some b a s i c p r e c e p t s 

b ecause o f t h e n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t a d d r e s s e s 

t h o s e s p e c i f i c i s s u e s , b u t N e i l w i l l -¬

REP. GINGRICH: I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t , N e i l . 

LEGISLATIVE DIR. MALADY: Good 

a f t e r n o o n , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

REP. GINGRICH: Good a f t e r n o o n . 

LEGISLATIVE DIR. MALADY: I — we a r e 

aware and we have -- we l o o k f o r w a r d t o w o r k i n g w i t h 

you. 

I know t h a t you have i n t e r e s t i n 

i n t r o d u c i n g l e g i s l a t i o n t o d e a l w i t h t h e c e n t r a l 

s t e r i l e t e c h n i c i a n c e r t i f i c a t i o n a c t and our f o l k s 

a r e c u r r e n t l y l o o k i n g a t t h a t and we l o o k f o r w a r d --



REP. GINGRICH: I a p p r e c i a t e y o u r 

i n t e r e s t . And sometimes t h e s e t h i n g s can be done 

i n - h o u s e , sometimes by r e g u l a t i o n s . But i t ' s an 

i s s u e t h a t I know i s -- i s -- i s s o m e t h i n g t h a t we 

need t o pay a t t e n t i o n t o . 

LEGISLATIVE DIR. MALADY: H o p e f u l l y 

w e ' l l have as much l u c k as we d i d on t h e i n d e p e n d e n t 

i n f o r m a l d i s p u t e r e s o l u t i o n . 

REP. GINGRICH: You know what? I wanted 

t o m e n t i o n t h a t , and t h e n w e ' l l move on i n t h e 

e s s e n c e o f t i m e . 

I want t o e x p r e s s my a p p r e c i a t i o n . What 

a p l e a s u r e i t was t o work w i t h t h e Department o f 

H e a l t h , on a r e c e n t l y p a s s e d b i l l , s i g n e d i n t o law, 

and i t ' s soon t o be i m p l e m e n t e d and t h a t ' s c a l l e d t h e 

i n d e p e n d e n t i n f o r m a l d i s p u t e r e s o l u t i o n , w h i c h i s an 

-- an amazing r e s o u r c e i n t h e n u r s i n g home i n d u s t r y . 

And y o u r i n t e r e s t and c a r e about how a l l 

t h a t i s done i s r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e d . 

And t h e n I ask my f i n a l q u e s t i o n . A r e 

you r e a d y f o r t h a t i m p l e m e n t a t i o n w i t h i n t h e 

dep a r t m e n t and we're r e a d y -- r e a d y t o r o l l w i t h 

t h a t ? 

LEGISLATIVE DIR. MALADY: We a r e moving 

f o r w a r d and we w i l l have a r e p o r t f o r you i n s h o r t 



o r d e r . I know i t goes i n t o e f f e c t sometime i n 

A p r i l . I'm not e x a c t l y s u r e o f t h e d a t e , b u t our new 

de p u t y , A n n i e M a r i e Sossong, w i l l be o v e r t o v i s i t 

w i t h you. 

REP. GINGRICH: E x c e l l e n t r e s o u r c e and 

th a n k you -¬

LEGISLATIVE DIR. MALADY: S u r e . 

REP. GINGRICH: — f o r w o r k i n g on t h a t . 

And t h a n k you a l l . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e B r a d f o r d . 

REP. BRADFORD: Thank you, Chairman. 

And t h a n k you, S e c r e t a r y . I wanted t o 

f o l l o w up on some o f t h e q u e s t i o n s t h a t 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S m i t h had a s k e d about t h e r e d i r e c t i o n 

o f t o b a c c o s e t t l e m e n t f u n d s , l a r g e l y t o t h e p u b l i c 

w e l f a r e b u d g e t . 

And o b v i o u s l y from t h e s o u t h e a s t t h e r e ' s 

a l o t o f i n t e r e s t i n where a r e t h e s e fu n d s and t h e 

r e s e a r c h t h a t i t c u r r e n t l y f u n d s , a l o t o f t h e s e 

i n s t i t u t i o n s o b v i o u s l y a r e n o t o n l y p r o v i d i n g v e r y 

i m p o r t a n t l i f e - s a v i n g r e s e a r c h , b u t i t ' s a huge j o b 

c r e a t o r and o b v i o u s l y t h e r e ' s a huge s y n e r g y i n t h e 

s o u t h e a s t w i t h a l o t o f t h e work t h a t ' s b e i n g done. 

So I guess my q u e s t i o n goes a c t u a l l y 



more t o s o m e t h i n g you r a i s e d i n terms o f a l t e r n a t i v e 

r e s e a r c h you'd l i k e t o see g e t done, and I don't 

t h i n k anyone wants t o be a l a r m i s t s , b u t w i t h t h e new 

M a r c e l l u s i n d u s t r y you had r a i s e d M a r c e l l u s as one 

a r e a o f c o n c e r n t h a t you'd l i k e t o see a d d i t i o n a l 

r e s e a r c h . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Uh-huh. 

REP. BRADFORD: And -- and t r u l y I 

a p p r e c i a t e i t ' s a tremendous j o b s o p p o r t u n i t y and 

i t ' s a tremendous o p p o r t u n i t y f o r us t o e s t a b l i s h 

e n e r g y i n d e p e n d e n c e . 

But s i n c e t h e i s s u e o f p u b l i c h e a l t h has 

been r a i s e d v i s - a - v i s M a r c e l l u s , and, a g a i n , I don't 

t h i n k anyone wants t o be a l a r m i s t s and t h e r e ' s been 

some s e n s a t i o n a l , n o t n e c e s s a r i l y f a c t - b a s e d , 

r e p o r t i n g , p r o b a b l y on b o t h s i d e s , w h i c h has done 

r e a l harm t o h a v i n g a good p u b l i c d i s c o u r s e about t h e 

p u b l i c h e a l t h . 

But when you t a l k e d about t h e heavy 

m e t a l s t h a t a r e i n v o l v e d and t h e --and t h e f r a c k i n g 

f l u i d s and some o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t a r e p o t e n t i a l l y 

g e t t i n g i n t o t h e p u b l i c h e a l t h , from t h e s o u t h e a s t we 

o b v i o u s l y don't n e c e s s a r i l y have t h e d r i l l i n g , b u t 

we're a l l c o n c e r n e d about our ground w a t e r . 

What k i n d o f r e s e a r c h s p e c i f i c a l l y w o u l d 



you l i k e t o see i n terms o f t h e M a r c e l l u s ? Would i t 

go t o w a r d s t h e ground w a t e r , a i r q u a l i t y ? And I ' d 

j u s t l i k e you t o o p i n e on t h a t i f you w o u l d . 

SECRETARY AVILA: S u r e . As I had 

t e s t i f i e d b e f o r e t o t h e committee, I ' d l i k e t o see -¬

and by t h e way, we do -- we do r e s p o n d t o a l l 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l h e a l t h c o m p l a i n t s w i t h i n t h e 

d e p a r t m e n t . 

Each one i s e v a l u a t e d . And when I say 

e v a l u a t e d , t h a t means t h e t y p i c a l l y EIS o r t h e -- t h e 

E p i d e m i c I n t e l l i g e n c e S e r v i c e a p p r o a c h where you 

d e f i n e a c a s e , you go out t h e r e , you c o l l e c t s a m p l e s , 

you -- you t r y t o get h i s t o r i e s . We're v e r y t h o r o u g h 

about t h a t . 

As a s c i e n t i s t and as an e p i d e m i o l o g i s t , 

I w o u l d l i k e t o see, as I have t e s t i f i e d b e f o r e , a 

c o l l e c t i o n o f d a t a where you have c o h o r t s t h a t you 

can f o l l o w , can compare, and t h a t ' s an i d e a l 

s i t u a t i o n . 

We a r e p a r t n e r i n g w i t h s c h o o l s o f p u b l i c 

h e a l t h t o see i f we can g e t t h e s e t h i n g s done. And, 

t h a t i s , you can have, f o r example, a s t u d y where t h e 

end s i z e , t h e s i z e o f t h e s t u d y i s 50. The power o f 

t h e s t u d y w i l l n o t be v e r y e f f e c t i v e . C o n f i d e n c e 

l e v e l s w i l l be v e r y w i d e . 



You want t o na r r o w t h a t down by h a v i n g a 

l a r g e s t u d y s i z e , and t h i s i s where my c o n c e r n s a r e 

w i t h s t u d i e s t h a t a r e out t h e r e on t h e i r own and 

anyone t h a t m i g h t be j u s t o u t t o p r o v e s o m e t h i n g t h a t 

t h e y ' r e l o o k i n g f o r . 

I a p p r o a c h i t as a c o m p l e t e p u r i s t . I'm 

not g o i n g t o assume a n y t h i n g . L e t ' s see what we 

f i n d . What t h e d a t a shows u s . 

And t h a t r e q u i r e s a l o t o f d a t a 

c o l l e c t i n g when i t comes t o h e a l t h , and t h a t ' s t h e 

a p p r o a c h , t h e f l a v o r , p a r a d i g m t h a t I t r i e d t o g e t 

a c r o s s . 

REP. BRADFORD: Uh-huh. 

SECRETARY AVILA: And what g u i d e s me. 

REP. BRADFORD: And I guess my q u e s t i o n 

i s as a n o n s c i e n t i s t , b u t i t -- we a l l h e a r t h e 

c o n c e r n s . What a r e t h e p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e r n s t h a t a r e 

b e i n g r a i s e d t h a t a r e making t h e s e -- what a r e t h e 

p a r t i c u l a r h e a l t h i m p a c t s t h a t a r e b e i n g r a i s e d , r e d 

f l a g s t h a t a r e g o i n g o f f , t h a t a r e coming t o your 

o f f i c e t h a t needs -- needs t o be a d d r e s s e d o r 

r e s e a r c h e d as you i n d i c a t e d ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: Up t o t h i s p o i n t , none 

o f t h e h e a l t h c o n c e r n s have been s u b s t a n t i a t e d by 

what i s g o i n g on o r a f f i l i a t e d w i t h M a r c e l l u s s h a l e 



d r i l l i n g . A t t h i s p o i n t . T h e re's none. 

REP. BRADFORD: So — so you'd l i k e t o 

s u b s t a n t i a t e , b u t what e x a c t l y i s b e i n g r a i s e d ? I 

u n d e r s t a n d you l o o k i n g t o s u b s t a n t i a t e . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Oh. There — t h e r e 

a r e -- o b v i o u s l y I c a n ' t go i n t o i t because o f 

p r i v a c y r e a s o n s , b u t t h e r e may be a c l a i m o f a 

c e r t a i n c a n c e r o r a c e r t a i n s k i n c o n d i t i o n . And when 

th e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s a r e done and i f t h e i n d i v i d u a l ' s 

c o m p l a i n t a r e f o r t h r i g h t and p r o v i d e f u l l m e d i c a l 

d o c u m e n t a t i o n , y o u ' l l go, w e l l , t h e r e a s o n you have 

t h a t i s n o t because o f t h e c l a i m o r t h e a l l e g a t i o n s , 

what i s g o i n g on w i t h M a r c e l l u s s h a l e , b u t l o o k a t 

o t h e r c h e m i c a l s o f where you work t h a t you were 

exposed t o t h r o u g h o u t an e n t i r e c a r e e r , a l i f e t i m e . 

Look a t what you have been i n g e s t i n g . Look a t t h e -¬

t h i n g s l i k e t h a t . Because I don't -- t h e r e a r e 

p r i v a c y i s s u e s . But I have y e t t o see one. 

REP. BRADFORD: Got you. How k i n d o f -¬

maybe, a g a i n , from an o u t s i d e r , how does t h e 

j u r i s d i c t i o n i s s u e between DEP and t h e Department o f 

H e a l t h b r e a k down w i t h t h e s e i s s u e s ? Who's t h e l e a d 

agency? How does t h a t work -¬

SECRETARY AVILA: DEP i s -¬

REP. BRADFORD: -- p r a c t i c a l l y ? 



SECRETARY AVILA: — t h e l e a d agency. 

A l t h o u g h I d i d -- where I was b e f o r e , I was f o r t u n a t e 

enough t o be i n c h a r g e o f DEP. So I was -- r e a l l y 

had t h e p l e a s u r e o f h a v i n g H e a l t h and DEP. We w o u l d 

go i n and i n v e s t i g a t e t o g e t h e r . And t h a t was a 

w o n d e r f u l e x p e r i e n c e . 

O b v i o u s l y we're t a l k i n g about a s m a l l -¬

we're t a l k i n g about a c o u n t y . But h e r e we're now i n 

t h e s t a t e and we have a v e r y competent S e c r e t a r y o f 

DEP. 

So we communicate w i t h each o t h e r . 

We've opened t h o s e l i n e s . And t h e r e ' s even t a l k 

about s h a r i n g some o f our l a b s s p e c i a l i s t s t o work 

w i t h them i n t h e i r l a b s , t h e i r s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t l a b s 

t o m o n i t o r -- m o n i t o r . 

Because c h e m i c a l s , s p e c i f i c a l l y 

i n o r g a n i c s , heavy m e t a l s may be p r e s e n t e d i n a 

c e r t a i n way i n s o i l , i n an i n a n i -- i n a n i m a t e o r I 

s h o u l d say n o n o r g a n i c form. 

But once t h e y ' r e i n t h e body t h e r e a r e 

many o t h e r i n t e r a c t i o n s and t h e r e a r e d i f f e r e n t ways 

o f l o o k i n g f o r t h a t . And t h a t ' s where t h e Department 

o f H e a l t h has i t s -- has i t s s p e c i a l t y and i t s 

knowledge. And t h a t c o l l a b o r a t i v e work w i t h DEP, I 

t h i n k , w i l l -- w i l l -- w i l l b e a r f r u i t and -- and 



w e ' l l be a b l e t o work t o g e t h e r and c o n t i n u e 

p r o t e c t i n g t h e h e a l t h and s a f e t y o f P e n n s y l v a n i a n s . 

REP. BRADFORD: I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . But 

th e l o c a l i m p a c t l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t was p a s s e d , does 

t h a t p r o v i d e t h e Department o f H e a l t h w i t h t h e 

f u n d i n g i t needs t h a t m i g h t p r o v i d e an a l t e r n a t i v e 

s t r e a m o f revenue so t h a t we don't have t o use 

t o b a c c o s e t t l e m e n t f u n d s o r i s t h e Department o f 

H e a l t h l e f t out o f t h e e q u a t i o n i n terms o f an i m p a c t 

from t h e M a r c e l l u s s h a l e d r i l l i n g ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: From t h e law t h a t was 

p a s s e d between, I t h i n k , t h e l e g i s l a t i v e body and 

e x e c u t i v e body, we were n o t fu n d e d . But t h a t d o e s n ' t 

mean t h a t we don't c o n t i n u e d o i n g o ur work. We 

c o n t i n u e d o i n g our work. 

I can t e l l you t h a t we a r e r e s p o n d i n g 

and i n v e s t i g a t i n g e v e r y c o m p l a i n t . We're w o r k i n g 

w i t h t h e Commonwealth's s c h o o l s o f p u b l i c h e a l t h t o 

s h a r e d a t a and e n v i r o n m e n t a l h e a l t h e x p e r t i s e . 

We're a l s o w o r k i n g w i t h h e a l t h p r o v i d e r 

a s s o c i a t i o n s t o d e v e l o p e d u c a t i o n and t r a i n i n g , w h i c h 

were e l e m e n t s t h a t were a d o p t e d i n t o t h a t f i n a l 

r e p o r t . 

REP. BRADFORD: Uh-huh. That i s 

r e a s s u r i n g . And I can j u s t say on a p e r s o n a l n o t e 



o b v i o u s l y we're a l l d i s a p p o i n t e d t h a t c e r t a i n a r e a s 

were n o t f u n d e d i n t h e M a r c e l l u s b i l l . 

One o f t h e t h i n g s I want jump t o o r j u s t 

s w i t c h i n g g e a r s , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P a r k e r had m e n t i o n e d 

t h e G o s n e l l t r a g e d y and some o f t h e l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t 

has come out o f t h a t . 

You had m e n t i o n e d t h a t you've been t o 23 

o f t h e 25 f a c i l i t i e s i n t h e Commonwealth. Of t h o s e 

23, how many a t t h e t i m e o f y o u r i n s p e c t i o n was up t o 

t h e c o m p l i a n c e s t a n d a r d s s e t out i n t h e l e g i s l a t i o n ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: I wasn't i n s p e c t i n g t o 

t h a t . I was t h e r e t o f a m i l i a r i z e m y s e l f and see what 

was g o i n g on. 

The r e s u l t s -- I d i d s t a y f o r t h e 

e n t i r e t y o f t h e i n s p e c t i o n s and d i d l e a r n q u i t e a 

b i t . But t h o s e r e s u l t s , t h o s e s p e c i f i c s , I r e q u e s t a 

c o m p l e t e t r a n s p a r e n c y . 

I f t h e r e were d e f i c i e n c i e s , t h e y ' r e up 

on t h e web. And t h e r e q u i r e d p l a n s o f c o r r e c t i o n , 

t h e y ' r e a l s o on t h e web f o r e v e r y o n e t o see. 

So I w o u l d encourage you t o l o o k a t 

t h o s e , b ecause t h e r e were q u i t e a number o f them. 

REP. BRADFORD: No, and I d i d n ' t even 

r e a l i z e t h a t . So I a p p r e c i a t e you p o i n t i n g t h a t out 

about t h e web. 



Does you -- does anyone i n your 

d e p a r t m e n t know how many o f t h o s e 23, a t l e a s t as 

t h e y ' r e c u r r e n t l y f o r m u l a t e d , w i l l now p o s t your 

i n s p e c t i o n o r your v i s i t s ? Because your v i s i t s may 

a c t u a l l y p r e d a t e t h e e f f e c t i v e d a t e o f t h e 

l e g i s l a t i o n now t h a t I t h i n k about i t . 

SECRETARY AVILA: R i g h t . 

REP. BRADFORD: Do you have any i d e a o f 

how many o f t h o s e f a c i l i t i e s w i l l be c l o s e d as a 

r e s u l t o f t h e l e g i s l a t i o n ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: That w o u l d be p u r e 

s p e c u l a t i o n . T h ere's an e n t i r e e x c e p t i o n s p r o c e s s 

t h a t has t o -- t h a t -- t h a t i s a v a i l a b l e by -- by 

s t a t u t e . 

The e x c e p t i o n s p r o c e s s , i t ' s t h e same 

f o r any h e a l t h c a r e f a c i l i t y i n t h e Commonwealth. 

There's a f u n d a m e n t a l f a i r n e s s t o i t . T h ere's an 

e x c e p t i o n s c o m m i t t e e . There's a c t u a l l y an e n t i r e 

p r o t o c o l t h a t we w o u l d be more t h a n happy t o s h a r e 

w i t h -- w i t h -- w i t h t h e c h a i r m a n and t o g i v e you. 

But t h a t w o u l d -- t h a t w o u l d be p u r e 

s p e c u l a t i o n a t t h i s p o i n t . 

REP. BRADFORD: I w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e 

t h a t . I t h i n k we'd a l l l i k e t o know what t h e w a i v e r 

p r o c e s s i s . Because o b v i o u s l y one o f t h e c o n c e r n s 



f o r a l o t o f us i s t h e p o l i t i z a -- p o l i t i c i z a t i o n o f 

any such p r o c e s s , t h a t what's v i e w e d as m e d i c i n e 

c o u l d be u s e d t o r e a l l y p u r s u e a p o l i t i c a l agenda. 

SECRETARY AVILA: U n d e r s t o o d . 

REP. BRADFORD: Which k i n d o f t a k e s us 

t o 1077, w h i c h i s t h e use o f a m e d i c a l u l t r a s o u n d t o 

p u r s u e , i n some o f our o p i n i o n s , a p o l i t i c a l -¬

p o l i t i c a l ends. 

On t h a t i s s u e , 1077, as my 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g , r e q u i r e s a c l e a r image t o be made. A 

c l e a r image, my u n d e r s t a n d i n g , w o u l d r e q u i r e , a t 

l e a s t i n t h e e a r l y s t a g e s , an i n v a s i v e u l t r a s o u n d . 

I s t h a t y o u r o p i n i o n as a d o c t o r ? And 

how does t h a t p l a y o u t under t h e p r o p o s e d 

l e g i s l a t i o n ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: W e l l , I have t o l o o k 

a t t h e l e g i s l a t i o n , and my o p i n i o n a t t h i s p o i n t 

w o u l d be j u s t -- w o u l d n ' t r e a l l y be v a l i d . Because I 

have t o l o o k a t t h e l e g i s l a t i o n and see what's a t 

p l a y t o be a b l e t o comment. 

A l o n g w i t h my -- my o t h e r e x p e r t s w i t h i n 

t h e d e p a r t m e n t . And -- and h o p e f u l l y w e ' l l do t h a t 

i n a t i m e l y f a s h i o n . 

REP. BRADFORD: Okay. And I a p p r e c i a t e 

t h a t , S e c r e t a r y . And I a p p r e c i a t e y o u r -- y o u r 



c a n d o r . Thank you. 

Thank you, Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Okay. Thank you. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e B e a r . 

REP. BEAR: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. S e c r e t a r y , e a r l i e r t h i s s e s s i o n t h e 

House p a s s e d a p a t i e n t s a f e t y b i l l , HB 838, by 

t w o - t h i r d s m a j o r i t y d e a l i n g w i t h d e f i n i n g o p h t h a l m i c 

s u r g e r y . 

And t h e p u r p o s e o f t h i s b i l l was t o 

a d d r e s s a l o o p h o l e i n t h e c u r r e n t O p t o m e t r i c P r a c t i c e 

A c t where i t does not do t h a t . 

And b a s i c a l l y t h i s b i l l w o u l d say 

t h a t -- t h a t o n l y o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s and m e d i c a l 

d o c t o r s c o u l d p e r f o r m any k i n d o f eye s u r g e r y . 

My q u e s t i o n i s a r e you f a m i l i a r w i t h 

t h i s b i l l , t h e i s s u e s w i t h i n t h e O p t o m e t r i c P r a c t i c e 

A c t , and i f you'd be s u p p o r t i v e o f i t i n pa s s a g e ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: I'm an 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t , j u s t f o r t h e r e c o r d . Or a f o r m e r 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t . 

But t h a t s a i d , I'm — I'm f a i r . I ' l l 

have t o l o o k a t i t and I p r o m i s e t o get back t o t h e 

Chairman and g e t back t o you. 

REP. BEAR: I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . Thank 



you. 

SECRETARY AVILA: Of c o u r s e . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e W a t e r s . 

REP. WATERS: Thank you. Thank you, 

Chairman. 

And t h a n k you, Mr. S e c r e t a r y . Good t o 

see you a g a i n . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Uh-huh. 

REP. WATERS: I h e a r d you say a c o u p l e 

o f -- make a c o u p l e o f s t a t e m e n t s t h a t -- t h a t I 

r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e , and t h a t i s how you a r e i n t e r e s t e d 

i n t h e -- i n t h e h e a l t h and w e l f a r e o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s . And I know t h a t ' s a mammoth 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , b u t we need somebody who -- w i t h y o u r 

c r e d e n t i a l s and -- and your s t a t u s t o be on t o p o f 

s t u f f . 

I n y o u r -- i n your p r a c t i c e as S e c r e t a r y 

o f H e a l t h , how o f t e n do you -- you h e a r d somebody ask 

e a r l i e r , b u t how o f t e n do you w e i g h i n on l e g i s l a t i v e 

i n i t i a t i v e s t h a t members -- and measures t h a t members 

s p o n s o r ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: My department r e v i e w s 

a n y t h i n g t h a t ' s h e a l t h r e l a t e d . My door -- my -- my 

door i s a l w a y s open. My phone i s a l w a y s a v a i l a b l e t o 



anyone who wants t o speak t o me. 

But a n y t h i n g , any l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t ' s 

h e a l t h r e l a t e d , we as a team, t h e department r e v i e w s 

i t . 

REP. WATERS: Okay. 

SECRETARY AVILA: And t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

does a l s o . 

REP. WATERS: Okay. There -- t h e r e i s a 

-- r e s o l u t i o n t h a t I'm v e r y i n t e r e s t e d i n and one 

t h a t I -- and b e l i e v e t h a t many p e o p l e w o u l d be 

i n t e r e s t e d i n , i n my o p i n i o n , and t h a t i s d e a l i n g 

w i t h e l e c t r o n i c d e v i c e s . 

There has been some s t u d i e s t h a t have 

been c o n d u c t e d , one by W o r l d H e a l t h O r g a n i z a t i o n , and 

Dr. J o n a t h a n Samet, who i s t h e c h a i r o f t h e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n , had r e l e a s e d i n f o r m a t i o n about t h e 

p o t e n t i a l r i s k i n v o l v e d w i t h y o u t h s and w i t h t h e c e l l 

phone u s e . 

And -- and as we know, o r maybe many o f 

us don't know, t h e r e a r e w a r n i n g s t h a t come i n a c e l l 

-- w i t h t h e c e l l phone, from t h e m a n u f a c t u r e r when 

you buy them. 

However, most o f us -- and I'm g u i l t y o f 

i t , t o o -- when we got our c e l l phones, many t i m e s we 

weren't i n t e r e s t e d i n d o i n g any i n - d e p t h 



i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o t h e package. We wanted t h a t c e l l 

phone i n our hands. And many t i m e s we wanted t o 

o p e r a t e i t , c h a r g e i t up and o p e r a t e i t . 

But t h e -- b u t t h e r e i s a w a r n i n g i n s i d e 

o f t h e r e , and i t ' s k i n d o f n o t -- i t ' s n o t e a s y t o 

l o c a t e and i t ' s -- and i t ' s i n s m a l l p r i n t , t o o . 

So t h e r e a r e -- i s t h e r e some 

i n f o r m a t i o n i n t h e r e about t h a t and t h e use o f 

l a p t o p s and I t h i n k t h a t -- t h a t we as men need t o be 

w e l l i n f o r m e d about t h e p o t e n t i a l harm w i t h male 

f e r t i l i t y when i t comes down t o t h e s e -- t h e s e 

d e v i c e s , w i t h t h e l a p t o p s . I see V i t a l i o v e r h e r e 

l o o k . He's a young guy. But we -- and -- and t h i s 

s t u d y came out by t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a Department o f 

H e a l t h -¬

SECRETARY AVILA: Uh-huh. 

REP. WATERS: -- i n December o f 2010, 

bu t t h e o t h e r one from t h e W o r l d H e a l t h O r g a n i z a t i o n , 

where t h e y were t r y i n g t o p e t i t i o n C o n g r e s s t o make 

s u r e t h a t -- t h a t i t s h o u l d be f o u n d w a r r a n t e d . To 

make s u r e t h a t t h e r e ' s an e d u c a t e d p u b l i c . Because 

we know t h a t t h e s e d e v i c e s have become a p a r t o f our 

e v e r y d a y p r a c t i c e and -- and l i v i n g . We don't l e a v e 

home w i t h o u t them. 

SECRETARY AVILA: Uh-huh. 



REP. WATERS: But i f — i f p e o p l e a r e n ' t 

aware o f i n h e r e n t d a n g e r s , j u s t l i k e t h e y w e ren't 

aware, as you t a l k e d about e a r l i e r , about c i g a r e t t e 

smoke. 

Y e a r s ago, 40 y e a r s ago p e o p l e was -- i t 

was TV, a l l t h e a c t o r s , e v e r y b o d y was u s i n g them. I t 

was a way o f b e i n g c o o l . P e o p l e were i n f l u e n c e d and 

i t was e n g a g i n g . 

But as a r e s u l t o f some s t u d i e s and -¬

and as a r e s u l t o f some h e a l t h i s s u e s , p r e s s u r e was 

pu t on t h e A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l and t h e h e a l t h 

d e p a r t m e n t s t o make s u r e t h a t t h e p r o p e r w a r n i n g s 

were g i v e n so p e o p l e c o u l d make i n t e l l i g e n t c h o i c e s 

i f t h e y d e c i d e d t o use a p r o d u c t . 

R i g h t now t h e s e d e v i c e s , t h e r e has been 

some e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e s e d e v i c e s c o u l d be even 

h a r m f u l t o women who a r e p r e g n a n t and t o c h i l d r e n . 

T h e re's a r e s o l u t i o n , 434, t h a t i s -¬

has been s u b m i t t e d i n t h e House o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 

I wanted t o ask you, i f you get a chance -- I don't 

know i f you had a chance t o l o o k a t i t -- b u t I w o u l d 

l i k e t o g e t your o p i n i o n about i t and -- so t h a t we 

can make s u r e t h a t P e n n s y l v a n i a n s -- I b e l i e v e t h a t 

we c o u l d get i t s t a r t e d h e r e i n t h e K e y s t o n e S t a t e 

and t r y t o s p r e a d i t n a t i o n a l l y t h a t t h e w a r n i n g s a r e 



i n t h e s e d e v i c e s and t h a t -- i n many c a s e s p e r h a p s 

t h e w a r n i n g s s h o u l d be i n t h e r e t a i l o u t l e t s where 

p e o p l e buy t h e s e phones i n a v e r y b r o a d and p r o f o u n d 

way. 

Maybe t h e a d v e r t i s e r s , when t h e y ' r e 

t r y i n g t o promote t h e i r p r o d u c t s , ought t o a l s o t e l l 

you r e a d t h e m a n u f a c t u r e r s w a r n i n g s o r a t l e a s t maybe 

t e l l you t h e h e a l t h r i s k . 

And t h e h e a l t h r i s k , I b e l i e v e , i s 

because o f n o t knowing how t o use t h e d e v i c e . I know 

i t ' s c a l l e d a l a p t o p b u t when you p u t i t on your l a p 

and y o u ' r e p r e g n a n t , you c o u l d be e x p o s i n g y o u r -¬

your c h i l d t o h a r m f u l r a y s . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Of t h e m a g n e t i c 

f i e l d s . 

REP. WATERS: The m a g n e t i c f i e l d s . 

SECRETARY AVILA: W i t h t h e d e v e l o p i n g 

f e t u s , y e s . 

REP. WATERS: Yeah. And t h e men. We 

don't -- we got t o be c a r e f u l -- we p u t them on our 

l a p s , t o o . And, o f c o u r s e , t h e c e l l phones w h i c h we 

a l l u s e . And -- and i t t a l k s about how f a r t o keep 

i t away from your head when yo u ' r e u s i n g i t and i t 

t a l k s about don't have p r o l o n g e d use o f t h i s d e v i c e . 

But t h e s t o r e s s e l l you u n l i m i t e d t i m e 



on t h e phone. So i t ' s somewhat o f a c o n t r a d i c t i o n . 

We -- I j u s t want t o ask you as t h e S e c r e t a r y o f 

H e a l t h f o r your s u p p o r t i n us -- i n t h i s s t a t e 

e d u c a t i n g our c o n s t i t u e n t s . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Uh-huh. 

REP. WATERS: Young c h i l d r e n a r e even 

more exposed t o t h e r a y s t h a n a d u l t s . That we have a 

campaign t o make s u r e t h a t p e o p l e a r e aware o f 

w a r n i n g s , t h a t t h e w a r n i n g s a r e more p r o f o u n d , and 

f o r t h e -- i t ' s f o r t h e b e s t i n t e r e s t s and t h e h e a l t h 

o f P e n n s y l v a n i a n s . 

And I j u s t t o -- b a s e d on -- I guess 

i t ' s my p l a t f o r m o f i s s u e s , b u t I ' d j u s t l i k e t o ask 

you i f you c o u l d r e s p o n d t o my s t a t e m e n t s ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: My r e s p o n s e , j u s t l i k e 

l a s t y e a r , and I'm g o i n g t o b r i n g t h a t up i n a 

moment, i s t h a t I'm a l w a y s w i l l i n g t o work and a v a i l 

m y s e l f o f t h e e x p e r t i s e i n t h e Department o f H e a l t h . 

The -- i n f a c t , t h i s showed up on my 

e p i d e m i o l o g y f i n a l exam, and i t was an a c t u a l s t u d y 

and we had t o a n a l y z e i t u s i n g advanced t e c h n i q u e s 

and b i o s t a t i s t i c a l t e c h n i q u e s on t h e i s s u e o f t h e 

e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c waves o f c e l l phones, i f t h e y cause 

b r a i n t u m o rs. 

The s t u d i e s have n o t shown i t 



s t a t i s t i c a l l y . So as a man o f s c i e n c e , I - - I say 

s t a t i s t i c s d on't show i t . But I do know t h e r e ' s a 

m a g n e t i c f i e l d . I do -- I can f e e l t h e h e a t n e a r my 

e a r . So what do I do? Speaker when p o s s i b l e . I n 

the p r i v a c y o f my c a r . 'Cause, o f c o u r s e , y o u ' r e n o t 

g o i n g t o use t h e phone w h i l e y o u ' r e d r i v i n g h o l d i n g 

i t . You don't do t h a t . 

So I w i l l o b v i o u s l y a v a i l m y s e l f . And 

g e t t i n g back t o l a s t y e a r ' s i s s u e , I'm more t h a n 

happy t o c o n t i n u e w o r k i n g on c u l t u r e -- c u l t u r a l 

competency i s s u e s . I have n o t f o r g o t t e n t h a t . I 

have -¬

REP. WATERS: Thank you. 

SECRETARY AVILA: -- r e a c h e d o ut t o a 

v e r y p r o m i n e n t P h i l a d e l p h i a n who i s w o r l d renown and 

t o l d him t h a t i t ' s s o m e t h i n g I ' d l i k e t o see done 

h e r e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , t o d i s c u s s t h e s e i s s u e s . And 

t h e y -¬

REP. WATERS: Thank you. 

SECRETARY AVILA: -- p a r t i c u l a r l y have 

h i t home, e s p e c i a l l y w i t h my -- t h e r e c e n t p a s s i n g o f 

my grandmother who r a i s e d me, bec a u s e c u l t u r a l 

competency i s s u e s l e d t o h e r d e a t h . So i t a f f e c t s 

a l l o f u s . 

REP. WATERS: I t does. I t does. A 



member e a r l i e r t a l k e d t h e -- t h e l a c k o f p e o p l e o f 

t h a t p r o f e s s i o n and i n many p a r t s . And you m e n t i o n e d 

a L a t i n o p e r s o n h a v i n g t o g i v e b i r t h i n a cab. 

SECRETARY AVILA: Uh-huh. 

REP. WATERS: And sometimes we know t h a t 

t h e r e a r e c o m m u n i c a t i o n p r o b l e m s t h a t o c c u r from 

p a t i e n t t o p h y s i c i a n and t h e c u l t u r a l competency 

and -- and -- and how t h e r e l i g i o u s -- you know, t h e y 

m i g h t be o f a c e r t a i n r e l i g i o n where t h e y p r a c t i c e 

t h i n g s d i f f e r e n t l y t h a n o t h e r p e o p l e p r a c t i c e 

t h i n g s . And i f y o u ' r e not aware o f t h e s e 

d i f f e r e n c e s , t h e n you can i n s u l t a p e r s o n o r n o t -¬

and you don't even know i t because y o u ' r e n o t a b l e t o 

communicate e f f e c t i v e l y w i t h t h a t p e r s o n . 

And t h i s m o r n i n g b e f o r e I l e f t t o come 

he r e t o t h e C a p i t o l , I saw a s t u d y t h a t was r e l e a s e d 

about r a d o n i n t h e s c h o o l s . I don't know i f you had 

a chance t o see t h a t , t o o . 

SECRETARY AVILA: I h a v e n ' t seen i t , b u t 

I'm f a m i l i a r w i t h r a y -- w i t h r a d o n . 

REP. WATERS: P e n n s y l v a n i a came up w i t h 

a p l a c e where we do n o t p r o v i d e t h e s c h o o l s i n our 

s t a t e w i t h t h e r a d o n equipment t o make s u r e t h a t our 

c h i l d r e n a r e n o t b e i n g p l a c e d i n harm's way and r a d o n 

i s h i g h i n our s t a t e . So I j u s t wanted t o t h r o w t h a t 



a t you b e f o r e I end my comments. 

And th a n k you, Mr. C h a i r . 

And t h a n k you, S e c r e t a r y . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. I'm s u r e 

Chairman Myers i s home i n P h i l a d e l p h i a now. 

SECRETARY AVILA: W i t h o u t h i s s e a t b e l t . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: And he's now w a t c h i n g 

us on PCN. 

I t ' s c u s t o m a r y t h a t we a l l o w t h e -- t h e 

c h a i r m a n o f t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g House com m i t t e e s t o 

make some comments and ask some q u e s t i o n s . 

I j u s t want t o i n f o r m e v e r y o n e t h a t 

we're now r u n n i n g about 25 m i n u t e s l a t e , and we have 

G e n e r a l S e r v i c e s t o f o l l o w . So j u s t keep t h a t i n 

mind i n your q u e s t i o n i n g and your answers. Thank 

you. 

C hairman D i G i r o l a m o . 

REP. DiGIROLAMO: Thank you, Chairman 

A d o l p h and Chairman Markosek and t h e members o f t h e 

comm i t t e e , and I a s s u r e you I w i l l be b r i e f . 

Welcome, Mr. S e c r e t a r y A v i l a . 

And my q u e s t i o n s w i l l be f o r t h e new 

a c t i n g s e c r e t a r y o f t h e d r u g and a l c o h o l programs, 

and I hope nobody p i n c h e s me because I'm a f r a i d I ' l l 



wake up i n Bensalem and t h i s w i l l a l l be a dream. 

But t h i s has been a dream and t h e g o a l 

o f an a w f u l l o t o f p e o p l e and i t t o o k an a w f u l l o t o f 

h a r d work t o a c c o m p l i s h t h i s . 

And I want t o a p p l a u d G o v e r n o r C o r b e t t 

f o r moving ahead w i t h t h e new d e p a r t m e n t , and a l s o 

a p p l a u d him on h i s d e c i s i o n t o name Gary as t h e 

s e c r e t a r y . 

And, Gary, maybe j u s t g i v e us a l i t t l e 

p r o g r e s s r e p o r t , i f you w i l l . I know you've been 

s p e n d i n g t i m e , I gues s , on -- on t h e n o m i n a t i o n 

p r o c e s s , and l e t us know where you a r e w i t h t h a t 

n o m i n a t i o n p r o c e s s . 

And a l s o a l i t t l e c o m m e r c i a l . Don't be 

a f r a i d t o come and see us o v e r i n t h e House. I know 

m y s e l f and S e c r e t a r y B a k e r w o u l d l o v e t o have -- have 

a m e e t i n g . We have n o t seen you s i n c e you've been 

named s e c r e t a r y . So don't be a f r a i d t o come o v e r and 

see us h e r e i n t h e House 

ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: V e r y good. 

Thank you, Chairman D i G i r o l a m o and Chairman B a k e r . 

The -- and you know t h a t I am g r e a t l y h o n o r e d t o be 

named by G o v e r n o r C o r b e t t t o t h i s p o s i t i o n and how 

i m p o r t a n t i t i s t o me. 

As f a r as t h e Senate c o n f i r m a t i o n , I'm 



i n t h e p r o c e s s o f m e e t i n g w i t h S e n a t o r s , p r o b a b l y 

about o n e - t h i r d o f t h e way t h r o u g h , b u t i t ' s moving 

a l o n g f i n e . 

As f a r as t h e t r a n s i t i o n , my d e p u t y 

s e c r e t a r y s i t t i n g b e h i n d me, Kim Bowman, who i s -¬

was t h e d i r e c t o r f o r t h e d r u g and a l c o h o l program 

d e p a r t m e n t f o r C h e s t e r County i s -- b r i n g s a 

tremendous amount o f e x p e r t i s e , and we're j u s t work 

-- we've been w o r k i n g , r e a l l y j u s t s t a r t i n g t o thr o w 

i t i n t o g e a r , i n t o h i g h g e a r , s i n c e she's j o i n e d us 

w i t h t h e h e a l t h d e p a r t m e n t ' s v e r y c a p a b l e c o o p e r a t i o n 

and a s s i s t a n c e . 

We're w o r k i n g , m e e t i n g w i t h t h e Bu r e a u 

o f Drug and A l c o h o l Programs, D i v i s i o n o f L i c e n s u r e 

t o -- t o make s u r e t h a t -- t o e n s u r e t h a t we have a 

smooth t r a n s i t i o n , t h a t t h e r e ' s r e a l l y no d i s r u p t i o n 

o f s e r v i c e s , t h a t t h i n g s move a l o n g s m o o t h l y . 

But t h a n k you. 

REP. DiGIROLAMO: Okay. T h a t ' s r e a l l y 

good t o h e a r . And I was -- and j u s t I ' l l f i n i s h up 

w i t h t h i s . 

I was r e a l l y g l a d t o -- t o h e a r you 

p o i n t o u t about t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p o f t h e c r i m i n a l 

j u s t i c e s y s t e m and d r u g and a l c o h o l p rograms. 

Because i t was a l l o ur e x p e c t a t i o n t h a t , you know, 



one i n f o u r f a m i l i e s members i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , as you 

s a i d , s t r u g g l e w i t h t h i s d i s e a s e , b u t t h a t , you know, 

we're -- we're i n t h i s t o p u t p e o p l e i n t o t r e a t m e n t , 

save l i v e s ; b u t we're a l s o i n t h i s t o save money, 

keep p e o p l e out o f our c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e s y s t e m . 

W i t h t h a t I m i g h t ask you, I ' l l j u s t 

c l o s e w i t h t h i s . A c o u p l e i s s u e s I t h i n k a r e k i n d o f 

l i k e low h a n g i n g f r u i t . 

T h e r e's a House B i l l t h a t me and S e n a t o r 

B a k e r have k i n d o f l i k e c o - s p o n s o r e d , 1651. I t w o u l d 

c r e a t e a p r e s c r i p t i o n d r u g m o n i t o r i n g p rogram h e r e i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . I t h i n k t h a t i s c r i t i c a l l y i m p o r t a n t 

b ecause p r e s c r i p t i o n d r u g abuses i n a l l o ur 

c o m m u n i t i e s , a b s o l u t e l y e p i d e m i c . So I w o u l d ask 

you, i f you h a v e n ' t a l r e a d y , p l e a s e t a k e a l o o k a t 

t h a t . 

ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: S u r e . 

REP. DiGIROLAMO: And one o f t h e o t h e r 

p r o b l e m s t h a t I see when f a m i l i e s c a l l me f o r h e l p i s 

s p e e d i n g up t h e p r o c e s s t o q u a l i f y p e o p l e f o r 

M e d i c a i d , n o t o n l y f o r d r u g and a l c o h o l , b u t f o r 

m e n t a l h e a l t h i s s u e s and some o f t h e o t h e r d i s e a s e s , 

b e cause I'm h e a r i n g i n a l o t o f t h e c o u n t i e s i t ' s 

t a k i n g two, t h r e e , f o u r , f i v e s i x weeks f o r p e o p l e 

who a r e e l i g i b l e f o r M e d i c a i d t o g e t t o become 



q u a l i f i e d . 

And, you know, we know when p e o p l e have 

a d r u g and a l c o h o l p r o b l e m , a m e n t a l h e a l t h p r o b l e m , 

t h a t , you know, two o r t h r e e o r f o u r o r f i v e weeks, 

t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o be back o ut on t h e s t r e e t and n o t 

l o o k i n g -- so I wou l d j u s t ask you t o maybe l o o k a t 

t h o s e two p r o b l e m s o r s i t u a t i o n s . 

ACTING SECRETARY TENNIS: A b s o l u t e l y , 

Mr. Chairman. Thank you f o r t h e n i c e g e s t u r e s . 

REP. DiGIROLAMO: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

Chairman B a k e r . 

REP. BAKER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

And, Gene, t h a n k you f o r t h e 

p r o m o t i o n s t o s e c r e t a r y and s e n a t o r . I a p p r e c i a t e 

t h a t . 

Mr. S e c r e t a r y , my c o n d o l e n c e s on t h e 

l o s s o f your grandmother and -- and you c e r t a i n l y 

b r i n g a l o t o f h i g h l e v e l c r e d e n t i a l s t o t h e -- t o 

t h e S e c r e t a r y o f H e a l t h p o s i t i o n . 

We -- we a p p r e c i a t e y o u r -- your b r e a d t h 

o f knowledge and e x p e r i e n c e s . I t ' s , you know, p r e t t y 

r e m a r k a b l e . 

J u s t a c o u p l e o f i s s u e s . One i s s u e was 



m e n t i o n e d o f b a t h s a l t s . I had a s k e d o ur -- I t h i n k 

i t was t h e J u d i c i a r y Committee s t a f f a t one t i m e t o 

l o o k i n t o t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f g i v i n g you and t h e 

Department o f H e a l t h t h e a u t h o r i t y t o ban d e s i g n e r 

d r u g s o r s y n t h e t i c d r u g s as t h e y come on t h e m a r k e t , 

w i t h o u t h a v i n g t o go back e v e r y s i x months, t w e l v e 

months, e v e r y s e s s i o n , and do a n o t h e r b i l l t o ban a 

whole ' n o t h e r l a u n d r y l i s t o f d e s i g n e r d r u g s . 

And -- and I p u l l e d back on t h a t because 

I was t o l d t h a t t h a t m i g h t v i o l a t e some s o r t o f 

s e p a r a t i o n s o f powers a c t t h a t we have h e r e i n t h e 

Commonwealth. And I r e a l l y -- I don't know i f t h e 

DA, f o r m e r DA a s s o c i a t i o n , Mr. T e n n i s o r -- o r your 

s t a f f c o u l d l o o k i n t o t h a t , b u t I c e r t a i n l y w o u l d 

l i k e t o r e v i s i t t h a t i f t h a t i s s o m e t h i n g t h a t i s 

d o a b l e and w o u l d n o t v i o l a t e t h e s e p a r a t i o n s a c t . 

Because t h e l e g i s l a t i v e p r o c e s s can be 

v e r y s l o w a t t i m e s and -- and t r e a c h e r o u s a t t i m e s . 

And -- and when i t comes t o t h e s e b a t h s a l t s , t h e y 

can be v e r y , v e r y d a n g e r o u s . I j u s t went t o a f i r e 

d e p a r t m e n t EMS ban q u e t , and i t was a c o m b i n a t i o n o f 

d e s i g n e r d r u g s , and m o s t l y meth, and t h e one 

de p a r t m e n t , r u r a l , s m a l l , l i t t l e f i r e d e p a r t m e n t , 

r e s p o n d e d a l r e a d y t h i s y e a r t o t e n m u t u a l r e s p o n s e s 

t o t h e s e -- t h e s e . I t ' s a s e r i o u s p r o b l e m . A l o t o f 



t h e s e p r o b l e m s a r e i n t h e r u r a l -- r u r a l 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

So i f you c o u l d l o o k i n t o t h a t and l e t 

me -- g e t back t o me on t h a t i s s u e , I'd a p p r e c i a t e 

i t . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Of c o u r s e . 

REP. BAKER: And as you know, I c o n t i n u e 

t o champion h e a l t h c a r e i s s u e s and e s p e c i a l l y r u r a l 

h e a l t h c a r e i s s u e s , b e c a u s e t h a t ' s where I 

r e p r e s e n t . 

T h i s a c c e s s t o q u a l i t y o f c a r e and -¬

and p r i m a r y c a r e d o c t o r s , e s p e c i a l l y t e r t i a r y c a r e 

d o c t o r s i s a s e r i o u s i s s u e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . Any way 

we can i n c e n t i v i z e i t and make i t e a s i e r f o r -- f o r 

h o s p i t a l s and p r a c t i t i o n e r s t o -- t o p r a c t i c e i n 

r u r a l h e a l t h c a r e , I ' d be i n t e r e s t e d i n l e a r n i n g more 

about t h e model t h a t you t a l k e d about e a r l i e r . 

SECRETARY AVILA: Uh-huh. 

REP. BAKER: I' d l i k e t o be a b l e t o s i t 

down and t a l k w i t h you about t h a t a l i t t l e b i t more. 

And t h e i s s u e I've e x p e r i e n c e d 

p e r s o n a l l y w i t h h o s p i t a l - a c q u i r e d and 

n u r s i n g - h o m e - a c q u i r e d i n f e c t i o n s c o n c e r n s me. I -¬

I'm c o n c e r n e d t h a t t h e y ' r e a l l b e i n g r e p o r t e d ; and i f 

t h e y ' r e n o t a l l b e i n g r e p o r t e d , how can we make s u r e 



t h a t t h e y ' r e b e i n g r e p o r t e d ? And t h e n o b v i o u s l y how 

c o u l d we l o w e r t h a t number t o p r e v e n t t h e 

p r o l i f e r a t i o n o f -- o f a c q u i r e d - i n f e c t i o n s i n n u r s i n g 

homes and h o s p i t a l s i n p a r t i c u l a r . 

A g a i n , you don't have t o r e s p o n d t o any 

of t h i s . You can come see me. W e ' l l t a l k about a l l 

t h e s e i s s u e s . 

I know t h a t t h e Chairman i s p r e s s e d f o r 

t i m e , and we're h o p i n g t o be a b l e t o wrap up t h i s 

h o s p i t a l a c c r e d i t a t i o n i s s u e . As you know, we 

s t a r t e d t h a t p r o c e s s i n t h e H e a l t h Committee. We've 

p u l l e d back a l i t t l e b i t b e c a u s e we wanted t h e 

s t a k e h o l d e r s t o v e t t h e i s s u e , come t o some 

agreement. I t h i n k we're 90, 95 p e r c e n t t h e r e . 

We want t o move t h i s b i l l . We want t o 

get i t p a s s e d , on t h e G o v e r n o r ' s desk, and so I'm 

h o p i n g we can wrap t h a t up soon, and we'd a p p r e c i a t e 

your i n s i g h t on i t . 

Thank you v e r y , v e r y much. 

And tha n k you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, Chairman 

B a k e r . 

Gentlemen, I want t o thank b o t h o f you 

and your s t a f f s f o r t e s t i f y i n g . H o l d on. H o l d on. 

Maybe I jumped t h e gun. 



There i s -- t h e r e i s a q u e s t i o n , a 

sec o n d r o u n d . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e B r o w n l e e , p l e a s e 

c o n s i d e r t h e t i m e and we have t h e G e n e r a l S e r v i c e s 

w a i t i n g . So -¬

REP. BROWNLEE: I w i l l , Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. And I — 

and I know your name was t h e r e f o r a l o n g t i m e . 

REP. BROWNLEE: Thank you. Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. S e c r e t a r y , j u s t a q u i c k f o l l o w - u p on 

two o f my c o l l e a g u e s ' l i n e o f q u e s t i o n i n g r e g a r d i n g 

House B i l l 1077, t h e Right-To-Know b i l l . 

N o r m a l l y t h e u l t r a s o u n d s i n -- from what 

I'm u n d e r s t a n d i n g i s us e d f o r d i a g n o s i s -- d i a g n o s t i c 

p u r p o s e s o r t o d e t e c t a m e d i c a l p r o b l e m . I n t h i s 

p a r t i c u l a r c a s e t h e u l t r a s o u n d i s g o i n g t o be us e d t o 

r e l a y i n f o r m a t i o n t o a p a t i e n t . 

T h e re's no o f f i c i a l p o s i t i o n from t h e 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , b u t I'm -- I'm j u s t w o n d e r i n g i f t h i s 

b i l l i s p a s s e d how much w o u l d i t c o s t f o r your 

d e p a r t m e n t t o a d m i n i s t e r and e n f o r c e t h i s b i l l ? 

SECRETARY AVILA: W e ' l l have t o l o o k 

i n t o t h a t . 

REP. BROWNLEE: Do you know? 

SECRETARY AVILA: W e ' l l have t o l o o k 



i n t o t h a t . R i g h t now i t w o u l d be pu r e s p e c u l a t i o n , 

b u t we wou l d have t o l o o k i n t o t h a t . 

REP. BROWNLEE: Okay. Thank you. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

Gentlemen, t h a n k you and l o o k -- l o o k 

f o r w a r d t o w o r k i n g w i t h you o v e r t h e n e x t s e v e r a l 

months i n o r d e r t o b a l a n c e t h i s b u d g e t . 

And I u n d e r s t a n d your c o n c e r n s , and we 

t r y t o work w i t h i n t h e revenue t h a t has been coming 

i n . And I a l w a y s r e m i n d f o l k s t h a t , you know, 

u n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e r e v e n u e s t h a t a r e coming i n a r e 19 

-- 2007, 2008 y e a r s . 

So I u n d e r s t a n d your c o n c e r n s , and we 

w i l l t r y t o b a l a n c e t h i s budget t h e b e s t way we can 

f o r you. Thank you. 

SECRETARY AVILA: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. The n e x t 

h e a r i n g w i l l b e g i n i n f i v e m i n u t e s , and i t i s g o i n g 

t o be w i t h t h e G e n e r a l S e r v i c e s . Thank you. 

(The p r o c e e d i n g s were a d j o u r n e d a t 

4:10 p.m.) 



I h e r e b y c e r t i f y t h a t t h e p r o c e e d i n g s and 

e v i d e n c e a r e c o n t a i n e d f u l l y and a c c u r a t e l y i n t h e 

n o t e s t a k e n by me on t h e w i t h i n p r o c e e d i n g s and t h a t 

t h i s i s a c o r r e c t t r a n s c r i p t o f t h e same. 
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