PALISADES SCHOOL DISTRICT

39 Thomas Frae Drive, Kininergvilie, PA 18930 » Bucks County » www palisadessd.org » 610 847 5131

February 13,2012

Dear House Finance Committee;

| an here today asthe BusinessAdministrator and spokesperson for Palisades School
District. T am asking the House Finance Committee to SUPPORT House Bill 1877 and
Senate Bill 1207.

Talking points:

Palisades eurrently uses the servicesof Portiioff Law Associates, LTD to collect
delinquent real estate taxes. Since 2006, Portnoff has collectedand remitted to the
district $5,601,159 in delinquent taxes.
o A 5% epunty commission fee would haveresulted in $280,058 to be
remitted by Palisadesto Bucks County Tax Claim Bureau, ($5,601,159 *
.05 = $280,058).
= Additionaly, BucksCounty Tax Claim Bureau would pot have
provided any services to receive thiscommission.
*  Whereas, Palisades would have $280,058 |essto support programs
and services.
Palisades has received collections in weekly allotments (timelier payments) since
2006.
o Portnoff: Whencollections reach one-thousand dollars($1,000), fundsare
transferred weekly.
o BCTaxClaim Bureau: Paymentsfrom the Bucks County Tax Claim
Bureau are remitted monthly.
*  Cashflowand ititerest incomeis reduced under monthly

distributions.
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+ Pdisadeshas accelerated their collectionssince 2006.
a Portnoff: Mallsdeinguent noticesto taxpayer using atimelier schedule,
As support:
= The Sunday's Intelligencer (Exhibit A) reported on February 17,
2008 that the BC Tax Claim Bureau would mail liernis on Thursday
(Febreary 21,2008).
= On 2/28/2008. Palisades had already received collections of
$147,837.
» Paymentswerereceived:
O $49.841.84 on 2/6/2008
o $26,159.82 on 2/14/2008
o $35,844.33 on 2/20/2008
Q $35,991.420n 2/28/2008 (seven days afier County's
anticipated mailing)
o BC Tax Claim Bureau: Cashflavand interest income is reduced using
the County's schedule.

On behdf of the Palisades School Didtrict, thank you for the apportunity to present here
today. Y our continued support to fund public educationis greatly appreciated, With your
support, Pennsylvaniaschoolsare able to offer quality programsand services. Please
SUPPORT House Bill 1877 and SenateRill 1207.

Sincerely,

Lﬁﬂ Ruch
Palisades School District
Business Administrator
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Liens

Continued from Page A 1

problams With people who mistakenly believed they had

escrowed money, but had not actually done so,

4 Andin Montgomery County, Franconia Tax Collector
Gerald DeLong S d he'’s sasn more sherifi”s sales in the

past — an indicator of homebuyers unable Mjuggle their

monthly bills.

“The mortgage companies se=m m be keeping up with
payments,” DeLong said. “It seemns to be more people hav-
ing roubles WA their mortgages.” :

Greg Soto, the collector for Wrightstown, said he had
struggles With lenders early last year Oneeven senthima

check that bounced.

But Sow said the problems sppear ta bave been solved,
likely through

“We get hundreds
of calls from irate
citizens. Thee are
law-abiding tax-
payers. They all
¢cgll screaming'
because they don't

k it hasn’t been
pgﬁl.)”

Marguerite Geneslo,
acting director of the
Bucks County Tax Claim
Bureau

campany buys oist thesccounts of another a3 hi | become

due, Bowersox sad

He noted thebankruptcies last year of lenders First .
Magnus, American Home Mortgage and Asgis Mortgage

Carp.

“r&c;st of that has ocgurred and isbehind us. IS stabi- Pl o
lized now,” Bowersox said. “Tt very well could bethat we're .%* p
seeing some of the remnanm of that™ g

H e said mortgage companies aiso dor't like getring calls
from frustrated homeowners hit Wth lisns,

“That does bring the wrath of God down upon svary-
body, believe me™* Bowersox Seid “Lenders start hearing

from attorneys.”
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Disc
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" Players aim to tand discs in

an above-ground mietal basket
inas few throws as possible.
Though it may not be a
household name, thers ate
several other disc golf courses
in the area and possibly one
fRore.on the way. Milford

e

matisly vared last month to
let its park board start plan-
ning & disc golf course for
Unami Crack Park. Philadel-
phias Fairmount Park has a
disc golf course; so does
Nockamixon State Park,
where parts of the Disc Golf
World Championships wete
held in 2005.

The game itself is nor what
bothered Montgomery Town-
ﬁbiphreQth John Blasko —

[ T

in in area that shouldn't be
disturbed by a constant
stream Of people, kicking dirt
into streams and disturbing
the nature.

"It's not right to have
things et that Vay," Blaska
said. “If you're going to build
acourse, build it right. Build
it properly.™

Tontoni's idea of disC zolf
came from this f&ils town-
ship newsletter, where un
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when someone missed their
shot. The chainson the bas-
kcts make noise Trees were
cut down to make room for
the course.

Tonteni and some other
people walk through the park
amost ¢very day, shesaid.

“We €NjoY the serenity and
Lhcw\(iVi Id1 ifye [hleic“faenﬂc%ﬂ nter
there,” and suddenly thetrees
were Deing mowed down, she

said.
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