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February 13,2012 

Dear House Finance Committee: 

I am here today as the Business Administrator and spokesperson for Palisades School 
District. I an1 asking the House Finance Committee to SUPPORT House Bill 1877 and 
Senate Bill 1207. 

Talking pomts: 

Palisades m e n t l y  uses the services oEPortnoff Law Associates, LTD to collect 
delinquent real estare taxes. Since 2006, Portnoff has collected and remitted to the 
district $5,601,159 in delinquent taxes. 

o A 5%- commission fee would have resulted in $280,058 to be 
remitted by Palisades to Buck@ County Tax Claim Bureau, ($5,601,159 * 
.05 = $280,058). 

= Additionally, Bucks County Tax Claim Bureau would have 
provided any services to receive this commission. 
Whereas, Palisades would have $280,058 less to support programs 
and services. 

* Palisades has received collectiot~s in weekly allotments (timelier payments) since 
2006. 

o Portnoff: When colIections reach one-thousand dollars ($l,UOO), funds are 
trmsfcrred weekly. 

o BC Tax Claim Bureau: Payments from the Bucks County Tax Claim 
Bureau are remitted monthly. 

* Cash flow and i~iterest income is reduced under monthly 
distributions. 
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r Palisades has accelerated their collections since 2006. 
a PortnoE Mails delinquent notices to taxpayer using a timelier schedule. 

As support: 
= The Sunday's htelligencer (Exhibit A) reported on February 17, 

2008 th&t the BC Tax Claim Bureau would mail liens on Thursday 
(Febnrary 21,2008). 
On 2/28/2008. PaIisades had already received collections of 
$147,837. 

c Payments were received: 
o $49,841.84 on 2/6/2008 
o $26,159.82 on 2/14/2008 
o $35,844.33 on 2120L2008 
Q $35,991.42 on 2/28/2008 (seven days afier County's 

anticipated mailing) 
o BC Tax Claim Bureau: Cash flaw and interest income is reduced using 

the County's schedule. 

On behalf of the Palisades School District, thank you for the opporhmity to present here 
today. Your continued support to fund public education is greatly appreciated, With your 
support, Pennsylvania schools are able to offer quality programs and services. Please 
SUPPORT House Bill 1877 and Senate Rill 1207. 

Palisades School District 
Business Administrator 
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