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CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Good a f t e r n o o n 

everyone. 

I'd l i k e t o c a l l t o o r d e r the House 

A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Budget H e a r i n g . 

T h i s s e s s i o n i s on Members' t e s t i m o n y . 

I t ' s been a custom i n t h i s Committee t o have 

Members of the Gen e r a l Assembly come b e f o r e the 

A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Committee. I t g i v e s them the 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o address some i s s u e s t h a t they 

have w i t h the Governor's budget, pro or con. 

And w i t h us today, our f i r s t t e s t i f i e r i s 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e Tom Murt. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , i f you would i d e n t i f y 

your d i s t r i c t f o r the f o l k s back home, and then 

you can proceed w i t h your t e s t i m o n y . 

REPRESENTATIVE MURT: Mr. Chairman, 

Members of the Committee, I r e p r e s e n t the 152nd 

L e g i s l a t i v e D i s t r i c t , which i n c l u d e s p a r t s of 

Montgomery County and P h i l a d e l p h i a County. 

Mr. Chairman, thank you f o r the 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e s t i f y today. I ' l l be f o c u s i n g 

my remarks on how the Governor's budget p r o p o s a l 

w i l l a f f e c t a v a r i e t y of i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h 

developmental d i s a b i l i t i e s . 

Mr. Chairman, a s e r i o u s drawback of 



t h i s budget p r o p o s a l i s t h a t i t does not address 

the needs of our 15,877 c i t i z e n s w i t h 

i n t e l l e c t u a l d i s a b i l i t i e s who are on a w a i t i n g 

l i s t f o r s e r v i c e s , most of whom are i n emergency 

and c r i t i c a l needs s t a t u s . 

Many of these i n d i v i d u a l s are w e l l 

i n t o t h e i r 60s and are c a r e d f o r at home by 

e l d e r l y p a r e n t s , some of whom are l i t e r a l l y i n t o 

t h e i r 90s. Many of thes e c a r e g i v e r s are at a 

stage where they can s i m p l y no l o n g e r care f o r 

t h e i r c h i l d . I t ' s my b e l i e f and my c o n v i c t i o n 

t h a t we have a moral r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o support 

these f a m i l i e s . 

Mr. Chairman, i n a d d i t i o n t o the 

a d u l t s w i t h developmental d i s a b i l i t i e s who are 

ca r e d f o r at home, many a d u l t s w i t h 

developmental d i s a b i l i t i e s are ca r e d f o r o u t s i d e 

t h e i r homes by p r i v a t e care p r o v i d e r s , over 90 

pe r c e n t of whom are n o n - p r o f i t s and who have 

l e g a l c o n t r a c t w i t h our Commonwealth t o care f o r 

t h i s v u l n e r a b l e p o p u l a t i o n . 

There have been a l l e g a t i o n s t h a t the 

r a t e - s e t t i n g methodology f o r p a y i n g these care 

p r o v i d e r s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a i s f l a w e d , and p r i v a t e 

c a r e p r o v i d e r s are u n f a i r l y b e a r i n g the bru n t of 



t h i s . 

L e t me be c l e a r , t h e r e are some 

problems i n P e n n s y l v a n i a w i t h the r a t e s t h a t 

some care p r o v i d e r s have been g i v e n . But DPW 

s e t s those r a t e s , not the p r o v i d e r s . In most 

cases, these r a t e s do not even cover the c o s t of 

p r o v i d i n g the s e r v i c e s . 

The l e v e l of s e r v i c e s t h a t an 

i n d i v i d u a l r e c e i v e s i s not s e t by the p r o v i d e r , 

but by the i n d i v i d u a l s e r v i c e p l a n , which i s 

approved by the C o u n t i e s . The p r i v a t e care 

p r o v i d e r s do not c o n t r o l the r a t e s , and they do 

not determine the l e v e l of s e r v i c e s . I t i s a 

b i g m i s t a k e t o assume t h a t care p r o v i d e r s f o r 

p eople w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s can j u s t be cut a c r o s s 

the board l i k e t hey were t h i s f i s c a l y ear. 

Mr. Chairman, DPW has i n d i c a t e d on 

s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s t h a t , c o l l e c t i v e l y , care 

p r o v i d e r s are g e t t i n g more revenue now than i n 

p r e v i o u s y e a r s . The reason f o r t h i s i s t h a t our 

c a r e p r o v i d e r s have been asked t o serve more 

people who have more needs, and the needs of the 

p eople they a l r e a d y s e r v e have i n c r e a s e d and 

more s e r v i c e s have been a u t h o r i z e d . 

People are l i v i n g l o n g e r . And l i k e 



the n o n - d i s a b l e d p o p u l a t i o n , as an i n d i v i d u a l 

w i t h a developmental d i s a b i l i t y ages, they need 

a d d i t i o n a l s u p p o r t s , programs, and s e r v i c e s . 

The f a c t of the m a t t e r i s t h a t care p r o v i d e r s 

are a f f o r d i n g more programs and s e r v i c e s t o 

t h e s e baby boomers but are g e t t i n g r e i m b u r s e d at 

a lower r a t e . 

Mr. Chairman, I have v e r y grave 

concerns t h a t i n response t o the c u t s i n f u n d i n g 

the Commonwealth w i l l a g a i n b e g i n t o p l a c e 

i n d i v i d u a l s i n S t a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s because the 

community s e r v i c e system w i l l not be a b l e t o 

p r o v i d e the funds t o serve them i n group homes 

and i n o t h e r r e s i d e n t i a l s e t t i n g s . The average 

c o s t of i n s t i t u t i o n a l care f o r a person w i t h an 

I n t e l l e c t u a l or a developmental d i s a b i l i t y i n 

s t a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s i s $650 a day. Placement i n 

the community and group home i s a much b e t t e r 

and a much l e s s e x p e n s i v e a l t e r n a t i v e . 

Mr. Chairman, perhaps the g r e a t e s t 

concern I have i s the Governor's p r o p o s a l t o 

b l o c k grant human s e r v i c e s t o the c o u n t i e s . 

T h i s b l o c k g r a n t p r o p o s a l would r e s u l t a 20 

p e r c e n t r e d u c t i o n of the f u n d i n g f o r s e v e r a l 

c r i t i c a l l y i m p o r t a n t programs, i n c l u d i n g mental 



h e a l t h s e r v i c e s , o u t p a t i e n t , homeless 

a s s i s t a n c e , c h i l d w e l f a r e , i n t e l l e c t u a l 

d i s a b i l i t y s e r v i c e s and b e h a v i o r h e a l t h 

s e r v i c e s . Without a doubt, t h i s w i l l mean t h a t 

a number of i n d i v i d u a l s are going t o be cut o f f 

from s e r v i c e s . Many of these s e r v i c e s are 

mandated, and c o u n t i e s , h i s t o r i c a l l y , have run 

s i g n i f i c a n t d e f i c i t s i n some programs. 

I n d i v i d u a l s who may be g e t t i n g m i n i m a l 

s u p p o r t , l i k e in-home s e r v i c e s or r e s p i t e c a r e , 

w i l l l o s e those s e r v i c e s , l e a d i n g t o a c r i s i s 

f o r many f a m i l i e s . P r o v i d i n g s u p p o r t s t o 

f a m i l i e s and e n a b l i n g them t o m a i n t a i n t h e i r 

c h i l d i n t h e i r home i s the most c o s t - e f f e c t i v e 

way of c a r i n g f o r t h i s p o p u l a t i o n . 

Mr. Chairman, I f u l l y u n d e r s t a n d the 

need t o save money. The f a m i l i e s who care f o r 

c h i l d r e n w i t h developmental d i s a b i l i t i e s and the 

p r o v i d e r s of s e r v i c e s both know t h a t these are 

hard t i m e s , and they are w i l l i n g t o s a c r i f i c e . 

I know t h a t many s t a t e c a l l e r s , i n c l u d i n g PAR 

and the P h i l a d e l p h i a A l l i a n c e , have a l r e a d y 

s u b m i t t e d c o s t - s a v i n g i d e a s t o the Department, 

but t h e r e ' s been no a c t i o n yet on these i d e a s . 

Mr. Chairman, i f t h i s budget passes i n 



i t s c u r r e n t form, the S t a t e w i l l break many 

promises t o our c i t i z e n s w i t h developmental 

d i s a b i l i t i e s . The f i r s t of those promises was 

t h a t the S t a t e would c o n t i n u e t o address the 

w a i t i n g l i s t f o r s e r v i c e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

T h i s budget does not do a b l e s s e d 

t h i n g t o address the w a i t i n g l i s t . The S t a t e 

needs t o p r o v i d e the a p p r o p r i a t e community 

s e r v i c e s f o r the sons and daughters of those 

p a r e n t s who are now e l d e r l y and no are no l o n g e r 

a b l e t o care f o r t h e i r c h i l d . 

A nother concern I have i s t h a t the 

method of r e d u c i n g the c o s t of s e r v i c e s has been 

done i n a h a s t y manner. E x p e c t i n g p r o v i d e r s t o 

p r o v i d e more s e r v i c e s t o more i n d i v i d u a l s at 

r a t e s t h a t are reduced i n the middle of the year 

a f t e r c o n t r a c t s have been s i g n e d i s s i m p l y not 

going t o happen. T h i s i s a p r o c e s s we would 

a p p l y t o no o t h e r m i s s i o n , e n t i t y , course of 

a c t i o n or i n d u s t r y . 

Why s h o u l d the budget be b a l a n c e d on 

the backs of people w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s , w h i l e 

C h e s t e r has i t s new s o c c e r stadium, p r i s o n 

inmates get f r e e postage, Hollywood filmmakers 

get t a x c r e d i t s and our gas d r i l l e r s e x t r a c t our 



n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s w i t h o u t p a y i n g f o r them. 

Mr. Chairman, I ' l l c onclude by 

r e s p e c t f u l l y r e q u e s t i n g t h a t the A p p r o p r i a t i o n s 

Committee l o o k h a r d at t h i s budget p r o p o s a l and 

do a l l i n your power t o p r o p e r l y fund programs 

and s e r v i c e s f o r a d u l t s who have developmental 

d i s a b i l i t i e s . 

S p e c i f i c a l l y , I r e q u e s t a r e s t o r a t i o n 

of the 20 p e r c e n t cut t o base f u n d i n g f o r 

i n t e l l e c t u a l d i s a b i l i t y s e r v i c e s . I a l s o 

r e q u e s t c o n s i d e r a t i o n of a p i l o t of the b l o c k 

g r a n t p r o p o s a l s , as opposed t o an immediate 

Sta t e w i d e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . I ask t h a t f a m i l i e s 

be g i v e n some hope by i n c l u d i n g at l e a s t a 

minimal amount of f u n d i n g f o r the w a i t i n g l i s t . 

I wasn't going t o re a d the l a s t t e x t 

and h i g h l i g h t , but I t h i n k I'm going t o , 

Mr. Chairman. 

I f we don't l i v e up t o our o b l i g a t i o n 

t o care f o r t h i s p o p u l a t i o n , or we're not going 

t o empower P e n n s y l v a n i a f a m i l i e s t o tak e care of 

t h e i r own a d u l t c h i l d r e n who have s p e c i a l needs 

i n t h e i r home, then we may as w e l l reopen 

Pennhurst and By b e r r y S t a t e H o s p i t a l , because 

t h a t ' s the d i r e c t i o n i n which we're heading. 



We must do a b e t t e r j ob of c a r i n g f o r 

the most v u l n e r a b l e members of our P e n n s y l v a n i a 

f a m i l y . 

Mr. Chairman, I'm eager t o work w i t h 

you and the Members of the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o 

ensure we're f u l f i l l i n g our o b l i g a t i o n t o a d u l t s 

w i t h developmental d i s a b i l i t i e s . We're i n t h i s 

p r o c e s s of the budget t o g e t h e r , and you are 

as s u r e d my c o o p e r a t i o n . 

The c h o i c e s we make as lawmakers 

d e f i n e who we are and f o r what we s t a n d . I f we 

don't p r o p e r l y care f o r people w i t h 

d i s a b i l i t i e s , we're not d e f i n i n g o u r s e l v e s as 

a n y t h i n g p o s i t i v e . 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Murt, 

I want t o thank you f o r t e s t i f y i n g b e f o r e the 

Committee today, and we a p p r e c i a t e your p a s s i o n 

f o r t h i s i s s u e . 

Thank you v e r y much. 

REPRESENTATIVE MURT: Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. Thank you, Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: The next member of 

the House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t h a t w i l l be 

t e s t i f y i n g b e f o r e us i s R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mike 



S t u r l a of L a n c a s t e r County. 

Good a f t e r n o o n , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: Thank you, 

Chairman Adolph, Chairman Markosek, Members of 

the A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Committee. 

There's l i t t l e doubt t h a t these are 

tough economic times and our economy i s s t i l l 

r e c o v e r i n g . But i t ' s a l s o u n d e n i a b l e t h a t 

p o l i c i e s implemented by the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and, 

i n some cases, backed by the L e g i s l a t u r e , have 

c o n t r i b u t e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y t o the Commonwealth's 

s h o r t f a l l . 

These p o l i c i e s i n c l u d e bonus 

d e p r e c i a t i o n , the e l i m i n a t i o n of A d u l t B a s i c , 

which has i n c r e a s e d our o t h e r h e a l t h c a r e r o l e s , 

r e i n s t i t u t i n g the C a p i t a l Stock and F r a n c h i s e 

Phaseout, the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of a M a r c e l l u s 

Shale t a x t h a t f a l l s more than a b i l l i o n d o l l a r s 

shy of what c o u l d have been had we adopted 

n e i g h b o r i n g West V i r g i n i a ' s t a x r a t e , and a 

f a i l u r e t o c l o s e the Delaware Loophole. 

These and o t h e r p o l i c i e s have 

c o n t r i b u t e d t o the p r o j e c t e d $500 m i l l i o n 

s h o r t f a l l , a c c o r d i n g t o the Independent F i s c a l 

O f f i c e , or $719 m i l l i o n , i f you b e l i e v e the 



Governor's numbers. 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , which had been a l e a d e r 

i n j ob c r e a t i o n i n 2010, f e l l b e h i n d the 

n a t i o n a l average i n t h i s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s f i r s t 

y e ar. And the i n c r e a s e s i n unemployment f o r the 

f o u r c o n s e c u t i v e months f o l l o w i n g l a s t year's 

budget passage, which r e s u l t e d i n the l a y o f f of 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 14,000 e d u c a t i o n a l p r o f e s s i o n a l s , 

has been well-documented. D e s p i t e drops i n 

unemployment n a t i o n w i d e , j o b growth slowed 

c o n s i d e r a b l y i n the second h a l f of l a s t year i n 

our S t a t e . 

S chool d i s t r i c t s , l o c a l governments 

and m i d d l e c l a s s f a m i l i e s have not yet r e c o v e r e d 

from l a s t y e ar's budget c u t s . They s i m p l y 

cannot endure the c u t s proposed f o r i n the 2012 

budget. A f t e r o b s e r v i n g a $900 m i l l i o n cut t o 

f u n d i n g l a s t year, o f f e r i n g l e v e l f u n d i n g t o 

s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s i n t h i s y e ar's budget 

c o n t r i b u t e s t o the c r i s i s . I t i s not l e v e l 

f u n d i n g . I t i s a r e c u r r i n g $900 m i l l i o n cut t o 

e d u c a t i o n . 

Under the 2012 budget proposed, the 

f i s c a l l y - d i s t r e s s e d C h e s t e r Upland School 

D i s t r i c t i s reduced by an a d d i t i o n a l $133 per 



s t u d e n t , on top of l a s t year's $1,144, f o r a 

t o t a l of $1,277 per s t u d e n t , or n e a r l y $32,000 

per c l a s s r o o m , w h i l e 16 m i l e s away, wealt h y 

Radnor Township would see a combined two-year 

cut of l e s s than $1,200 per c l a s s r o o m . 

I've a t t a c h e d w i t h my t e s t i m o n y a 

l i s t i n g of a l l the s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s and the 

amounts of c u t s they have. I ' l l j u s t p o i n t out, 

i n the case I j u s t c i t e d , the p o v e r t y r a t e i n 

Radnor i s 6.2 p e r c e n t , where they got a $1,200 

cut over the two years combined per c l a s s r o o m . 

And i n C h e s t e r Upland i t ' s 42 p e r c e n t , where 

the y got a $32,000 cut per cl a s s r o o m over two 

years combined. 

I f you t r a v e l west t o A l l e g h e n y 

County, you can l o o k . Things are j u s t as bad, 

i f not worse. In the North A l l e g h e n y County -¬

or North A l l e g h e n y School D i s t r i c t , which has a 

4.3 p e r c e n t p o v e r t y l e v e l , t h e y ' r e g e t t i n g cut 

$2,866 per c l a s s r o o m . P i t t s b u r g h School 

D i s t r i c t , which has a 70.5 p e r c e n t p o v e r t y r a t e , 

i s g e t t i n g cut $25,095. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , how 

much d i d each of the s e s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s r e c e i v e ? 

What d i d C h e s t e r Upland r e c e i v e from 



the S t a t e i n t h e i r a p p r o p r i a t i o n ? 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: I don't know 

what they r e c e i v e d i n t h e i r a p p r o p r i a t i o n . I 

know what they got c u t . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: R i g h t . W e l l , you 

compare apples w i t h a p p l e s . When you t a l k about 

d o l l a r s c u t , you have t o a l s o t a l k about d o l l a r s 

r e c e i v e d . 

And those s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s t h a t you 

t a l k e d about r e c e i v e , p r o b a b l y , 10 times the 

amount of money from the S t a t e than the o t h e r s 

do t h a t you mentioned. 

So -- and I've s a i d many times d u r i n g 

our h e a r i n g s t h i s week, a f i v e p e r c e n t or a t e n 

p e r c e n t cut t o a b i g number, o b v i o u s l y , i s a 

l a r g e r d o l l a r amount. So when you're t a l k i n g 

about a p p l e s , you've got t o s t a y w i t h a p p l e s , 

Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: W e l l , Mr. 

Chairman, I don't have the exact percentage 

c u t s -¬

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Excuse me, Mike. 

Mr. Chairman, I thought the i d e a of 

t h i s was t o l e t the members speak and we were 

going t o l e t them a l l say t h e i r peace. I mean, 



we can debate every member t h a t comes up here 

a g a i n . We've j u s t been through t h r e e weeks of 

h e a r i n g s . And I would suggest t h a t the 

gentleman and a l l -- everybody e l s e -- both 

p a r t i e s , l e t them have t h e i r peace, and go from 

t h e r e . And we can debate t h i s on the f l o o r i n 

the f u t u r e weeks. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: We can debate t h i s , 

as w e l l , today, as w e l l . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: And Mr. 

Chairman, I mean, what I do know i s t h a t the 

percentages are not the same e i t h e r . They 

are -- the percen t a g e s are h i g h e r i n the p o o r e r 

d i s t r i c t s than they are i n the w e a l t h i e r 

d i s t r i c t s , i n terms of the c u t s , because the way 

l i n e items were cut and some l i n e items were 

e l i m i n a t e d d i d not even a p p l y t o w e a l t h i e r 

s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: I happen t o agree 

w i t h t h a t statement. And t h a t was because of 

the l o s s of the reimbursement f o r the c h a r t e r 

s c h o o l s . And many of the s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s t h a t 

you were t a l k i n g about were h i t s e v e r e l y as a 

r e s u l t of the l o s s of those reimbursements t o 

the c h a r t e r s c h o o l s . So I do agree w i t h the 



gentleman's comments on t h a t . 

And Radnor School D i s t r i c t , which i s 

p a r t of my l e g i s l a t i v e d i s t r i c t , have v e r y few 

c h a r t e r s c h o o l s t u d e n t s i n i t . So o b v i o u s l y 

t h e y would r e c e i v e a much l e s s c u t , i f any, f o r 

t h a t p a r t . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: And i t ' s 

u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t I p i c k e d Radnor. There's o t h e r 

w e a l t h i e r d i s t r i c t s around the S t a t e t h a t I 

c o u l d have p i c k e d t h a t may not have touched o f f 

such a r e a c t i o n . 

But what I w i l l p o i n t out i s t h a t t h i s 

i s not j u s t a urban v e r s u s suburban problem. In 

f a c t , over 250 d i s t r i c t s S t a t e w i d e have, 

combined, c u t s t e n times h i g h e r than Radnor 

Township. A l l the s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s i n r u r a l 

B e d f o r d , B r a d f o r d , Cameron, C l i n t o n , C l e a r f i e l d , 

Crawford, F u l t o n , Green, J e f f e r s o n , J u n i a t a , 

McKean, M i f f l i n , Northumberland, P e r r y , P o t t e r , 

Susquehanna, T i o g a , Venango and Warren C o u n t i e s , 

every s c h o o l d i s t r i c t i n those c o u n t i e s has c u t s 

t e n times h i g h e r than Radnor, 250 s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t s s t a t e w i d e . And then t h e r e ' s 

P h i l a d e l p h i a a l s o . 

I t ' s time t o get s e r i o u s about the 



Governor's commitment t o every c h i l d , r e g a r d l e s s 

of z i p code or economic s t a t u s , t h a t s h o u l d have 

access t o the b e s t e d u c a t i o n p o s s i b l e . In a 

f i n a l note on e d u c a t i o n , tough economic times 

make f a i r n e s s even more c r i t i c a l , which i s why I 

t a l k about f a i r n e s s i n t h a t b a s i c ed f u n d i n g , 

but, a l s o , I would ask t h a t Senate B i l l 1115, 

when i t reaches the House, would be taken up, 

because t h a t c o r r e c t s many of the widen i n g 

d i s p a r i t i e s i n s p e c i a l e d u c a t i o n , as w e l l . 

Another c r i s i s t h a t demands a t t e n t i o n 

but i s i g n o r e d i n the proposed S t a t e spending 

p l a n i s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g . I t ' s a v e r y 

r e a l problem t h a t r e q u i r e s b o l d l e a d e r s h i p . In 

h i s t e s t i m o n y b e f o r e the Senate A p p r o p r i a t i o n s 

Committee, S e c r e t a r y Schoch e x p l a i n e d t h a t , 

c o n t r a r y t o many peo p l e ' s views, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

i n r u r a l communities i s a c t u a l l y s u b s i d i z e d at a 

f a r h i g h e r r a t e than i n urban a r e a s . I'm 

c o n f i d e n t t h a t the S e c r e t a r y i s more capable t o 

b e g i n t o address the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c h a l l e n g e s 

t h a t our S t a t e f a c e s i f o n l y he were p r o v i d e d 

w i t h the t o o l s t o a c t . 

I ' l l p o i n t out -- I have i n c l u d e d a 

map t h a t shows, and I ' l l t a l k about t h i s , the 



S t a t e P o l i c e coverage i n the S t a t e of 

P e n n s y l v a n i a and, a l s o , as i t r e l a t e s t o the 

M a r c e l l u s Shale Region. Because a s u i t a b l e 

p l a c e t o s t a r t w i t h t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s w i t h the 

$565 m i l l i o n t h a t i s a n n u a l l y f u n n e l e d from the 

Motor L i c e n s e Fund t o the S t a t e P o l i c e s t r i c t l y 

f o r road p a t r o l s i n areas t h a t don't have l o c a l 

p o l i c e departments. 

Now, I emphasize t h a t i t ' s road 

p a t r o l s , because, under the S t a t e C o n s t i t u t i o n , 

d o l l a r s t h a t come out of the Motor L i c e n s e Fund 

cannot be used f o r a n y t h i n g o t h e r than those 

r e l a t e d t o roads. So the S t a t e P o l i c e a c t i o n s 

i n those areas t h a t r e l a t e t o drug b u s t s , t h a t 

r e l a t e t o domestic v i o l e n c e i s s u e s , t h a t r e l a t e 

t o a n y t h i n g e l s e , cannot be funded w i t h the 

money t h a t ' s taken out of the Motor L i c e n s e 

Fund. They can o n l y be used f o r road p a t r o l s . 

So we tak e $565 m i l l i o n out of the 

Motor L i c e n s e Fund each year t o fund p o l i c e i n 

an area t h a t i s , b a s i c a l l y , i f you l o o k at the 

map, almost the same as the M a r c e l l u s Shale 

a r e a , which we're now b e i n g t o l d has p l e n t y of 

money and i s a wealt h y a r e a . I j u s t don't t h i n k 

we s h o u l d be t a k i n g $565 m i l l i o n i n Motor 



L i c e n s e Funds t o s u b s i d i z e those areas w i t h f r e e 

p o l i c e p r o t e c t i o n . 

Given more time, I would have 

addressed s e v e r a l more i s s u e s and concerns. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Murt addressed the one i s s u e 

r e l a t e d t o some of the s o c i a l s a f e t y net c u t s . 

There are e n v i r o n m e n t a l programs t h a t are cut 

w i t h enforcement and r e g u l a t i o n s . And i t ' s 

i n c o n c e i v a b l e the c u t s t h a t were made t o h i g h e r 

e d u c a t i o n i n the p r o p o s a l from the Governor, 

which w i l l c l e a r l y have a h a r m f u l impact on our 

Commonwealth's middle c l a s s f a m i l i e s , as w e l l as 

the communities s u r r o u n d i n g our i n s t i t u t i o n s 

h i g h e r l e a r n i n g . 

I would welcome any q u e s t i o n s you 

have and, o t h e r w i s e , submit my t e s t i m o n y . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you v e r y much. 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: The next t e s t i f i e r 

i s R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Bryan B a r b i n from the 71st 

D i s t r i c t . 

Good a f t e r n o o n , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

REPRESENTATIVE BARBIN: Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. And thank you, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Markosek. 



I s a t through the Budget S e c r e t a r y ' s 

t e s t i m o n y , as I d i d l a s t year. I'd l i k e t o 

cover, v e r y q u i c k l y , f o u r p o i n t s f o r your 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n as we're e s t a b l i s h i n g the budget. 

Number one i s , h i s t e s t i m o n y t h i s 

morning was s i m i l a r t o h i s t e s t i m o n y l a s t year. 

L a s t year at t h i s same time he was asked 

s p e c i f i c a l l y , are you c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h your 

budget p r o j e c t i o n of $80 m i l l i o n at the c l o s e of 

the budget. He s a i d he was. The budget 

p r o m p t l y came i n a f t e r we c l o s e d the budget and 

v o t e d on i t above $700 m i l l i o n . That amount of 

money, a hundred m i l l i o n -- or $200 m i l l i o n has 

been spent by -- or s i n c e t h a t t i m e . 

A p p r o x i m a t e l y $500 m i l l i o n i s s t i l l l e f t . 

So as we go through these i s s u e s , the 

t h r e e i s s u e s I'd l i k e t o t a l k t o you about, 

e d u c a t i o n , v e t e r a n s and s e n i o r s , p l e a s e c o n s i d e r 

those amounts. And p l e a s e c o n s i d e r the f a c t 

t h a t he a l s o t e s t i f i e d t h i s morning t h a t he was 

c o n f i d e n t a g a i n t h a t we're i n a n e g a t i v e $719 

m i l l i o n amount. 

Everybody on t h i s p a n e l knows t h a t i n 

May and A p r i l and June, those are the b i g 

revenue months. I t ' s not g o i n g t o be n e g a t i v e 



719. Everybody knows i t . So i f we're going t o 

make a d i s c u s s i o n of how we meet the needs of 

the p u b l i c good, l e t ' s use r e a l numbers and 

l e t ' s use e x p e r i e n c e . 

So from t h a t I'd j u s t l i k e t o touch on 

t hese t h r e e t h i n g s . 

E d u c a t i o n : There's two b i g i s s u e s 

i n v o l v e d . One of them he mentioned i n h i s 

t e s t i m o n y t h i s morning. He s a i d , l o o k , 

everybody's got t o cut spending, but, you know, 

you've got t o r e p l a c e i t . A b s o l u t e l y t r u e . I 

a l s o agree w i t h your statement w i t h 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S t u r l a t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d be a 

d i s c u s s i o n . But we've g o t t a t e l l the t r u t h . 

And the t r u t h means t h a t you get one guy on one 

s i d e who b e l i e v e s s t r o n g l y one way, another guy 

on the o t h e r s i d e who b e l i e v e s s t r o n g l y the 

o t h e r way, and y o u ' l l f i n d i n the m i d d l e t h e r e ' s 

the t r u t h . 

W e l l , the t h i n g t h a t everyone i n the 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n r e f u s e s t o d i s c u s s i s the f a c t 

t h a t we spend $900 m i l l i o n on cybers and 

c h a r t e r s . That's o f f the t a b l e . 

L a s t year a b i l l i o n d o l l a r s was 

cut -- almost a b i l l i o n d o l l a r s from p u b l i c 



e d u c a t i o n , but not a s i n g l e penny was cut from 

c h a r t e r or cyber. 

L a s t year we brought up the i s s u e t h a t 

s a i d the f u n d i n g mechanism f o r cyber and c h a r t e r 

has n o t h i n g t o do w i t h the c o s t of cyber and 

c h a r t e r . There are $900 m i l l i o n going out. We 

don't know how much money goes out t o the 

f o r - p r o f i t s u b s i d i a r i e s . We don't have any 

a c c o u n t a b i l i t y as t o how much t h e y ' r e p a y i n g 

t h e i r CEOs of the f o r - p r o f i t management 

companies. We j u s t know t h a t t h e y ' r e spending 

$900 m i l l i o n . 

Now, i t ' s been s a i d t h i s year t h a t i t 

w i l l c a t c h up; s i n c e the p u b l i c s c h o o l s took 

t h e i r h i t l a s t year, c h a r t e r s c h o o l s and cyber 

s c h o o l s w i l l get t h e i r h i t t h i s y e a r . The 

problem w i t h t h a t a n a l y s i s i s , the t h i n g s t h a t 

make up the amount they get p a i d have n o t h i n g t o 

do w i t h t h e i r c o s t s . 

They i n c l u d e t h i n g s l i k e the p e n s i o n 

c o s t s f o r a p u b l i c s c h o o l . Now, how does t h a t 

p o s s i b l y have t o do w i t h handing somebody a 

computer and a manual and s a y i n g , by the way, 

c a l l t h i s number i f you have any problems. 

Wagner has s a i d t h a t ' s a $4,000 c o s t . In 



P h i l a d e l p h i a we're spending $13,000 f o r t h a t . 

That's c r a z i n e s s . 

We c o u l d save at l e a s t two t o t h r e e 

hundred m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i f we r e q u i r e d them t o 

say, how have you spent the money, and t r a n s f e r 

back t o the Ge n e r a l Fund or an e d u c a t i o n fund 

f o r f u l l - d a y k i n d e r g a r t e n , or f o r a l l t h e s e 

s c h o o l s d i s t r i c t s t h a t have t a x breaks where 

t h e y ' r e p r o v i d i n g 80 p e r c e n t of the c o s t -- of 

p e r - p u p i l c o s t i s coming from l o c a l r e a l e s t a t e . 

We c o u l d g i v e them some r e l i e f i f we j u s t had 

the guts t o t e l l the t r u t h ; we're not t o u c h i n g 

those guys. Why? I t h i n k i t has t o do w i t h the 

f a c t t h a t we're the o n l y s t a t e t h a t has 

u n l i m i t e d campaign c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 

I c o u l d be wrong, but t h a t ' s my s i d e 

of the t r u t h . 

V e t e r a n s and s e n i o r s , and I ' l l c l o s e . 

I t h i n k -- we d i d t h i s a couple years i n a row. 

And I t h i n k i t ' s u n c o n s c i o n a b l e t o say t o 

somebody who's coming back from A f g h a n i s t a n , who 

se r v e d i n the Reserves, t h a t we don't have 

enough money f o r v e t e r a n s homes. A g a i n , we're 

c u t t i n g v e t e r a n s homes by $6 m i l l i o n . At the 

same time , we got f o u r or f i v e cases of v o t e r 



i d e n t i f i c a t i o n f r a u d , and we've d e c i d e d as of 

y e s t e r d a y t h a t we're going t o pass a v o t e ID 

b i l l t h a t ' s going t o c o s t us between $4 m i l l i o n 

and $7 m i l l i o n . 

How i n the w o r l d do you j u s t i f y the 

f o u r cases of v o t e r f r a u d as t a k i n g away $6 

m i l l i o n from the v e t e r a n ' s homes? I t ' s 

c r a z i n e s s . 

The s e n i o r s who have v o t e d f o r 30 or 

40 y e a r s , they don't need t o hand somebody a 

v o t e r ID c a r d . Everybody on those boards knows 

who they a r e . The i d e a of t a k i n g t h a t whole 

group out and s a y i n g , you can v o t e a p r o v i s i o n a l 

b a l l o t and i t w i l l count i f you go w i t h i n s i x 

days t o get a v o t e r ID c a r d i s j u s t p l a i n wrong. 

And we don't need t o be w a s t i n g $6 m i l l i o n when 

we're t a k i n g $6 m i l l i o n out of the v e t e r a n s . 

So t h a t ' s my t e s t i m o n y . I a p p r e c i a t e 

the o p p o r t u n i t y t o p r o v i d e t h i s t e s t i m o n y . 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e B a r b i n . 

Next t e s t i f i e r w i l l be R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Brownlee. 

Good a f t e r n o o n , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 



REPRESENTATIVE BROWNLEE: Good 

a f t e r n o o n , Mr. Chairman. 

Once a g a i n , good a f t e r n o o n , Mr. 

Chairman. I'd l i k e t o thank you, Chairman 

Adolph and Chairman Markosek, f o r the 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e s t i f y here. I'm M i c h e l l e 

Brownlee, and I r e p r e s e n t the 195th L e g i s l a t i v e 

D i s t r i c t i n P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

As a ne w l y - a p p o i n t e d member of t h i s 

Committee, I have been p r i v i l e g e d f o r the p a s t 

weeks t o hear t e s t i m o n y from many e x p e r t s , 

s e c r e t a r i e s and o t h e r concerned c i t i z e n s on a l l 

a s p e c t s of t h i s budget. 

The d e t a i l s are complex, but our 

m i s s i o n i s s i m p l e , t o p r o t e c t the people of t h i s 

Commonwealth. However, throughout t h i s p r o c e s s , 

i t has become c l e a r t o me t h a t the working c l a s s 

i s under a t t a c k . At both the S t a t e and F e d e r a l 

l e v e l , I b e l i e v e t h e r e are mi s g u i d e d p r i o r i t i e s . 

Energy i s f o c u s e d on i n t r u s i v e 

l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t s t r i p s a woman's c o n t r o l of her 

r e p r o d u c t i v e r i g h t s and would v i o l a t e her t o her 

v e r y c o r e . As o t h e r p l a c e s i n the w o r l d are i n 

the midst of a r e v o l u t i o n f i g h t i n g f o r 

democracy, our l e g i s l a t o r s have passed a b i l l 



s u p p r e s s i n g a person's r i g h t t o vot e i n 

e l e c t i o n s , most e f f e c t i v e -- m o s t l y a f f e c t i n g 

m i n o r i t i e s and s e n i o r s . 

In P e n n s y l v a n i a , cushy perks are b e i n g 

handed out t o the r i c h e s t c o r p o r a t i o n s w h i l e the 

p o o r e s t are b e i n g d e n i e d b a s i c s e r v i c e s . The 

r e c e n t l y - s i g n e d A c t 13 i s a prime example. T h i s 

i s a sweetheart d e a l f o r every m u l t i m i l l i o n 

d o l l a r gas company do i n g b u s i n e s s i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

R e p u b l i c a n l e a d e r s r e l u c t a n t l y passed 

t h i s sham b i l l so t h a t they c o u l d say they made 

companies pay f o r something f o r p r o f i t i n g 

m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s from P e n n s y l v a n i a r e s o u r c e s . 

In r e a l i t y , t h i s law shortchanges every 

P e n n s y l v a n i a t a x p a y e r . I r o n i c a l l y , i n s t e a d of 

p a y i n g -- i n s t e a d of t a x i n g these companies 

f a i r l y , the Governor has chose t o plunge deeper 

i n t o working f a m i l i e s ' budgets f o r t a x e s on 

i n t e r n e t p u r c h a s e s . 

Where i s the focus on j o b s , e d u c a t i o n 

and r a i s i n g the s t a n d a r d of l i f e f o r people of 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . While E d u c a t i o n Department 

S e c r e t a r y Ronald Tomalis i n s i s t s t h a t e d u c a t i o n 

f u n d i n g has not decreased, I b e l i e v e the 



Governor's p r o p o s a l w i l l be c a t a s t r o p h i c f o r our 

s c h o o l s , s t u d e n t s and t e a c h e r s . 

I t i s c l e a r t o me t h a t no matter what 

fo r m u l a you use, s c h o o l s w i l l be asked t o do 

more w i t h l e s s , s t u d e n t s w i l l s u f f e r , and l i t t l e 

w i l l be i n v e s t e d i n our f u t u r e . These c u t s w i l l 

f o r c e t e a c h e r l a y o f f s , more p r o p e r t y t a x h i k e s 

and, s a d l y , b a l a n c e P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s checkbook at 

our c h i l d r e n ' s expense. 

We know t h a t our Commonwealth f a c e s a 

gloomy h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n o u t l o o k , w i t h t u i t i o n 

i n c r e a s e s a l r e a d y b e i n g r e p o r t e d throughout the 

S t a t e and r e p o r t s t h a t s t u d e n t g r a n t s and loa n s 

w i l l become hard e r t o a c q u i r e i n the coming 

year. 

The depth at which t h i s budget f a i l s 

t o p r o t e c t the average P e n n s y l v a n i a n i s 

a s t o u n d i n g . And the l e n g t h i t goes t o -- and 

the l e n g t h i t goes t o l o o k out f o r wealth y 

b u s i n e s s e s and o u t s i d e i n f l u e n c e s t a k e s my 

b r e a t h away; however, today I am f o c u s i n g my 

remarks on how t h i s budget w i l l a f f e c t people 

who have become the p o l i t i c a l f o o t b a l l i n r e c e n t 

y e a r s . 

Mr. Chairman, the Department of 



W e l f a r e p r o v i d e s s e r v i c e s t h a t are v i t a l t o many 

people i n my d i s t r i c t , but a l s o people a c r o s s 

t h i s Commonwealth. These are the people who do 

not have l o b b y i s t s , s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t groups, or 

p r i v a t e donors t o go t o bat f o r them. T h i s year 

the Governor's budget p r o p o s a l i n c l u d e s over a 

$29 m i l l i o n r e d u c t i o n i n f u n d i n g f o r the 

Department of W e l f a r e . 

What we've l e a r n e d i s t h a t t h i s r e a l l y 

i s more l i k e 766 m i l l i o n i n c u t s t o DPW programs 

t o o f f s e t i n c r e a s e d c o s t s d r i v e n by i n f l a t i o n , 

c a s e l o a d , l i t i g a t i o n and F e d e r a l s t a t u t e s , t h i s 

i n a d d i t i o n t o the over one b i l l i o n c u t s i n the 

enacted '11/'12 budget. 

Mr. Chairman, under the new b l o c k 

g r a n t program Governor C o r b e t t i s p r o p o s i n g , 

c o u n t i e s have been cut 20 p e r c e n t l e s s t o 

p r o v i d e s e r v i c e s , many of which are p r o s c r i b e d 

by S t a t e and F e d e r a l law, l e g a l agreements or 

c o n t r a c t s . I'm not sure where C o u n t i e s are 

going t o be a b l e t o make up t h a t d i f f e r e n c e . 

Are they supposed t o impose new or i n c r e a s e d 

t a x e s ? 

Perhaps i t would be more h e l p f u l i f we 

i d e n t i f y the programs we're t a l k i n g about 



c u t t i n g , community mental h e a l t h s e r v i c e s , 

community i n t e l l e c t u a l d i s a b i l i t y programs, drug 

and a l c o h o l t reatment s e r v i c e s , c h i l d w e l f a r e 

and homeless a s s i s t a n c e , s e n i o r s who r e q u i r e 

n u r s i n g homes, c h i l d r e n who are n e g l e c t e d and 

need p r o t e c t i o n , a d u l t s w i t h developmental 

d i s a b i l i t i e s s e e k i n g independence. These are 

h a r d l y the images c o n j u r e d up when you t a l k 

about w e l f a r e waste, f r a u d and abuse. 

Mr. Chairman, I r e a d the I n q u i r e r back 

i n February, and i t t a l k e d about a program i n 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . And one of the i m p o r t a n t s e r v i c e s 

t h i s program g i v e s i s h e l p i n g those w i t h 

i n t e l l e c t u a l a b i l i t i e s f i n d employment so t h a t 

t h e y may f u l f i l l t h e i r d e s i r e t o be c o n t r i b u t i n g 

members of s o c i e t y , i n g e n e r a l . 

I t ' s g oing t o l o s e over 1.9 m i l l i o n . 

L i k e o t h e r a g e n c i e s , i t has t o t u r n p r o s p e c t i v e 

c l i e n t s away. There are n e a r l y 16,000 people 

S t a t e w i d e on the w a i t i n g l i s t f o r these 

s e r v i c e s , i n c l u d i n g over 2,000 i n P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

But they are not a l o n e . Low-income p a r e n t s who 

r e l y on c h i l d c a r e a s s i s t a n c e t o h e l p them a f f o r d 

t o pay c h i l d c a r e may soon f i n d themselves on a 

w a i t i n g l i s t . I r o n i c a l l y , t hese programs h e l p 



m a i n t a i n employment, and i t w i l l soon be c u t . 

Daycare s e r v i c e s w i l l a l s o soon f i n d 

themselves -- daycare s e r v i c e p r o v i d e r s , pardon 

me, Mr. Chairman, w i l l a l s o soon f i n d themselves 

s t r u g g l i n g t o p r o v i d e s e r v i c e s f o r l e s s . And 

t h i s budget p r o p o s a l c o u l d cut a l i f e l i n e t o 

more than 31,000 P e n n s y l v a n i a n s --

P h i l a d e l p h i a n s , and 61,000 P e n n s y l v a n i a n s , 

e l i m i n a t i n g cash a s s i s t a n c e used f o r c l o t h e s and 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

Governor C o r b e t t ' s b l o c k g r a n t 

p r o p o s a l , the one t h a t c u t s county f u n d i n g 20 

p e r c e n t , l e a v e s me w i t h some q u e s t i o n s . How 

w i l l funds be d i s t r i b u t e d among i t s 67 c o u n t i e s ? 

How w i l l c o u n t i e s meet t h e i r r e s i d e n t s ' needs? 

How w i l l t h a t a f f e c t the i n c r e a s i n g number of 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s who f i n d themselves i n need of 

DPW because of the economy? How w i l l we change 

mandates t o g i v e c o u n t i e s f l e x i b i l i t y t o work 

w i t h t h a t d e c r e a s e d f u n d i n g ? How w i l l we t r a c k 

f u n d i n g t o ensure t h a t the b l o c k grant f u n d i n g 

i s r e a l l y g e t t i n g t o i t s i n t e n d e d g o a l , t o the 

people who need i t ? 

Mr. Speaker, I am w o r r i e d f o r a l l 

these p e o p l e . Times are tough, every cut a c r o s s 



the board i s r i s i n g , j o b s are har d t o f i n d , and 

good p a y i n g j o b s are even s c a r c e r . And how i s 

our Governor responding? He i s s i n k i n g every 

l i f e b o a t t h a t the t r u l y needy people of t h i s 

Commonwealth have t o s t a y a f l o a t . 

Worse y e t , at the same time, he i s 

g i v i n g r i c h c o r p o r a t i o n s every advantage at the 

expense of the p o o r e s t . The s a y i n g , the r i c h 

keep g e t t i n g r i c h e r and the poor keep g e t t i n g 

p o o r e r , I b e l i e v e we have a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o 

the poor, the n e g l e c t e d c h i l d r e n , the e l d e r l y 

and the d i s a d v a n t a g e d . 

Whosoever you do t o the l e a s t of my 

people t h a t you do unto me. How we t r e a t our 

most needy people says a l o t about who we a r e . 

Thi s budget p r o p o s a l i s not how we 

s h o u l d operate as a Commonwealth, and I w i l l 

oppose i t through the coming budget 

n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

The next member of the Ge n e r a l 

Assembly t o t e s t i f y w i l l be R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mark 

G i l l e n . 



Good a f t e r n o o n , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

REPRESENTATIVE GILLEN: Good a f t e r n o o n 

Mr. Chairman, Chairman Markosek and 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d s t a f f and members of the 

A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Committee. 

I f I c o u l d j u s t mention f o r a moment 

the Department of P u b l i c W e l f a r e budget. I 

heard from one of my d i s t i n g u i s h e d c o l l e a g u e s 

w i t h r e g a r d s t o the cut i n the Department of 

P u b l i c W e l f a r e . C e r t a i n l y one c o u l d l o o k at the 

enormous numbers i n DPW and conclude t h a t a 

r e d u c t i o n of t h r e e - q u a r t e r s of one p e r c e n t i s 

h i g h l y u n l i k e l y t o r e s u l t i n some of the d i r e 

p r e d i c t i o n s t h a t we've heard here. In f a c t , a 

v e r y good case c o u l d be made t h a t a r e d u c t i o n of 

t h r e e - q u a r t e r s of one p e r c e n t i s p r o b a b l y not 

deep enough i n the DPW budget w i t h r e g a r d t o 

h i g h l y - p u b l i c i z e d cases of abuse and f r a u d and 

waste. 

B e f o r e I drove i n t h i s morning, I d i d 

my customary j o g over at a t r a c k next t o our 

house. And we have a number of i n t e r s e c t i o n s 

w i t h our n e i g h b o r s , a bus d r i v e r , a s e n i o r , a 

r e t i r e e , and a businessman. And I heard one 

f a m i l i a r theme from each of them. They wanted 



t o see an end t o t a x and borrow and spend i n 

H a r r i s b u r g . 

We've heard a b i t about compassion 

today, and r a i s i n g t a x e s on s e n i o r s and pu s h i n g 

s e n i o r c i t i z e n s and those w i t h the l i m i t e d 

a b i l i t y t o pay out of t h e i r homes i s f a r from 

b e i n g compassionate. Reducing the s i z e of the 

c o s t of governance i s what my c o n s t i t u e n t s back 

home, i n the p l a c e t h a t I c a l l Berks County, are 

i n t e r e s t e d i n . 

I see some b r i g h t spots i n the budget 

as a former c o r r e c t i o n a l and as a 20-plus year 

emergency m e d i c a l t e c h n i c i a n . I'm encouraged 

when I see space made i n the budget f o r a 

hundred a d d i t i o n a l s t a t e t r o o p e r s . I am 

concerned, o b v i o u s l y , as many of you are here, 

as we g r a p p l e w i t h f u n d i n g f o r i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . But I'd l i k e t o make a 

s u g g e s t i o n t o not o n l y my c o n s t i t u e n t community 

about the L e g i s l a t u r e and the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 

t h a t b e f o r e we s t a r t t a l k i n g about t o l l s and 

ta x e s and f e e s , t h a t we ought t o l o o k at 

f e r r e t i n g out waste. We ought t o l o o k at 

r e d u c t i o n s i n the s i z e and the c o s t s of 

government. 



And as I t a l k t o average people i n the 

s t r e e t and i n the community i n my s m a l l town of 

Mohnton, t h e y ' r e enormously encouraged t h a t 

we're l o o k i n g at r i g h t - s i z i n g government. 

Now, we're going t o have 

disagreements, and t h e r e ought t o be a s p i r i t e d 

debate on where the b e l t - t i g h t e n i n g ought t o 

come from. I'm an A c t 48 c e r t i f i e d t e a c h e r . 

I've been a guest t e a c h e r i n the p u b l i c s c h o o l s . 

I'm a pro d u c t of the p u b l i c e d u c a t i o n system. 

The f i r s t c o l l e g e I went t o was a community 

c o l l e g e . The l a s t c o l l e g e I went t o f o r some 

EMT t r a i n i n g was a community c o l l e g e . 

I graduated from Kutztown S t a t e 

U n i v e r s i t y , and so I c e r t a i n l y t h i n k t h e r e i s a 

need t o r e - c a l i b r a t e and tak e a h a r d e r l o o k at 

the f u n d i n g w i t h r e g a r d s t o e d u c a t i o n . 

While we're d e a l i n g w i t h the s u b j e c t 

of s c h o o l s , and i t ' s come up i n t h i s G e n e r a l 

Assembly and c e r t a i n l y i n the Governor's speech, 

t h e r e i s a need f o r mandate r e l i e f on the 

p e r s o n n e l s i d e , on the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s i d e , on 

the b u i l d i n g s i d e , i f we're l o o k i n g f o r e f f i c a c y 

of c o s t s a v i n g s w i t h r e g a r d t o our s c h o o l s . 

I don't want t o s t e a l any of Ma r i o 



S c a v e l l o ' s thunder on p r o p e r t y t a x , but might I 

add t h a t the p r o p e r t y t a x e s i n Berks County as a 

p e r c e n t of home v a l u e are one of the h i g h e s t i n 

the Commonwealth of P e n n s y l v a n i a . M a r i o may 

have the u l t i m a t e t i t l e , but i n the U n i t e d 

S t a t e s of America, as I've l o o k e d at 792 

C o u n t i e s w i t h p o p u l a t i o n s of 65,000 people or 

more and I compare our p r o p e r t y t a x e s , not o n l y 

i n a raw number i n Berks County, but as a 

p e r c e n t of income because I'm concerned about my 

c o n s t i t u e n t s ' a b i l i t y t o pay. 

T h i s G e n e r a l Assembly and t h i s 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n needs t o d e a l w i t h runaway, 

o u t - o f - c o n t r o l p r o p e r t y t a x e s . Because at the 

end of the day, whatever c o n v e r s a t i o n we have 

about t r a n s p o r t a t i o n or about e d u c a t i o n or any 

o t h e r s u b j e c t are muted by the r e a l i t y t h a t 

every day i n the Commonwealth of P e n n s y l v a n i a 

your c o n s t i t u e n t s and my c o n s t i t u e n t s are put on 

the c u r b s i d e . And our C o n s t i t u t i o n a l r i g h t s 

don't mean a whole l o t when we're s i t t i n g next 

t o the s t r e e t i n a p i l e of boxes. 

And so I encourage t h i s G e n e r a l 

Assembly t o t a k e on the i s s u e t h a t most of my 

C o n s t i t u e n t s are t a l k i n g about on a d a i l y b a s i s . 



Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

The next R e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o t e s t i f y 

w i l l be R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M a r i a D o n a t u c c i from 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

Good a f t e r n o o n , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

REPRESENTATIVE DONATUCCI: Good 

a f t e r n o o n , Mr. Chairman and the Committee. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: N i c e t o see you. 

REPRESENTATIVE DONATUCCI: Thank you. 

And I thank you f o r g i v i n g me t h i s time t o 

t e s t i f y . 

My comments a r e n ' t about an a l l o c a t i o n 

of money, but, r a t h e r , p r i o r i t i e s and an 

o p p o r t u n i t y missed, but which can and s h o u l d be 

r e c t i f i e d . 

My d i s t r i c t and o t h e r s i n P h i l a d e l p h i a 

and Delaware C o u n t i e s are f a l l i n g i n t o a 

d i s a s t e r . Not a d i s a s t e r of r a i n or wind or 

earthquake, even though we've e x p e r i e n c e d a l l 

t h r e e i n the p a s t year. I t ' s a slow-motion 

economic d i s a s t e r . The l o s s of 2,000 jo b s at 

t h r e e o i l r e f i n e r i e s i n T r a i n e r , Marcus Hook and 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . Thousands more jo b s and even the 



f i n a n c i a l v i a b i l i t y of some m u n i c i p a l i t i e s are 

t h r e a t e n e d by the r i p p l e e f f e c t t h a t the l o s s of 

2,000 w e l l - p a y i n g j o b s w i l l have. 

In the p a s t , when a s i n g l e r e f i n e r y 

anywhere i n the n a t i o n i s damaged by some storm 

or mishap, t h e r e was worry and s p e c u l a t i o n about 

i t s impact on f u e l p r i c e s . Is i t j u s t a 

c o i n c i d e n c e t h a t t h r e e , t h r e e r e f i n e r i e s w i t h i n 

a few m i l e s of each o t h e r are b e i n g shut down at 

r o u g h l y the same time and at the time of year 

where f u e l p r i c e s are peaking? Some e x p e r t s 

b e l i e v e g a s o l i n e p r i c e s c o u l d h i t $5 a g a l l o n or 

more i n the coming months. 

Is i t a c o i n c i d e n c e t h a t the c l o s i n g s 

of these t h r e e r e f i n e r i e s and the r e s u l t i n g f u e l 

p r i c e s p i k e s are happening i n a P r e s i d e n t i a l 

year? Whether by c o i n c i d e n c e or by p l a n , the 

people of my d i s t r i c t are caught i n the m i d d l e . 

We have r e p e a t e d l y asked the Governor 

t o t a k e a v i s i b l e l e a d e r s h i p r o l e t o as s u r e the 

people l o s i n g t h e i r j o b s t h a t t h e i r S t a t e 

government i s on t h e i r s i d e and d o i n g e v e r y t h i n g 

p o s s i b l e t o get those r e f i n e r i e s opened. 

I n s t e a d , we get vague assurances t h a t 

the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s working on i t and t h e r e ' s 



someone t h i n k i n g of b u y i n g the f a c i l i t i e s , or 

one of the f a c i l i t i e s . 

R eports are t h a t the Governor i s about 

t o go on a t r a d e m i s s i o n t o Europe. How about a 

t r a d e m i s s i o n t o South P h i l a d e l p h i a t o l e a r n 

about the impact the r e f i n e r y c l o s i n g s w i l l have 

on the unemployed workers, l o c a l b u s i n e s s e s and 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , and t o t e l l the people what i s 

b e i n g done i n response? 

The impact t o South P h i l a d e l p h i a , 

Southwest P h i l a d e l p h i a and Delaware County w i l l 

be huge and w i l l r e s u l t i n l o c a l m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 

s c r a m b l i n g f o r l o s t revenue, and then they w i l l 

be burdened even more by S t a t e c u t s . 

I a l s o wish t o add my d i s a p p o i n t m e n t 

over the M a r c e l l u s Shale Impact Fee. The S t a t e 

C o n s t i t u t i o n says the r e s o u r c e s of the S t a t e 

b e l o n g t o a l l the c i t i z e n s , but the c i t i z e n s of 

my d i s t r i c t won't see one t h i n dime. In my own 

community and a c r o s s the S t a t e , s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s 

are s c r a m b l i n g t o make up f o r the l o s s of S t a t e 

s u b s i d i e s f o r p u b l i c e d u c a t i o n . The g i f t of the 

t i n i e s t impact t a x on the gas companies i s 

j u x t a p o s e d a g a i n s t the c o n t i n u i n g and even 

growing burden a l r e a d y on l o c a l t a x p a y e r s . 



In s c h o o l s a c r o s s the S t a t e , c l a s s 

s i z e s are b e i n g i n c r e a s e d , academic o f f e r i n g s 

are b e i n g trimmed, s p o r t s teams are b e i n g 

c o n s o l i d a t e d or e l i m i n a t e d , or the s t u d e n t s are 

goi n g t o have t o pay a fee t o p a r t i c i p a t e , j u s t 

l i k e a t a x . 

The Governor, the L e g i s l a t u r e and 

s c h o o l boards have the easy r o l e s i n the slow 

g l u t t i n g of our p u b l i c s c h o o l s . L o c a l t a x p a y e r s 

have a h a r d e r r o l e when asked t o s u p p l y more i n 

p r o p e r t y t a x e s t o make up f o r the S t a t e 

e d u c a t i o n c u t s . But the toughest r o l e i n t h i s 

i s r e s e r v e d f o r the s t u d e n t s . They have t o l i v e 

w i t h i t . And the reduced e d u c a t i o n a l r e s o u r c e s 

and o p p o r t u n i t y w i l l shadow them f o r the r e s t of 

t h e i r l i f e . 

As t h i s Committee d e l i b e r a t e s what i t 

has l e a r n e d i n t h e i r h e a r i n g s , I hope t h a t 

s e r v i c e t o the people and t o t h e i r w e l l - b e i n g 

wins out over p o l i t i c s . 

As i t was f o r our p a r e n t s , our g o a l 

s h o u l d be t o make our n a t i o n and Commonwealth 

b e t t e r f o r the c h i l d r e n now growing up i n s t e a d 

of s u r r e n d e r i n g t o s h o r t - t e r m p o l i t i c a l g a i n s . 

I n s t e a d , the odds are growing a g a i n s t the coming 



g e n e r a t i o n s . The budget c u t s and c u t s t o 

s e r v i c e s i s making even a more b l e a k f u t u r e . 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you v e r y much, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , f o r your t e s t i m o n y . 

REPRESENTATIVE DONATUCCI: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: The next t e s t i f i e r 

w i l l be R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mark Cohen from 

P h i l a d e l p h i a County. 

Good a f t e r n o o n , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

REPRESENTATIVE COHEN: Good a f t e r n o o n , 

Mr. Chairman. Good a f t e r n o o n , Chairman 

Markosek, d i s t i n g u i s h e d members of the 

Committee. I a p p r e c i a t e the o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

t e s t i f y . I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t a l l members have the 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e s t i f y . 

I agree, as you might expect, most 

w i t h the Democratic c o l l e a g u e s you've heard so 

f a r . I would l i k e t o respond t o a 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G i l l e n ' s statement about p r o p e r t y 

t a x e s . Yes, we need t o do more about p r o p e r t y 

t a x e s , but the way we do more about p r o p e r t y 

t a x e s i s we g i v e more S t a t e money t o l o c a l 

governments and s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s so they don't 

have t o spend l o c a l r e s o u r c e s . They c o u l d spend 



S t a t e r e s o u r c e s . 

When we cut S t a t e r e s o u r c e s , we are 

v o t i n g t o i n c r e a s e l o c a l p r o p e r t y t a x e s . Now, 

my -- I w i l l g i v e you, v e r y b r i e f l y , my sense of 

what t h i s budget ought t o be d o i n g . We ought t o 

be r e s t o r i n g the b e n e f i t c u t s enacted over the 

l a s t 14 months i n the Department of P u b l i c 

W e l f a r e . Food stamps stands out as an i s s u e 

where t h e r e ' s no S t a t e s a v i n g s at a l l i n c u t t i n g 

the food stamps, because we were t a l k i n g about 

F e d e r a l d o l l a r s , not s t a t e d o l l a r s . But even 

where t h e r e are S t a t e d o l l a r s i n v o l v e d , we ought 

not t o be c u t t i n g those b e n e f i t s . People 

d e s p e r a t e l y need them. 

Second, we ought t o be i n c r e a s i n g the 

e d u c a t i o n budget t o r e s t o r e i t back i n the 

d i r e c t i o n t h a t i t used t o be. The i n c r e a s e i n 

the v a l u a t i o n of the Dow Jones -- of the s t o c k 

market, as measured by the Dow Jones average and 

o t h e r averages, s h o u l d mean t h a t t h e r e w i l l be 

lower c o s t s f o r s c h o o l r e t i r e m e n t t h i s year. I t 

s h o u l d mean t h a t t h e r e w i l l be lower c o s t s f o r 

s c h o o l r e t i r e m e n t s i n the f u t u r e . There i s some 

money t h e r e , whatever t h a t money i s , and w e ' l l 

f i n d out, o b v i o u s l y , i n more d e t a i l how much 



t h a t money i s by where the s e averages s t a n d as 

we f i n i s h budget d e l i b e r a t i o n s , but t h a t money 

t h a t i s saved as a r e s u l t of reduced p e n s i o n 

c o s t s ought t o go d i r e c t l y i n t o p u b l i c 

e d u c a t i o n . 

The p u b l i c e d u c a t i o n budget i s 

d i s m a l l y low compared t o what i t ought t o be. 

Money spent f o r p u b l i c e d u c a t i o n at a l l l e v e l s , 

from K through c o l l e g e and graduate s c h o o l , i s a 

good investment f o r the f u t u r e of P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

T h i r d , we have t o r e p a i r our roads and 

b r i d g e s . We ought t o be a b l e t o c r o s s p a r t y 

l i n e s and work t o g e t h e r i n o r d e r t o do t h a t . We 

need t o have b e t t e r roads. We need b e t t e r mass 

t r a n s i t . The more money we spend f o r mass 

t r a n s i t , the more a t t r a c t i v e mass t r a n s i t w i l l 

be, and the l e s s of a burden i t i s on the roads 

and b r i d g e s of our Commonwealth. Money f o r mass 

t r a n s i t saves money f o r o t h e r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

c o s t s i n the l o n g r un. 

And, f i n a l l y , I would l i k e t o suggest 

t h a t the L e g i s l a t u r e l o o k i n t o r e s t o r i n g 

l e g i s l a t i v e i n i t i a t i v e g r a n t s . I've heard the 

argument t h a t they o n l y e x i s t f o r our own 

b e n e f i t f o r r e - e l e c t i o n . But, i n c r e a s i n g l y , as 



I go around my d i s t r i c t and o t h e r p a r t s of 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , I hear o t h e r arguments from the 

people who are a f f e c t e d , t h a t the programs 

a c t u a l l y had v a l u e , t h a t people miss the money 

they were g e t t i n g , t h a t s e r v i c e s t h a t had been 

o f f e r e d b e f o r e are not b e i n g o f f e r e d now, and 

they do not r e a l l y u n d e r s t a n d the argument t h a t 

t h e s e -- t h a t t h e s e moneys were j u s t f o r our own 

r e - e l e c t i o n t o o l . They b e l i e v e they are needed 

p u b l i c s e r v i c e s . So I t h i n k they ought t o be 

r e s t o r e d , put i n whatever t r a n s p a r e n c y measures 

people t h i n k i s a p p r o p r i a t e , but l o c a l 

communities need d i r e c t money. And i t ' s a l o t 

cheaper t o meet i n d i v i d u a l needs of l o c a l 

communities than t o t r y t o s e t up a S t a t e 

b e n e f i t program and say t h a t everybody s h a l l get 

money f o r t h i s purpose or t h a t purpose. Maybe 

t h e r e are o n l y a few communities t h a t r e a l l y 

need the money f o r t h i s or t h a t purpose. I t ' s 

much s i m p l e r t o operate through l e g i s l a t i v e 

i n i t i a t i v e g r a n t s than i t i s through massive 

St a t e w i d e programs. 

I b e l i e v e t h a t we have o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

here f o r b i p a r t i s a n c o o p e r a t i o n . We have s o r t 

of c o o p e r a t e d i n the p a s t by the Democrats 



making statements and the C o r b e t t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

then r e s p o n d i n g t o the statements i n terms of 

program m o d i f i c a t i o n . I guess we can c o n t i n u e 

i n t h i s form of p u b l i c n e g o t i a t i o n , i f t h a t ' s 

d e s i r e d . But I would a l s o hope t h a t we can work 

t o g e t h e r i n a c o n s t r u c t i v e manner, knowing the 

i n t e r e s t s of the o t h e r s i d e and t r y i n g t o 

produce a budget i n s t e a d of p a s s i n g on a, 

b a s i c a l l y , p a r t i s a n v o t e , t o pass w i t h an 

overwhelming b i p a r t i s a n v o t e i n both houses of 

the G e n e r a l Assembly. 

Thank you v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Cohen. 

The next t e s t i f i e r w i l l be 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e Bryan C u t l e r from L a n c a s t e r 

County. 

REPRESENTATIVE CUTLER: Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Good a f t e r n o o n , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

REPRESENTATIVE CUTLER: Good 

a f t e r n o o n , Chairman Adolph and Chairman 

Markosek. P l e a s u r e t o be here. 

I'm p r o b a b l y g o i n g t o s w i t c h gears and 



go t o , I hope, what i s a l e s s c o n t r o v e r s i a l 

t o p i c . 

As many of the members know, one of 

the i s s u e s t h a t I advocate a n n u a l l y on i s i n 

regards t o Lou Gearing's f u n d i n g and the care of 

the p a t i e n t s t h a t are t h e r e . 

In f i s c a l year 2010 and '11 I worked 

w i t h Josh S h a p i r o t o have a l i n e i t e m i n c l u d e d 

i n the Department of H e a l t h , and t h a t money was 

used t o care f o r the r o u g h l y 800 p a t i e n t s t h a t 

we have here i n the Commonwealth. 

What I would r e s p e c t f u l l y r e q u e s t i s , 

as we r e c o n s i d e r the budget and we p r i o r i t i z e 

the spending t h e r e , t h a t we e v a l u a t e how t h a t 

money was spent and the money t h a t was saved i n 

r e l a t i o n t o t h a t spending. And h o p e f u l l y we 

c o u l d f i n d a couple hundred thousand d o l l a r s t o 

r e - a l l o c a t e i n t o t h a t program. 

As you a l l know, t h i s i s an i s s u e t h a t 

i s v e r y p e r s o n a l f o r me. Both of my p a r e n t s 

passed away from Lou Gehr i g ' s d i s e a s e when I was 

much younger, and so I w i l l be v e r y f r e e t o 

admit my b i a s r e g a r d i n g t h i s s p e c i f i c d i s e a s e . 

However, I have a g r e a t e r concern. 

Because t h i s d i s e a s e , w h i l e the l i f e expectancy 



was o n l y two years when my p a r e n t s were 

diagnosed, has now moved up i n t o the f i v e t o 

seven y e a r s . These i n d i v i d u a l s t y p i c a l l y end up 

i n n u r s i n g homes and s u b s e q u e n t l y on M e d i c a i d , 

once they run out of money. And so t h e r e ' s a 

s u b s t a n t i a l c o s t t o the S t a t e , p o t e n t i a l l y up t o 

$90,000 a year t h a t we i n c u r as we care f o r 

these p a t i e n t s . There i s a much b e t t e r 

a l t e r n a t i v e both from a care p e r s p e c t i v e , as 

w e l l as a s a v i n g s p e r s p e c t i v e , i f we care f o r 

these i n d i v i d u a l s i n t h e i r homes. 

I t ' s proven t h a t we can save a 

s u b s t a n t i a l amount of money. Many times the 

c a r e g i v e r s are a mix of h i r e d h e l p from the 

o u t s i d e , from home h e a l t h a g e n c i e s and t h i n g s 

l i k e t h a t , which I know are c u r r e n t l y a l s o 

s t r u g g l i n g i n t h i s budget, but a l s o f a m i l y 

members, f r i e n d s and neighbors t h a t t y p i c a l l y 

c are f o r these i n d i v i d u a l s . 

My main concern, though, i s even 

b i g g e r than the 800 p a t i e n t s t h a t are c u r r e n t l y 

here. Because, o b v i o u s l y , me coming a s k i n g f o r 

h e l p doesn't do a n y t h i n g f o r my p a r e n t s . They 

have a l r e a d y passed, and many of the f r i e n d s 

t h a t I got t o know at the same time my p a r e n t s 



were i l l have a l s o passed. But as a 

Commonwealth, we're f a c i n g a v e r y s t a r k r e a l i t y . 

And t h a t r e a l i t y i s t h a t we have the l a r g e s t 

m a j o r i t y of deployed N a t i o n a l Reservemen i n the 

c o u n t r y . 

And the reason t h a t i s so i m p o r t a n t i s 

because t h e r e ' s a v e r y d e f i n i t i v e l i n k between 

s e r v i c e i n the m i l i t a r y and Lou G e h r i g ' s 

D i s e a s e . In f a c t , s t u d i e s have demonstrated 

t h a t , d a t i n g back t o World War I I , t h e y ' r e 

almost t w i c e as l i k e l y t o c o n t r a c t Lou G e h r i g ' s 

D i s e a s e , or some o t h e r n e u r o l o g i c a l d i s o r d e r 

t h a t ' s r o u g h l y a s s o c i a t e d i n the f a m i l y . And 

t h a t ' s the concern t h a t I have. 

As we have our c o n t i n g e n t of t r o o p s 

who are b r a v e l y d e f e n d i n g us a c r o s s the w o r l d , 

t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o r e t u r n home. And the 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i s i n p l a c e . And i f we don't 

fund i t or we don't f u l l y support i t now, i t may 

be gone by the time t h a t those v e t e r a n s t r u l y 

need i t . 

So I'm h o p e f u l and, a g a i n , 

r e s p e c t f u l l y r e q u e s t -- I know i n 2010/'11 the 

a l l o c a t i o n was about $325,000, I b e l i e v e -- you 

know, something i n t h a t neighborhood. O b v i o u s l y 



I would l o v e t o have more than t h a t because 

t h e r e ' s s u b s t a n t i a l r e t u r n on investment t h e r e . 

But the r e a l i t y i s , our v e t e r a n s are r e t u r n i n g 

home, t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o have these problems, and 

I t h i n k we owe i t t o them i n o r d e r t o have t h a t 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i n p l a c e i n o r d e r t o meet t h e i r 

needs. 

I ' l l be g l a d t o d i s t r i b u t e some 

i n f o r m a t i o n a f t e r w a r d s , because I want t o be 

m i n d f u l of your time, and I ' l l f o l l o w up w i t h 

some of the s p e c i f i c data i n r e g a r d s t o what i t 

c o s t s t o care f o r i n d i v i d u a l s i n n u r s i n g 

f a c i l i t i e s v e r s u s a home. And I ' l l be happy t o 

answer any q u e s t i o n s a f t e r w a r d s once I send the 

i n f o r m a t i o n . 

Thank you f o r your t i m e . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: And thank you, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , f o r your t e s t i m o n y . 

Thank you. 

The next t e s t i f i e r w i l l be 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e R i c k M i r a b i t o from the 83rd 

L e g i s l a t i v e D i s t r i c t . 

Good a f t e r n o o n , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

REPRESENTATIVE MIRABITO: Good 

a f t e r n o o n . 



Thank you, Chairman Adolph and 

Chairman Markosek and the o t h e r members of the 

Committee. Thank you f o r p r o v i d i n g the 

o p p o r t u n i t y f o r me t o speak on b e h a l f of the 

people of the 83rd L e g i s l a t i v e D i s t r i c t . 

One-half of the p o p u l a t i o n of the 83rd 

l i v e s i n W i l l i a m s p o r t , a t h i r d - c l a s s c i t y 

l o c a t e d i n Lycoming County and North C e n t r a l 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , and the r e s t l i v e i n e i g h t o t h e r 

townships and boroughs s u r r o u n d i n g W i l l i a m s p o r t . 

When I spoke w i t h you a year ago, we 

emphasized how S t a t e budget c u t s h u r t e d u c a t i o n 

i n r u r a l communities and s h i f t e d the t a x burden 

t o p r o p e r t y owners. I'm d i s h e a r t e n e d t o t e l l 

you t h a t we have the same problems b e f o r e us as 

we address the 2012/2013 budget. 

I've l e a r n e d two l e s s o n s from these 

budget debates. F i r s t , a l t h o u g h we may t r y t o 

reduce S t a t e spending, the problems i n our 

communities do not go away. Second, we need t o 

r e c o g n i z e t h a t r u r a l and urban communities are 

f u n d a m e n t a l l y d i f f e r e n t i n t h e i r economic 

s t r u c t u r e . Put s i m p l y , they are p o o r e r and l e s s 

a b l e t o s u s t a i n massive S t a t e c u t s i n f u n d i n g . 

Today I want t o address these i s s u e s 



i n the c o n t e x t of how budget c u t s i n r u r a l 

communities a f f e c t e d u c a t i o n , p u b l i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f o r the most v u l n e r a b l e of our 

c i t i z e n s and S t a t e P o l i c e f u n c t i o n s . 

When we a n a l y z e the s i t u a t i o n f a c i n g 

many of our r u r a l communities, we see t h a t they 

are f u n d a m e n t a l l y d i f f e r e n t from the more 

a f f l u e n t p a r t s of the S t a t e . In f a c t , they 

share many of the problems and economic 

s t r u g g l e s of our urban a r e a s . For example, i f 

we l o o k at the 83rd L e g i s l a t i v e D i s t r i c t i n 

Lycoming County, we see a s t a r k comparison w i t h 

the r e s t of P e n n s y l v a n i a . Thus, the S t a t e w i d e 

median household income i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 50,398, 

but Lycoming County's median income i s a l i t t l e 

over 42,000, a f u l l 15.3 p e r c e n t lower. And i n 

the t h i r d - c l a s s C i t y of W i l l i a m s p o r t , our median 

household income i s o n l y i n the rage of 28,000, 

a l e v e l t h a t compares w i t h s e c t i o n s of 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s l a r g e urban communities. 

As you know, t h i s means t h a t h a l f of 

our households are l i v i n g on l e s s than $28,000 a 

year. We have s i m i l a r median incomes i n the 

more r u r a l p a r t s of Lycoming County. 

P a r t of the reason our household 



incomes are lower i s t h a t we have fewer 

i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n , t h u s , 

S t a t e w i d e , over 26 p e r c e n t of persons over the 

age of 25 have a b a c h e l o r ' s degree, but i n 

Lycoming County, o n l y 18.8 p e r c e n t have t h i s 

l e v e l of e d u c a t i o n . And, f i n a l l y , w h i l e 

S t a t e w i d e we have 12.4 p e r c e n t of the p o p u l a t i o n 

l i v i n g below the p o v e r t y l e v e l , i n Lycoming 

County we have over 14 p e r c e n t l i v i n g below the 

p o v e r t y l e v e l . 

Because the r u r a l and urban areas of 

our S t a t e are p o o r e r , we r e l y more on S t a t e h e l p 

i n the areas of e d u c a t i o n and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

As you can imagine, i t ' s d i f f i c u l t t o own and 

m a i n t a i n a c a r on a median income of $28,000. 

And yet we have l a r g e d i s t a n c e s t o t r a v e l w i t h i n 

t h e s e r u r a l communities t o get t o j o b s , s c h o o l s 

and h e a l t h c a r e f a c i l i t i e s . 

Your Committee has heard from a number 

of e n t i t i e s r e g a r d i n g S t a t e f u n d i n g f o r 

e d u c a t i o n . My c o n s t i t u e n t s c o n t i n u e t o t e l l me 

t h a t e d u c a t i o n i s a fundamental t o o l t o f o s t e r 

economic development and t h a t a s k i l l e d 

w o r k f o r c e i s e s s e n t i a l t o meet the needs of 

e x i s t i n g b u s i n e s s e s and t o e n t i c e b u s i n e s s e s t o 



come t o P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

My c o n s t i t u e n t s a l s o t e l l me t h a t the 

proposed budget does not a d e q u a t e l y i n v e s t i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s f u t u r e i n the area of e d u c a t i o n . 

While we a l l know t h a t s i m p l y t h r o w i n g money at 

e d u c a t i o n w i l l not improve i t , we s h o u l d a l s o 

know t h a t s t r i p p i n g r e s o u r c e s from s c h o o l s w i l l 

not advance the q u a l i t y of e d u c a t i o n e i t h e r . 

L a s t year the massive c u t s t o p u b l i c 

e d u c a t i o n f e l l most h e a v i l y on our r u r a l and 

urban s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s . T h i s appears t o be 

happening a g a i n t h i s year. Under t h i s budget, 

s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s may be f o r c e d t o d e c i d e whether 

t o keep p r e s c h o o l and k i n d e r g a r t e n programs. 

These are programs which have proven t o be v e r y 

e f f e c t i v e i n the area of c h i l d h o o d e d u c a t i o n , 

but we have not made them a p r i o r i t y i n t h i s 

S t a t e budget. 

E a r l y e d u c a t i o n i s not an o p t i o n f o r 

us i n r u r a l communities. I t ' s an i m p e r a t i v e . 

E a r l y c h i l d h o o d programs not o n l y h e l p poor 

c h i l d r e n , they h e l p c h i l d r e n from a l s o 

socioeconomic c l a s s e s . Our c h i l d r e n i n r u r a l 

communities need the b e n e f i t s of p r e s c h o o l and 

k i n d e r g a r t e n i n o r d e r t o grow i n t o c o n t r i b u t i n g 



c i t i z e n s and be a b l e t o compete i n a g l o b a l 

economy. 

In a d d i t i o n , under t h i s budget, s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t s w i l l be f o r c e d t o pay f o r cyber and 

c h a r t e r s c h o o l s w i t h o u t S t a t e a s s i s t a n c e . T h i s 

p o l i c y puts more p r e s s u r e on s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s . 

The c u t s i n e d u c a t i o n t h a t have 

o c c u r r e d i n our r u r a l communities over the l a s t 

two years are d e v a s t a t i n g . For example, the 

p e r - s t u d e n t c u t s f o r the s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s i n the 

83rd L e g i s l a t i v e D i s t r i c t f o r two years i n c l u d e 

$275 per s t u d e n t , or $6,875 per c l a s s r o o m f o r 

L o y a l s o c k Township; $578 per s t u d e n t , or $14,450 

per c l a s s r o o m f o r South W i l l i a m s p o r t ; and $720 

per s t u d e n t , or $18,000 per c l a s s r o o m f o r the 

W i l l i a m s p o r t Area School D i s t r i c t . By the way, 

the W i l l i a m s p o r t Area School D i s t r i c t has a 

p o v e r t y r a t i o of about 62 p e r c e n t . 

C o n s t i t u e n t s i n the 83rd D i s t r i c t are 

concerned t h a t even as s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s t r y t o 

cut back on spending, f i x e d overhead c o s t s w i l l 

f o r c e l o c a l p r o p e r t y t a x i n c r e a s e s on s t r u g g l i n g 

homeowners and r e t i r e e s . For example, when o i l 

reaches a hundred d o l l a r s a b a r r e l , the e f f e c t s 

permeate throughout the e n t i r e economy, 



i n c l u d i n g s c h o o l d i s t r i c t budgets. Thus, w h i l e 

many say t h a t t h e r e ' s no t a x i n c r e a s e at the 

S t a t e l e v e l , we are s h i f t i n g the c o s t and the 

t a x burdens t o the l o c a l l e v e l , a g a i n , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y d e v a s t a t i n g f o r r u r a l communities 

which have a l e s s - d e v e l o p e d economy. 

The s h i f t i n g of c o s t s and burdens has 

o c c u r r e d i n the area of h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n . 

A g a i n , these types of c u t s h i t our r u r a l 

r e s i d e n t s h a r d e s t because our r u r a l f a m i l i e s 

have lower median household incomes and l e s s 

d i s p o s a b l e income f o r c o l l e g e or t e c h n i c a l 

t r a i n i n g . 

We a l s o see the e f f e c t s of the S t a t e 

budget c u t s i n r u r a l communities i n the area of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f o r our most v u l n e r a b l e c i t i z e n s . 

As an example, STEP i s a l o c a l n o n p r o f i t shared 

r i d e p r o v i d e r , and i t ' s been i n the b u s i n e s s of 

p r o v i d i n g people t o get t o t h e i r appointments 

f o r more than 35 y e a r s . I t ' s worked on a 

365-day, 24/7 b a s i s i n a 2,100 square m i l e area 

of two c o u n t i e s , Lycoming and C l i n t o n . 

D u r i n g the l a s t 10 y e a r s , STEP has p r o v i d e d 

almost 1.4 m i l l i o n one-way t r i p s and has logged 

over 10 m i l l i o n m i l e s , meeting the 



t r a n s p o r t a t i o n needs of s e n i o r s , the b l i n d and 

o t h e r s w i t h p h y s i c a l and i n t e l l e c t u a l 

d i s a b i l i t i e s . 

T h i s s e r v i c e h e l p s them remain 

independent. Many of these appointments are f o r 

l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g needs, l i k e cancer t r e a t m e n t and 

d i a l y s i s , and many are f o r c r i t i c a l m e d i c a l 

needs, l i k e p r i m a r y c a r e , l a b work, p h y s i c a l 

t h e r a p y , mental h e a l t h and i n t e l l e c t u a l 

d i s a b i l i t y s e r v i c e s . S t i l l o t h e r s are f o r 

employment and s o c i a l appointments f o r s e n i o r s . 

A l l are e s s e n t i a l t o our r u r a l 

r e s i d e n t s t o remain independent and v i t a l 

members of our community and t o decrease the 

enormous c o s t s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h premature 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n and the overuse of 

ambulance s e r v i c e s and emergency room v i s i t s . 

D u r i n g t h i s time, however, the c o s t s 

have e s c a l a t e d w h i l e f u n d i n g has decreased. 

A l o n g w i t h o t h e r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r o v i d e r s 

throughout the S t a t e , STEP has been u s i n g i t ' s 

own r e s o u r c e s t o keep the s e r v i c e f u n c t i o n i n g . 

A l t h o u g h STEP has decreased i t s s e r v i c e l e v e l , 

the c u r r e n t d e c i s i o n t o reduce f u n d i n g f o r the 

M e d i c a l A s s i s t a n c e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Program, p l u s 



the h i g h e r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o s t s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

the proposed co-pays, j e o p a r d i z e s the e n t i r e 

program. The e l i m i n a t i o n of t h i s type of 

program would be d e v a s t a t i n g t o r e s i d e n t s i n 

r u r a l communities. 

F i n a l l y , we've seen how the budget 

c u t s have a f f e c t e d the P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e P o l i c e 

A v i a t i o n P a t r o l U n i t Four, which serves a l l the 

Lycoming, Northumberland, Union, Snyder, 

Montour, C l i n t o n , T i o ga, Cameron, P o t t e r , 

B r a d f o r d and S u l l i v a n C o u n t i e s . T h i s s e r v i c e 

has been o p e r a t i o n a l at the W i l l i a m s p o r t 

R e g i o n a l A i r p o r t f o r over 40 y e a r s . I t ' s been 

the p r i m a r y a i r support f o r P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e 

Troopers and l o c a l law enforcement a g e n c i e s i n a 

7,630 square m i l e area w i t h a p o p u l a t i o n of 

almost a h a l f a m i l l i o n p e o p l e . The u n i t has 

p l a y e d major r o l e s i n rescue and support 

o p e r a t i o n s i n response t o many n a t u r a l and 

manmade d i s a s t e r s , i n c l u d i n g the f l o o d i n g of 

September 2011 which d e s t r o y e d our communities. 

The mountainous t e r r a i n of the s e r v i c e 

u n i t area of U n i t Four makes a e r i a l support a 

n e c e s s i t y i n o r d e r t o ensure e f f i c i e n t and 

e f f e c t i v e response t o a l l emergencies. 



Moreover, the r a p i d and e x p o n e n t i a l i n c r e a s e i n 

motor v e h i c l e t r a f f i c throughout Lycoming, 

C l i n t o n , T i oga, P o t t e r and B r a d f o r d C o u n t i e s due 

t o the M a r c e l l u s Shale gas d r i l l i n g o p e r a t i o n s 

and the p o s s i b i l i t y of emergency i s s u e s r e l a t e d 

t o those o p e r a t i o n s f u r t h e r n e c e s s i t a t e s the 

need f o r nearby emergency a e r i a l response. 

I urge you t o c o n s i d e r p r o v i d i n g the 

funds n e c e s s a r y t o r e t u r n the S t a t e P o l i c e 

A v i a t i o n P a t r o l U n i t t o the W i l l i a m s p o r t 

R e g i o n a l A i r p o r t . 

In summary, I urge the Committee t o 

c o n s i d e r the s p e c i a l needs of our r u r a l 

communities as we debate t h i s budget and t o 

r e c o g n i z e t h a t some p a r t s of our S t a t e need 

h e l p , not because t h e y ' r e not w i l l i n g t o h e l p 

themselves, but because they are f u n d a m e n t a l l y 

p o o r e r i n t h e i r economic makeup. 

In s h o r t , c o n s t i t u e n t s t e l l me t h e y ' r e 

not l o o k i n g f o r a handout, they are l o o k i n g f o r 

a h e l p i n g hand. And we hope y o u ' l l c o n s i d e r 

p r o v i d i n g i t . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you v e r y much, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , f o r your t e s t i m o n y . 

The next t e s t i f i e r from the Gen e r a l 



Assembly w i l l be R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Pamela D e L i s s i o 

from the 154th L e g i s l a t i v e D i s t r i c t i n 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

REPRESENTATIVE DeLISSIO: Good 

a f t e r n o o n . Thank you. And t h a t would be the 

194th, r e p r e s e n t i n g both P h i l a d e l p h i a and 

Montgomery County. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: I s h o u l d wear my 

g l a s s e s when I l o o k at the s e t h i n g s . 

REPRESENTATIVE DeLISSIO: That's okay. 

My b i f o c a l s are b u i l t - i n . 

Thank you f o r t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

t e s t i f y today. In 2011 I spent f o u r days at 

budget h e a r i n g s , and t h i s year e i g h t days. A 

c o l l e a g u e had commented t h a t perhaps my time 

would be b e t t e r spent i n the d i s t r i c t , s i n c e I 

was a new member, and t h i s would g i v e my 

c o n s t i t u e n t s a b e t t e r chance t o get t o know me. 

I b e l i e v e t h a t my c o n s t i t u e n t s would 

agree w i t h me t h a t the budget i s one of the most 

im p o r t a n t l e g i s l a t i v e events t h a t o c c u r s and 

l e a r n i n g as much as p o s s i b l e about the budget i s 

a v e r y i m p o r t a n t aspect of my j o b . 

I b e l i e v e my time i s w e l l - s p e n t 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g the budget d e t a i l s , and, as they 



say, the d e v i l i n the d e t a i l s . And these budget 

d e t a i l s a f f e c t the d a i l y , i f not h o u r l y , l i v e s 

of my c o n s t i t u e n t s and a l l of the c i t i z e n s i n 

the Commonwealth. 

My 30-year c a r e e r f u r t h e r i n f o r m s me 

t h a t budget development i s about revenues and 

expenses and the p r i o r i t i e s t h a t are i d e n t i f i e d 

t h a t d r i v e those revenues and expenses. 

Th i s budget p r o v i d e s support f o r the 

p r i o r i t i e s of t h i s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . I t i s 

e v i d e n t t h a t e f f o r t has been put f o r t h on the 

expense s i d e . My c o n s t i t u e n t s want t o know why 

a s i m i l a r e f f o r t was not put f o r t h on the 

revenue s i d e . 

One response I have a f t e r l i s t e n i n g 

c a r e f u l l y and r e v i e w i n g b u d g e t - r e l a t e d m a t e r i a l s 

i s t h a t the p r i o r i t i e s I have heard i n c l u d e 

s h o r t - t e r m money s a v i n g s at a p o t e n t i a l g r e a t e r 

c o s t s i n the mid- and l o ng-term. These mid- and 

l o n g - t e r m c o s t s do not even t a k e i n t o 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n what I r e f e r t o as s o f t c o s t s . 

And the s o f t c o s t s are the havoc wreaked i n 

c o n s t i t u e n t s ' l i v e s as a r e s u l t of l e s s than our 

s t r a t e g i c d e c i s i o n s i n terms of the budget; l o s t 

t i m e , i n c r e a s e d f r u s t r a t i o n , l o s t p r o d u c t i v i t y , 



i n c r e a s e d s t r e s s , et c e t e r a . 

D u r i n g the course of the h e a r i n g s , I 

have been impressed w i t h some i n i t i a t i v e s on 

b e h a l f of few of the c a b i n e t - l e v e l s e c r e t a r i e s 

who appear t o be u s i n g p r i v a t e - s e c t o r b e s t 

p r a c t i c e s f o r the betterment of the departments 

and, u l t i m a t e l y , f o r b e t t e r c i t i z e n s e r v i c e . 

In my v e r y b r i e f 15 months i n o f f i c e , 

I have seen and shared w i t h my c o n s t i t u e n t s the 

i n e f f i c i e n c i e s t h a t I've w i t n e s s e d i n 

government, sometimes on a d a i l y b a s i s . 

And s p e a k i n g of b e s t p r a c t i c e s , I have 

l e a r n e d over time t h a t a good l e a d e r would use 

the b e s t p r a c t i c e of engaging a d i v e r s e group of 

s t a k e h o l d e r s when making s t r a t e g i c d e c i s i o n s 

and, u l t i m a t e l y , major changes. 

G e n e r a l l y , I don't f i n d p eople are 

adverse t o changes i f they are p a r t of the 

p r o c e s s and f e e l v e s t e d i n the p r o c e s s , and I 

remain concerned t h a t the p r o c e s s has not 

i n c l u d e d d i v e r s e groups of s t a k e h o l d e r s i n a 

me a n i n g f u l way. I f t h i s y ear's budget 

n e g o t i a t i o n s echo l a s t year, then 45.5 p e r c e n t 

or more of the c i t i z e n s w i l l be e x c l u d e d from 

the d i a l o g u e because members of the m i n o r i t y 



p a r t y were e x c l u d e d from the budget d i s c u s s i o n s . 

I want t o go on the r e c o r d today t h a t i t i s 

u n t e n a b l e i f i t happens a g a i n t h i s y e a r . 

I speak about the budget i n most of my 

town h a l l meetings, and t o date I've had n i n e of 

t hose town h a l l meetings and w i l l c o n t i n u e t o 

i n c l u d e the budget on my town h a l l agendas. 

C i t i z e n s need t o u n d e r s t a n d how i t works and how 

t o p a r t i c i p a t e . 

I was s t r u c k d u r i n g the h e a r i n g s t h a t 

we have no mechanism t o get p u b l i c i n p u t t o the 

budget. A p p r o p r i a t i o n s h e a r i n g s a r e , indeed, 

p u b l i c e v e n t s ; however, the p u b l i c cannot 

p a r t i c i p a t e . 

I t h i n k the c i t i z e n s s h o u l d h e l p t o 

determine the n i c e - t o - h a v e s v e r s u s the 

must-haves. And I would submit t o you t h a t the 

u l t i m a t e answer t o d e t e r m i n i n g must or n i c e i s 

s u b j e c t t o o p i n i o n , and my o p i n i o n counts on 

b e h a l f of my c o n s t i t u e n t s and t h e i r o p i n i o n 

counts as f a r as I'm concerned. 

To remedy t h i s , I w i l l be h o l d i n g at 

l e a s t one p u b l i c h e a r i n g i n the 194th f o r my 

c o n s t i t u e n t s t o p r o v i d e t e s t i m o n y on the budget. 

I t i s , a f t e r a l l , t h e i r t a x d o l l a r s . 



I want t o thank you f o r t h i s 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e s t i f y t h i s a f t e r n o o n . And I 

have a few s h o r t minutes l e f t , I t h i n k , on the 

c l o c k . And I j u s t want t o say t h a t I'm here 

a f t e r h a v i n g l e f t the H e a l t h Committee meeting 

t h a t ' s going on as we speak on A c t 22 e x p e d i t e d 

r e g s . And t h i s A c t 22 was p a r t of a W e l f a r e 

Code budget t h a t we passed l a s t y e a r . And, 

a g a i n , the l a c k of p r o c e s s -- I can a p p r e c i a t e 

the need f o r change and I have an a p p r o p r i a t e 

a p p r e c i a t i o n -- I'm f i s c a l l y v e r y c o n s e r v a t i v e , 

and have an a p p r o p r i a t e a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r 

spending d o l l a r s as e f f e c t i v e l y and e f f i c i e n t l y 

as p o s s i b l e . But the p r o c e s s t h a t was f o l l o w e d 

t o promulgate t h e s e massive changes, i t ' s 

a l l o w e d a 15-day comment p e r i o d . And t h a t ' s 

g i v i n g the Department the b e n e f i t of the doubt 

t h a t the comments were p o s t e d i n the a.m. on the 

24th and not i n the evening, as I s u s p e c t . T h i s 

i s day e i g h t -- b u s i n e s s day e i g h t of t h a t 

p e r i o d . The comment c l o s e s tomorrow f o r massive 

changes, and the Department i s u p d a t i n g the 

H e a l t h Committee now. 

Thi s i s not a r e a s o n a b l e p r o c e s s , and 

i t ' s a p r o c e s s t h a t deserves c r i t i c i s m . So I 



w i l l be r e t u r n i n g t o t h a t , but I would s t r o n g l y , 

s t r o n g l y , s t r o n g l y urge the Committee t o engage 

i n the most a p p r o p r i a t e p r o c e s s p o s s i b l e as i t 

p e r t a i n s t o these budget n e g o t i a t i o n s t h a t are 

ahead of us. I t i s not o n l y i m p o r t a n t t o me, i t 

i s i m p o r t a n t t o the 60,000 people t h a t I 

r e p r e s e n t , and I suspect v e r y i m p o r t a n t t o a l l 

the c i t i z e n s of the Commonwealth. 

So w i t h t h a t b e i n g s a i d , thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you v e r y much, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , f o r your t e s t i m o n y . 

The next t e s t i f i e r w i l l be 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Rosemary Brown of the 18 9th 

L e g i s l a t i v e D i s t r i c t . 

Good a f t e r n o o n , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

REPRESENTATIVE BROWN: Good a f t e r n o o n 

Mr. Chairman. Good a f t e r n o o n , Chairman 

Markosek. And thank you t o the Committee 

Members f o r the o p p o r t u n i t y t o speak t o you 

today. 

Mr. Chairman, I appear b e f o r e you t o 

o f f i c i a l l y convey t o you my thoughts and 

concerns r e g a r d i n g the 2012/2013 budget 

p r o p o s a l . 

I am f u l l y aware t h a t t h i s y ear's 



f i s c a l s i t u a t i o n p r e s e n t s us w i t h many tough 

c h a l l e n g e s . With many mandated l i n e items and 

the c u r r e n t s t a t u s of our economy, we cannot 

escape the many d i f f i c u l t i e s -- the d i f f i c u l t 

c h o i c e s t h a t must be made t o ensure t h i s budget 

i s one t h a t ' s f i s c a l l y r e s p o n s i b l e t o our 

c i t i z e n s , w h i l e a l s o s e e k i n g t o m a i n t a i n the 

many programs and s e r v i c e s of which many 

Pe n n s y l v a n i a n s r e l y . 

With t h a t i n mind, I must communicate 

t o you my v e r y s e r i o u s concern about the 

h a r d s h i p s t h a t w i l l be f a c e d by the communities 

I r e p r e s e n t . My d i s t r i c t of Monroe and P i k e 

County has been t r e a t e d u n f a i r l y f o r many years 

t hrough an e x t r e m e l y o u t d a t e d e d u c a t i o n f u n d i n g 

f o r m u l a . 

As an area t h a t grew tremendously over 

the l a s t 20 y e a r s , we d i d not r e c e i v e adequate 

f u n d i n g f o r t h i s growth from the S t a t e . The 

s c h o o l s i n my area have r e c e i v e d and s t i l l 

r e c e i v e , much l e s s f u n d i n g -- S t a t e f u n d i n g than 

o t h e r s c h o o l s w i t h s i m i l a r demographics, 

p r i m a r i l y because a of a ho l d - h a r m l e s s p r o v i s i o n 

where no s c h o o l d i s t r i c t can r e c e i v e l e s s S t a t e 

f i n a n c i a l support than the p r e v i o u s year. That 



r e s u l t s i n a f u n d i n g f o r m u l a t h a t , e s s e n t i a l l y , 

p u n i s h e s s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s w i t h r a p i d p o p u l a t i o n 

growth, l i k e those i n Monroe i n P i k e C o u n t i e s , 

and keeping money i n s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s t h a t have 

had zero or d e c l i n i n g growth. Not o n l y has t h i s 

been u n f a i r , but i t has been u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 

and v e r y poor b u s i n e s s and budget management. 

I t has d e v a s t a t e d my d i s t r i c t , and you 

w i l l o f t e n hear me r e f e r t o a p o s s i b l e ghost 

town i f t h i s t a x problem i s not addressed. I 

would l i k e t o ask you t o ask y o u r s e l f , what 

b u s i n e s s would not a d j u s t t h e i r f u n d i n g streams 

based on growth and p r o p e r f u n d i n g u t i l i z a t i o n ? 

The S t a t e has p l a y e d a s i g n i f i c a n t 

r o l e i n the u n d e r f u n d i n g of our s c h o o l s , p u s h i n g 

the d i s t r i c t s t o come t o the t a x p a y e r . I want 

t o see our s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s get what has been 

r i g h t f u l l y t h e i r s d u r i n g the l a s t t o 10 t o 20 

y e a r s . 

The c r i p p l i n g e f f e c t s of t h i s f u n d i n g 

f o r m u l a t h a t was never a d j u s t e d , based on s c h o o l 

p o p u l a t i o n s and o t h e r f a c t o r s , h i t us e s p e c i a l l y 

h a r d even w e l l b e f o r e the economy weakened. The 

damage has been done and i t needs t o be 

r e p a i r e d . 



I c h a l l e n g e you t o f i n d another area 

i n the S t a t e t h a t has s c h o o l t a x e s of $10,000 

f o r a 25 - s q u a r e - f o o t [ s i c ] home. Many of my 

c o n s t i t u e n t s pay anywhere from $8,000 t o 

$24,000. I t ' s about time the Commonwealth, t h i s 

L e g i s l a t u r e and the Governor do what's r i g h t s 

and f a i r . 

I r e q u e s t of t h i s Committee t h a t 

Monroe and P i k e County f u n d i n g h i s t o r y be 

revi e w e d i n d e t a i l and a d j u s t e d i n t h i s budget, 

or develop a p l a n of a l l o c a t i o n over the next 

few years t o compensate f o r v e r y poor 

management. 

Mr. Chairman, i t i s o n l y f a i r t o note 

t h a t our s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s a l s o p l a y a v e r y 

s t r o n g r o l e i n t h i s t a x s i t u a t i o n . I had 

s t r o n g l y encouraged and I openly have 

communicated w i t h my s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s and 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s the need t o p r i o r i t i z e . I 

c o n t i n u a l l y d i s c u s s and educate my c o n s t i t u e n t s 

on the c r u c i a l r o l e t h a t s c h o o l board members 

make t o our community and the f i n a n c i a l 

d e c i s i o n s t h a t a f f e c t t h e i r t a x b i l l s . 

Our s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s and our s c h o o l 

boards must propose and adopt f i s c a l l y - s o u n d 



budgets, and they must do t h e i r b e s t t o work 

w i t h i n t i g h t f i n a n c i a l c o n s t r a i n t s . 

S k y r o c k e t i n g s c h o o l t a x e s f a c e d by 

l o c a l r e s i d e n t s have c r i p p l e d our ar e a , not o n l y 

f o r the p r o p e r t y owners on t h e i r t a x b i l l s , and 

the y have and are c o n t i n u i n g t o h i n d e r our 

a b i l i t y t o a t t r a c t and r e t a i n b u s i n e s s e s , 

another c r u c i a l component t o a d d i t i o n a l t a x 

revenue t o a l l e v i a t e the burden f a l l i n g 

p r i m a r i l y on r e s i d e n t i a l t a x p a y e r s . 

T h i s downward c y c l e c o n t i n u e s as 

b u s i n e s s e n t r e p r e n e u r s l o o k at our area and they 

see the h i g h c o s t of do i n g b u s i n e s s based on 

t h e i r l o c a l t a x b i l l s and they l o o k somewhere 

e l s e . 

Three p i e c e s of the p u z z l e , f a i r 

f u n d i n g from the Commonwealth, c r i t i c a l spending 

h a b i t s of s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s and i n c r e a s e d 

b u s i n e s s revenue, they a l l need t o work t o g e t h e r 

t o h e l p g i v e our r e s i d e n t s r e l i e f and a l l o w them 

t o s t a y i n t h e i r homes. 

And, q u i c k l y , I r e c e i v e d a study t h i s 

morning. I t ' s a n a t i o n a l study t h a t i s 

c e n s u s - d r i v e n and was put out by the Tax 

Foundation i n 2009. And one of the p i e c e s of 



the i n f o r m a t i o n i n the study i s the ta x e s as a 

percentage of income. And l e t me make a s p e c i a l 

note t h a t our d i s t r i c t has about 35 p e r c e n t of 

r e s i d e n t s t h a t commute, so our income i s skewed 

because of the h i g h amount of the commuter c o s t . 

But, b a s i c a l l y , t h i s shows the a b i l i t y f o r 

homeowners t o pay t h e i r t a x e s . I t i s no 

s u r p r i s e t h a t Monroe County i s 49th i n the 

c o u n t r y and number one i n the S t a t e f o r the 

tax e s as a percentage of income. 

I'm a s k i n g t h i s Commonwealth t o do 

what i s r i g h t and f a i r t o h e l p a d j u s t and make 

up f o r a f u n d i n g f o r m u l a t h a t has d e v a s t a t e d our 

ar e a . I would a l s o l i k e t o mention a few o t h e r 

concerns t h a t I have i n t h i s budget, i n c l u d i n g a 

proposed 20 p e r c e n t f u n d i n g r e d u c t i o n f o r mental 

h e a l t h and d i s a b i l i t y s e r v i c e s . T h i s would 

equate t o a $1.9 m i l l i o n r e d u c t i o n t o our l o c a l 

s e r v i c e s . A 20 p e r c e n t r e d u c t i o n i s too l a r g e 

of a r e d u c t i o n t o c o n t i n u e t o o f f e r c r u c i a l 

s e r v i c e s t h a t impact thousands of i n d i v i d u a l s 

and f a m i l i e s a f f e c t e d by s e r i o u s mental i l l n e s s 

or i n t e l l e c t u a l d i s a b i l i t i e s . 

We have a s o c i e t a l o b l i g a t i o n t o these 

i n d i v i d u a l s who have not chosen t h i s p a t h i n 



l i f e . We must have moral o b l i g a t i o n t o r e s p e c t 

and o f f e r s e r v i c e s t h a t t r e a t and s t i m u l a t e 

t h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s and t h e i r f a m i l i e s t o the b e s t 

of t h e i r a b i l i t i e s . 

I have, a l s o , concerns r e g a r d i n g the 

20 p e r c e n t r e d u c t i o n t o our S t a t e System of 

Higher E d u c a t i o n of which East S t r o u d s b u r g 

U n i v e r s i t y i s a member. A f t e r r e c e i v i n g 18 

p e r c e n t c u t s l a s t year, the a d d i t i o n a l 20 

p e r c e n t t h i s year w i l l t r u l y a f f e c t t h e i r 

a b i l i t y t o o f f e r q u a l i t y e d u c a t i o n at an 

a f f o r d a b l e p r i c e , p o s s i b l y h i n d e r i n g e d u c a t i o n 

l e v e l s on our s o c i e t y l o c a l l y , n a t i o n a l l y and at 

a g l o b a l l e v e l . 

And, l a s t l y , I would be remiss t o not 

mention P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s h o s p i t a l s and the e f f e c t s 

deep f u n d i n g r e d u c t i o n s w i l l have on our l o c a l 

h o s p i t a l , Pocono M e d i c a l Center, and t h e i r 

p a t i e n t s . Pocono M e d i c a l Center i s one of the 

top employers of my a r e a , and I would be g r e a t l y 

concerned not o n l y of p a t i e n t care b e i n g 

compromised, but l o c a l employment. 

As a r e s u l t of these many concerns, I 

b e l i e v e the budget p r o p o s a l needs a s i g n i f i c a n t 

amount of work, e s p e c i a l l y b e f o r e i t can earn my 



s u p p o r t . And t h a t i n c l u d e s making sure s c h o o l s 

are t r e a t e d f a i r l y i n terms of an improved 

f u n d i n g f o r m u l a and p r o t e c t i n g what I b e l i e v e t o 

be c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y f a i r t o the people of my 

d i s t r i c t . 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you v e r y much, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . I'm l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o working 

w i t h you. 

The next r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t e s t i f y i n g i s 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C u r t i s Thomas from P h i l a d e l p h i a 

County. 

REPRESENTATIVE THOMAS: Good 

a f t e r n o o n , Mr. Chairman. And good a f t e r n o o n , 

Chairman Markosek. 

Looks l i k e I might be l a s t . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: F i r s t i n our 

h e a r t s . 

REPRESENTATIVE THOMAS: That's what my 

mama always s a i d , l a s t i s r e a l l y f i r s t . 

Good a f t e r n o o n t o members of t h i s 

Committee. Thank you f o r t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y . 

R e c o g n i z i n g t h a t I o n l y have f i v e minutes, I am 

not going t o rea d my t e s t i m o n y , but k i n d of 

share w i t h you where I am. 



One, I'm c o n t i n u i n g the theme t h a t I 

o f f e r e d l a s t year; p u t t i n g people f i r s t . I 

expand t h a t theme t h i s year t o p u t t i n g people 

f i r s t now. 

R e s t o r e . Recover. R e b u i l d . 

R e s t o r e the promise t h a t we have made 

t o the c h i l d r e n of P e n n s y l v a n i a , hard-working 

people of P e n n s y l v a n i a , t o our e d u c a t i o n a l 

system, and t o those who have been out of work, 

through no f a u l t of t h e i r own, because 

b u s i n e s s e s have moved from the S t a t e or 

w o r k f o r c e p r i o r i t i e s have changed. We know what 

the numbers a r e . We know t h a t we're o n l y 

d e a l i n g w i t h $27.14 b i l l i o n i n t h i s proposed 

budget. 

Let me stop f o r a minute and extend my 

thanks and a p p r e c i a t i o n t o both Chairmen and t o 

Members of t h i s Committee. You s t o o d up, showed 

up, showed out l a s t year, i n making sure t h a t we 

d i d not send t o the Governor the p l a n t h a t he 

gave us l a s t March. You made some changes, and 

you made i t p o s s i b l e f o r some people who would 

have been l o c k e d out t o have a s m a l l o p p o r t u n i t y 

as a r e s u l t of your s t e w a r d s h i p . And I 

encourage you t o do the same t h i n g t h i s year, 



but move i t a l i t t l e b i t f a r t h e r . 

I t h i n k t h a t the b e s t t h i n g t h a t we 

can do i s , one, r e o r g a n i z e our p r i o r i t i e s ; two, 

reshape our spending. I t i s p o s s i b l e t o s t a y 

w i t h i n the 27.14 b i l l i o n , but i t ' s p o s s i b l e t o 

make some har d d e c i s i o n s about c o r p o r a t e 

i n t e r e s t s v e r s u s p e o p l e s ' i n t e r e s t s . And i f we 

make the d e c i s i o n on b e h a l f of people now, then 

we would do the r i g h t t h i n g i n the areas of 

e d u c a t i o n , i n the areas of jo b s and t r a i n i n g , i n 

the area of h e a l t h c a r e , and i n the area of 

hou s i n g and ho u s i n g development. 

I t h i n k those are our f o u r top 

p r i o r i t y a r e a s . And i t i s p o s s i b l e t o do the 

r i g h t t h i n g i n f u n d i n g those f o u r areas and then 

l o o k at some of the o t h e r i n t e r e s t s as o u t l i n e d 

i n the budget. 

And i n c l o s i n g , l e t me say t h a t i n the 

proposed budget, as I've l o o k e d at i t , we can 

move the money around and put people f i r s t . But 

i f f o r some reason you can't move the money 

around and put people f i r s t , l e t me suggest a 

couple t h i n g s . Number one, our p u b l i c s c h o o l s , 

a l o n g w i t h our h i g h e r -- our s c h o o l s of h i g h e r 

l e a r n i n g , i s spending m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s w i t h 



t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n companies throughout 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . A l l of these systems have 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . Spending a l o t of money on the 

i n t e r n e t . Why not use a t e l e c o n f e r e n c e law t o 

p r o v i d e a d e d i c a t e d source of f u n d i n g f o r 

e d u c a t i o n f o r both p u b l i c e d u c a t i o n and f o r 

h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n ? And we would not break our 

commitment t o get out of c o n t r o l w i t h spending. 

That i s something t h a t we can do and i t would 

not h u r t a l o t of f o l k s , but we have t o f i n d a 

way t o b r i n g f a i r n e s s and t o b r i n g some s a n i t y 

t o e d u c a t i o n . We cannot go a l o n g w i t h what has 

been proposed. 

Secondly, I t h i n k t h a t i t ' s p r o b a b l y 

time t o l o o k at t h i s whole i s s u e of i n t e r n e t 

s a l e s i n the Commonwealth of P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

There's about 13 s t a t e s , i f I'm not mi s t a k e n , 

t h a t i s l o o k i n g at i n t e r n e t s a l e s as a way of 

g e n e r a t i n g a d d i t i o n a l revenue. 

From a l l the p o l l i n g t h a t I've seen on 

the Democratic and R e p u b l i c a n s i d e , people have 

s a i d t h a t they do not mind spending a couple 

e x t r a d o l l a r s t o make sure t h a t t h e i r c h i l d r e n 

get a q u a l i t y e d u c a t i o n and can be a b l e t o 

p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s g l o b a l m a r k e t p l a c e . People 



have s a i d t h a t . And some people who have s a i d 

t h a t came from people t h a t r e a l l y d i d n ' t have a 

couple d o l l a r s t o spend. But the i n t e r e s t of 

t h e i r c h i l d ' s f u t u r e i s so i m p o r t a n t , 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s are p r e p a r e d t o ste p up t o the 

p l a t e i n doi n g what's n e c e s s a r y t o make s u r e . 

And -- and we don't have t o do an 

a n a l y s i s on what i s needed, the C o s t i n g - o u t 

study was a study t h a t we engaged i n i n a 

b i p a r t i s a n way. And, f o r the most p a r t , we 

ac c e p t e d the m a j o r i t y c o n c l u s i o n s of the 

C o s t i n g - o u t Study. So the C o s t i n g - o u t gave us a 

b a s e l i n e on what we need t o be spending t o at 

l e a s t make sure the k i d s get the k i n d of 

e d u c a t i o n t h a t they need. 

And so I suggest t o you t h a t i f , f o r 

some reason, you're u n w i l l i n g t o move the 27.14 

b i l l i o n around, t h e r e are some ways t h a t we can 

make sure t h a t e d u c a t i o n , both b a s i c e d u c a t i o n 

and h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n , get the k i n d of r e s o u r c e s 

t h a t they need. 

And I thank f o r t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: I want t o thank you, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , f o r t e s t i f y i n g t h i s a f t e r n o o n . 

And I'm l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o working w i t h you. 



REPRESENTATIVE THOMAS: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Chairman Markosek 

f o r any c l o s i n g comments. 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Thank you, 

Chairman Adolph. The o n l y t h i n g I r e a l l y have 

l e f t t o say i s i t ' s been a r e a l l y good, 

p r o d u c t i v e , i n f o r m a t i v e t h r e e weeks. And I 

t h i n k t h a t you and I would both be remiss i n not 

t o mention our s t a f f s , so t h a t those perhaps 

watching don't t h i n k t h a t we j u s t show up here 

w i t h o u t a l o t of work b e i n g done b e h i n d the 

scenes. And we are both b l e s s e d w i t h a 

wo n d e r f u l s t a f f , and they r e a l l y make a l o t of 

t h i s p o s s i b l e . 

So I want t o thank them p u b l i c l y , and 

p e r s o n a l l y thank you, Mr. Chairman. You've been 

g r a c i o u s . You and I have got t o g e t h e r w e l l , and 

I l o o k f o r w a r d t o moving f o r w a r d w i t h you as we 

work t o g e t h e r t o c r a f t the budget f o r 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: And thank you, 

Chairman Markosek. I want t o echo the 

Chairman's o p i n i o n s r e g a r d i n g our s t a f f s . We 

have some v e r y t a l e n t e d f o l k s working f o r us. 

I'd a l s o l i k e t o thank the Members of 



the Committee on both s i d e s f o r t h e i r 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n -- t h e i r a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 

t h i s budget h e a r i n g p r o c e s s . 

I'd l i k e t o thank those t h a t t e s t i f i e d 

from the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , as w e l l as the v a r i o u s 

S t a t e agencies t h a t came b e f o r e us d u r i n g t h i s 

three-week p e r i o d . 

We have a v e r y b i g j o b ahead of us, 

and I'm l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o working w i t h Chairman 

Markosek and i n c r a f t i n g a budget t h a t i s 

r e s p o n s i b l e and s u s t a i n a b l e and does the r i g h t 

t h i n g f o r the Commonwealth of P e n n s y l v a n i a and 

i t s t a x p a y e r s . 

So do I hear a motion t o adjourn? 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: So moved. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: A l l i n f a v o r say 

aye. 

MEMBERS COLLECTIVELY: Aye. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: The meeting i s 

adjourned. 

Thank you. 

(At 2:46 p.m., the O f f i c e of the 

Budget H e a r i n g f o r Ge n e r a l Assembly Members' 

Testimony concluded.) 
* * * * 



C E R T I F I C A T E 

I, Ryan K. B l a c k , R e g i s t e r e d 

P r o f e s s i o n a l R e p o r t e r , Notary P u b l i c , d u l y 

commissioned and q u a l i f i e d i n and f o r the County 

of L a n c a s t e r , Commonwealth of P e n n s y l v a n i a , 

hereby c e r t i f y t h a t the f o r e g o i n g i s a t r u e and 

a c c u r a t e t r a n s c r i p t of my s t e n o t y p e notes taken 

by me and s u b s e q u e n t l y reduced t o computer 

p r i n t o u t under my s u p e r v i s i o n , and t h a t t h i s 

copy i s a c o r r e c t r e c o r d of the same. 

Th i s c e r t i f i c a t i o n does not a p p l y t o 

any r e p r o d u c t i o n of the same by any means u n l e s s 

under my d i r e c t c o n t r o l and/or s u p e r v i s i o n . 

Dated t h i s 23rd day of March, 2012 

Ryan K. B l a c k - RPR 
Notary P u b l i c 

My commission 
e x p i r e s 04/18/2012 


