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P R O C E E D I N G S 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Good a f t e r n o o n . I ' d 

l i k e t o c a l l t o o r d e r t h e House A p p r o p r i a t i o n s 

b u d g e t h e a r i n g f o r t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f A g i n g . 

C e r t a i n l y my p l e a s u r e t o i n t r o d u c e t h e 

s e c r e t a r y o f A g i n g , M r . B r i a n D u k e ; Tom Snedden, 

t h e d i r e c t o r o f PACE p r o g r a m ; as w e l l as D a v i d 

G i n g r i c h , d i r e c t o r o f t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f A g i n g . 

M r . S e c r e t a r y, i f yo u wo u l d l i ke a 

b r i e f o p e n i n g comment. 

SECRETARY DUKE: S u r e . P l e a s u r e t o be 

w i t h e v e r y o n e t o d a y . 

C h a i r m a n A d o l p h , C h a i r m a n M a r k o s e k , and 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d members o f t h e House A p p r o p r i a t i o n s 

C o m m i t t e e , C h a i r m a n H e n n e s s e y , C h a i r o f t h e A g i n g 

and O l d e r A d u l t S e r v i c e s C o m m i t t e e , i t ' s a p l e a s u r e 

t o be h e r e and t h a n k you f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

meet w i t h you t o d a y t o d i s c u s s G o v e r n o r C o r b e t t ' s 

p r o p o s e d FY1 2-1 3 b u d g e t f o r t h e PA D e p a r t m e n t o f 

A g i n g . 

As y o u ' r e aware, t h e PA D e p a r t m e n t o f 

A g i n g and t h e O f f i c e o f L ong-Term L i v i n g a r e p r o u d 

t o s u p p o r t G o v e r n o r C o r b e t t ' s commitment t o o l d e r 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s and p e r s o n s l i v i n g w i t h d i s a b i l i t y . 

And, t h r o u g h o u r m i s s i o n , e n h a n c i n g t h e q u a l i t y o f 



l i f e o f a l l o l d e r P e n n s y l v a n i a n s by e m p o w e r i n g 

d i v e r s e c o m m u n i t i e s o f t h e f a m i l y and i n d i v i d u a l , 

t h e d e p a r t m e n t p r o v i d e s s e r v i c e and l e a d e r s h i p on 

b e h a l f o f PA's o l d e r c i t i z e n s and p e r s o n s l i v i n g 

w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s . 

T h r o u g h o u r f i f t y - t w o f r o n t d o o r s 

a c r o s s t h e Commonwealth, t h e A r e a A g e n c i e s on 

A g i ng, t h r o u g h t h e PACE p r o g r a m , and many o t h e r 

c o m m u n i t y p a r t n e r s , we c a r r y o u t t h i s v i t a l 

m i s s i o n . 

Our f o c u s i s c e n t e r e d on two m a i n 

e f f o r t s : P r e v e n t i o n and p r o t e c t i o n . 

I n p r e v e n t i o n , t h r o u g h t h e A r e a 

A g e n c i e s on A g i n g , we're a b l e t o d e t e r m i n e t h e 

n e e d s o f o l d e r P e n n s y l v a n i a n s and p e r s o n s l i v i n g 

w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s t h r o u g h o u r a s s e s s m e n t p r o g r a m , 

t h e A r e a A g e n c i e s on A g i n g d e v e l o p e d c a r e p l a n s f o r 

o l d e r a d u l t s and c o o r d i n a t e s e r v i c e s w h i c h h e l p 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s r e m a i n i n d e p e n d e n t and s t a y i n t h e i r 

homes, n o t o n l y b e c a u s e i t i s an e f f e c t i v e s e t t i n g 

o f c a r e b u t a l s o a d e s i r e d s e t t i n g o f l i v i n g . 

T h r o u g h t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e home-

and c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d s e r v i c e w a i v e r p r o g r a m s , we 

h e l p t h o s e i n g r e a t e s t e c o n o m i c and s o c i a l n e e d . 

O l d e r a d u l t s b e n e f i t f r o m a c c e s s t o n u t r i t i o n 



t h r o u g h c o n g r e g a t e and h o m e - d e l i v e r e d meal 

p r o g r a m s , t h r o u g h t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e d e p a r t m e n t , 

and p r o v i d e s s u p p o r t , a l s o , t o s e n i o r c o m m u n i t y 

c e n t e r s . 

The d e p a r t m e n t accommodates a c c e s s t o 

m e d i c a l and s o c i a l s e r v i c e s t h r o u g h t h e s u p p o r t o f 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . S e n i o r employment and v o l u n t e e r i s m 

i s e n c o u r a g e d as we h e l p p e o p l e become e n g a g e d i n 

t h e i r c o m m u n i t i e s , t h r o u g h PACE and PACENET and 

s u p p o r t f r o m t h e l e g i s l a t u r e o f t h e PACE 

m o r a t o r i u m , w h i c h p r o v i d e d c o n t i n u e d a c c e s s t o 

p r e s c r i p t i o n m e d i c a t i o n s t o o v e r 350 ,00 0 o l d e r 

a d u l t s . 

And, f i n a l l y , we t r a v e l e d a j o u r n e y 

w i t h PA's c a r e g i v e r s , t h r o u g h s e r v i c e s p r o v i d e d by 

t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e PA C a r e g i v e r s S u p p o r t A c t . Our 

t h a n k s a r e e x t e n d e d t o t h e l e g i s l a t u r e f o r p a s s i n g 

t h i s i m p o r t a n t p i e c e o f l e g i s l a t i o n . 

I n t h e a r e a o f p r o t e c t i o n , we p r o t e c t 

t h r o u g h p r o t e c t i v e s e r v i c e s o u r most v u l n e r a b l e 

c i t i z e n s f r o m a b u s e and n e g l e c t , e x p l o i t a t i o n , and 

a b a n d o n m e n t . We s e r v e as t h e s t a t e ombudsman, and 

t h r o u g h t h i s , h e l p o l d e r a d u l t s who l i v e i n n u r s i n g 

homes and o t h e r s e t t i n g s t o a d d r e s s i s s u e s r e l a t e d 

t o t h e i r q u a l i t y o f l i v i n g . And we p r o t e c t t h r o u g h 



t h e c o n t i n u a l m o n i t o r i n g o f how s e r v i c e s a r e 

d e l i v e r e d . 

We n e e d t o make s u r e what we do 

f u l f i l l s what we n e e d t o do i n t h e c u r r e n t t i m e , 

b u t we a l s o n e e d t o p l o t o u r c o u r s e f o r t h e 

f u t u r e . We're w o r k i n g on a f o u r - y e a r s t a t e p l a n 

f o r t h e y e a r s 2012 t h r o u g h 201 6, and t h e p l a n w i l l 

a d d r e s s t h r e e m a i n s t r a t e g i c d i r e c t i o n s . 

One, i t w i l l e n s u r e t h a t P e n n s y l v a n i a n s 

c a n age and l i v e w e l l and c o m m u n i t i e s w i l l be 

p l a c e d t o age and l i v e w e l l . Two, i t w i l l e n s u r e 

t h a t P e n n s y l v a n i a n s w i l l have a c c e s s t o c a r e i n t h e 

r i g h t s e t t i n g , a t t h e r i g h t t i m e , w i t h t h e r i g h t 

i n t e n s i t y . T h r e e , w e ' l l b r i n g t h e b e s t o f PA t o 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s , t h r o u g h t h e r e p l i c a t i o n o f b e s t 

p r a c t i c e s and t h r o u g h t h e s u p p o r t o f i n n o v a t i o n . 

I am g r a t e f u l t o t h o s e I work w i t h e a c h 

day a t t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f A g i n g and t h e O f f i c e o f 

Long-Term L i v i n g and t h e Commonwealth t o make an 

i m p a c t i n t h e l i v e s o f o l d e r P e n n s y l v a n i a n s and 

p e r s o n s l i v i n g w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s . 

I welcome y o u r q u e s t i o n s t o d a y , and 

l o o k f o r w a r d t o w o r k i n g w i t h you i n t h e f u t u r e . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank y o u , 

M r . Se c r e t a r y . 



I t i s c e r t a i n l y my p l e a s u r e t o 

i n t r o d u c e and a c k n o w l e d g e t h a t t h e -- b o t h t h e 

R e p u b l i c a n and t h e Democrat c h a i r s o f t h e comm u n i t y 

-- o f t h e A g i n g and O l d e r A d u l t S e r v i c e s s t a n d i n g 

c o m m i t t e e i s h e r e , M r . Tim H e n n e s s e y and C h a i r m a n 

L a r r y C u r r y . 

And we're g o i n g t o s t a r t o f f t h e 

q u e s t i o n i n g w i t h R e p . D a y . 

REP . DAY: Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

Thank you f o r b e i n g h e r e t o d a y . 

My q u e s t i o n s c e n t e r a r o u n d n u r s i n g home 

e l i g i b i l i t y and a l s o t h e home- and c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d 

s e r v i c e s . 

I t ' s my u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t f o r t h o s e 

who a r e n u r s i n g home c l i n i c a l l y e l i g i b l e f o r t h e 

M e d i c a i d p r o g r a m , t h o s e d e c i s i o n s a r e made by t h e 

A r e a A g e n c i e s on A g i n g . And my q u e s t i o n r e l a t e s 

t o , how does t h e d e p a r t m e n t m o n i t o r c o n s i s t e n c y 

w i t h i n t h e a g e n c y and a l s o a c r o s s a g e n c i e s ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: T h a t ' s a good 

q u e s t i o n . Thank y o u , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

The i m p o r t a n t b a l a n c e b e t w e e n home- and 

c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d s e r v i c e s and n u r s i n g f a c i l i t y c a r e 

i s one t h a t we con t i n ue t o sup p o r t a s w e move 

f o r w a r d . Y o u r q u e s t i o n a b o u t how we m o n i t o r t h e 



e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f t h e l e v e l o f c a r e a s s e s s m e n t 

t h a t ' s c o n d u c t e d by o u r A g e n c i e s on A g i n g i s t h a t 

e a c h i n d i v i d u a l s e r v i c e p l a n t h a t i s c o m p l e t e d i s 

s e n t t o t h e d e p a r t m e n t f o r r e v i e w and a p p r o v a l 

b e f o r e i t ' s a c t u a l l y i m p l e m e n t e d . 

And i n t h a t c e n t r a l i z e d a p p r o a c h , w h i c h 

i s new, I g u e s s , j u s t a l i t t l e b i t o v e r y e a r we've 

been i m p l e m e n t i n g t h a t p r o c e s s . B e f o r e t h a t , we 

d i d n ' t have s u c h a r o b u s t p r o g r a m i n p l a c e . B u t 

t h i s one i n p l a c e t o r e v i e w t h e p l a n as t h e y ' r e 

c r e a t e d . 

R E P . DAY: Do a l l t h e a g e n c i e s use 

t h e -- g o i n g t o t r y t o g e t a l o t o f my q u e s t i o n s 

i n t o one q u e s t i o n . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Okay. 

RE P . DAY: B u t do a l l t h e a g e n c i e s use 

t h e same f o r m , c o m p l e t e t h e same f o r m ? Or do 

t h e y -- I t h i n k s o m e t i m e s you use a p h y s i c i a n ' s 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n . So I'm t r y i n g t o u n d e r s t a n d , i n 

u n i f o r m i t y , do t h e y use t h e same f o r m , a l w a y s have 

t o c o m p l e t e t h e same f o r m ? Or do, s o m e t i m e s , we 

use p h y s i c i a n -¬

SECRETARY DUKE: We u t i l i z e a u n i f o r m 

f o r m f o r l e v e l o f c a r e a s s e s s m e n t s a c r o s s t h e 

Commonwealth. And r i g h t now we do r e q u i r e a 



p h y s i c i a n ' s c e r t i f i c a t i o n , i f s e r v i c e s a r e g o i n g t o 

be p r o v i d e d . And we're q u e s t i o n i n g r i g h t now 

l o o k i n g i n t o w h e t h e r t h a t w i l l be n e c e s s a r y . Of 

c o u r s e , f o r t h e ones where i t ' s r e q u i r e d by 

l i c e n s u r e f o r d e l i v e r o f s e r v i c e , p r e s c r i b e d 

s e r v i c e s , you n e e d i t , b u t i n t h i s c a s e , we may n o t 

ne e d i t . 

We f o u n d i t was a s i g n i f i c a n t t i m e gap 

o b t a i n i n g t h e p h y s i c i a n ' s c e r t i f i c a t i o n . When you 

l o o k a t t h e p r o c e s s f r o m b e g i n n i n g t o end, when you 

l o o k a t t h e i r e n t r y i n t o t h e s y s t e m and t h e i r 

a c t u a l b e g i n n i n g o f d e l i v e r y o f s e r v i c e , t h a t t h a t 

was a t i m e gap, so i t may be one we c a n do w i t h o u t . 

R E P . DAY: And j u s t t o d r i l l down o n t o 

t h a t a l i t t l e b i t , do you e v a l u a t e d e t e r m i n a t i o n s ? 

I r e a l l y d o n ' t know w h e t h e r you do o r n o t , so I'm 

i n t e r e s t e d . Do you e v a l u a t e t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n s and 

t h e c o n s i s t e n c y , and I w o u l d t h r o w i n t h e r e 

i n t e g r i t y o f t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n ? I s t h e r e a way -¬

SEC RET ARY DUKE: We have an 

e x t e n s i v e -- c o u p l e t h i n g s t h a t we d o . One i s , we 

have a b e n c h m a r k i n g s y s t e m i n p l a c e i n t h e 

d e p a r t m e n t t h a t we use t o m o n i t o r o u r p r o g r e s s . 

T h a t ' s one way we do i t . And a l s o , I t h i n k , 

t h r o u g h t h e i n d i v i d u a l s e r v i c e p l a n , r e v i e w i n g t h e 



t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e we p r o v i d e b a c k t o t h e a g i n g 

n e t w o r k and o t h e r p r o v i d e r s , we do do t h a t r e v i e w . 

R E P . DAY: O k a y . S w i t c h a l i t t l e b i t , 

b u t i n t h e same b a l l p a r k . 

G i v e n t h a t t h e A r e a A g e n c i e s on A g i n g 

a r e e v a l u a t o r s , t h e y ' r e a l s o s e r v i c e p r o v i d e r s , so 

I'm i n t e r e s t e d , how do you a d d r e s s any p o t e n t i a l 

i m p r o p r i e t y , e i t h e r a c t u a l o r p e r c e i v e d , i n 

p o t e n t i a l s e l f r e f e r r a l ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I t ' s a good q u e s t i o n , 

and a c t u a l l y , t h e answer w o u l d f l i p t o us as t o why 

A r e a A g e n c i e s on A g i n g t h r o u g h o u t t h e Commonwealth 

a r e a s t r e n g t h . W h i l e t h e y do p r o v i d e some 

s e r v i c e s , most o f t h e s e r v i c e s a r e done by c o n t r a c t 

and must o f f e r c h o i c e t o t h e c o n s u m e r . So t h e AAA 

i t s e l f i s n o t o f f e r i n g t h o s e s e r v i c e s . So t h e y 

a r e , i n d e e d , a s t r e n g t h i n t h a t t h e y a r e an 

o b j e c t i v e s o u r c e o f a s s e s s m e n t i n t e r m s o f 

d e t e r m i n i n g what i s n e e d e d , l e v e l o f c a r e 

a s s e s s m e n t , and t h e n t h e s e r v i c e p l a n t o f o l l o w . 

R E P . DAY: And, s p e c i f i c a l l y , do t h e y 

r e f e r t o t h e m s e l v e s as s e l f - r e f e r r a l ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: They do n o t , t h a t I 

know o f . 

REP. DAY: N u r s i n g home M e d i c a i d 



payment comes f r o m f e d e r a l , s t a t e , l o c a l 

r e g u l a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g i n s p e c t i o n s . The home- and 

c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d s e r v i c e s , come w i t h -- my own 

q u a l i f i e d o p i n i o n -- l e s s r e g u l a t i o n . Under t h e 

home- and c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d s e r v i c e s , how does t h i s 

s t a t e a s s u r e t h a t money i s s p e n t c o r r e c t l y ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: P r o v i d e r s o f home- and 

c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d s e r v i c e do have t o be l i c e n s e d , 

r i g h t ? And t h e n we a l s o do p r o v i d e r m o n i t o r i n g o f 

t h e s e p r o v i d e r s i n o r d e r t o d e t e r m i n e t h e i r 

c o m p l i a n c e w i t h t h e f a c t o r s o f e i t h e r b e i n g a 

p r o v i d e r and a l s o t h e s e r v i c e s t h e y ' r e d e l i v e r i n g ; 

so we do do t h a t . 

You w o u l d s a y , i s t h e r e a h i g h e r b a r o f 

r e g u l a t o r y a p p r o a c h e s t o n u r s i n g home c a r e , y o u ' r e 

p r o b a b l y c o r r e c t . And we c o n t i n u e t o work i n o u r 

e f f o r t s t o make s u r e t h e r e ' s a c o n s i s t e n c y o f c a r e 

d e l i v e r y a c r o s s t h e Commonwealth t h r o u g h t h e s e 

a f o r e m e n t i o n e d m e t h o d s . 

R E P . DAY: M r . C h a i r m a n , I'm g o i n g t o 

wrap t h i s up i n one more q u e s t i o n -- one o r two 

more q u e s t i o n s h e r e , q u i c k l y . 

Have you i d e n t i f i e d f r a u d i n t h e home-

and c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d s e r v i c e s y s t e m ? And c a n you 

e x p l a i n what t y p e o f f r a u d y o u ' v e i d e n t i f i e d and 



any s t e p s t h a t y o u ' v e t a k e n t o a d d r e s s t h i s ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: Our o f f i c e i s 

c o n t i n u i n g t o r e v i e w t h e c a s e l o a d t h a t we have t o 

d e t e r m i n e i f t h e r e i s any f r a u d , w a s t e , a b u s e . A t 

t h i s t i m e , I 'm n o t aware o f any t o p c o n t r i b u t i n g 

f a c t o r s t o f r a u d , w a s t e , and abu s e among t h e o l d e r 

p e r s o n s we s e r v e . 

R E P . DAY: Can you be a l i t t l e b i t more 

s p e c i f i c on -- and t h i s i s my l a s t q u e s t i o n , 

M r . C h a i r m a n -- t h e s t a n d a r d s t h a t you u s e , t h e 

d e p a r t m e n t u s e s , t o m o n i t o r t h a t s e r v i c e s t h a t a r e 

b i l l e d f o r , t h a t a r e p a i d f o r , a r e a c t u a l l y 

p r o v i d e d ? I d o n ' t u n d e r s t a n d t h a t a t a l l . 

SECRETARY DUKE: So we have 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p o l i c y d i r e c t i v e s . We're r e q u i r e d 

t o r e v i e w somebody's c a r e p l a n up t o t w i c e a y e a r 

and do a f u l l a s s e s s m e n t a t l e a s t -- i s i t once a 

y e a r ? We do a f u l l a s s e s s m e n t e v e r y y e a r . We 

r e v i e w t h e b i l l i n g r e c o r d s and compare them t o t h e 

s e r v i c e p l a n s t o -- i t ' s a m e t h o d o l o g y we c a n 

f o l l o w . 

R E P . DAY: A n y t h i n g i n y o u r b u d g e t t h a t 

c h a n g e s t h e a b i l i t y t o t a k e c a r e o f t h e q u e s t i o n s 

t h a t I j u s t t a l k e d a b o u t ? Any r e d u c t i o n s o r 

a n y t h i n g l i k e t h a t t h a t --



SECRETARY DUKE: We have a l e v e l o f 

f u n d i n g t h a t we know w i l l be c h a l l e n g i n g i n t h e s e 

d i f f i c u l t f i n a n c i a l t i m e s , b u t we're c o n f i d e n t w i t h 

t h e management, m o v i n g f o r w a r d , w e ' l l be a b l e t o 

p r o v i d e t h o s e s e r v i c e s . 

R E P . DAY: Thank you f o r y o u r a n s w e r s . 

And, t h a n k y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n , f o r y o u r 

i n d u l g e n c e . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank y o u , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

The n e x t q u e s t i o n w i l l be by R e p . Deb 

K u l a . 

R E P . KULA: Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

I'm o v e r h e r e , M r . S e c r e t a r y . 

SECRETARY DUKE: H e l l o , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

H o w a r e y o u ? 

R E P . KULA: I am f i n e . And y o u ? 

SECRET ARY DUKE: G o o d . Thank y o u . 

REP. KULA: Good. 

J u s t t h i s p a s t F r i d a y , S e c r e t a r y 

A l e x a n d e r ' s A c t 22 r e g u l a t i o n was p u b l i s h e d , w h i c h 

w o u l d lump t h e a g i n g w a i v e r i n t o a new DPW c a r e 

management s y s t e m , e s t a b l i s h i n g s e r v i c e 



c o o r d i n a t i o n e n t i t i e s . 

I was w o n d e r i n g i f you c o u l d t e l l me, 

b a s e d upon A c t 22 r e g u l a t i o n , has S e c r e t a r y 

A l e x a n d e r e x p r e s s e d any i n t e n t i o n t o t a k e c a r e 

management f o r c o n s u m e r s i n t h e m e d i c a l a s s i s t a n c e 

a g i n g w a i v e r away f r o m t h e l o c a l AAA? And I ' l l 

j u s t k i n d o f g i v e i t t o you a l l i n one lump 

q u e s t i o n . Do you s u p p o r t t a k i n g c a r e management 

f o r a g i n g w a i v e r c l i e n t s away f r o m t h e AAA? And 

c o u l d you a s s u r e t h i s c o m m i t t e e t h a t t h e AAA's w i l l 

c o n t i n u e t o p r o v i d e c a r e management f o r a g i n g 

w a i v e r c o n s u m e r s ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I t h i n k t h a t i n 

r e s p o n d i n g t o R e p . Day's q u e s t i o n s as w e l l as 

y o u r s , l e t me s t a r t w i t h t h e f a c t t h a t I b e l i e v e 

t h e A r e a A g e n c i e s on A g i n g , i n t h e i r v a l u e d r o l e 

a c r o s s t h e Commonwealth, n o t o n l y p r o v i d e c a r e 

management b u t many o t h e r s e r v i c e s f o r w h i c h 

t h e y ' r e r e s p e c t e d . And I t h i n k t h e i r r o l e i s 

e s s e n t i a l , b o t h i n t e r m s o f t h e i r w h o l i s t i c v i e w o f 

t h e p e r s o n b e f o r e us t h a t we s e r v e , t h e o l d e r 

p e r s o n i n t h e co m m u n i t y , and i n t e r m s o f t h e i r 

k n o w l e d g e o f t h a t same com m u n i t y where t h e p e r s o n ' s 

l i v i n g o r l i v i n g w i t h a d i s a b i l i t y t a k e s p l a c e . 

And so I t h i n k t h e y have a v e r y i m p o r t a n t r o l e and 



a v e r y v a l u a b l e r o l e i n t e r m s o f d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f 

how we a s s e s s somebody and t h e n how a c a r e p l a n ' s 

e s t a b l i s h e d . 

So l e t me s t a r t w i t h t h e a n s w e r t o t h e 

m i d d l e q u e s t i o n . The A c t 22 p r o g r a m , w h i l e members 

of t h e o f f i c e o f Long-Term L i v i n g and d e p a r t m e n t o f 

A g i n g were i n v o l v e d i n h e l p i n g t o l o o k a t t h e 

p r e p a r a t i o n o f t h o s e r e g u l a t i o n s , we a r e i n p r o c e s s 

of r e v i e w i n g t h e same document t h a t came o u t on 

F r i d a y . As y o u ' r e a w a r e , w i t h any document l i k e 

t h a t , y o u c a n c o n t r i b u t e t o and t h e n i t goes 

t h r o u g h a v a r i e t y o f o f f i c e s , and t h e n t h e do cument 

y o u see i s b e f o r e y o u . 

So we're r e v i e w i n g t h o s e r e g u l a t i o n s 

now, and t h e n w e ' l l be o f f e r i n g comment on t h o s e 

r e g u l a t i o n s as we see t h e m . 

And c a n I a s s u r e t h e f u t u r e o f c a r e 

management w i t h t h e A r e a A g e n c i e s on A g i n g ? I t i s 

a p r e f e r e n c e t h a t I w o u l d p r e f e r t o see a s s e s s m e n t 

and c a r e management f o r t h e a g i n g w a i v e r r e m a i n 

w i t h t h e A r e a A g e n c i e s on A g i n g , b u t a t t h i s t i m e , 

we c a n ' t p r e d i c t what t h e f u t u r e w i l l be o r t h e 

e v o l u t i o n o f how t h i n g s w i l l t a k e p l a c e . 

The D e p a r t m e n t o f A g i n g has l o n g been a 

p r o v i d e r o f a s s e s s m e n t and c a r e management f o r t h e 



a g i n g w a v i e r s i n c e i t s i n c e p t i o n . 

R E P . KULA: W e l l , as someone t h a t has 

u s e d t h o s e s e r v i c e s , t h e AAA s e r v i c e s , on a 

p e r s o n a l b a s i s as w e l l as c o n s t i t u e n t r e f e r r a l , I 

can t r u l y a t t e s t t o t h e i r e x p e r t i s e i n t h i s a r e a , 

k e e p i n g i t on a l o c a l l e v e l , t o a l l o w o u r c o u n t i e s 

t o be a p a r t o f t h i s p r o c e s s t h a t w i l l a s s u r e t h a t , 

as t h e s e w a i v e r s a r e g r a n t e d , t h a t e v e r y t h i n g i s 

t a k e n i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank y o u , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

R e p . M a r i o S c a v e l l o . 

R E P . SCAVELLO: Thank y o u , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

And, good a f t e r n o o n , M r . S e c r e t a r y . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Good a f t e r n o o n . 

REP. SCAVELLO: I f i r s t , I s t a r t o f f 

e v e r y one o f t h e s e , f o r t h e l a s t s i x y e a r s s i n c e 

I ' v e been on t h e A p p r o p r i a t i o n s , c o m m e n t i n g a b o u t 

my d i r e c t o r b a c k home i n M o n r o e . She's a m a g i c i a n 

on t h e -- w i t h t h e d o l l a r s t h a t she c o n t i n u e s t o 

r e c e i v e , and t o be a b l e t o p r o v i d e s e r v i c e s and she 

does t h e b e s t t h a t she c a n . 



My f i r s t q u e s t i o n , t h e P e n n C a r e b u d g e t 

i n f o r m a t i o n shows t h a t you have 3.886 m i l l i o n i n 

r e s e r v e i n F i s c a l Y e a r 2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 2 . Why a r e t h e s e 

d o l l a r s n o t b e i n g h e l d i n r e s e r v e , f i r s t ? 

One p o r t i o n o f t h o s e d o l l a r s -- and i t 

r e l a t e s t o d o l l a r s t h a t a r e n ' t e x p e n d e d , r i g h t ? I n 

a g i v e n y e a r , l e t ' s s a y . 

R E P . SCAVELLO: R i g h t . 

SECRETARY DUKE: And t h e r e a s o n f o r 

t h o s e d o l l a r s n o t b e i n g e x p e n d e d i s c o n n e c t e d t o a 

l o t o f f a c t o r s , b u t one o f them i s , and we're 

f i n d i n g i n t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f A g i n g and w o r k i n g h a r d 

t o c o r r e c t i t r i g h t now, i s t h e way we r e c o n c i l e 

o u r d o l l a r s w i t h t h e l o c a l A r e a A g e n c y on A g i n g 

t h r o u g h t h e c u r r e n t f i n a n c i a l r e p o r t i n g s y s t e m s we 

h a v e . 

And t h e n , by t h e end o f t h e y e a r , you 

may be aware o f an amount o f money t h a t ' s a v a i l a b l e 

t o be s p e n t , b u t t h e c l o c k r u n s o u t b e c a u s e you 

g i v e somebody e i g h t -- s i x weeks t o go i n a f i s c a l 

y e a r and t h e y c a n ' t s p e n d i t . 

And what r e s t r i c t s us t o move t h e money 

t o where i t ' s n e e d e d i s t h e h o l d h a r m l e s s 

p r o v i s i o n . R i g h t ? So t h e s e a r e a l l r e l a t e d 

f a c t o r s . 



So I t h a n k you f o r t h e q u e s t i o n . And 

we a r e l o o k i n g i n t o i t t o see what we c a n do t o 

make s u r e t h a t t h e money g e t s t o where i t ' s n e e d e d 

and we h o p e f u l l y a r e n ' t r e s c i n d i n g t h a t k i n d o f 

money m o v i n g f o r w a r d . 

R E P . SCAVELLO: W e l l , y o u l i t up a 

l i g h t b u l b , b e c a u s e t h e h o l d h a r m l e s s e s i s where I 

was g o i n g . 

SECRETARY DUKE: I d o n ' t know i f t h a t ' s 

g o o d . 

R E P . SCAVELLO: Have you made any 

c h a n g e s i n t h e a g r e e m e n t s w i t h A r e a A g e n c i e s on 

A g i n g t o a d d r e s s t h e i n e q u i t i e s t h a t e x i s t ? I ' v e 

h e a r d you t a l k a b o u t i t t h e l a s t t i m e a r o u n d as 

w e l l . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . 

R E P . SCAVELLO: The a l l o c a t i o n f o r m 

and, p a r t i c u l a r l y , t h e h o l d h a r m l e s s p r o v i s i o n . 

I t ' s j u s t k i l l i n g t h e g r o w i n g a r e a . 

SECRETARY DUKE: I t h i n k -- l a s t y e a r I 

had s h a r e d t h i s and t h i s y e a r I s h a r e as w e l l , b u t 

I s t i l l m a i n t a i n t h a t we're i n a f i s c a l e n v i r o n m e n t 

r i g h t now where t h i s i s s u e c a n n o t be a d d r e s s e d , 

u n f o r t u n a t e l y , b u t i t i s one t h a t t e l l s us t h a t , 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y , we n e e d t o a d d r e s s t h e a l l o c a t i o n 



f o r m u l a . And t h e n we know, t h r o u g h t h e a c t o f 

l e g i s l a t u r e , we n e e d t o a d d r e s s t h e h o l d h a r m l e s s 

p r o v i s i o n . And i f we were t o a d d r e s s b o t h a t t h e 

same t i m e , I b e l i e v e we c a n b r i n g o u r A r e a A g e n c i e s 

on A g i ng t o an e q u i t y p o s i t i o n . 

One n e x t q u e s t i o n may be, W e l l , how 

much i s t h a t ? And we, r i g h t now, have a f i g u r e 

t h a t ' s a b o u t t h r e e and a h a l f y e a r s o l d , so we n e e d 

t o r u n t h a t f o r m u l a a g a i n t o see i f t h a t number 

s t i l l h o l d s . I t was a b o u t 24.8 m i l l i o n t h e n , b u t I 

d o n ' t know what i t i s t o d a y . 

And we a l s o have t o l o o k a t what i t 

means i n t e r m s o f t h e c o s t o f p r o v i d i n g c a r e once 

you b r i n g p e o p l e t o e q u i t y . And we're g o i n g t o be 

w o r k i n g on t h a t . 

R E P . SCAVELLO: I have y o u r b u d g e t book 

t h a t y o u h a n d e d t o u s , and I l o o k e d a t -- i f you 

d o n ' t m i n d , i f you c a n p u l l y o u r s o u t . On page 88, 

u n d e r t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a l i n e . P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . The P e n n C a r e l i n e t h e r e . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Y e s . 

REP . SCAVELLO: Am I s e e i n g t h a t 

c o r r e c t l y ? They g o t an $836,0 00 i n c r e a s e ? I s t h a t 

a m i s t a k e ? B e c a u s e , you know, t h e g r o w i n g a r e a s 

g o t c u t , t h e ones t h a t have had more p o p u l a t i o n . 



SECRETARY DUKE: Y o u ' r e r e f e r r i n g t o 

d e m o g r a p h i c c h a n g e s , and so t h a t g o e s b a c k t o t h e 

a l l o c a t i o n f o r m u l a and h o l d h a r m l e s s i s s u e , b u t I 

c a n c o n f i r m t h e s e s p e c i f i c numbers f o r you and g e t 

b a c k t o t h e c o m m i t t e e t h r o u g h t h e c h a i r , i f y ou 

w i s h . 

R E P . SCAVELLO: Y e a h . I w o u l d assume, 

b e c a u s e t h e y ' r e h o l d h a r m l e s s , you know -- you 

know, we g o t c u t i n M o n r o e . Monroe g o t c u t , 

b e c a u s e I g u e s s i t ' s a c u t a c r o s s t h e b o a r d . B u t 

M o n r o e ' s p o p u l a t i o n ' s t r i p l e d s i n c e 1990 w e l l , 

I ' l l s a y d o u b l e d . D o u b l e d s i n c e -- t r i p l e d s i n c e 

f r o m 1 980 . And we're c u t . And I 'm l o o k i n g a t 

t h i s , and t h e y ' r e g e t t i n g 8 36, 000 m o r e . And p e r 

p e r s o n -- no d i s r e s p e c t t o t h e f o l k s f r o m P h i l l y -¬

b u t , p e r s e n i o r , y o u know i t i s a t r e m e n d o u s 

d i f f e r e n c e i n what t h e y ' r e g e t t i n g v e r s u s what 

we're g e t t i n g i n t h e r u r a l a r e a . 

SECRETARY DUKE: R i g h t . We know t h a t 

t h e r e ' s d e m o g r a p h i c i m b a l a n c e a c r o s s t h e 

Commonwealth as i t r e l a t e s t o t h e d o l l a r s t h a t a r e 

d i s t r i b u t e d . So we know t h a t . And t h e n , as t o t h e 

s p e c i f i c d o l l a r s o f a l l o c a t i o n , I w i l l l o o k a t b o t h 

P h i l a d e l p h i a and Monroe and g e t b a c k t o y o u . 

R E P . SCAVELLO: And on b o t h -- I'm 



l o o k i n g a t a l l o f t h e m . What's t h e p r e a d m i s s i o n 

a c c e s s and t h e f e d e r a l -- b e c a u s e I n o t i c e t h a t 

t h o s e d o l l a r s have been c u t f o r e v e r y o n e . 

SECRETARY DUKE: The p r e a d m i s s i o n 

a s s e s s m e n t i s a l e v e l o f c a r e a s s e s s m e n t t h a t ' s 

done f o r b o t h e n t r y i n t o n u r s i n g homes and home-

and c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d s e r v i c e s . 

R E P . SCAVELLO: So t h o s e d o l l a r s a r e 

c u t ; t h e y ' r e n o t a v a i l a b l e anymore t o -- o r 

t h e y ' r e - -

SECRETARY DUKE: T h e y ' r e s t i l l 

a v a i l a b l e . 

R E P . SCAVELLO: T h e y ' r e n o t i n 20 1 2 . I 

see 20 11, b u t i t ' s a b l a n k f o r e v e r y o n e i n 20 1 2 . 

MR. GI NGRICH: One o f t h e r e a s o n s t h a t 

i t shows as a b l a n k i n 2012 i s , we e n t e r e d i n t o new 

f i v e - y e a r a g r e e m e n t s w i t h t h e A r e a A g e n c i e s on 

A g i n g , and so p r e a d m i s s i o n a s s e s s m e n t s was moved 

f r o m t h e a g r e e m e n t t h a t c o n t a i n e d t h e P e n n C a r e 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n t o a s e p a r a t e a g r e e m e n t where a l l 

M e d i c a i d - m a t c h e d s e r v i c e s a r e c o n t a i n e d . 

R E P . SCAVELLO: So t h o s e d o l l a r s a r e 

s t i l l t h e r e i n t h e s e r v i c e -¬

MR. GI NGRICH: T h e y ' r e s t i l l t h e r e , and 

t h e r e was a c t u a l l y an i n c r e a s e i n '1 1-'12 i n 



p r e a d m i s s i o n a s s e s s m e n t f u n d i n g , b u t i t ' s i n a 

s e p a r a t e a g r e e m e n t now. 

R E P . SCAVELLO: M r . S e c r e t a r y , i t ' s 

t i m e s t h a t , you know, when new d o l l a r s a r e s e t o u t 

t h e r e , t h o s e -- t h e a r e a s t h a t have been l a c k i n g 

a l l t h e s e y e a r s n e e d t o be a d d r e s s e d . And I'm 

a s s u m i n g t h a t when we c u t , you know, t h e c u t s 

s h o u l d be d i f f e r e n t l y as w e l l , b e c a u s e t h e a r e a s 

t h a t have t r a d i t i o n a l l y n o t been f u n d e d p r o p e r l y , 

and y o u know t h e numbers, y o u know who t h e c o u n t i e s 

a r e , t h o s e s h o u l d be a d d r e s s e d as w e l l . And i t ' s 

n o t h a p p e n i n g . I d o n ' t see i t i n t h i s b u d g e t . I'm 

s o r r y . I d o n ' t t h i n k i t ' s f a i r . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . 

R E P . SCAVELLO: Thank y o u , 

M r . Se c r e t a r y . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank y o u . 

R e p . P a r k e r . 

R E P . PARKER: Thank y o u , C h a i r m a n 

A d o l p h . 

And welcome, M r . S e c r e t a r y . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . 

R E P . PARKER: J u s t -- l e t me j u s t s t a r t 

by n o t i n g t h a t , as i t r e l a t e s t o P e n n C a r e and o t h e r 



AAA a l l o c a t i o n s , I j u s t want t o make s u r e I s t a t e 

f o r t h e r eco r d -- and yo u c o r r e c t me i f I ' m 

wrong -- A g i n g a l l o c a t e s P e n n C a r e f u n d s i n t h e f o r m 

o f b l o c k g r a n t s t o AAAs b a s e d on c e n s u s d a t a , so 

t h a t ' s t h e number o f e l d e r l y p o o r , t h e number o f 

r u r a l p o o r , e l d e r l y m i n o r i t y , I mean, b a s e d on t h e 

s e r v i c e a r e a , b u t you use c e n s u s d a t a . You s o r t o f 

j u s t d o n ' t come up w i t h t h e f o r m u l a and d e c i d e 

we're g o i n g t o g i v e t h i s a r e a X amount o f money 

b e c a u s e i t ' s what you f e e l l i k e . You do i t b a s e d 

on c e n s u s d a t a . I s t h a t c o r r e c t ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , y o u r 

d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e a l l o c a t i o n f o r m u l a and t h e 

f a c t o r s t h a t a r e i n c l u d e d i s c o r r e c t . 

REP. PARKER: Thank y o u . 

SECRETARY DUKE: The c e n s u s d a t a , 

t h o u g h , t h a t we're u s i n g i s o u t d a t e d . 

R E P . PARKER: O k a y . 

SECRETARY DUKE: So i t ' s a b a s e t h a t 

we're u s i n g t h a t ' s o u t d a t e d . And t h e r e ' s -- i n t h e 

a l l o c a t i o n f o r m u l a m e t h o d o l o g y i n t h e h o l d h a r m l e s s 

p r o v i s i o n , t h a t ' s were y o u have t o l o o k . I t ' s -¬

h o l d h a r m l e s s p r o v i s i o n s a y s t h a t t h e AAA b a s i c a l l y 

w i l l g e t t h e same amount o f money t h e y r e c e i v e d t h e 

y e a r b e f o r e , and i t d o e s n ' t t a k e i n t o a c c o u n t 



c h a n g e s i n t h e d e m o g r a p h i c . 

R E P . PARKER: O k a y . B u t I j u s t w a n t e d 

t o j u s t s t a t e f o r t h e r e c o r d and, p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r 

t h e b e n e f i t o f t h e p u b l i c w a t c h i n g , t h a t A g i n g 

j u s t , s o r t o f , d o e s n ' t p u l l a f i g u r e o u t o f a h a t . 

You do t h i s b a s e d on n e e d . 

SECRETARY DUKE: N o . No, we do n o t . 

No . 

RE P . PARKER: O k a y . 

I j u s t want t o go back t o an e a r l i e r 

q u e s t i o n t h a t y o u r e s p o n d e d t o i n r e g a r d s t o t h e 

A c t 22 and t h e A A A s . One, p e r s o n a l l y , I ' v e a l s o 

had a h e a v y e x p e r i e n c e w i t h t h e AAAs w i t h my own 

g r a n d f a t h e r , who I was r a i s e d b y . And f o r u s , t h e 

AAA r e p r e s e n t e d a o n e - s t o p shop f o r any and 

e v e r y t h i n g y o u n e e d e d a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a g i n g . So i t 

was a c o o r d i n a t e d a p p r o a c h v e r s u s h a v i n g t o r u n 

f r o m one d e p a r t m e n t t o t h e o t h e r . 

And, a l t h o u g h I know you m e n t i o n e d i n 

y o u r r e s p o n s e t o t h e e a r l i e r q u e s t i o n , t h a t y o u , 

l i k e o t h e r s , a r e j u s t r e c e i v i n g t h e r e g t h a t was 

r e l e a s e d l a s t week, and y o u ' r e s o r t o f c o m b i n g 

t h r o u g h i t and you w i l l make some d e t e r m i n a t i o n 

a b o u t i t . I j u s t w a n t e d t o n o t e t h a t a f e w o f t h e 

AAA t h a t a r e s o r t o f i n c o r p o r a t e d as n o n p r o f i t s , 



t h e y may s t i l l be a b l e t o p r o v i d e t h e i r d i r e c t c a r e 

as a r e s u l t o f t h e new r e g t h a t was r e c e n t l y 

r e l e a s e d , b u t t h e r e a r e s e v e r a l o t h e r s t h a t a r e n o t 

i n c o r p o r a t e d as n o n p r o f i t s t h a t w o u l d be i m p a c t e d 

by t h i s . I do want t o s t a t e t h a t f o r t h e r e c o r d . 

You know, I r e p r e s e n t P h i l a d e l p h i a , and 

o b v i o u s l y o u r c o r p o r a t i o n f o r a g i n g i s i n c o r p o r a t e d 

as a n o n - p r o f i t , b u t b e c a u s e we d o n ' t g o v e r n s i m p l y 

t h i n k i n g a b o u t o u r r e g i o n s , we t h i n k a b o u t t h e 

e n t i r e Commonwealth, many i n r u r a l PA a r e n o t , and 

so t h o s e -- we're a l s o c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h o s e . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h a t , when we p a s s e d A c t 

22 l a s t y e a r -- and I know some o f t h i s i s f o r 

DEP -- t h e r e was s o r t o f l i k e a v e r b a l h a n d s h a k e o r 

s o r t o f a s h a k e - h a n d a g r e e m e n t i n r e g a r d s t o a 

comment p e r i o d when, you know, a r e g u l a t i o n was 

b e i n g p r o p o s e d a n d / o r p a s s e d , and i t was t h i r t y 

d a y s . And I w a s n ' t s u r e w h e t h e r o r n o t y o u r 

d e p a r t m e n t , do you r e s p o n d w i t h i n t h e comment 

p e r i o d , t h e t h i r t y d a y s ? B e c a u s e I ' v e r e c e n t l y 

h e a r d t h a t t h a t was no l o n g e r t h i r t y d a y s , i t ' s now 

f i f t e e n . 

Do you c o m m u n i c a t e d u r i n g t h a t t i m e ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I w o u l d n ' t want t o 

comment on t h e comment p e r i o d s and t h e p r o c e s s 



b e c a u s e i t i s u n d e r a n o t h e r d e p a r t m e n t o f s t a t e so 

l e t me d e f e r t o t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c W e l f a r e t o 

o b t a i n t h o s e a n s w e r s . I t h i n k t h a t w o u l d be b e s t 

i n t e r m s o f t h e p r o c e s s t h a t ' s b e i n g f o l l o w e d i n 

t h a t r e v i e w . 

R E P . PARKER: B u t how do you r e s p o n d as 

i t r e l a t e s t o A g i n g ' s p o s i t i o n on t h e r e g t h a t was 

p a s s e d i f y ou d o n ' t use t h e comment p e r i o d ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I'm n o t s u r e -- I know 

we have t o do i t w i t h i n , p r o b a b l y , t h e comment 

p e r i o d , b u t I d o n ' t have t h e d e f i n i t i o n t o t e l l 

me -- I d o n ' t have t h a t w i t h me. And I know we 

w i l l be o f f e r i n g comments, t h o u g h , t o t h e -¬

RE P . PARKER: O k a y . And i t i s o u r 

hope, b e c a u s e i t ' s v e r y i m p o r t a n t what y o u r 

d e p a r t m e n t t h i n k s . I a p p r e c i a t e d y o u r c o n s t a n t l y 

n o t i n g t h a t , y o u know, you p l a c e g r e a t v a l u e on o u r 

AAAs and t h e s e r v i c e t h a t t h e y p r o v i d e , b u t i t ' s 

i m p o r t a n t t h a t y o u r d e p a r t m e n t ' s p o s i t i o n , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y on t h e s e n e w l y p u b l i s h e d r e g s , t h a t i t 

i s known t o t h e p u b l i c and i t ' s known t o t h e 

l e g i s l a t u r e . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . 

RE P . PARKER: I n a d d i t i o n t o t h a t , l e t 

me j u s t n o t e t h a t t h e c h a i r m a n o f o u r p o l i c y 



c o m m i t t e e , Rep. S t u r l a , f r o m L a n c a s t e r , r e c e n t l y 

f o r w a r d e d some i n f o r m a t i o n t o us r e g a r d i n g a p o l l 

t h a t was r e l e a s ed f r o m a g r o u p , t h e AARP, n o t i n g 

t h a t home c a r e s e r v i c e s , you know, were 80 p e r c e n t 

o f t h e c o n c e r n o f p e o p l e who were o v e r t h e age o f 

50, and I t h o u g h t t o m y s e l f , t h a t was v e r y 

p o i g n a n t . B u t a l o n g t h e same l i n e s , i t came t o my 

m i n d , f r o m my p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e , t h a t one o f t h e 

key t u r n a r o u n d , s o r t o f , p r o f e s s i o n s t h a t we have 

i n t h e Commonwealth i s home c a r e a i d e s who d i r e c t l y 

d e l i v e r t h e s e r v i c e s . I went t h r o u g h , p r o b a b l y , 

a b o u t , y o u know, f i v e o f them, t r y i n g t o c h o o s e t h e 

r i g h t p e r s o n t o s t a y i n my home w i t h my g r a n d f a t h e r 

so t h a t I co u l d do t h i s j o b . 

A r e we w o r k i n g w i t h any o f o u r s e r v i c e 

p r o v i d e r s t o e n s u r e t h a t t h e y f i n d a way t o 

m a i n t a i n some s e n s e o f c o n s i s t e n c y so -- t o have a 

h i g h e r p e r c e n t a g e o f r e t e n t i o n o f e x p e r i e n c e d 

e m p l o y e e s who a r e d i r e c t l y g o i n g i n t o t h e homes o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s t o p r o v i d e them? 

SECRETARY DUKE: You b r i n g up 

r e c r u i t m e n t and r e t e n t i o n . I t ' s a l w a y s a t o p 

c o n c e r n o f o u r s . These a r e t h e p e o p l e who a r e 

a c t u a l l y l a y i n g on o f hands t o do t h e work, i n t h e 

o u t s t a n d i n g work t h e y do a c r o s s t h e Commonwealth, 



f o r w h i c h we're g r a t e f u l . 

We're a l w a y s s p e a k i n g t o o u r p r o v i d e r s 

a b o u t t h e n e ed t o e n h a n c e q u a l i t y o f c a r e and how 

we do t h a t t h r o u g h t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m s w i t h t h e 

p e o p l e t h a t d e l i v e r t h a t c a r e . How do we do t h a t 

i n t e r m s o f m o n i t o r i n g t h e s e r v i c e s t h a t a r e 

p r o v i d e d , so t h a t , i n k n o w i n g what t h e y s h o u l d do 

and b e i n g t a u g h t how t o do i t i n a h i g h q u a l i t y o f 

f a s h i o n , h o p e f u l l y t h e work t h e y do w i l l be e v e n 

more f u l f i l l i n g t h a n i t i s on a d a y - t o - d a y b a s i s 

t h r o u g h t h e i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h t h e c a r e r e c i p i e n t . 

So i t i s a c onc e r n o f ou r s and i t ' s one 

we do pay a t t e n t i o n t o . 

R E P . PARKER: That w i l l be i t , 

M r . C h a i r . Thank you f o r y o u r i n d u l g e n c e . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank y o u , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

R e p . Dave M i l l a r d . 

R E P . MILLARD: Thank y o u , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

Sec r e t a r y Du k e , be f o r e I as k my 

q u e s t i o n s h e r e , I ' d be r e m i s s i f I d i d n ' t m e n t i o n 

t o you t h a t y o u r o p e n i n g s t a t e m e n t s , you m e n t i o n 

t h e f a c t t h a t you d e a l w i t h t h e v u l n e r a b l e segment 

o f o u r s o c i e t y . I n my o f f i c e , w i t h a l l t h e c a l l s 



t h a t we r e c e i v e and t h e c l i e n t e l e t h a t we d e a l 

w i t h , we c o u n t on n o t o n l y o u r A r e a A g e n c y on A g i n g 

t o a s s i s t us a g r e a t d e a l o r o u r c o n s t i t u e n t s , b u t 

we c o u n t on y o u r o f f i c e as w e l l . And we d e a l an 

a w f u l l o t w i t h K e l l y i n y o u r o f f i c e , and I j u s t 

want t o t h a n k y o u and y o u r s t a f f f o r t h e f i n e 

c o o p e r a t i o n we have w i t h y o u , and we l o o k f o r w a r d 

t o h a v i n g t h a t c o n t i n u e . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

R E P . MILLARD: My f i r s t q u e s t i o n i s , 

t h e o v e r a l l n a t i o n a l economy i s o b v i o u s l y h a v i n g an 

i m p a c t on a l l o f u s , b u t e s p e c i a l l y on o u r s e n i o r 

p o p u l a t i o n . S a v i n g s f o r r e t i r e m e n t have 

d i m i n i s h e d . S e n i o r s a r e w o r k i n g l o n g e r . The c o v e r 

l e t t e r on t h e f i r s t page o f y o u r b u d g e t 

p r e s e n t a t i o n i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h i s b u d g e t w i l l a l l o w 

f o r t h e r e i n v e n t i o n and t h e r e - a r c h i t e c t o f a g i n g 

s e r v i c e s . 

A r e y o u l o o k i n g t o r e v i s e o r chang e t h e 

d e p a r t m e n t ' s o p e r a t i o n s t o c r e a t e more e f f i c i e n c i e s 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y and s t r e a m l i n e s e r v i c e s so t h a t 

more s e r v i c e s c a n t a r g e t what we have i n t h i s 

Commonwealth as a g r o w i n g s e n i o r p o p u l a t i o n ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I 'm g o i n g t o answer 



two f o l d . One i s , we w o u l d a l w a y s l o o k f o r 

e f f i c i e n c y , b u t w h e n e v e r we l o o k f o r e f f i c i e n c y , we 

have t o l o o k a t e f f i c a c y . R i g h t ? So we c a n l o o k 

a t i t c o s t i n g l e s s , b u t we have t o make s u r e t h e 

s e r v i c e s p r o v i d e d a r e a l s o h a v i n g an e f f e c t , t h e 

d e s i r e d e f f e c t , on t h e i n d i v i d u a l s we're s e r v i n g , 

so i t ' s a t w o - f o l d e f f o r t . 

The s e c o n d t h i n g i s , we l o o k a t t h i s -¬

we n e e d t o be c o n c e r n e d a b o u t how we l o o k t o w a r d s 

t h e O l d e r A m e r i c a n s A c t s e r v i c e s , w h i c h a r e t h e 

f o u n d i n g s e r v i c e s t h a t t h e d e p a r t m e n t was c r e a t e d 

b y . And i n r e c e n t t i m e s , n o t t h r o u g h any, I t h i n k , 

i n t e n t i o n a l mal i n t e n t , we may have n o t p a i d as 

much a t t e n t i o n t o t h o s e s e r v i c e s , as an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n , as we s h o u l d . And so when we s a y 

" r e - a r c h i t e c t , " i t ' s r e a l l y c a l l i n g us a l i t t l e b i t 

b a c k t o o u r r o o t s , t o l o o k a t t h o s e s e r v i c e s w h i c h 

a r e so v a l u e d by t h e c i t i z e n s o f t h e Commonwealth 

and s e e i n g what we c a n do t o pay a t t e n t i o n t o t h o s e 

and d e v e l o p an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e t h a t l o o k s 

a t t h o s e a l i t t l e b i t m o r e . 

REP. MILLARD: W e l l , as we go i n t o t h e 

f u t u r e , a l l b u d g e t s a r e p r e p a r e d b a s e d on 

e s t i m a t e s , and, c e r t a i n l y , we're w o r k i n g on t h e 

n e x t f i s c a l y e a r ' s b u d g e t , b u t we a l w a y s have t o 



l o o k b e y o n d t h a t . 

I t ' s e s t i m a t e d t h a t by 2020, one i n 

f i v e PA r e s i d e n t s w i l l be o v e r 65 y e a r s o f age and 

t h a t d u r i n g t h a t same t i m e p e r i o d , t h o s e i n t h e 20-

t o 6 4 - y e a r - o l d r a n g e a r e e x p e c t e d t o s h r i n k by 2 

and a h a l f p e r c e n t . A r e you c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e 

i n t e g r i t y o f t h e l o t t e r y f u n d i n f u t u r e y e a r s ? We 

know t h a t t h a t f u n d p r o v i d e s , r e a l l y , t h e l i f e l i n e 

t o a l o t o f s e r v i c e s f o r o u r s e n i o r s . You know, 

a g a i n , i n l o o k i n g t o w a r d t h e f u t u r e , a r e you 

c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h a t ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: We're g r a t e f u l . And 

as t h e c o m m i t t e e knows, we d o n ' t r e c e i v e any 

s u p p o r t f r o m t h e g e n e r a l f u n d o f t h e Commonwealth. 

Our s u p p o r t i s , i n l a r g e p a r t , due t o t h e l o t t e r y 

and i t s s u c c e s s . And we're g r a t e f u l t o t h e 

l o t t e r y . We're g r a t e f u l f o r t h e a c h i e v e m e n t s 

t h e y ' v e made i n t h i s p a s t y e a r i n i n c r e a s i n g s a l e s 

and t h e d o l l a r s t h a t a r e a v a i l a b l e t o s u p p o r t t h o s e 

s e r v i c e s t h a t a r e s u p p o r t e d by t h e l o t t e r y now. 

As t o t h e l o t t e r y ' s v i a b i l i t y and i t s 

s t r e n g t h , I w o u l d d e f e r t o t h e s e c r e t a r y o f 

Rev e n u e , Dan M e u s e r , and h i s s t a f f t o a n s w e r t h a t 

q u e s t i o n b e c a u s e I 'm c e r t a i n l y n o t an e x p e r t i n 

r u n n i n g a l o t t e r y . 



The c o n c e r n a b o u t t h e p o p u l a t i o n i s 

one, t h o u g h , t h a t c a l l s us t o s a y , n o t o n l y do we 

have t o l o o k c a r e f u l l y a t t h e s e r v i c e s we're 

p r o v i d i n g , we have t o see i f t h o s e s e r v i c e s a r e t h e 

a p p r o p r i a t e s e r v i c e s . A r e t h e y g o i n g t o be t h e 

ones t h a t w i l l c a r r y us i n t o t h e f u t u r e ? 

H o p e f u l l y , o u r f o u r - y e a r p l a n w i l l s p e l l o u t some 

of t h i s . 

We a l s o have t o be c o n c e r n e d a b o u t 

e f f e c t i v e c o m m u n i t y p u b l i c - p r i v a t e p a r t n e r s h i p s , 

w h i c h may be a b l e t o h e l p us r e a c h t o p e o p l e who 

h a v e n ' t k n o c k e d on o u r d o o r y e t , p o s s i b l y d e f e r r i n g 

t h e i r a c c e s s t o o u r s e r v i c e , o r f i n d c r e a t i v e ways 

t o o f f e r s e r v i c e s i n t h e c o m m u n i t y , b e c a u s e , as 

anyone knows who l o o k s a t t h e number, t h o s e 

d e m o g r a p h i c numbers, t h e g o v e r n m e n t c a n ' t be t h e 

s o l e s o u r c e o f t h e p r o v i s i o n o f s e r v i c e t o meet 

t o t a l n e e d . So w h a t e v e r we c a n do a t t h e l o c a l 

l e v e l t o c r e a t e e f f e c t i v e p u b l i c - p r i v a t e 

p a r t n e r s h i p s , t o s h a r e b e s t p r a c t i c e s , I t h i n k w i l l 

h e l p us move f o r w a r d t o meet t h e n e e d s m o v i n g 

f o r w a r d . 

R E P . MILLARD: O k a y . Thank y o u . 

Thank y o u , M r . S e c r e t a r y . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u , 



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank y o u . 

At t h i s t i m e , I ' d l i k e t o a c k n o w l e d g e 

t h e p r e s e n c e o f R e p . K a t h y W a t s o n , o f B u c k s 

C o u n t y . 

And C h a i r m a n . 

R E P . MARKOSEK: R e p . S t e v e S a m u e l s o n , 

t h e L e h i g h V a l l e y , has a r r i v e d . 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank y o u . 

The n e x t q u e s t i o n i s by R e p . P a u l 

C o s t a . 

R E P . COSTA: Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

O v e r t o y o u r l e f t , S e c r e t a r y . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . T h a n k s . 

S o r r y . 

R E P . COSTA: How you d o i n g ? 

SECRET ARY DUKE: G o o d . How a r e y o u ? 

R E P . COSTA: V e r y g o o d . Thank y o u . 

I'm n o t s u r e i f y ou have t h i s number 

w i t h y o u , b u t i s i t p o s s i b l e t o t e l l us t h e 

p e r c e n t a g e o f e l i g i b l e s e n i o r s t h a t a r e on o u r 

PACE, PACENET, PACEPLUS p r o g r a m s ? 

SECRET ARY DUKE: We have a b o u t -- I 

g u e s s 1.3 m i l l i o n P e n n s y l v a n i a n s w o u l d be e l i g i b l e 



f o r t h e p r o g r a m . R i g h t ? And a b o u t 300 ,00 0, Tom, 

a r e r e c e i v i n g PACE b e n e f i t s r i g h t now. 

RE P . COSTA: I s t h a t , l i k e , 25 

p e r c e n t ? 

SECRET ARY DUKE: Y e a h . And t h a t -- b u t 

I d o n ' t t h i n k i t ' s -- and Tom c o u l d o f f e r some more 

i n f o r m a t i o n , b u t r e a l l y , y o u have t o c o n s i d e r t h a t 

i n t h e p o p u l a t i o n you have p e o p l e t h a t a r e n ' t 

t a k i n g p r e s c r i p t i o n m e d i c a t i o n s . R i g h t ? And t h e n 

you have p e o p l e who may have b e n e f i t s t h a t a r e p a i d 

f o r t h r o u g h some o t h e r means o t h e r t h a n PACE and 

PACENET. 

RE P . COSTA: I t ' s my u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t 

i f we have o u r s e n i o r s t h a t a r e o n t he PACEPLUS 

M e d i c a r e p r o g r a m , we g e t r e i m b u r s e m e n t s f r o m t h e 

f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t . I s t h a t a c c u r a t e ? 

MR. SNEDDEN: We d o n ' t g e t a 

r e i m b u r s e m e n t , b u t we're a b l e t o s h i f t o u r c o s t s 

o v e r t o M e d i c a r e P a r t D. 

RE P . COSTA: So t h e y w o u l d pay f o r i t 

i n s t e a d o f t h e s t a t e . 

MR. SNEDDEN: T h a t ' s c o r r e c t . 

R E P . COSTA: O k a y . So what a r e you 

guys d o i n g t o a c t u a l l y i n c r e a s e t h e number o f 

c i t i z e n s t h a t we h a v e , and what more c a n we do, as 



s t a t e r e p s , what c a n we do t o g e t more p e o p l e 

k n o w l e d g e o f t h i s p r o g r a m and, u l t i m a t e l y , h e l p o u t 

t h e s t a t e by b r i n g i n g more money i n ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I mean, I t h i n k e a c h 

and e v e r y day Tom and h i s team do a g r e a t j o b o f 

o u t r e a c h i n t e r m s o f t h e PACE p r o g r a m , i t s b e n e f i t s 

and e l i g i b i l i t y c r i t e r i a . We have an a c t i v e phone 

c e n t e r t h a t we use t h a t d o e s engagement w i t h t h e 

p o p u l a t i o n i n o r d e r t o e v e n r e a c h o u t t o p e o p l e who 

a r e e l i g i b l e t h a t we know a r e n ' t a c c e s s i n g t h e 

s e r v i c e s , and so I b e l i e v e o u r o u t r e a c h i s r e a l l y 

g o o d . 

I n t e r m s o f how we l o o k a t M e d i c a r e 

P a r t D and i t s i m p a c t on t h e p r o g r a m , i t ' s 

s o m e t h i n g t h a t Tom and h i s s t a f f , t h r o u g h r e s e a r c h 

and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n , c o n t i n u a l l y l o o k and m o n i t o r t o 

make s u r e we're t a k i n g a d v a n t a g e o f a l l l e v e l s o f 

s u p p o r t t o s u p p o r t t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f 

p h a r m a c e u t i c a l m e d i c a t i o n s t o P e n n s y l v a n i a n s . 

R E P . COSTA: Thank y o u v e r y much. 

Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank y o u . 

The n e x t q u e s t i o n w i l l be o f f e r e d by 

R e p . Mark M u s t i o . 

R E P . MUSTIO: Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 



M r . S e c r e t a r y , t h a n k you f o r y o u r 

t e s t i m o n y t o d a y . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . 

R E P . MUSTIO: I n y o u r o p e n i n g 

s t a t e m e n t , you m e n t i o n e d t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f 

m o n i t o r i n g o f t h e d e l i v e r y o f s e r v i c e and c a r e . 

And we a p p r e c i a t e a l l t h a t y o u r d e p a r t m e n t d o e s i n 

t h a t a r e a . 

Home- and c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d s e r v i c e s 

o b v i o u s l y a r e p r o v i d e d i n t h e i n d i v i d u a l s ' homes. 

And I'm g o i n g t o make an a s s u m p t i o n , I d o n ' t know 

i f i t ' s c o r r e c t o r n o t , b u t I'm g o i n g t o assume 

t h a t i t ' s more d i f f i c u l t t o m o n i t o r t h o s e p r o g r a m s 

b e c a u s e t h e y ' r e i n i n d i v i d u a l s ' homes and t o e n s u r e 

t h a t t h e c o n sumer i s r e c e i v i n g a l l o f t h e s e r v i c e s 

i n t h e s p e c i f i c c a r e p l a n . 

So c o u l d you , p l e a s e , de s c r i b e f o r me 

t h e s t a n d a r d s t h a t y o u r d e p a r t m e n t u s e s i n 

m o n i t o r i n g t h e c a r e p l a n s i n t h e i n d i v i d u a l homes? 

SECRETARY DUKE: We c a n g e t t h e 

s t a n d a r d s t o you i n t e r m s o f what we a c t u a l l y do on 

a d a y - t o - d a y b a s i s t o do t h a t . B u t , b a s i c a l l y , 

i t ' s r e v i e w i n g t h e c a r e p l a n , r e v i e w i n g t h e b i l l i n g 

s y s t e m t o see what s e r v i c e s a r e b i l l e d f o r . Y o u ' r e 

r i g h t i n r e g a r d s t o we d o n ' t have a c a m e r a i n t h e 



home t o a c t u a l l y see t h e a c t u a l h a n d s - o n d e l i v e r y 

o f c a r e . I t makes i t d i f f i c u l t t o do a c a r e 

m o n i t o r i n g t h a t you may do i f you were i n a n u r s i n g 

home where you c a n w a l k by a room and see what a 

n u r s i n g a i d e i s d o i n g i n a room o r a n u r s e . 

And so we b e l i e v e t h e s y s t e m we have -¬

we a l s o do -- we m o n i t o r b e n c h m a r k i n g d a t a t o l o o k 

a t how p e o p l e ' s s e r v i c e s a r e d e l i v e r e d . T h a t c a n 

h e l p us a t l e a s t have a g l o b a l m e a s u r e s and l o o k 

f o r v a r i a n c e i n t h o s e m e a s u r e s t o see w h a t ' s 

o c c u r r i n g . 

R E P . MUSTIO: A r e t h e s e r v i c e s a l w a y s 

p r o v i d e d by a p r o f e s s i o n a l p r o v i d e r o r a r e , 

s o m e t i m e s , s e r v i c e s p r o v i d e d by f a m i l y o r f r i e n d s 

i n t h e home-based s e t t i n g ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I n f o r m a l s u p p o r t s c a n 

be p r o v i d e d by anyone t h e c a r e r e c i p i e n t ' s 

c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h , as l o n g as t h e y c a n meet t h e 

n e e d s . And when l e v e l o f c a r e a s s e s s m e n t ' s done, 

b o t h f o r m a l and l e v e l s o f s u p p o r t a r e l o o k e d a t i n 

t e r m s o f t h a t p e r s o n ' s n e e d s . 

R E P . MUSTIO: O k a y . Thank y o u . 

The n u r s i n g f a c i l i t i e s t h a t a r e 

l i c e n s e d by t h e s t a t e , t h e y ' r e a l s o i n s p e c t e d by 

t h e s t a t e . 



SECRETARY DUKE: They a r e . 

REP. MUSTIO: I know a c o u p l e y e a r s 

a g o , R e p . W a t s o n and I a c t u a l l y h ad l e g i s l a t i o n as 

i t r e l a t e d t o c a r b o n m o n o x i d e d e t e c t o r s . And a t 

t h e h e a r i n g , when I was on A g i n g C o m m i t t e e , i t was 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e i n s p e c t i o n s were a l i t t l e b i t 

b e h i n d s c h e d u l e . 

Can y o u t e l l us where we a r e now as f a r 

as t h e f a c i l i t i e s b e i n g i n s p e c t e d ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: Y e s . The n u r s i n g 

homes a r e l i c e n s e d and i n s p e c t e d by t h e PA 

D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h , so I d o n ' t have t h o s e 

s t a t i s t i c s . 

R E P . MUSTIO: T h a t ' s c o r r e c t . I do 

r e c a l l t h a t f l a s h b a c k r i g h t now. T h a t was b r o u g h t 

up a t t h a t same h e a r i n g . R i g h t . 

So you w o u l d n o t , t h e n , be a b l e t o t e l l 

me -- o r do you w e i g h i n on t h i s a t a l l , as f a r as 

t h e i n s p e c t i o n c r i t e r i a as f a r as what i t e m s w o u l d 

be l o o k e d a t when an i n s p e c t i o n t a k e s p l a c e i n a 

f a c i l i t y ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I 'm s u r e we c a n g e t 

a c c e s s t o t h o s e f o r you f r o m t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f 

H e a l t h , b u t I w o u l d d e f e r t o t h e s e c r e t a r y o f 

H e a l t h and h i s team t o t a l k a b o u t t h e a c t u a l 



i n s p e c t i o n o f n u r s i n g homes. 

I f you had a s p e c i f i c c o n c e r n , y o u 

c o u l d b r i n g i t up w i t h u s . I f i t ' s a q u a l i t y o f 

l i f e i s s u e , we c a n have o u r ombudsman go t o a 

f a c i l i t y t o l o o k i n t o an i s s u e , b u t j u s t l e t us 

know i f t h e r e ' s a -¬

RE P . MUSTIO: I g u e s s t h a t -- t h e 

s p e c i f i c i s s u e was t h e d e a t h o f p e o p l e i n a n u r s i n g 

home. So I d o n ' t know t h a t I -- I want t o f i n d how 

we t a k e c a r e o f t h a t i n t h e f u t u r e , t h a t t h a t 

d o e s n ' t o c c u r . We're h a v i n g t r o u b l e g e t t i n g t h e 

l e g i s l a t i o n a c t u a l l y p a s s e d , and I j u s t w a n t e d t o 

make s u r e t h a t we had enough r e s o u r c e s i n t h e 

b u d g e t s t o do i n s p e c t i o n s . 

SECRETARY DUKE: D e a t h r e l a t e d t o CO2. 

RE P . MUSTIO: C o r r e c t . 

SEC RET ARY DUKE: Y e a h . 

R E P . MUSTIO: So a n y t h i n g y o u c a n o f f e r 

i n t h a t a r e a w o u l d be a p p r e c i a t e d . 

Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank y o u . 

R e p . S a m u e l s o n . 

R E P . SAMUELSON: Thank y o u , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

Two q u e s t i o n s . One a b o u t t h e 



PACENET p r o g r a m , PACE and PACENET, and t h e n t h e 

m a i n q u e s t i o n w o u l d be a b o u t t h e t r a n s f e r o u t o f 

t h e l o t t e r y f u n d f o r l o n g - t e r m c a r e o v e r i n t h e 

D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c W e l f a r e . 

The q u i c k q u e s t i o n a b o u t t h e PACE and 

PACENET p r o g r a m i s , when I l o o k a t t h e s e f i g u r e s 

h e r e , 303,000 P e n n s y l v a n i a n s r e c e i v i n g PACE and 

PACENET. Two y e a r s ago, i t was 300 , 7 0 0 . So i t ' s 

down a b o u t a p e r c e n t i n t h e l a s t two y e a r s . 

I w a n t e d t o g e t y o u r t a k e on what y o u 

t h i n k t h e r e a s o n i s f o r t h e d e c r e a s e . P e r h a p s , i s 

i t b e c a u s e t h e l a s t t i m e we r a i s e d t h e income 

l i m i t s was e i g h t y e a r s ago, J a n u a r y 1 s t o f 2004? 

The u p p e r income l i m i t h e r e i s 23,500 f o r a s i n g l e 

p e r s o n , 31,500 f o r a m a r r i e d c o u p l e . 

I s i t t i m e t o r a i s e t h o s e i ncome l i m i t s 

a g a i n ? Or i s t h e r e some o t h e r f a c t o r t h a t ' s -¬

t h a t ' s c a u s i n g t h e d e c r e a s e -- s l i g h t d e c r e a s e i n 

t h e number o f PACENET r e c i p i e n t s ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: One t h i n g we c a n be 

g r a t e f u l f o r i s t h e PACE m o r a t o r i u m l e g i s l a t i o n 

t h a t p a s s e d and t h e g o v e r n o r s i g n e d t h a t p r e s e r v e d 

b e n e f i t s t o t h o s e who r e c e i v e c o s t - o f - l i v i n g 

i n c r e a s e s f r om Soc i a l Se c u r i t y t h a t w o u l d have made 

them i n e l i g i b l e f o r b e n e f i t s . So we're g r a t e f u l 



f o r t h a t , t o i n c l u d e t h a t p o p u l a t i o n . 

As f a r as t h e s p e c i f i c e l i g i b i l i t y 

q u e s t i o n , Tom, why d o n ' t y o u an s w e r t h a t . 

MR. SNEDDEN: The r e a s o n f o r t h e 

d e c l i n e f r o m 30 7 t o 303, 000 o v e r t h e p a s t few y e a r s 

i s l a r g e l y a t t r i b u t a b l e t o M e d i c a r e P a r t D and t h e 

c a t a s t r o p h i c d r u g c o v e r a g e t h a t t h e y p r o v i d e . 

As t h e s e c r e t a r y s a i d a moment ago, i n 

r e s p o n s e t o t h e q u e s t i o n a b o u t e l i g i b l e s who a r e 

n o t e n r o l l e d i n t h e b e n e f i t , n o t e v e r y b o d y n e e d s a 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e d r u g b e n e f i t l i k e y o u have i n t h e 

PACE p r o g r a m . A l o t o f p e o p l e o f q u i t e s a t i s f i e d 

w i t h t h e b e n e f i t t h a t p r o v i d e s them w i t h l e s s t h a n 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e c o v e r a g e . So what we're f i n d i n g i s 

p e o p l e a r e g o i n g i n t o M e d i c a r e P a r t D and n o t 

n e e d i n g any f u r t h e r a s s i s t a n c e , so t h e y ' r e n o t 

s i g n i n g up f o r PACE, d e s p i t e o u r o u t r e a c h e f f o r t s 

t o e n c o u r a g e them t o do t h a t . 

R E P . SAMUELSON: Thank y o u . And I ' d 

l i k e t o c o n t i n u e t o work w i t h you on ways t o 

i n c r e a s e t h e number o f p e o p l e r e c e i v i n g PACE and 

PACENET. 

My m a i n q u e s t i o n i s a b o u t a l a r g e 

t r a n s f e r h e r e i n t h e b u d g e t , $250 m i l l i o n , t a k e n 

o u t o f t h e l o t t e r y f u n d and p u t o v e r i n t h e 



d e p a r t m e n t o f p u b l i c w e l f a r e t o pay f o r l o n g - t e r m 

c a r e , t o pay f o r s o m e t h i n g t h a t , you know, s t a t e 

t a x d o l l a r s c o u l d a l s o pay f o r o v e r i n D e p a r t m e n t 

o f Pub l i c We l f a r e . 

Now, 250 m i l l i o n i s up s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

f r o m l a s t y e a r . L a s t y e a r , t h e t r a n s f e r o u t o f t h e 

l o t t e r y f u n d f o r t h i s p u r p o s e was a h u n d r e d 

s e v e n t y - e i g h t m i l l i o n . Now, 2 5 0 . T h a t ' s an 

i nc r e a s e o f $7 1 mi l l i o n . 

I n f a c t , when I l o o k a t a l l o f t h e 

t h i n g s c o m i n g o u t o f t h e l o t t e r y f u n d , i t ' s o v e r 

1 .1 b i l l i o n , many d i f f e r e n t p r o g r a m s t h a t b e n e f i t 

s e n i o r c i t i z e n s . I t i s up a b o u t 40 m i l l i o n . 

B u t i f y ou t o o k away t h a t one l a r g e 

i n c r e a s e , t h e r e s t o f a l l t h e p r o g r a m s t h a t b e n e f i t 

s e n i o r c i t i z e n s , i t ' s a c t u a l l y down 30 m i l l i o n . 

You know what I 'm s a y i n g ? A $40 m i l l i o n i n c r e a s e 

o v e r a l l , b u t t h e l a r g e s t component i s a $7 1 m i l l i o n 

i n c r e a s e o f m o v i n g d o l l a r s f r o m t h e l o t t e r y f u n d 

o v e r t o DPW t o pay f o r l o n g - t e r m c a r e . 

My c o n c e r n i s , c o u l d n ' t t h i s money, 

t h i s $71 m i l l i o n a d d i t i o n a l t h a t t h e g o v e r n o r w a n t s 

t o t a k e o u t o f t h e l o t t e r y f u n d , c o u l d n ' t t h a t h e l p 

t o r e d u c e w a i t i n g l i s t s f o r p r o g r a m s l i k e t h e 

O p t i o n s p r o g r a m ? F o r s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h e a g i n g 



w a i v e r , where t h e g o a l i s t o keep p e o p l e i n t h e i r 

homes r a t h e r t h a n go t o t h e more e x p e n s i v e n u r s i n g 

home c a r e . W o u l d n ' t t h a t $71 m i l l i o n be b e t t e r 

u s e d t o a t t a c k some o f t h o s e w a i t i n g l i s t s ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . T h i s 

amount's b e e n n o t e d i n o t h e r d i s c u s s i o n s . And when 

we t h i n k a b o u t t h e c a r e o f o u r o l d e r 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s , we have t o t h i n k o f a c o n t i n u u m . 

And t h a t c o n t i n u u m c o n s i s t s o f home- and c o m m u n i t y -

b a s e d s e r v i c e s as w e l l as n u r s i n g f a c i l i t y c a r e . 

And when I t h i n k a b o u t t h e use o f 

l o t t e r y d o l l a r s t o s u p p o r t s e r v i c e s t h a t , by t h e 

t a g l i n e , b e n e f i t o l d e r P e n n s y l v a n i a n s , I most 

c e r t a i n l y t h i n k o f o u r c i t i z e n s i n a l l p a r t s o f t h e 

c o n t i n u u m o f c a r e , b o t h n u r s i n g home and home-, 

c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d s e r v i c e s . And so when you l o o k a t 

t h e i n c r e a s e t h a t ' s b e i n g p r o p o s e d h e r e , 250 

m i l l i o n g o i n g t o s k i l l e d c a r e , t h e same t i m e , i f we 

add up a c o u p l e c a t e g o r i e s i n t h e b u d g e t , t h r o u g h 

a s s e s s m e n t s and a few o t h e r t h i n g s , we see 27 0 

m i l l i o n g o i n g f o r home- and c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d 

s e r v i c e s , n e i t h e r o f w h i c h a r e p r o b a b l y t h e i d e a l 

f u n d i n g l e v e l s we n e e d , b u t i n t h e e n v i r o n m e n t 

we're i n , t h e y a r e t h e f u n d i n g l e v e l s w h i c h we have 

and we b e l i e v e , t h r o u g h management, w e ' l l be a b l e 



t o a d d r e s s . 

And s o , my an s w e r w o u l d be, t h a t we 

have t o l o o k a t t h e e n t i r e c o n t i n u u m , i f t h e 

s u p p o r t i s n e c e s s a r y . I t d o e s n ' t n e g a t e t h a t we 

have t h a t t e l l us home- and c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d 

s e r v i c e s c a n b e n e f i t p e o p l e , p e r h a p s , i n a more 

e f f i c i e n t way. I d o n ' t know i f we're a t a p l a c e , 

when y o u l o o k a t t h i s f u n d i n g as i t ' s p r o p o s e d , t o 

make t h a t c o m p a r a t i v e i n t e r m s o f where t h e d o l l a r s 

s h o u l d go when we're i n am e v e r - g r o w i n g n eed i n t h e 

c o n t i n u u m and what we need t o a d d r e s s . 

R E P . SAMUELSON: My u n d e r s t a n d i n g i s , a 

y e a r ago, t h e r e was a p r o j e c t i o n t h a t t h a t h u n d r e d 

s e v e n t y - e i g h t y m i l l i o n - d o l l a r t r a n s f e r w o u l d 

a c t u a l l y d e c r e a s e t h i s y e a r . So now, when we open 

up o u r b u d g e t s , we see i t i n c r e a s i n g by $7 1 

m i l l i o n . 

SECRET ARY DUKE: Y e a h . I d o n ' t have 

t h a t p a r t i c u l a r c hange w i t h me, b u t I ' d be happy t o 

l o o k i n t o i t and g e t b a c k t h r o u g h t h e c h a i r . 

R E P . SAMUELSON: B u t t h e p o i n t o f my 

q u e s t i o n i s , I wonder i f t h e r e a r e b e t t e r ways t o 

u t i l i z e t h a t $7 1 m i l l i o n . The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f r o m 

Monroe C o u n t y was t a l k i n g a b o u t f l a t f u n d i n g i n t h e 

A A A s . W e l l , i f t h a t 71 m i l l i o n went t o t h e AAAs, 



t h a t w o u l d be a s i g n i f i c a n t i n c r e a s e , 20, 30 

p e r c e n t f o r A A A s . Or i f t h a t money went t o home-

and c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d s e r v i c e s , as i t had i n t h e p a s t 

d e c a d e , maybe t h a t w o u l d be a way t o k e e p -- h e l p 

p e o p l e s t a y i n t h e i r homes i n s t e a d o f n u r s i n g 

homes. 

SECRETARY DUKE: Y e a h . I t h a n k y o u f o r 

y o u r comment on t h a t . You know, as we l o o k a t 

r e b a l a n c i n g d i s c u s s i o n o f home- and c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d 

s e r v i c e s v e r s u s n u r s i n g home c a r e , i t ' s b e e n an 

" u s " v e r s u s " t h e m " d i a l o g u e f o r a l o n g p e r i o d o f 

t i m e . And I d o n ' t t h i n k i t ' s g o t t e n us v e r y f a r i n 

t e r m s o f where we need t o do -- we need t o do t o 

l o o k a t t h e c a r e t h a t ' s b e i ng p r o v i d e d . 

And I t h i n k t h a t s e c o n d s t r a t e g i c 

d i r e c t i o n I'm s u g g e s t i n g f o r o u r n e x t f o u r y e a r s i s 

r i g h t c a r e , r i g h t t i m e , r i g h t i n t e n s i t y , i n c l u s i v e 

o f t h e e n t i r e c o n t i n u u m . I t h i n k t h a t may g e t us 

c l o s e r t o where we need t o b e . 

B u t I t h a n k you f o r y o u r comments a b o u t 

t h e b u d g e t . 

REP. SAMUELSON: Thank y o u . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank y o u . 

R e p . Mauree G i n g r i c h . 



REP. GINGRICH: Thank y o u , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

Thank y o u , M r . S e c r e t a r y and team, f o r 

b e i ng h e r e . 

I do want t o s a y t h a t t h e p e o p l e o f t h e 

Commonwealth r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e y o u r a c c e s s i b i l i t y , 

as w e l l . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . 

RE P . GINGRICH: And y o u r open d o o r f o r 

q u e s t i o n s and a s s i s t a n c e a c r o s s t h e s t a t e . We 

r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 

We a r e c h a l l e n g e d , I g u e s s I w o u l d s a y , 

w i t h s e r v i n g a g r o w i n g number o f o l d e r 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s , b u t a t t h e same t i m e we're b l e s s e d 

w i t h some r e a l l y good p r o g r a m s , and, o f c o u r s e , o u r 

c h a l l e n g e i s t o m a i n t a i n , s u s t a i n , and, h o p e f u l l y , 

c o n t i n u e t o f u n d t h e m . 

We u t i l i z e a number o f w a i v e r s when we 

l o o k a t t h e home- and -- we l o o k a t t h e c o n s t a n t 

r e b a l a n c i n g e f f o r t t h a t we're a l l c o m m i t t e d t o . 

C e r t a i n l y , t h e home- and c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d f a c t o r 

b e i n g one o f them, and a p r i m a r y , a t t i m e s . 

How many w a i v e r s -- j u s t e d u c a t e o u r 

c o m m i t t e e and t h e p e o p l e w a t c h i n g us t o d a y , how 

many w a i v e r s do we use i n t h e home- and c o m m u n i t y -



b a s e d s e r v i c e a r e n a ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: T h e r e a r e s e v e r a l 

w a i v e r s , a b o u t f o u r o r f i v e . We have t h e a g i n g 

w a i v e r , w h i c h i s t h a t w h i c h s e r v e s p e r s o n s o v e r t h e 

age o f s i x t y . We have t h e A c t 150 w a i v e r p r o g r a m . 

We have t h e a t t e n d a n t c a r e w a i v e r t h a t s e r v e s b o t h 

u n d e r and o v e r s i x t y . We have t h e Commcare w a i v e r , 

w h i c h s e r v e s p e r s o n s w i t h b r a i n i n j u r y , t r a u m a t i c 

b r a i n i n j u r y . We have t h e i n d e p e n d e n c e w a i v e r and 

t h e OBRA w a i v e r . So we have o n e , t w o , t h r e e , f o u r , 

— s i x . 

R E P . GINGRICH: S i x o f t h e m . Do you 

m i n d t a l k i n g a l i t t l e b i t a b o u t t h e a c u i t y l e v e l i n 

e a c h one? Or w o u l d you r a t h e r j u s t s u p p l y t h a t t o 

t h e c o m m i t t e e , so we a l l u n d e r s t a n d what t h o s e 

w a i v e r s do? 

SECRETARY DUKE: Why d o n ' t we s u p p l y 

t h a t t o t h e c o m m i t t e e by d e f i n i t i o n as t o what e a c h 

w a i v e r i s , t h e p o p u l a t i o n i t s e r v e s , maybe some 

c u r r e n t v o l u m e s o f who we're s e r v i n g , so you have 

an i d e a o f w h a t ' s b e i n g a d d r e s s e d . 

R E P . GINGRICH: T h a t w o u l d be h e l p f u l . 

And t h e n t h a t l e a d s me t o t h e 

d i s c u s s i o n on t h e way t h e c o s t f a c t o r s a r e 

d e t e r m i n e d . I know o r i g i n a l l y i t was c a l c u l a t e d an 



i n d i v i d u a l a v e r a g e c o s t t h a t w o u l d n o t e x c e e d t h e 

M e d i c a i d payment i n a n u r s e home e n v i r o n m e n t . B u t 

t h e n , a t some p o i n t , c h a n g e d t o u s i n g an a g g r e g a t e 

a m o u n t . I s t h a t t h e way i t ' s c u r r e n t l y done now? 

Th a t was d o n e , I t h i n k , i n o r d e r t o e x p a n d t h e 

a v a i l a b i l i t y . A r e t h e y s t i l l d o i n g i t t h a t way? 

And i s i t t i m e t o t a k e a l o o k a t t h a t ? 

D a v i d , i f you want t o a n s w e r t h a t 

q u e s t i o n . 

MR. GINGRICH: I t ' s c u r r e n t l y a l l 

t h e w a i v e r p r o g r a m s a r e l o o k e d a t as an a g g r e g a t e 

c o s t . So t h e c o s t , on a v e r a g e , w i t h i n t h e p r o g r a m 

c a n ' t e x c e e d t h e c o s t o f t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l s e t t i n g 

f o r w h i c h t h e i n d i v i d u a l w o u l d o t h e r w i s e be s e r v e d . 

As f a r as l o o k i n g a t c h a n g i n g t h a t , one 

o f t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s r e l a t e d t o t h e A f f o r d a b l e C a r e 

A c t i s m a i n t a i n i n g -- i f you have an a g g r e g a t e c o s t 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h i t , m a i n t a i n i n g t h a t l e v e l . You 

c a n ' t c o n v e r t i t t o an i n d i v i d u a l c o s t . 

R E P . GINGRICH: I know we're j u s t 

l o o k i n g f o r a way t o s e r v e t h e most p e o p l e and t o 

k e ep t h e most f r a i l i n d i v i d u a l s a t t h e l e v e l o f 

c a r e t h e y n e e d w h i l e c a r i n g f o r t h o s e t h a t we c a n 

i n home- and c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d . 

I have one o t h e r -- one o t h e r t h o u g h t 



t h a t i s a n o t h e r g r o w i n g p r o b l e m a t i c a r e a , and I 

want t o know what you see y o u r r o l e i n t h e e l d e r 

f i n a n c i a l a b u s e . We t a l k a b o u t e l d e r a b u s e a t a l l 

d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s , b u t I ' v e a c t u a l l y s e e n a number 

o f t h e s e c a s e s l o c a l l y , w h i c h b r i n g s i t t o my 

a t t e n t i o n v e r y a c u t e l y . O f t e n t i m e s , we see t h i s 

r e s u l t i n g d i r e c t l y w i t h i n f a m i l i e s . V e r y few g e t 

r e p o r t e d . You know t h a t ; I know t h a t . T h e r e ' s 

l o t s o f r e a s o n s f o r t h a t . T h e r e ' s i n t i m i d a t i o n 

f a c t o r s . T h e r e ' s "where am I g o i n g t o l i v e " 

f a c t o r s , "what w o u l d I do w i t h o u t t h e m " f a c t o r s . 

And a s i d e f r o m t h a t , t h e r e ' s a l l k i n d s 

o f scams g o i n g on t h a t a r e h a p p e n i n g o u t s i d e t h e 

f a m i l i e s t o o , w h i c h o u r c o m m u n i t i e s and f a c i l i t i e s 

w o r k i n g w i t h s e n i o r s a r e h a v i n g a v e r y d i f f i c u l t 

t i m e k e e p i n g up w i t h b e c a u s e t h a t comes t h r o u g h t h e 

m a i l . So t h e r e a r e a l l l e v e l s . 

How do you see y o u r r o l e ? T e l l me what 

y o u ' r e d o i n g . A r e you p a r t n e r i n g w i t h t h e AG's 

o f f i c e ? How c a n we h e l p w i t h t h a t ? B e c a u s e I do 

see t h a t g r o w i n g . 

SECRETARY DUKE: F i r s t , we t h a n k C h a i r s 

H e n n e s s e y and C u r r y and y o u r s e l f and a l l members o f 

t h e c o m m i t t e e f o r most r e c e n t l y h a v i n g two h e a r i n g s 

l o o k i n g i n t o t h i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t i s s u e o f e l d e r 



a b u s e , and i n p a r t i c u l a r , d u r i n g t h o s e h e a r i n g s , we 

d i s c u s s e d t h e g r o w i n g c a s e s o f f i n a n c i a l 

e x p l o i t a t i o n , as y o u ' v e i n d i c a t e d . So i t i s an 

a r e a o f c o n c e r n t h a t we have t h r o u g h o u r p r o t e c t i v e 

s e r v i c e s d i v i s i o n o f t h e d e p a r t m e n t . I t ' s an a r e a 

t h a t we're t r y i ng t o l oo k i n t o what we ca n do t o 

e n h a n c e s k i l l s e t s a t t h e l o c a l c o m m u n i t y . We c a n 

a d d r e s s i t i n s e v e r a l d i f f e r e n t w a y s . 

W e ' r e , r i g h t now, u n d e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n 

o f a r e w r i t e o f t h e O l d e r A d u l t s P r o t e c t i v e 

S e r v i c e s A c t . I c a n ' t d e f i n i t i v e l y say what w i l l 

be i n t h e r e w r i t e o r n o t , b u t one o f t h e a r e a s 

we're a c t u a l l y l o o k i n g a t , as we t h i n k a b o u t i t , i s 

f i n a n c i a l e x p l o i t a t i o n and do we have t o l o o k a t 

r e v i s i n g some o f t h e l a n g u a g e and r e q u i r e m e n t s o f 

t h a t s t a t u t e as t o what w o u l d be n e c e s s a r y t o 

a d d r e s s t h e i s s u e . 

We're a l s o l o o k i n g a t how p r o t e c t i v e 

s e r v i c e s -- we m o n i t o r o u r p r o t e c t i v e s e r v i c e s v e r y 

c l o s e l y , as t h e y ' r e p r o v i d e d by o u r f i f t y - t w o A r e a 

A g e n c i e s on A g i n g a c r o s s t h e C ommonwealth. We a l s o 

want t o w o r k , as we do t h o s e r e v i e w s , w i t h t h e A r e a 

A g e n c i e s t o d e t e r m i n e what may be n e e d e d a t t h e 

l o c a l l e v e l i n t e r m s o f t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e o r 

r e s o u r c e s t o h e l p i n t h i s r e g a r d . 



R E P . GINGRICH: W e l l , I a p p r e c i a t e 

t h a t , and I t h i n k we a l l r e c o g n i z e as a k e y n e e d as 

we move f o r w a r d on t h e p r o t e c t i v e s e r v i c e s . 

Thank you a l l f o r t e s t i f y i n g . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank y o u . 

R e p . Ron W a t e r s . 

R E P . WATERS: Thank y o u so much. Thank 

y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

Thank y o u , S e c r e t a r y , f o r b e i n g h e r e 

t o d a y t o t e s t i f y b e f o r e u s . 

I w a n t e d t o -- l e t me s e e , I g u e s s I ' l l 

s t a r t w i t h t h i s one f i r s t . L e g i s l a t i v e i n i t i a t i v e s 

t h a t members h a v e , i d e a s t h a t members h a v e , t h a t 

w o u l d r e l a t e t o y o u r d e p a r t m e n t , how o f t e n do y ou 

l o o k t o see w h a t ' s -- w h a t ' s b e i n g p r o p o s e d r i g h t 

now and maybe w e i g h i n on i f you f a v o r o r t h i n k 

t h a t t h i s w o u l d h e l p i n any way t o p r o v i d e b e t t e r 

s e r v i c e s t o t h e s e n i o r p o p u l a t i o n ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I n my a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

s t r u c t u r e i s a d i r e c t o r o f l e g i s l a t i v e a f f a i r s , 

l e g i s l a t i v e o f f i c e , and t h a t o f f i c e i s c o n t i n u a l l y 

m o n i t o r i n g a l l p i e c e s o f l e g i s l a t i o n as i t r e l a t e s 

t o o l d e r P e n n s y l v a n i a n s , p e r s o n s l i v i n g w i t h 

d i s a b i l i t i e s . And t h e n we a l s o a r e c o g n i z a n t o f 



t h e c o m m i t t e e s , b o t h i n t h e House and t h e S e n a t e , 

and t h e a c t i o n o f l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t may be p r o p o s e d , 

w h a t ' s g o i n g on t h e f l o o r d e b a t e d and what has 

e v e n t u a l l y p a s s e d . 

So we're c o n s t a n t l y m o n i t o r i n g t h o s e , 

and t h e n we o f f e r o u r comment as i n v i t e d , and a l s o 

o f f e r comment i f we b e l i e v e t h e r e ' s a n e e d t o 

comment on a p a r t i c u l a r s e r v i c e as i t r e l a t e s t o 

t h e s c o p e o f s e r v i c e s we p r o v i d e . 

R E P . WATERS: O k a y . So I'm happy t o 

h e a r t h a t . 

I s e r v e on -- I d o n ' t s e r v e on A g i n g 

and O l d e r A d u l t s as I once d i d , b u t I do s e r v e -¬

i n my l e g i s l a t i v e a r e a , I have a l o t o f s e n i o r 

c i t i z e n s who l i v e t h e r e , and I 'm a l w a y s c o n c e r n e d 

a b o u t what i s g o i n g o n , t o make s u r e t h a t t h e y ' r e 

g e t t i n g t h e s e r v i c e s t h a t t h e y n e e d . 

And I ' v e had a c h a n c e -- my m o t h e r , who 

i s e i g h t y - t w o y e a r s o l d , h a d f a l l e n i l l , and she 

had t o have some s u r g e r y . And as a r e s u l t o f t h a t , 

she h a d t o go i n t o a n u r s i n g home f o r 

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . And she was g e t t i n g w e l l enough t o 

go home, t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f A g i n g had g i v e n h e r a 

home c a r e a s s i s t a n t who was c o m i n g o u t . 

And my s i s t e r was i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e 



i n t e r v i e w p r o c e s s t h a t was t a k i n g p l a c e , b u t 

q u e s t i o n s were b e i n g a s k e d o f t h i s home c a r e 

p e r s o n n e l , and i t seemed l i k e t h e y were v e r y vague 

on t h e i r r e s p o n s e s . One o f t h e c o n c e r n s t h a t I had 

was t h e paydown -- o r what do you c a l l i t , 

spenddown p r o g r a m , t h a t my m o t h e r w a s n ' t aware o f 

t h a t and n e i t h e r was my s i s t e r c l e a r on how t h a t 

was g o i n g t o a f f e c t my m o t h e r and h e r home and 

p r o p e r t y . 

How e d u c a t e d a r e t h e p e o p l e who come 

o u t t h a t ' s s u p p o s e d t o be a b l e t o e x p l a i n how t h i s 

i s g o i n g t o i m p a c t ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I w o u l d hope t h a t i f 

i t was a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e A r e a A g e n c y On A g i n g 

i n t h e Commonwealth, t h a t t h e y were w e l l i n f o r m e d 

o f what n e e d e d t o be c o m m u n i c a t e d t o y o u r m o t h e r 

and t h e f a m i l y i n t e r m s o f e l i g i b l e c r i t e r i a . I f 

you were l o o k i n g t o w a r d a n u r s i n g home a d m i s s i o n , 

t h e y may have s p e n t -- t a l k e d t o you a b o u t t h e 

spenddown r e q u i r e m e n t s i n o r d e r t o be e l i g i b l e f o r 

m e d i c a l a s s i s t a n c e . I'm g u e s s i n g t h e r e b e c a u s e I'm 

n o t as i n t i m a t e l y i n v o l v e d i n t h e c a s e as you and 

y o u r f a m i l y a r e . 

And i f y o u ' r e f i n d i n g t h a t t h a t ' s n o t 

t h e c a s e , t h e n t h a t ' s s o m e t h i n g t h a t n e e d s t o be 



b r o u g h t t o o u r a t t e n t i o n so we c a n f o l l o w up w i t h 

t h e A r e a A g e n c y on A g i n g i n t h e r e g i o n t h a t ' s 

a p p l i c a b l e . 

R E P . WATERS: Thank you f o r t h a t . 

One o t h e r q u e s t i o n I want t o a s k y o u , 

d e a l i n g w i t h l e g i s l a t i o n . I -- e a r l i e r , one o f t h e 

g e n t l e m e n , one o f t h e members a s k e d a q u e s t i o n 

a b o u t n u r s i n g homes. And t h e y h a d -- I 'm s u r e 

y o u ' v e h e a r d i t , l i k e a l l o f us have h e a r d o f 

p a t i e n t c a r e , e i t h e r g o o d o r b a d . Many t i m e s , when 

you h e a r s o m e t h i n g b a d , t h a t seems t o a u t o m a t i c a l l y 

r i s e t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f e v e r y o n e . 

When you h e a r o f p r o b l e m s , l i k e 

b e d s o r e s o r o t h e r t y p e s o f a b u s e s t h a t a r e b e i n g 

made o r c l a i med t h a t a r e b e i ng made -- and I know 

t h a t t h e r e ' s no way f o r a p e r s o n t o be e v e r y w h e r e 

e v e r y t i m e t o see how -- o r t h e i n s p e c t i o n s m i g h t 

n o t e v e n be a b l e t o p i c k up t h a t t h i s i s v a l i d o r 

n o t . 

We have a l e g i s l a t i v e i d e a t h a t was 

i n t r o d u c e d . House B i l l 1144, w h i c h some s t a t e s have 

i m p l e m e n t e d a c a m e r a i n s i d e o f n u r s i n g homes, p a i d 

f o r by t h e f a m i l y , where t h e -- i t w o u l d be a l w a y s 

r u n n i n g , t h e v i d e o a l w a y s r u n n i n g , p a i d f o r by t h e 

f a m i l y , t h a t w o u l d h o p e f u l l y e n s u r e t h a t t h e 



p a t i e n t i s g e t t i n g t h e b e s t c a r e p o s s i b l e . 

Have y o u had a c h a n c e t o l o o k a t t h a t 

l e g i s l a t i on? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I have n o t , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , b u t t h a n k y o u f o r c a l l i n g i t t o my 

a t t e n t i o n . 

REP. WATERS: Okay. 

Some s t a t e s have done i t . O f f t h e t o p 

of y o u r h e a d , I know you h a v e n ' t had a c h a n c e t o 

l o o k a t i t , b u t i f f a m i l y members a r e w i l l i n g t o 

pay f o r t h e use o f a camera t o be p l a c e d i n s i d e o f 

a home -- I mean, i n s i d e o f t h e n u r s i n g home, t h a t 

i s d i r e c t l y f o c u s e d on t h e i r l o v e d one, do you see 

where t h a t w o u l d be a p r o b l e m ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I d o n ' t -- I d o n ' t 

want t o comment on i t u n t i l I l o o k a t t h e 

l e g i s l a t i on and w h a t ' s n e c e s s a r y . I -- i n my h e a d 

r i g h t now a r e p r o s and c o n s , b u t I d o n ' t want t o 

comment on i t w i t h o u t l o o k i n g a t t h e l e g i s l a t i o n t o 

s e e . 

I do want t o a s s u r e t h e c i t i z e n s o f t h e 

Commonwealth and y o u r s e l f , t h o u g h , t h a t i f t h e r e ' s 

any c o n c e r n a f a m i l y has t h e c a r e t h a t ' s b e i n g 

d e l i v e r e d i n a n u r s i n g home, t h e y s h o u l d f i r s t s e ek 

o u t t h e ombudsman. I f t h e y t h i n k i t ' s a c a s e o f 



a b u s e , t h e y s h o u l d c o n t a c t p r o t e c t i v e s e r v i c e s 

b e c a u s e i t ' s a v a i l a b l e t o p r o t e c t a l l o u r 

c i t i z e n s . And s o , f i r s t t h i n g , when you m e n t i o n e d 

b e d s o r e s and o t h e r i s s u e s , t h e y ' r e t h e t h i n g s we 

want t o h e a r a b o u t , and we c a n e i t h e r u se o u r 

ombudsman o r p r o t e c t i v e s e r v i c e s t o r e s p o n d . 

And a l s o , t h e n , we, i n t u r n -- l e t ' s 

s a y i t was a p r o t e c t i v e s e r v i c e s c a s e , i f we go i n 

and f i n d n e e d , we do s h a r e w i t h o t h e r d e p a r t m e n t s 

o f s t a t e . We w o u l d s h a r e w i t h t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f 

H e a l t h , s i n c e t h e y do t h e l i c e n s u r e o f t h e n u r s i n g 

home, and t h e y , i n t u r n , w o u l d keep t h a t i n m i n d 

when t h e y go b a c k -- when t h e y go i n t o r e s p o n d . 

R E P . WATERS: And y o u r s t u d i e s w i t h 

y o u r ombudsman o r w h o e v e r does i n s p e c t i o n s , how 

many -- how o f t e n do you c l o s e down n u r s i n g homes? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I d o n ' t t h i n k I have a 

s t a t i s t i c w i t h me, b u t I 'm happy t o s h a r e t h r o u g h 

t h e c h a i r t h e c l o s u r e r a t e o f n u r s i n g homes as i t 

may r e l a t e t o c a r e i s s u e s . I c o u l d do t h a t , f i n d 

o u t t h a t number t h r o u g h -- i n c o n c e r t w i t h t h e 

D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h . 

R E P . WATERS: O k a y . Thank y o u . 

Thank you v e r y much. 

Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 



SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank y o u . 

R e p . G o r d o n D e n l i n g e r . 

R E P . DENLINGER: Thank y o u , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

Good a f t e r n o o n . 

One o f t h e s m a l l e r l i n e s on y o u r b u d g e t 

r e l a t e s t o A l z h e i m e r ' s o u t r e a c h , and I j u s t w a n t e d 

t o t o u c h on t h a t b r i e f l y, i f we c a n . Two h u n d r e d 

f i f t y t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s i n t h e b u d g e t . A new p e r s o n 

i s d i a g n o s e d e v e r y s e v e n t y s e c o n d s w i t h 

A l z h e i m e r ' s , and t h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n e s t i m a t e s we 

have 280,000 p e o p l e i n PA l i v i n g w i t h A l z h e i m e r ' s . 

I t seems l i k e a f a i r l y modest b u d g e t . 

C o u l d you s h a r e w i t h us how y o u ' r e 

u t i l i z i n g t h a t and i t s e f f e c t i v e n e s s i n r e a c h i n g 

t h e c o m m u n i t y ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: We u t i l i z e t h a t b u d g e t 

i n c o n c e r t w i t h t h e A l z h e i m e r ' s A s s o c i a t i o n s i n 

PA. T h e r e a r e two m a i n c h a p t e r s . T h e r e ' s t h e 

s o u t h e a s t c h a p t e r , D e l a w a r e V a l l e y c h a p t e r , and 

t h e n t h e PA c h a p t e r . And we use i t w i t h them i n 

t e r m s o f o u t r e a c h , m a i n l y i n t e r a c t i n g w i t h f a m i l i e s 

and t h o s e i n n e e d who a r e l i v i n g w i t h t h i s d i s e a s e , 

A l z h e i m e r ' s d i s e a s e o r r e l a t e d d e m e n t i a s . And 



t h a t ' s how we do i t . 

I t ' s a v e r y i m p o r t a n t i s s u e . And t h e 

g r o w i n g s t a t i s t i c s y o u ' v e n o t e d a r e n o t e d by me 

s c i e n t i f i c a l l y , and t h e y ' r e n o t e d by me p e r s o n a l l y , 

h a v i n g -- t h e son o f my m o t h e r , who l i v e d w i t h 

A l z h e i m e r ' s d i s e a s e u n t i l h e r d e a t h f r o m t h a t 

d i s e a s e . And so i t i s a p e r s o n a l i s s u e a l s o f o r 

me, so know t h a t . 

And we, a t t h e d e p a r t m e n t , w i l l be 

i n t e g r a t i n g A l z h e i m e r ' s i n t o o u r s t r a t e g i c p l a n . 

L o o k i n g f o r w a r d o v e r t h e n e x t f o u r y e a r s , w e ' l l be 

w o r k i n g w i t h t h e two A l z h e i m e r ' s c h a p t e r s as t h e y 

b e g i n t o l o o k a t t h e p o s s i b l e p r e p a r a t i o n o f a 

s t a t e p l a n on A l z h e i m e r ' s , t h a t w i l l l o o k a t t h e 

d i s e a s e and w h a t ' s n e c e s s a r y . 

I ' v e h a d t h e h o n o r and p r i v i l e g e o f 

v i s i t i n g p e o p l e s u c h as D r s . J o h n T r o j a n o w s k i and 

V i r g i n i a L e e , a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f P e n n s y l v a n i a , 

who a r e , p r o b a b l y , n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s i n s e e k i n g t o 

f i n d t h e c a u s e a n d / o r c u r e f o r t h i s d e v a s t a t i n g 

d i s e a s e . And we know, i n PA, we're b l e s s e d w i t h 

many o t h e r l e a d e r s and e x p e r t s , and, h o p e f u l l y , t h e 

n e x t f o u r y e a r s w i l l a f f o r d us an o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

b r i n g t h e r i g h t p e o p l e t o g e t h e r a r o u n d t h e t a b l e 

and t a l k a b o u t what we n e e d t o a d d r e s s A l z h e i m e r ' s , 



b o t h i n t e r m s o f a c u r e and a l s o i n t e r m s o f c a r e . 

REP. DENLINGER: V e r y g o od. 

And t h e , s o r t o f a r e l a t e d q u e s t i o n , 

n o t d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d . The home- and c o m m u n i t y -

b a s e d w a i v e r s e r v i c e s , I 'm g o i n g t o presume t h a t 

p e r h a p s , a t t h e f r o n t end o f A l z h e i m e r ' s t r e a t m e n t , 

t h a t most s e r v i c e s a r e p r o v i d e d t h r o u g h t h a t 

n e t w o r k . Would t h a t be -¬

SECRETARY DUKE: W e l l , f o r t h o s e who 

w o u l d be e l i g i b l e , r i g h t ? So t h o s e who a r e 

e l i g i b l e f o r m e d i c a l a s s i s t a n c e w o u l d be c a r e d f o r 

t h r o u g h t h e w a i v e r p r o g r a m . R i g h t . So t h e a g i n g 

w a i v e r p r o g r a m may be a f r o n t d o o r f o r t h o s e t h a t 

a r e l a t e - s t a g e , e a r l y - t o m i d - s t a g e A l z h e i m e r ' s . 

I 'm n o t a c l i n i c i a n , so I c a n ' t d i a g n o s e when 

somebody may a c t u a l l y go -- a c c e s s f o r m a l 

s e r v i c e s . B u t t h o s e in-home s e r v i c e s may be -¬

community and in-home s e r v i c e s w o u l d p r o b a b l y be a 

f i r s t p o i n t o f c o n t a c t . 

R E P . DENLINGER: V e r y g o o d . 

I 'm j u s t w o n d e r i n g , how do y o u , i n t h e 

D e p a r t m e n t o f A g i n g , m o n i t o r t h a t n e t w o r k t o make 

s u r e t h a t , i n f a c t , t h e s e t a x p a y e r - p r o v i d e d 

s e r v i c e s a r e a c t u a l l y o c c u r r i n g ? What's t h e 

m o n i t o r i n g s y s t e m ? 



SECRETARY DUKE: I t h i n k t h r o u g h r e v i e w 

o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l s e r v i c e p l a n s t h a t a r e c r e a t e d 

b e f o r e t h e y ' r e a c t u a l l y i m p l e m e n t e d , I t h i n k t h a t ' s 

one k e y way o f r e v i e w i n g . I t h i n k t h e m o n i t o r i n g 

v i s i t s t h a t we mandate, as l o n g as s e r v i c e s a r e 

b e i n g p r o v i d e d , I t h i n k t h a t a l s o h e l p s us make 

s u r e t h a t t h e s e r v i c e s a r e b e i n g p r o v i d e d . I t h i n k 

o u r p r o v i d e r m o n i t o r i n g a l s o h e l p s us t o d e t e r m i n e 

w h a t ' s b e i n g p r o v i d e d f r o m t h e p r o v i d e r ' s s i d e . 

So, I t h i n k , by l o o k i n g a t i t f r o m t h e 

c a r e r e c i p i e n t ' s s i d e and t h e p r o v i d e r ' s s i d e , we 

a r e , i n f a c t , m o n i t o r i n g and a l w a y s l o o k i n g t o 

i m p r o v e o u r m o n i t o r i n g . 

R E P . DENLINGER: V e r y g o o d . W e l l , i t 

so u n d s l i k e you have a s y s t e m i n p l a c e t h a t w o r k s 

v e r y w e l l . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . Thank y o u , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

R E P . DENLINGER: Thank y o u , 

Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank y o u . 

R e p . B r i a n E l l i s . 

R E P . E L L I S: Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

And, M r . S e c r e t a r y , j u s t t o k i n d o f 

f o l l o w up on what R e p . D e n l i n g e r was s u g g e s t i n g 



a b o u t A l z h e i m e r ' s , o b v i o u s l y , t h e number o f c a s e s 

i s a g r o w i n g c o n c e r n f o r a l l o f u s . And w h e n e v e r 

we t a l k a b o u t t h e A l z h e i m e r ' s p a t i e n t , we a l s o have 

t o t a l k a b o u t t h e c a r e g i v e r s . 

B u t one o f t h e a r e a s t h a t -- and I'm 

n o t e v e n s u r e a h u n d r e d p e r c e n t t h a t i t w o u l d f a l l 

u n d e r y o u r p u r v i e w , b u t w h e n e v e r t h e y ' r e d i a g n o s e d 

a t a y o u n g e r a g e , how a r e you p r e p a r e d t o d e a l w i t h 

t h a t g r o w i n g t r e n d a c r o s s t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , where 

f o l k s a r e g e t t i n g d i a g n o s e d w e l l b e f o r e t h e y ' r e 

s i x t y y e a r s o l d ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: Y e a h . I t i s a t r e n d . 

And I t h i n k , r i g h t now, i t w o u l d n ' t f a l l u n d e r o u r 

p u r v i e w o f t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f A g i n g , t h o u g h we w o u l d 

s h a r e t h a t c o n c e r n o f t h o s e p e r s o n s maybe i n t h e i r 

f i f t i e s o r s o m e t i m e s e v e n as e a r l y as t h i r t i e s o r 

l a t e f o r t i e s b e i n g d i a g n o s e d w i t h A l z h e i m e r ' s 

d i s e a s e . 

R E P . E L L I S: W i l l you be w o r k i n g w i t h 

DPW and any k i n d o f -- some p r o g r a m t h a t w o u l d work 

t o g e t h e r i n t h a t c a p a c i t y ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: You've i n t r o d u c e d a 

t o p i c t h a t I hope i n t h e p l a n n i n g d i s c u s s i o n s t h a t 

we have t h a t I j u s t r e f e r e n c e d w i t h R e p . D e n l i n g e r 

t h a t we do a d d r e s s how we s e r v e a l l p e r s o n s l i v i n g 



w i t h A l z h e i m e r ' s d i s e a s e . 

R E P . E L L I S: And t h e n my f i n a l q u e s t i o n 

on t h a t i s , and I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t , i s do you 

have -- you k n o w , d e p e n d i n g on what s t a t i s t i c you 

h e a r , we d o n ' t -- w h a t ' s t h e a c t u a l number? Do you 

have any way o f t r a c k i n g t h e a c t u a l number o f f o l k s 

t h a t we b e l i e v e t o be d i a g n o s e d w i t h A l z h e i m e r ' s ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: You know, r i g h t now, 

o u r i n t a k e s y s t e m d o e s n ' t mandate t h a t we use a 

ICD-9 c o d e , o r a d i a g n o s t i c c o d e , t o d e t e r m i n e any 

p a r t i c u l a r d i a g n o s i s i n t e r m s o f t h a t . I t may be 

n o t e d i n t h e a s s e s s m e n t and c a r e p l a n t h a t t h e 

p e r s o n ' s l i v i n g w i t h t h e A l z h e i m e r ' s d i s e a s e . 

Soon, i n r e s p o n s e t o CMS m a n d a t e s , we 

w i l l be u s i n g I CD-9 c o d e s , and, p e r h a p s , e v e n t u a l l y 

t h a t w i l l l e a d t o more a c c u r a t e a c c o u n t i n g o f t h e 

number o f p e r s o n s we're s e r v i n g who l i v e w i t h 

A l z h e i m e r ' s d i s e a s e o r r e l a t e d d e m e n t i a . So i t ' s a 

h o p e d f o r . 

R E P . E L L I S: So maybe i n y e a r s t o come 

we c a n s i t down and ask you s p e c i f i c a l l y -¬

SECRETARY DUKE: Of t h e p o p u l a t i o n we 

s e r v e , r i g h t . We c a n g i v e a g u e s s t i m a t e now, b u t 

we c a n ' t r e f i n e i t t o an a c t u a l -¬

R E P . E L L I S: And what i s y o u r 



g u e s s t i m a t e t h i s y e a r ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I d o n ' t know -- I 

d o n ' t have t h e g u e s s t i m a t e w i t h me. I t ' s c e r t a i n l y 

one -- I c a n t r y t o g u e s s t i m a t e what p e r c e n t a g e o f 

o u r p o p u l a t i o n -¬

R E P . E L L I S: W e l l , I g u e s s , t h e numbers 

t h a t most o f us h e a r a r e b e t w e e n 270,000 and 

400,000 P e n n s y l v a n i a n s . 

SECRET ARY DUKE: A r e -- a t any one 

t i m e ? 

R E P . E L L I S: Yeah, a t any g i v e n t i m e , 

w h e t h e r i t be A l z h e i m e r ' s o r some f o r m o f d e m e n t i a 

so -¬

SECRETARY DUKE: R i g h t . O k a y . Thank 

y o u . 

R E P . E L L I S: Thank you v e r y much, 

Mr . S e c r e t a r y . 

SECRETARY DUKE: T h a n k s . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank y o u . 

R e p . S c o t t P e t r i . 

R E P . P E T R I : Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

And t h a n k y o u , M r . S e c r e t a r y , f o r b e i n g 

h e r e . 

SECRETARY DUKE: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , good 



t o be h e r e . 

R E P . P E T R I : I'm g o i n g t o ask a c o u p l e 

q u e s t i o n s t h a t R e p . W a t s o n and I a l w a y s f o c u s o n . 

S h e ' l l be t h e a n g e l s i t t i n g on my s h o u l d e r , and on 

t h e o t h e r s h o u l d e r , w e l l , you know, t h a t ' s j u s t 

me . 

The AAA, you m e n t i o n e d t h a t t h e r e ' s a 

new a g r e e m e n t . Can you t e l l us a l i t t l e b i t more 

w h a t ' s t h e p u r p o s e s o f t h i s new a g r e e m e n t and what 

a r e we h o p i n g t o a c c o m p l i s h ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: So CMS c o n d u c t e d an 

a u d i t , I t h i n k a b o u t t h r e e y e a r s ago, and d u r i n g 

t h a t a u d i t , t h e y w a n t e d t o see a more d e f i n e d 

a p p r o a c h t o a s i n g l e p a y e r a u t h o r i t y t h a t e x i s t s 

w i t h m e d i c a l a s s i s t a n c e . And t h e y a l s o w a n t e d t o 

see t h a t t h e s t a t e h a d a u t h o r i t y o v e r t h e p r o v i s i o n 

o f s e r v i c e s i n home- and c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d s e r v i c e s . 

And one way t o do t h a t was t o make s u r e t h a t we 

e x e c u t e d c l e a r l y w o r d e d a g r e e m e n t s b e f o r e t h e T i t l e 

19 s e r v i c e s t h a t were p r o v i d e d were i n t e g r a t e d w i t h 

t h e O l d e r A m e r i c a n s A c t s e r v i c e s and o t h e r s e r v i c e s 

i n t o one a g r e e m e n t w i t h t h e A r e a A g e n c i e s on 

A g i n g . 

To make t h e d e f i n i t i o n s c l e a r e r , as 

r e q u e s t e d by CMS i n t h e i r a u d i t , we d e c i d e d t o have 



two s e p a r a t e a g r e e m e n t s . So one r e l a t e s t o t h e 

T i t l e 19 m e d i c a l a s s i s t a n c e s e r v i c e s , and a l l o t h e r 

s e r v i c e s r e s i d e i n t h e s e p a r a t e a g r e e m e n t w i t h t h e 

A r e a A g e n c i e s on A g i n g . B o t h o f t h o s e a g r e e m e n t s 

r u n on i d e n t i c a l t i m e f r a m e s . 

R E P . P E T R I : Now, d i d t h e 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e s e two s e p a r a t e a g r e e m e n t s 

change any o f t h e P e n n C a r e d o l l a r s t h a t w o u l d be 

a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e s e v a r i o u s c o u n t i e s t h a t a r e 

u n d e r f u n d e d ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I t d i d n ' t , a t t h i s 

t i m e . 

R E P . P E T R I : O k a y . I ' d l i k e t o see i f 

you c a n b r i n g us up t o d a t e w i t h t h e s t a t u s o f t h i s 

d i s c u s s i o n t h a t h a s b e e n , I know, r i d d l e d w i t h 

c o m p l i c a t i o n s o v e r t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e P e n n C a r e 

d o l l a r s . 

We have w i n n e r s and we have l o s e r s , and 

i f I r e c a l l t h e l a s t t i m e I saw, we had a b o u t e i g h t 

w i n n e r s , and w h a t e v e r t h e o t h e r number i s f o r t y -

t h r e e , i f you w i l l , l o s e r s . And some o f t h o s e 

numbers a r e p r e t t y s t a g g e r i n g on b o t h s i d e s o f t h e 

equ a t i o n . 

Y o u r p r e d e c e s s o r was w o r k i n g on t h i s 

t h r o u g h a t a s k f o r c e g r o u p , and I know you were a 



member. And c o r r e c t me i f I'm wrong on any o f t h e 

f a c t s as I k i n d o f l a y them o u t . I b e l i e v e t h a t 

t h e r e were many p e o p l e i n t h i s b u i l d i n g who were 

c o n c e r n e d t h a t t h e f u n d i n g f o r m u l a t h a t was 

e s t a b l i s h e d and u s e d i n t h e l a s t d e c a d e may n o t 

have p r o p e r l y w e i g h t e d , p a r t i c u l a r l y f a c t o r s s u c h 

as m i n o r i t y s t a t u s , p o v e r t y s t a t u s , and t h e n t h o s e 

o v e r a c e r t a i n a g e . The i d e a b e i n g t h a t s e n i o r s 

may have d i f f e r e n t n e e d s , b a s e d upon t h o s e k i n d o f 

f a c t o r s , and so t h a t w h i l e t h e y were w e i g h t e d i n 

t h a t f o r m u l a , i t w a s n ' t c l e a r t h a t t h e y were 

a p p r o p r i a t e l y w e i g h t e d a c r o s s t h e b o a r d . 

Does t h a t -- does t h a t s o u n d c o r r e c t ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I t d o e s , y e a h . The 

a l l o c a t i o n f o r m u l a n e e d e d work i n s e v e r a l e f f o r t s . 

One was t o make s u r e t h a t we were l o o k i n g a t t h e 

r i g h t f a c t o r s . O l d e r A m e r i c a n s A c t w o u l d t e l l us a 

l o t o f s e r v i c e s t h a t we p r o v i d e d f r o m o u r o r i g i n 

s h o u l d be f o r t h o s e i n g r e a t e s t e c o n o m i c and s o c i a l 

n e e d . B u t o u r e x p e r i e n c e a l s o t o l d us t h a t t h e age 

of who we s e r v e d s h i f t e d . R i g h t ? The a v e r a g e 

p e r s o n we're s e r v i n g r i g h t now w i t h a g i n g s e r v i c e s 

i s p r o b a b l y a widow who i s a b o u t e i g h t y t o e i g h t y -

f o u r y e a r s o l d , who's l i v i n g on h e r own, and 

p r o b a b l y d oes n o t n e e d m e d i c a l a s s i s t a n c e c r i t e r i a 



b u t p r o b a b l y i s n ' t e x a c t l y c o n s i d e r e d m i d d l e income 

o r w e a l t h y , e i t h e r . So t h e y ' r e p r o b a b l y b o r d e r i n g 

on t h e n e e d f o r m e d i c a l a s s i s t a n c e . 

And s o , when we l o o k e d a t t h e f o r m u l a 

a l s o , when we c o n s i d e r e d t h e age c a t e g o r i e s , we had 

d i s c u s s i o n s a b o u t w h e t h e r we s h o u l d s h i f t so t h e r e 

w a s n ' t j u s t age s i x t y y e a r s o r s i x t y - f i v e and 

o l d e r , maybe we n e e d e d t o l o o k a t a number t h a t was 

c l o s e r t o t h e age g r o u p we were s e r v i n g . 

B u t y o u r c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n o f t h e n e e d 

t o l o o k a t t h e p e r c e n t a g e s and w e i g h t s as i t 

a p p l i e d t o t h e c r i t e r i a o f m i n o r i t y , r u r a l , and 

p o v e r t y a r e a l l ones t h a t we s t i l l m a i n t a i n n e e d t o 

be t h e r e . 

R E P . P E T R I : And do I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t 

t h a t f o r m u l a a l l o c a t i o n r e a l l y h a s n o t , i n y o u r 

o p i n i o n , r e a c h e d i t s c o n c l u s i o n ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I t has n o t . And 

t h e -- b e c a u s e we n e e d t o do t h e h o l d h a r m l e s s , we 

n e e d t o a d d r e s s h o l d h a r m l e s s a t t h e same t i m e . I f 

you were t o j u s t m o d i f y t h e a l l o c a t i o n f o r m u l a as 

an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e t a s k and g e t i t done, t h e 

s o l u t i o n w o u l d be v e r y s h o r t t e r m . And i f you were 

t o a d d r e s s i t w i t h h o l d h a r m l e s s p r o v i s i o n , I 

b e l i e v e w e ' l l be a b l e t o a d d r e s s t h e i n e q u i t i e s 



t h a t h ave e x i s t e d . 

R E P . P E T R I : O k a y . So I ' v e been 

w o r k i n g on t h i s t o p i c f o r , I d o n ' t know, f i v e o r 

s i x y e a r s a t l e a s t , maybe l o n g e r . 

SECRETARY DUKE: I ' v e h e a r d . 

R E P . P E T R I : Yeah, I know you know. So 

t h e q u e s t i o n r e a l l y r e m a i n s , you know, when a r e we 

g o i n g t o g e t i t done and what do we have t o -- what 

a r e t h e s p e c i f i c s t e p s we have t o t a k e t o g e t i t 

a c c o m p l i s h e d ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: You know, I t h i n k we 

h a v e n ' t c o n d u c t e d t h a t p u s h r i g h t now b e c a u s e we 

l o o k a t t h e e c o n o m i c t i m e s we're i n and we s a y , i s 

i t t h e r i g h t t i m e t o p u s h f o r w a r d w i t h t h i s 

s o l u t i o n . You know, t h e number t h a t I s a i d we have 

t o r e w o r k was 24.8 m i l l i o n s p r e a d o v e r t h r e e y e a r s . 

I t ' s n o t a number, r i g h t now, I c a n l o o k a t w i t h 

c o m f o r t i n t h e c u r r e n t f i n a n c i a l t i m e s and s a y , 

w e l l , l e t ' s do i t . 

And I t h i n k w e ' l l be a b l e t o do i t , 

h o p e f u l l y , i n a n o t h e r y e a r o r two, p r o v i d i n g o u r 

f i n a n c i a l e n v i r o n m e n t g e t s b e t t e r . B u t t h a t ' s t h e 

b e s t I c a n e s t i m a t e a t i m e l i n e . 

R E P . P E T R I : Do I u n d e r s t a n d f r o m y o u r 

comment t h a t t h e r e a s o n you t h i n k we c a n ' t g e t i t 



done i s b e c a u s e what you w o u l d be s e e k i n g t o do i s 

add 24.8 m i l l i o n t o t h e f u n d i n g so t h a t t h o s e t h a t 

a r e o v e r f u n d e d w o u l d s t a y a t t h e i r l e v e l and t h e n 

e v e r y b o d y e l s e w o u l d move up ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: R i g h t . The o t h e r 

f a c t o r you have t o l o o k a t i s n o t o n l y t h a t c o s t , 

you a l s o have t o l o o k a t a c o s t t h a t h a s n ' t been 

d i s c u s s e d t o d a t e y e t i n t h i s d i a l o g u e , w h i c h i s 

t h e c o s t o f p r o v i d i n g t h e a c t u a l s e r v i c e s . So once 

you b r i n g someone t o e q u i t y , y o u ' r e n o t g u a r a n t e e d 

t h a t y o u ' r e w i p i n g o u t t h e i r e n t i r e w a i t i n g l i s t a t 

a p a r t i c u l a r A r e a A g e n c y on A g i n g . Or -- you s t i l l 

h a ve t h e c o s t o f t h o s e a d d e d s e r v i c e s . So t h e n you 

h ave t o s a y , c a n t h e Commonwealth, r i g h t now, l o o k 

f o r t h a t k i n d o f g r o w t h i n t h e s e r v i c e p r o v i s i o n ? 

R E P . P E T R I : L e t me p l a y d e v i l ' s 

a d v o c a t e . Why, i n y o u r o p i n i o n , i f we c o u l d come 

t o an a p p r o p r i a t e a l l o c a t i o n f o r m u l a , c o u l d n ' t we 

j u s t e v e n t h e s l a t e a t t h e moneys t h a t we have 

a v a i l a b l e as p r o p o s e d i n b u d g e t ? I n o t h e r w o r d s , 

248 mi l l i o n . 

SECRETARY DUKE: I t h i n k i f you l o o k 

a t -- t o do t h a t w i t h o u t a d d r e s s i n g t h e h o l d 

h a r m l e s s p r o v i s i o n , you won't e n a b l e t h e s y s t e m t o 

a d j u s t i t s e l f t o a d d r e s s c h a n g i n g d e m o g r a p h i c s 



g o i n g f o r w a r d , and y o u ' l l be i n t h e same p o s i t i o n 

y o u ' r e a t now. 

RE P . P E T R I : Y e a h . You w o u l d have t o 

a g r e e j u s t t o a d j u s t i t a t some o t h e r t i m e . 

SECRETARY DUKE: W e l l , y e a h , b u t b a s e d 

on -- y o u ' d want t o have a s y s t e m i n p l a c e t h a t 

a d j u s t e d t h e d e m o g r a p h i c s on a r e g u l a r l y s c h e d u l e d 

b a s i s o r a d j u s t e d t h e f u n d i n g a c c o r d i n g t o t h o s e 

d e m o g r a p h i c s on a r e g u l a r l y s c h e d u l e d b a s i s . And 

you n e e d t o m o d i f y t h e h o l d h a r m l e s s p r o v i s i o n t o 

make s u r e t h a t ' s a p o s s i b i l i t y . The c u r r e n t h o l d 

h a r m l e s s p r o v i s i o n as i t e x i s t s won't a l l o w f o r 

t h a t . 

REP. P E T R I : W e l l , we c a n t a l k more o f f 

l i n e . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Would welcome t h a t . 

R E P . P E T R I : And I t h i n k we have t o -¬

I mean, a t t h i s p o i n t , I owe i t t o my c o u n t y -- and 

my c o u n t y ' s p r o b a b l y u n d e r w a t e r by $3 m i l l i o n , and 

t h a t ' s a l o t o f s e r v i c e s f o r s e n i o r s t h a t I'm s u r e 

t h o s e c o m m i s s i o n e r s w o u l d l i k e t o have a v a i l a b l e t o 

them and you w o u l d have l i k e d t o have h a d when you 

were t h e r e . 

SECRET ARY DUKE: I a g r e e t h a t t h e 

e q u i t y i s sue n e e d s t o be a d d r e s s e d . 



R E P . P E T R I : T h a n k s . 

SECRETARY DUKE: T h a n k s . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank y o u . 

I t ' s c u s t o m a r y t h a t when we have t h e 

c h a i r m e n o f t h e s t a n d i n g c o m m i t t e e p r e s e n t a t t h e s e 

h e a r i n g s we w i l l a l l o w them o p p o r t u n i t y t o make a 

b r i e f comment and a q u e s t i o n . 

So i t ' s c e r t a i n l y my p l e a s u r e t o have 

b o t h c h a i r m e n h e r e , and w e ' l l s t a r t w i t h t h e 

R e p u b l i c a n c h a i r , R e p . Tim H e n n e s s e y . 

R E P . HENNESSEY: Thank y o u , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

H i , S e c r e t a r y . 

F i r s t l e t me co mpl i m e n t y o u , y o u r 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , y o u r s t a f f i n t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f 

A g i n g . And a l s o l e t me s a l u t e t h e A A A s , as many o f 

o u r members have t a l k e d a b o u t t h e A A A s , i n my v i e w , 

do a yeoman's j o b i n t e r m s o f d e a l i n g w i t h o u r 

s e n i o r s and t h e i r c o n c e r n s a c r o s s t h e Commonwealth 

e a c h and e v e r y d a y . 

I t ' s b e e n a d i f f i c u l t t i m e i n t h e 

d e s e r t f o r t h e m , so t o s p e a k , b e c a u s e t h e y ' v e b e e n 

r e l a t i v e l y f l a t f u n d e d f o r a b o u t t e n y e a r s now, 

a n d , you know, a g a i n , I c o m p l i m e n t t h e m . I know 

we're t r y i n g t o do what we c a n . B u t t h e y do do a 



t r e m e n d o u s j o b f o r o u r s e n i o r s , and I t h i n k we n e e d 

t o r e c o g n i z e t h a t . 

One o f t h e i s s u e s t h a t c o n f r o n t s y o u , 

and y o u ' v e a d d r e s s e d i t a l i t t l e b i t , was t h e 

r e b a l a n c i n g o f o u r s e n i o r p o p u l a t i o n s who a r e 

r e c e i v i n g c a r e , and t h a t ' s , you know, c o n s i d e r i n g 

t h e p o p u l a t i o n who a r e r e c e i v i n g s e r v i c e s i n 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l s e t t i n g , i n a n u r s i n g home, and t h o s e 

who a r e r e c e i v i n g c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d c a r e o r home-

b a s e d c a r e . 

I n t h e l a s t t h r e e y e a r s , I t h i n k t h e 

s t a t i s t i c s show t h a t we've moved f r o m a 64 p e r c e n t 

p o r t i o n , s l i c e o f t h e p i e , so t o s p e a k , i n n u r s i n g 

homes down t o 58 p e r c e n t , and t h a t ' s a move i n t h e 

r i g h t d i r e c t i o n , b e c a u s e t h e a l t e r n a t i v e t y p e o f 

c a r e i s much l e s s e x p e n s i v e t h a n n u r s i n g home 

c a r e . And I know t h e r e ' s p r e s s u r e t o do e v e n more 

i n t e r m s o f m o v i n g -- you know, a l l o w i n g more and 

more o f o u r f u n d i n g t o go t o home- and c o m m u n i t y -

b a s e d s e r v i c e s . 

I t s eems t o me t h a t when we've 

a d d r e s s e d t h i s i n t h e p a s t , we r u n h e a d l o n g i n t o 

f e d e r a l r e g u l a t i o n s t h r o u g h CMS t h a t s a y you c a n ' t 

do t h a t . And I g u e s s what I am t r y i n g t o ask you 

i s , what e f f o r t s a r e u n d e r w a y t h r o u g h y o u r 



d e p a r t m e n t t o t r y t o g e t CMS t o c hange -- o r g e t 

c o n g r e s s t o change some o f t h o s e f e d e r a l 

r e g u l a t i o n s w h i c h r e a l l y g e t i n t h e way o f 

p r o v i d i n g a more e f f i c i e n t t y p e o f c a r e f o r o u r 

s e n i o r s , r a t h e r t h a n n u r s i n g home o r i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

c a r e ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I t h i n k i t ' s s o m e t h i n g 

we're a l w a y s c o g n i z a n t o f . Thank you f o r c i t i n g 

t h e numbers and t h a n k you f o r y o u r comments a b o u t 

t h e A r e a A g e n c i e s on A g i n g and t h e d e p a r t m e n t , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

And, you know, we l o o k a t 48,000 p e o p l e 

we're s e r v i n g i n n u r s i n g homes and a b o u t 40,0 00 

we're s e r v i n g i n home- and c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d s e r v i c e s 

r i g h t now, t h e y ' r e r e f l e c t i v e o f t h e p e r c e n t a g e 

t h a t you j u s t i n d i c a t e d . 

B u t as t o t h e c h a n g e s t h a t a r e 

n e c e s s a r y i n t e r m s o f n u r s i n g homes b e i n g an 

e n t i t l e m e n t , r i g h t , a s e r v i c e t h a t we're m a n d a t e d 

t o f u l f i l l , and what home- and c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d 

s e r v i c e s a r e , we n e e d t o l o o k a t t h e C e n t e r s f o r 

M e d i c a r e and M e d i c a i d r e g u l a t i o n s , as y o u ' v e 

i n d i c a t e d , and maybe recommend c h a n g e s t o t h e 

d e f i n i t i o n s o f s e r v i c e as t h e y e x i s t h e r e i n t h e 

C o mmonwealth. 



I t ' s s o m e t h i n g t h a t r e q u i r e s an i n t e n s e 

r e v i e w and e f f o r t t o know what t h e i m p a c t w o u l d be 

on s e r v i c e d e l i v e r y s y s t e m , b u t I t h a n k you f o r 

h i g h l i g h t i n g t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f i t . I t ' s -- we 

c a r e f u l l y m o n i t o r what t h e C e n t e r s f o r M e d i c a r e and 

M e d i c a i d a r e p r o m u l g a t i n g and what r u l e s we have t o 

f u l f i l l and w e ' l l c o n t i n u e t o m o n i t o r t h e m . 

RE P . HENNESSEY: O k a y . I g u e s s t h o s e , 

s p e c i f i c a l l y , do we have any p e r s o n o r p e r s o n s 

w i t h i n y o u r d e p a r t m e n t t h a t a r e t r y i n g t o t a k e 

t h a t , you know, as p a r t o f t h e i r e v e r y d a y e f f o r t s 

t o t r y t o f a s h i o n an a p p r o a c h t o CMS, t o t h e p e o p l e 

t h a t we n e e d t o d e a l w i t h i n c o n g r e s s t o t r y t o g e t 

t h e s e r e g u l a t i o n s c h a n g e d ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: I mean, i t f a l l s u n d e r 

t h e o f f i c e o f l e g i s l a t i v e a f f a i r s and t h e o f f i c e o f 

p o l i c y t h a t b o t h l o o k i n t o t h i s i s s u e and as f a r as 

how we a d d r e s s r e b a l a n c i n g m o v i n g f o r w a r d , 

c o g n i z a n t o f CMS's r e g u l a t i o n s and t h e s t a t e 

d e f i n i t i o n s as t h e y e x i s t i n o u r p l a n . 

R E P . HENNESSEY: O k a y . One o t h e r q u i c k 

q u e s t i o n . I r e a l i z e w e ' r e , you know, n i p p i n g a t 

t h e h e e l s o f a n o t h e r s c h e d u l e d p r e s e n t a t i o n t o t h e 

commi t t e e h e r e . 

The m e d i c a l a s s i s t a n c e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 



p r o g r a m , I d o n ' t know t h a t you d e a l w i t h t h a t 

d i r e c t l y , b u t I know t h a t you and I have s p o k e n 

a b o u t i t . I t b a s i c a l l y p r o v i d e s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o 

p e o p l e t o co m m u n i t y s e t t i n g s where t h e y c a n r e c e i v e 

some s o r t o f t r a i n i n g . And t h e way I'm l e d t o 

u n d e r s t a n d t h e p r o b l e m , i f we d o n ' t p r o v i d e t h a t 

t r a i n i n g t o community s e t t i n g , t h e s e p e o p l e w i l l 

p r o b a b l y end up b e i n g t r e a t e d a t h o s p i t a l s i n a 

day c a r e t y p e o f s e t t i n g o r an o u t p a t i e n t s e t t i n g , 

b u t b a s i c a l l y g r o u p i n g i n h o s p i t a l s and r e c e i v i n g 

some s o r t o f c l i n i c a l c a r e t h a t t h e y ' r e b e t t e r o f f 

g e t t i n g i n t h e c o m m u n i t i e s , by my v i e w . 

T h e r e has be e n some, I t h i n k , 

i n a d e q u a t e r e i m b u r s e m e n t t h r o u g h t h e f e d s as f a r as 

t h a t p r o g r a m ' s c o n c e r n e d , b u t t h e p r o b l e m seems t o 

be t h a t t h e r e a c t i o n , I t h i n k , t h r o u g h t h e 

d e p a r t m e n t o f w e l f a r e h a s be e n b a s i c a l l y t o s a y 

t h e y ' r e n o t g o i n g t o pay f o r i t a n y m o r e . And as I 

see i t , t h a t j u s t dumps t h a t w h o l e p o p u l a t i o n b a c k 

i n t o o u r h o s p i t a l s and we're g o i n g t o h e a r f r o m a 

d i f f e r e n t g r o u p o f p r o v i d e r s a b o u t t h e e x p e n s e s 

t h a t we're d u m p i n g on t h e m . 

To t h e e x t e n t t h a t you c o u l d do 

a n y t h i n g t o t r y t o s t e e r t h a t p o l i c y d e c i s i o n i n 

t h e r i g h t d i r e c t i o n , I w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e i t , b e c a u s e 



I t h i n k i t ' s v e r y , v e r y i m p o r t a n t t h a t p e o p l e 

u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e r e ' s an a l t e r n a t i v e c o s t , n o t 

j u s t a s a v i n g . 

Thank y o u . 

Thank y o u , C h a i r m a n . Thank you v e r y 

much. 

I d o n ' t r e a l l y h ave any o t h e r 

q u e s t i o n s . I'm s o r r y . D i d you want t o r e s p o n d t o 

t h a t ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: J u s t MATP, we're aware 

o f c h a n g e s t h a t were made and l o o k i n g a t t h o s e i n a 

c o l l a b o r a t i v e f a s h i o n , n o t o n l y t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f 

P u b l i c W e l f a r e , as y o u ' v e m e n t i o n e d , b u t a l s o 

PennDOT, t o t a l k a b o u t how we p r o v i d e s e r v i c e s . 

And I know t h a t DPW, I t h i n k , D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c 

W e l f a r e , as o f t h i s m o r n i n g , was s h a r i n g 

i n f o r m a t i o n on some ways t h e y ' r e a d d r e s s i n g t h a t . 

So I w o u l d d e f e r t o S e c r e t a r y A l e x a n d e r and h i s 

t e a m. 

RE P . HENNESSEY: M r . S e c r e t a r y , t h a n k 

you . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . 

RE P . HENNESSEY: M r . C h a i r m a n , t h a n k 

you . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank y o u . 



I t ' s now my p l e a s u r e t o i n t r o d u c e t h e 

D e m o c r a t i c c h a i r o f t h e c o m m i t t e e , L a r r y C u r r y . 

R E P . CURRY: M r . S e c r e t a r y , t h a n k you 

f o r y o u r t i m e . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

R E P . CURRY: J u s t a q u i c k q u e s t i o n . 

How do we do w i t h t h e -- w i t h o u r w a i t i n g l i s t ? I 

know -- you know, t h a t ' s a p r o b l e m t h a t s p i l l s 

o v e r , p r o b a b l y , i n t o e a c h o f o u r o f f i c e s l o c a l l y . 

And I wonder, a t t h e s t a t e l e v e l , how we're 

h a n d l i n g t h e w a i t i n g l i s t i s s u e . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . We have 

w a i t i n g l i s t s r i g h t now f o r o u r A c t 150 w a i v e r , o u r 

OBRA w a i v e r , o u r Commcare w a i v e r . The numbers a r e 

n o t l a r g e numbers, b u t t h e y e x i s t , n o n e t h e l e s s , and 

g i v e us c o n c e r n . 

I n t e r m s o f how t h o s e w a i t i n g l i s t s a r e 

a d d r e s s e d , we t r y , a t a s s e s s m e n t , t o see i f w a i v e r s 

t h a t have c a p a c i t y c a n meet t h e n e e d s o f t h e p e r s o n 

b e f o r e us and t r y t o d i r e c t them i n t h e d i r e c t i o n 

o f t h o s e w a i v e r p r o g r a m s . 

The o t h e r w a i t i n g l i s t t h a t e x i s t i s 

f o r o u r o p t i o n s p r o g r a m , w h i c h i s t h e l o t t e r y 

f u n d e d , home- and c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d s e r v i c e s t h a t 

p r o v i d e , and t h a t p r o g r a m h as s e e n a w a i t i n g l i s t 



t h a t ' s grown a l i t t l e b i t i n t h e l a s t y e a r . I t i s 

an a r e a o f c o n c e r n . We t r y t o work w i t h t h e A r e a 

A g e n c i e s on A g i n g , some o f w h i c h m o n i t o r t h e i r 

w a i t i n g l i s t s and manage i t by l o o k i n g a t a c u i t y o f 

n e e d . And a t t h e s t a t e l e v e l , we l o o k a t i t i n 

t e r m s o f f i r s t come, f i r s t s e r v e -- o r what i s i t , 

y e a h , f i r s t come -- we l o o k a t t h e l i s t i n t e r m s o f 

when we r e c e i v e i t , when someone e n t e r s t h e w a i t i n g 

l i s t . And t h e n l o o k t o c o n t i n u e t h o s e e f f o r t s t o 

see what we c a n do t h r o u g h management o f c a s e s t o 

h o p e f u l l y open up more s l o t s so t h a t p e o p l e c a n 

come o f f t h e w a i t i n g l i s t . 

R E P . CURRY: Do you have any i d e a what 

number o f p e o p l e we're t a l k i n g a b o u t ? 

SECRETARY DUKE: On t h e o p t i o n s p r o g r a m 

r i g h t now, we have j u s t o v e r 3300 p e o p l e on t h e 

w a s t i n g l i s t . On t h e o t h e r , t h e A c t 150 p r o g r a m , 

t h e r e ' s j u s t o v e r 200. The OBRA p r o g r a m , t h e r e ' s 

t h i r t y - f o u r i n d i v i d u a l s . And Commcare, a b o u t a 

h u n d r e d . 

R E P . CURRY: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank y o u , C h a i r m a n 

C u r r y . 

R e p . P a r k e r f o r a q u i c k comment. 

R E P . PARKER: Thank you so much, 



M r . C h a i r m a n , f o r y o u r p a t i e n c e . I know we're 

g e t t i n g r e a d y f o r t h e A u d i t o r G e n e r a l ' s o f f i c e . 

S e c r e t a r y Duke, I j u s t want t o know i f 

you c a n t u r n b a c k t o page 8 8 t h a t was r e f e r e n c e d by 

one o f my c o l l e a g u e s i n e a r l i e r d i s c u s s i o n s 

r e g a r d i n g t h e i n c r e a s e t h a t P h i l a d e l p h i a r e c e i v e d 

i n i t s P e n n C a r e f u n d i n g . And i t n o t e d an $836,323 

i n c r e a s e . 

I j u s t w a n t e d t o n o t e , M r . S e c r e t a r y -¬

you c a n t r a v e l t h r o u g h t h i s w i t h me -- on t h e same 

page, on t h e same s e c t i o n , a f t e r f u r t h e r r e v i e w , I 

n o t e d t h a t P h i l a d e l p h i a , i n o t h e r l i n e s , l o s e s a 

t o t a l o f $ 8 4 6 , 5 2 3 . And we j u s t went down f i r s t , 

a f t e r P e n n C a r e , i f we s k i p down t o T i t l e 3 f u n d i n g , 

P h i l a d e l p h i a l o s t $38 4,0 2 3 . Then i f we s k i p down 

t o t h e e l d e r r i g h t s p r o t e c t i o n f u n d i n g , we l o s t a 

h u n d r e d f i f t y - f o u r t h o u s a n d , one h u n d r e d e i g h t y -

t h r e e d o l l a r s . And a l s o t h e c h r o n i c d i s e a s e 

f u n d i n g , t h e r e was a l o s s o f 308,000, 317,000 

t o t a l i n g t h e $8 46, 5 2 3 . 

So i t was n o t e d t h a t on one i n s t a n c e we 

l o s t -- I mean, we g a i n e d $ 836,323 i n P e n n C a r e 

f u n d i n g , b u t i n t h o s e t o t a l t h r e e l i n e s , we l o s t 

846,00 0. So I j u s t w a n t e d t o n o t e t h a t f o r t h e 

r e c o r d and a l s o w a n t e d you t o k n o w l e d g e i t . 



SECRETARY DUKE: T h a n k s . I a c k n o w l e d g e 

what you j u s t s h a r e d w i t h me, b u t I have l e a r n e d i n 

b u d g e t s t h a t t h e r e o t h e r l i n e i t e m s i n o t h e r 

p l a c e s , so I want t o make s u r e t h a t we're c o m p a r i n g 

a p p l e s t o a p p l e s . And I t h i n k i n t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 

w e ' l l p r o v i d e t o t h e c h a i r , w e ' l l do a r e v i e w o f 

t h a t . 

R E P . PARKER: Thank y o u . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: And t h a n k y o u , 

M r . Se c r e t a r y . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: I want t o t h a n k you 

and y o u r s t a f f f o r t e s t i f y i n g b e f o r e o u r c o m m i t t e e 

t h i s a f t e r n o o n . 

I want t o t h a n k t h e members f o r t h e 

t h e i r p a t i e n c e and f o r t h e q u e s t i o n s . 

As a r e s u l t o f r u n n i n g a l i t t l e l o n g e r 

t h a n n o r m a l , t h a t j u s t shows you t h e i n t e r e s t t h a t 

t h e l e g i s l a t u r e h a s on t h e a g i n g i s s u e s . And we 

a p p r e c i a t e t h e good work t h a t y o u ' r e d o i n g and 

l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o w o r k i n g w i t h you o v e r t h e n e x t 

s e v e r a l m o n t h s . 

SECRETARY DUKE: Thank y o u . Same h e r e , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 



f i v e m i n u t e s w i t h t h e A u d i t o r G e n e r a l . 

Thank y o u . 

( W h e r e u p o n , t h e h e a r i n g c o n c l u d e d 

a t 3:24 p.m.) 

* * * * * 



p r e s e n t upon t h e h e a r i n g o f t h e a b o v e - e n t i t l e d 

m a t t e r and t h e r e r e p o r t e d s t e n o g r a p h i c a l l y t h e 

p r o c e e d i n g s had and t h e t e s t i m o n y p r o d u c e d ; 

and I f u r t h e r c e r t i f y t h a t t h e f o r e g o i n g i s a 

t r u e and c o r r e c t t r a n s c r i p t o f my s a i d 

s t e n o g r a p h i c n o t e s . 

BRENDA J . PARDUN, RPR 
C o u r t R e p o r t e r 
N o t a r y P u b l i c 


