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Chainmu Clodshall and membas of the Committee, I am Jackie M o M y ,  Director of 

State Regulatory Affairs for CTIA-The Wireless Assmiation@. CTM is the international trade 

association repsenting wirelew canim, dcvice m a n w e n  and Internet m i i x  providers. 

I am hem today to speak in support of Houw Bid 2061, which would promote mobile 

broadband deployment by expediting and clarifying the lo& rtview process for improvemmhr 

to existing cell towers and o w  wireless facilities. 

Demand for w i r e h  broadband is growing exponentidly as new applioations, devices 

and technologies cmmme mom bandwidth and attract more subscrib Wueleas p r o v i b  

continue to invest in, build oat and upgrade networks to compete on network quality. By mid- 

yea 2011, U.S. wireless carriers' cumulative capital sxpenditures toteled more thau $322 

bion, an inomaoe of more than $27 billion over the pmdmg 12-month pmiod *ite the 

challenging eoonomic climale.' From energy usage to telecommutisg to ed~l~atioml and 

goventmental access, wireless broadband promises to increase efilciency, connectivity end 

information sharing. The economic and societal benehb brought about by wireless broadband 

require a mbmt - i e  backbone, which in turn requires the ability to deploy wirelms 

S i i t i e s  where they are needed 



Wireless communications are also a key component of the nation's "9-1-1" emergency 

response system. CTIA estimates that there are almost 300,000 wireless 9-1-1 calls made every 

single day. Emergency communications networks are updating public safety systems to "Next- 

Generation 9-1-1" technologies that will allow for new services and devices to complete calls to 

our nation's 9-1-1 centers while also providing accurate location information to assist first 

responders. Like all broadband-based technologies, next-generation 9-1-1 requires 

comprehensive idfastructure deployment. 

Recent federal recognition of the importance of wireless ~ c t u r c  bears 

consideration by the Committee. In its National Broadband Plan, the Federal Communications 

Commission C'FCC"') acknowledges that wireless inhstmcture is critical for broadband 

deployment The FCC's National Broadband Plan states that wireless networks rely on site 

deployment, and that securing rights to infrastructure deployment "is often a difficult and time- 

consuming process that discourages private investment."' To expedite this process, the FCC 

established a "shot clock" requiring local governments to make final decisions on proposed 

wireless facilities on existing structures within ninety (90) days, and on new tower proposals 

within one hundred fifty (150) days of receipt of a complete application! FCC Chairman Julius 

Genachowski pointed to the red tape and delays entailed in the wireless siting process, and 

observed that expediting wireless siting could unleash $11.5 billion in new broadbaud 

inhhucture investment in 201 1-2012.4 
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Earlia this year, Congress acknowledged the critical role of timely wireless facilities deployment 

by requiring streamlined local government approval for such facilities on existing structures.' 

House Bill 2061 is consistent with these national policies. By reforming local regulation 

and restrictions of wireless facilities on existing structures, House Bill 2061 will streamline 

approval processes at the municipal level while still allowing local control of conformance with 

relevant zoning and building code provisions. House Bill 2061 also clarifies federal preemption of 

local government consideration of radio fkequency issues, and of local regulations that prohibit or 

have the e&ct of prohibiting wireless ser~ice .~  The federal government's exclusive jurisdiction 

ova  radio communications is predicated on a finding that national regulation is not only 

appropriate, but essential to the operation of a seamless, nationwide telecommunications network. 

Finally, House Bill 2061 provides a "shot clock" for local review of proposed wireless facilities; 

similar to the ftderal "shot clock," thin provision imparts certainty to both local governments and 

wireless service provides. We respectfully submit that, given consumer demand for and federal 

recognition of wireless service as critical 21" century iuhstruchm, House Bill 2061 furthers a 

compelling public purpose. 

As wireless providers deploy 4G high-speed mobile broadband services to address 

exploding c o m e r  demand, they need the option to consider siting wireless facilities on existing 

structures whenever possible. These facilities are increasingly critical to network performawe as 

users demand these high-speed services, both in the home and on the go. By streamlining approval 

processes for these facilities across Pennsylvania, House Bill 2061 would significantly enable the 

deployment of mobile broadband. 

I See Middlc Class Tax Relief md Job Creation Act of 2012 5 6404(a) (A "state or local govcmmcnt may not 
day,  and shall approve, any chgible facilities q u e s t  for a modification of an existing wimlss tower or bast 
station that docs not substantially chanse the ~hvsical d i m i o n s  of thetom or base station'?. mailable at. ,. 
~m:/~dow.howe.novlb1llslhrswiek~0i202lj~6RP~-I 12bt-HR3630,~df. 

See 47 U.S.C. 5 8 253,332(~)(7)@)(i)(II). 



Thank you for the opporhmity to testify in support of this bill. 


