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P R O C E E D I N G S 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Good m o r n i n g , 

e v e r y o n e . I ' d l i k e t o c a l l t o o r d e r t h e House 

A p p r o p r i a t i o n s budget h e a r i n g . Today w i t h us i s 

M a j o r G e n e r a l Wesley C r a i g . 

Good m o r n i n g , s i r . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Good m o r n i n g . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thanks f o r j o i n i n g 

u s . We w i l l be -- we w i l l be d i s c u s s i n g t h e v e t e r a n s 

and m i l i t a r y g e n e r a l a p p r o p r i a t i o n b u d g e t , and I ' d 

j u s t l i k e t o ask e v e r y o n e , members and g u e s t s , i f 

t h e y w o u l d p u t t h e i r B l a c k B e r r i e s on s i l e n t o r 

v i b r a t e , i t wo u l d be a p p r e c i a t i v e . And we're g o i n g 

t o go a r o u n d t h e room and i n t r o d u c e o u r s e l v e s . 

My name i s B i l l A d o l p h . I'm t h e 

R e p u b l i c a n c h a i r o f t h e House A p p r o p r i a t i o n s 

Committee and I r e p r e s e n t t h e 16 5 t h D i s t r i c t i n 

Delaware County. To my l e f t . 

EXEC. DIR. NOLAN: Ed N o l a n , e x e c u t i v e 

d i r e c t o r , R e p u b l i c a n A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Committee. 

MR. CLARK: Dan C l a r k , c h i e f c o u n s e l , 

R e p u b l i c a n A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Committee. 

REP. GINGRICH: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mauree 

G i n g r i c h , Lebanon County. Good m o r n i n g . 



REP. GRELL: Good m o r n i n g , g e n e r a l . 

G l e n G r e l l , 8 7 t h D i s t r i c t , Cumberland County. 

REP. PERRY: Good m o r n i n g , s i r . S c o t t 

P e r r y , n o r t h e r n Y o r k and s o u t h e r n Cumberland 

C o u n t i e s . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: S i r . 

REP. PEIFER: Good m o r n i n g . M i k e 

P e i f e r , P i k e , Wayne, and Monroe C o u n t i e s . 

REP. PETRI: S c o t t P e t r i , Bucks County. 

REP. O'NEILL: Good m o r n i n g . B e r n i e 

O ' N e i l l from Bucks County. 

REP. PYLE: J e f f P y l e , 6 0 t h L e g i s l a t i v e 

D i s t r i c t , A r m s t r o n g and I n d i a n a . 

Good m o r n i n g , g e n e r a l . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Good m o r n i n g . 

REP. DAY: Good m o r n i n g . Gary Day from 

L e h i g h and B e r k s County, 1 8 7 t h D i s t r i c t . 

REP. KILLION: Tom K i l l i o n , Delaware and 

C h e s t e r C o u n t i e s . 

REP. PICKETT: T i n a P i c k e t t , B r a d f o r d , 

S u l l i v a n and Susquehanna C o u n t i e s . 

REP. CAUSER: Good m o r n i n g . M a r t y 

C a u s e r , McKean, P o t t e r , and Cameron C o u n t i e s . 

REP. DENLINGER: Good m o r n i n g . Gordon 

D e n l i n g e r , e a s t e r n L a n c a s t e r County. 



REP. WATERS: Ron Wa t e r s , P h i l a d e l p h i a 

and Delaware C o u n t i e s . 

REP. V I T A L I : Greg V i t a l i , D elaware 

County. 

REP. MARKOSEK: Good m o r n i n g . Joe 

Markosek, c h a i r m a n -- D e m o c r a t i c Chairman o f t h e 

House A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Committee from A l l e g h e n y and 

Westmoreland County. 

EXEC. DIR. FOX: H i . M i r i a m Fox, 

e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r , House A p p r o p r i a t i o n Committee, 

Democrats. 

REP. SAINATO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C h r i s 

S a i n a t o . I'm t h e D e m o c r a t i c Chairman o f t h e House 

V e t e r a n s A f f a i r s and Emergency P r e p a r e d n e s s 

Committee. I r e p r e s e n t p a r t s o f Lawrence and a s m a l l 

s e c t i o n o f B e a v e r County. 

REP. KULA: Good m o r n i n g . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Good m o r n i n g . 

REP. KULA: Deberah K u l a , from F a y e t t e 

and Westmoreland C o u n t i e s , 52nd D i s t r i c t . 

REP. O'BRIEN: Good m o r n i n g , g e n e r a l . 

M i k e O ' B r i e n , P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

REP. PAUL COSTA: Good m o r n i n g . 

Welcome. P a u l C o s t a from A l l e g h e n y County. 



I t ' s my u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t t h e 

R e p u b l i c a n C h a i r o f t h e s t a n d i n g c o m m i t t e e , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S t e v e B a r r a r , i s s t i l l u nder t h e 

w e a t h e r , and we w i s h him w e l l . 

But we a l s o a r e happy t h a t t h e 

D e m o c r a t i c c h a i r , C h r i s S a i n a t o , i s w i t h us t o d a y . 

Good m o r n i n g . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Good m o r n i n g . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: M a j o r G e n e r a l , w o u l d 

you l i k e some -- t o make some b r i e f o p e n i n g comments 

b e f o r e we s t a r t t h e q u e s t i o n s ? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Yes. Yes. 

Mr. Chairman, I w o u l d . You have my r e p o r t s u b m i t t e d 

i n w r i t i n g , but j u s t t o h i g h l i g h t one o r two t h i n g s 

t h a t a r e r e a l l y i m p o r t a n t t o t h e d e p a r t m e n t . 

As e v e r y b o d y knows t h e Department o f 

M i l i t a r y and V e t e r a n s A f f a i r s has a d u a l m i s s i o n . We 

t r a i n and command and c o n t r o l t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a Army 

and A i r Guard and we a l s o a d v o c a t e f o r a l l -- c l o s e 

t o a m i l l i o n v e t e r a n s t h r o u g h o u t t h e s t a t e o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a and o p e r a t e s i x v e t e r a n s homes. 

T h i s i s a b i l l i o n d o l l a r e n t e r p r i s e . We 

get $173 m i l l i o n from t h e s t a t e o f P e n n s y l v a n i a and 

$882 m i l l i o n from f e d e r a l s o u r c e s . 

For t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a N a t i o n a l Guard, our 



motto i s A l w a y s Ready and A l w a y s There, and t h a t 

c e r t a i n l y has been t h e case f o r t h e p a s t t e n y e a r s . 

As many o f you know, we d e p l o y e d 30,000 o f our 

members o f t h e Army and A i r N a t i o n a l Guard out o f t h e 

19,000 a s s i g n e d o v e r s e a s i n t h e p a s t t e n y e a r s . 

T h e i r r e c o r d o f a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s has been 

a b s o l u t e l y r e m a r k a b l e . We have -- we've done 

e v e r y t h i n g from p e a c e k e e p i n g , s e c u r i t y o p e r a t i o n s , 

c o u n t e r - i n s u r g e n c y o p e r a t i o n s , and c l o s e combat. 

We've u n f o r t u n a t e l y saw -- our l o s s e s 

have been heavy. More t h a n any o t h e r s t a t e ' s 

N a t i o n a l Guard, P e n n s y l v a n i a has l o s t 51 k i l l e d i n 

a c t i o n and hundreds more wounded i n a c t i o n . T h e i r 

c o u r a g e and d e d i c a t i o n i s an i n s p i r a t i o n t o a l l o f us 

who c o n t i n u e t o s e r v e , and t o you as w e l l I'm s u r e . 

I n a d d i t i o n , o v e r t h e s e p a s t t e n y e a r s , 

we've r e s p o n d e d t o s c o r e s o f c a l l s from t h e G o v e r n o r 

f o r n a t u r a l d i s a s t e r s . T h i s y e a r a l o n e we've had 

2,644 P e n n s y l v a n i a N a t i o n a l Guardsmen p e r f o r m i n g 

15,474 days o f s t a t e a c t i v e d u t y , most o f w h i c h were 

d e d i c a t e d t o r e l i e f f o r H u r r i c a n e I r e n e and T r o p i c a l 

Storm L y d i a . 

When y o u ' r e one o f t h e b e s t , y o u ' r e one 

o f t h e b u s i e s t , and t h a t c o n t i n u e s f o r t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a Guard. We're l o o k i n g a t a m o b i l i z a t i o n 



t h i s f a l l o f 1,600 from t h e 5 5 t h Armored B a r r i c a d e 

Combat Team i n t h e e a s t e r n p a r t o f t h e s t a t e and 

d e s t i n a t i o n i s K u w a i t . Most l i k e l y a l s o f o l l o w e d by 

m o b i l i z a t i o n s o f t h e 1 s t B a t t a l i o n 104's A t t a c k 

A v i a t i o n h e a d q u a r t e r e d i n Johnstown f o r a t i m e on 

d u t y i n A f g h a n i s t a n . And two companies o f t h e 2nd 

104 A v i a t i o n from th e c e n t r a l p a r t o f t h e s t a t e , same 

d u t y s t a t i o n . 

On t h e f e d e r a l budget s i d e , r e a l l y good 

news f o r t h e Army N a t i o n a l Guard. I t ' s e s s e n t i a l l y 

t h e same as i t was l a s t y e a r , and t h e s t r e n g t h 

r e m a i n s n a t i o n a l l y o f 358,000. P e n n s y l v a n i a r e m a i n s 

a t t h e 15,250. We a r e a l r e a d y o v e r s t r e n g t h i n t h a t 

a r e a and p o s i t i o n e d t o grow our f o r c e even more. 

There i s , however, as e v e r y b o d y knows, 

s e r i o u s c o n c e r n on t h e s i d e o f t h e A i r N a t i o n a l 

Guard. The s t r e n g t h n a t i o n a l l y w i l l be r e d u c e d from 

106 t o 101,000 and more t h a n 200 A i r N a t i o n a l Guard 

a i r c r a f t w i l l be s e n t t o t h e bone y a r d . 

The A i r F o r c e has e l e c t e d t o t a k e t h e i r 

r e d u c t i o n s on t h e back o f t h e R e s e r v e component, 

u n l i k e t h e Army w h i c h i s t a k i n g i t out o f t h e a c t i v e 

component. 

And, o f c o u r s e , i t d o e s n ' t make sense t o 

me, c o n s i d e r i n g t h e R e s e r v e component i s t h e most 



c o s t e f f e c t i v e p a r t o f t h e Defense d e p a r t m e n t . 

I n P e n n s y l v a n i a t h a t w i l l mean r e d u c t i o n 

o f f o u r KC 135 a i r c r a f t from t h e 1 7 1 s t A i r R e f u e l i n g 

Wing i n P i t t s b u r g h and a l o s s o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 200 

a i r m e n . R e d u c t i o n o f t h e f o r c e , most o f t h e f o r c e i s 

a t t h e Johnstown A i r T r a f f i c C o n t r o l Tower. There 

w i l l , however, be good news i n t h e e a s t e r n p a r t o f 

t h e s t a t e w i t h t h e a d d i t i o n o f a g round c o n t r o l group 

t h a t w i l l be c o n t r o l l i n g t h e f l i g h t o f a R -- RQ-9 

Reaper drone a i r c r a f t . 

And, f i n a l l y , n o t A i r N a t i o n a l Guard, 

but A i r F o r c e R e s e r v e , th e A i r F o r c e wants t o c l o s e 

t h e 911th A i r L i f t Wing c o m p l e t e l y and d i s b a n d t h e 

base a t t h e P i t t s b u r g h A i r R e s e r v e s t a t i o n . 

And, f i n a l l y , on t h e v e t e r a n s homes, we 

a r e c h a l l e n g e d t o p r o v i d e t h e same o r b e t t e r s e r v i c e 

w i t h t h e same o r l e s s f u n d i n g . Due t o h a r d work from 

my Deputy f o r V e t e r a n s A f f a i r s , Deputy o f 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , t h e budget d i r e c t o r , and t h e -- we've 

e s t a b l i s h e d b e s t p r a c t i c e s t h a t we f o u n d i n f o u r o f 

our homes and r o l l e d them i n t o t h e o t h e r two homes. 

We f o u n d two homes out o f t h e s i x were 

e x c e e d i n g t h e a v e r a g e c o s t p e r c a r e by a l a r g e amount 

p e r r e s i d e n t . So by t a k i n g t h e i r b e s t p r a c t i c e s and 

moving i t t o t h e p r a c t i c e o f a l l t h e homes, we've 



been a b l e t o r e a l i z e c l o s e t o a $7 m i l l i o n s a v i n g s i n 

t h i s budget y e a r and a $6 m i l l i o n s a v i n g s i n t h e 

budget t h a t we're g o i n g t o t a l k about t o d a y . 

We've been a b l e t o use t h a t money t o 

r e i n v e s t i n p r o t e c t i n g -- i n p r e v e n t i n g e l o p e m e n t s 

from t h e homes f o r t h i s budget y e a r and t h e n t a k i n g a 

l o t o f t h e money s a v e d from n e x t y e a r and r o l l i t 

i n t o v e t e r a n s o u t r e a c h programs, w h i c h you know as 

A c t 66, and a l s o a o n e - t i m e g r a n t t o t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a 

V e t e r a n s F o u n d a t i o n . 

A l s o a s m a l l i n c r e a s e i n t h e F o r t 

I n d i a n t o w n Gap P o l i c e Department, w h i c h answers a b i g 

c o n c e r n o f mine, and I a l s o was v e r y happy t o see t h e 

c o n t i n u e d -- t h e c o n t i n u e d f u n d i n g o f our E d u c a t i o n 

A s s i s t a n c e program w h i c h i s so v i t a l t o t h e -- t h e 

r e c r u i t i n g s u c c e s s we've had t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a N a t i o n a l Guard. 

So t h a n k you f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o make 

t h e s e few o p e n i n g s t a t e m e n t s and, Mr. Chairman, I 

a w a i t y o u r q u e s t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: And t h a n k you, s i r . 

F i r s t o f a l l , I want t o t h a n k you and y o u r s t a f f 

and -- f o r what you do f o r t h e v e t e r a n s o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 



CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: That b e i n g s a i d , b e i n g 

a -- a bean c o u n t e r by p r o f e s s i o n and you t a k e a l o o k 

a t t h e Department o f M i l i t a r y A f f a i r s ' budget 

r e q u e s t , and t h e r e ' s -- t h e r e ' s two -- two l i n e i t e m s 

t h a t a r e i n deep r e d f o r t h i s y e a r . 

One i s t h e v e t e r a n s home, about 6.7 

p e r c e n t d e c r e a s e , $6.2 m i l l i o n , and t h e n v e t e r a n s 

a s s i s t a n c e , $404,000, a hun d r e d p e r c e n t d e c r e a s e . 

And you t a l k about t h e b e s t p r a c t i c e s , 

and o b v i o u s l y i t -- i t -- i t sounds good, b u t can you 

g i v e us a l i t t l e b i t more d e t a i l ? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: S u r e . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Because I'm s u r e we're 

g o i n g t o be h e a r i n g from o ur r e s i d e n t s r e g a r d i n g -¬

when t h e y see a d e c r e a s e i n t h e -- i n t h e G o v e r n o r ' s 

p r o p o s e d b u d g e t . And I'm s u r e you've a l r e a d y h e a r d 

from many o f them as w e l l 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Yes, s i r . G l a d t o 

a d d r e s s t h a t i s s u e . 

When we -- when we t o o k a l o o k a t our 

budget, we r e a l i z e d , as I m e n t i o n e d i n my o p e n i n g 

comments, we had two homes t h a t were o p e r a t i n g 

c o n s i d e r a b l y above t h e a v e r a g e c o s t f o r a l l t h e o t h e r 

homes when a n a l y s i s was done a t c o s t p e r r e s i d e n t . 



t h a t , and t h e n we came up w i t h a s e r i e s o f c o s t 

s a v i n g s measures. O v e r t i m e c o n t r o l , we had a $5 

m i l l i o n expense f o r o v e r t i m e c o n t r o l . So we can c u t 

t h a t i n h a l f o r more. 

Took a l o o k a t t h e way we do d r u g 

c o s t s . When you have 1,500 r e s i d e n t s , a l l under 

v a r i o u s t y p e s o f m e d i c a t i o n s , we i n t h e p a s t have 

been h o l d i n g a 30-day s u p p l y f o r e v e r y r e s i d e n t . 

They're a l l on m u l t i p l e m e d i c a t i o n s . And when t h e i r 

m e d i c a t i o n w o u l d change, we ended up t h r o w i n g out 

p a r t o f t h e m e d i c a t i o n . 

So we r e d u c e d what we c a r r y on hand and 

t h a t has s a v e d us a s i g n i f i c a n t amount o f money. 

We worked v e r y c l o s e l y w i t h t h e 

Department o f G e n e r a l s a v i n g s -- G e n e r a l -- G e n e r a l 

S e r v i c e s and i d e n t i f i e d s t a t e w i d e c o n t r a c t s where we 

can b e a t t h a t p r i c e on a l o c a l v e n d o r . 

They've a g r e e d and done i t a number o f 

t i m e s a l r e a d y t h i s y e a r and i t made -- f o r c e d t h a t 

s t a t e w i d e c o n t r a c t t o meet t h e p r i c e o f t h e l o c a l 

v e n d o r o r t h e y w o u l d l o s e t h e a b i l i t y t o p r o v i d e 

s e r v i c e s t o us. That r e s u l t e d i n s e v e r a l h u n d r e d 

t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s . 

We're a l s o d e a l i n g w i t h f u r l o u g h s , as 

I'm s u r e e v e r y o n e h e r e has h e a r d . 67 p o s i t i o n s w i l l 



be e l i m i n a t e d . By t h e t i m e we work a l l t h r o u g h t h a t , 

I a l s o have 41 v a c a n c i e s i n t h e home. So w e ' l l 

p r o b a b l y l a y o f f e v e n t u a l l y somewhere between 40 and 

50 p e o p l e and t h e y -- a l l o f them i n s u p p o r t s t a f f . 

None o f them a r e i n m e d i c a l s t a f f . 

So t h r o u g h t h e s e s e r i e s o f t h i n g s and 

o t h e r s we're a b l e t o f i n d -- we're l o o k i n g a t 

c o n t r a c t i n g some m e d i c a l c a r e , b u i l d i n g upon s u c c e s s 

we've had f o r p h y s i c a l t h e r a p y c a r e , and so we -¬

we've been a b l e t o a c c o m p l i s h t h e s e s a v i n g s i n t h i s 

budget y e a r a l r e a d y , because t h i s budget y e a r we 

s t a r t e d e n a c t i n g t h i s and we a l r e a d y s a v e d t h e 

Commonwealth c l o s e t o $7 m i l l i o n t h i s budget y e a r . 

So I know we can do $6 m i l l i o n n e x t y e a r . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: W e l l , t h e r e ' s no one 

s i t t i n g a t t h i s t a b l e , on e i t h e r s i d e o f t h e i t e m -¬

of t h e a i s l e t h a t w o u l d l i k e t o see d e c r e a s e s f o r t h e 

v e t e r a n s , t h e s e men and women t h a t have s e r v e d our 

c o u n t r y . 

So i f we're h e a r i n g from you and y o u ' r e 

s a y i n g t h a t t h i s can be worked out and done 

e f f i c i e n t l y and t h e q u a l i t y o f c a r e c o n t i n u e f o r our 

v e t e r a n s , i t ' s -- i t ' s -- i t ' s i n your hands. 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: S i r , I g e t t h a t . 

I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t . I'm a v e t e r a n m y s e l f and t h a t 



i s -- I've got t o know many, many, many v e t e r a n s back 

when I was s e r v i n g b e f o r e , and t h i s i s r e a l l y 

i m p o r t a n t t o u s . 

We a l s o have a l o t o f h e l p t o l e t us 

know i f we're d o i n g a good j o b o r n o t . L a s t y e a r o ur 

v e t e r a n s homes were i n s p e c t e d a t o t a l o f 120 t i m e s 

between t h e L & I ' s , t h e l o c a l c o u n t y L & I ' s , t h e 

Department o f H e a l t h , Department o f V e t e r a n s A f f a i r s , 

t h e f e d e r a l one, and DPW. 

So we g e t a l o t o f h e l p . We p a s s e d 

e v e r y i n s p e c t i o n , and t h a t i s our a b s o l u t e i n t e n t t o 

c o n t i n u e t o r e n d e r t h a t l e v e l o f c a r e we've al w a y s 

had. And we're q u i t e p r o u d o f our s a t i s f a c t i o n r a t e , 

w h i c h i s much h i g h e r , t e n p e r c e n t h i g h e r t h a n what 

you'd f o u n d i n c o m m e r c i a l f o r - p r o f i t homes. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: You know, when y o u ' r e 

a b l e t o c u t c o s t s and f i n d s a v i n g s i n c e r t a i n a r e a s , 

t h o s e t h a t need i t t h e most get b e t t e r c a r e and 

t h a t ' s what we're f i n d i n g o u t a l l t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

budget p r o c e s s . 

So t h a n k you f o r t a k i n g c a r e o f t h e 

v e t e r a n s and w a t c h i n g o ur t a x d o l l a r s . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: You're q u i t e 

welcome. 



REP. MARKOSEK: Thank you, Chairman. 

Welcome, g e n e r a l . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Thank you. 

REP. MARKOSEK: And we r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e 

a l l t h e good work t h a t you do. 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Thank you. 

REP. MARKOSEK: I don't have any 

s p e c i f i c q u e s t i o n s . I do have a c o u p l e o f 

announcements f o r t h e i n f o r m a t i o n o f t h e membership. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Readshaw and 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e B i l l K o r t z from A l l e g h e n y County a r e 

h e r e , as w e l l as R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mark L o n g i e t t i from 

M e r c e r County, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Pam D i L i s s i o f r om 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Tom C a l t a g i r o n e from 

B e r k s County i s a l s o h e r e . 

And I don't have a d i r e c t q u e s t i o n b u t , 

Mr. Chairman, i f i t ' s okay w i t h you I t h i n k 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C o s t a w i l l ask my q u e s t i o n f o r me. 

Thank you. 

REP. PAUL COSTA: I s t h a t okay? 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , t h a t ' s 

f i n e . 

REP. PAUL COSTA: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 



you? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: F i n e . 

REP. PAUL COSTA: T h a t ' s good. The 911 

c l o s u r e i n s o u t h w e s t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a , we've been t o l d 

t h a t i t c o u l d be 90 t o a h u n d r e d m i l l i o n d o l l a r 

economic i m p a c t t o our r e g i o n when t h e y c l o s e t h a t . 

And i t ' s my u n d e r s t a n d i n g because -- i f 

t h e y do c l o s e t h a t , i t ' s a l s o g o i n g t o have a 

r e d u c t i o n i n t h e 1 7 1 s t R e f u e l i n g w h i c h c o u l d be 

a n o t h e r 18 t o $20 m i l l i o n economic h i t t o our r e g i o n , 

w h i c h , as you know, and a l l o f us know, we c a n ' t 

a f f o r d t h o s e k i n d o f h i t s t o our r e g i o n . 

Can you t e l l us what's h a p p e n i n g w i t h 

t h a t and i f we're g o i n g t o be a b l e t o make any 

p r o g r e s s t o get t h o s e back? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: I c e r t a i n l y hope 

so, y e s . The A i r F o r c e has d e c i d e d t h a t t h e y a r e 

d e a l i n g w i t h a budget r e d u c t i o n demanded by C o n g r e s s , 

and so t h e y have s e v e r a l ways t o go. They can r e d u c e 

t h e R e s e r v e component o r t h e y c o u l d r e d u c e t h e a c t i v e 

component. 

The a c t i v e component c o s t s about t h r e e 

q u a r t e r s as much -- t h r e e t i m e s g r e a t e r t o r u n an 

a i r m a n -- pay an a i r m a n i n t h e a c t i v e component, 

o p e r a t e an a i r p l a n e i n t h e a c t i v e component, t h a n i t 



does i n t h e R e s e r v e component. So f o r some r e a s o n 

t h e A i r F o r c e has d e c i d e d t o t a k e a good d e a l o f 

t h e i r r e d u c t i o n s on t h e back o f t h e R e s e r v e 

component, w h i c h i s n o t t h e most c o s t e f f e c t i v e way 

to g a i n e f f i c i e n c i e s , i n my o p i n i o n and many o t h e r ' s 

o p i n i o n s , i n c l u d i n g t h e f o r m e r C h i e f o f S t a f f o f t h e 

A i r F o r c e R o n a l d Fogleman, who has been -- has 

p u b l i s h e d s e v e r a l a r t i c l e s t h a t s a ys t h e y s h o u l d go 

th e o t h e r way and save money by r e d u c i n g t h e a c t i v e 

component. 

You're q u i t e r i g h t , t h e 9 1 1 t h , t h e y ' l l 

l o s e a l l seven a i r c r a f t , a l m o s t 1,200 m i l i t a r y and 

300 f u l l - t i m e p o s i t i o n s when t h e y c l o s e t h a t b a s e . 

I b r i e f e d t h e G o v e r n o r f u l l y on t h i s . 

He d o e s n ' t a g r e e w i t h i t . I t a l k e d t o R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Murphy and b o t h S e n a t o r s and w e ' l l c o n t i n u e t o f o l l o w 

up w i t h them. They're n ot -- t h e y don't agree w i t h 

i t as w e l l . 

So we w i l l have some -- some w r i t t e n 

d o c u m e n t a t i o n t h a t w i l l b a s i c a l l y s t r e n g t h e n o ur 

c a s e , I t h i n k , t o a l l t h e C o n g r e s s i o n a l d e l e g a t i o n , 

w h i c h i s where t h e f i g h t has t o be, and I'm a d v i s i n g 

t h e C o n g r e s s i o n a l d e l e g a t i o n t o p u t i n t o law a f l o o r , 

a s t r e n g t h f l o o r f o r t h e A i r N a t i o n a l Guard, w h i c h 

says you c a n ' t t a k e r e d u c t i o n s and we're g o i n g --



we're g o i n g t o t e l l you, Mr. A i r F o r c e , t h a t you must 

keep i t t o 106,000. I f t h e y do t h a t , t h a t w i l l s t o p 

i t f o r t h i s y e a r . 

I n a d d i t i o n , t h e N a t i o n a l G o v e r n o r s 

A s s o c i a t i o n has come on l i n e and o b j e c t e d t o t h i s 

r e d u c t i o n b ecause i t i m p a c t s t h e g o v e r n o r s ' a b i l i t y 

t o c o n d u c t homeland d e f e n s e . Because we -- a t l e a s t 

on t h e A i r Guard, we use t h e 1 7 1 s t a l l t h e t i m e a t 

home i n d e f e n s e . 

And a l s o a l l A d j u t a n t G e n e r a l s s i g n e d a 

l e t t e r l a s t week o b j e c t i n g t o t h i s as w e l l . 

So t h e r e a r e p o w e r f u l f o r c e s a t work i n 

Wa s h i n g t o n , D.C. T h a t ' s where t h e b a t t l e has t o be 

f o u g h t . W e ' l l c o n t i n u e t o push t h a t . I w i l l 

p e r s o n a l l y , as w e l l as my Deputy F e r r a r o who i s w i t h 

me t o d a y and M a j o r G e n e r a l S i s c h o , and w e ' l l c o n t i n u e 

t o keep you u p d a t e d . 

But I -- i t makes no sense t o me. You 

c o u l d p a r k -- f o r i n s t a n c e , t h e y want t o p a r k f o u r o f 

t h e a i r p l a n e s from t h e 1 7 1 s t . I f t h e y p a r k e d one on 

a c t i v e d u t y , we'd be a b l e t o c o n t i n u e t o f l y t h o s e 

f o u r . So t h a t g i v e s you an e x p a n d a b l e c a p a b i l i t y 

when t h e n a t i o n needs i t where as opposed -- as 

opposed t o p a r k i n g f o u r o f them and t h e n you c a n ' t 

expand. 



So we w i l l c o n t i n u e t o f i g h t t h a t f i g h t , 

a r g u i n g t h e c o s t e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f t h e Guard and 

R e s e r v e . 

REP. PAUL COSTA: W e l l , I a p p r e c i a t e 

t h a t , m a j o r . Because we've -- we've a l l -- t h e 

members i n s o u t h w e s t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a a l l c o n t a c t e d 

our U.S. S e n a t o r s and our Congressmen, b u t I t h i n k 

t h e message, i f i t ' s coming from you and from 

G o v e r n o r C o r b e t t , I t h i n k i t has a l i t t l e b i t more 

pop t o i t . And I a p p r e c i a t e you guys a r e f i g h t i n g 

f o r u s. 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: W e l l , I ' l l keep 

a f t e r t h o s e A i r F o r c e guys. 

REP. PAUL COSTA: Okay. 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: They're a t o u g h 

bunch down t h e r e i n D.C. 

REP. PAUL COSTA: Thank you v e r y much, 

M a j o r G e n e r a l . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Thank you. 

REP. PAUL COSTA: Thank you v e r y much, 

Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

I ' d l i k e t o acknowledge t h e p r e s e n c e o f 

two members o f t h e A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Committee t h a t have 



j o i n e d us, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J i m C h r i s t i a n a from B e a v e r 

County and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C u r t Sonney from E r i e 

C ounty. 

The n e x t q u e s t i o n w i l l be by Mauree 

G i n g r i c h . 

REP. GINGRICH: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

Welcome, n e i g h b o r s . I'm t a l k i n g about 

I n d i a n t o w n Gap, o f c o u r s e . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Oh. 

REP. GINGRICH: D e l i g h t e d t o have you 

h e r e , you, G e n e r a l , y o u r team and t h e v e t e r a n s t h a t 

t o o k t h e i r t i m e t o j o i n us t o d a y . Thank you so much 

f o r b e i n g h e r e . 

I do want t o t a l k about s o m e t h i n g c l o s e 

t o home s p e c i f i c a l l y , and you d i d a l l u d e t o i t , 

g e n e r a l , a t I n d i a n t o w n Gap. Modest i n c r e a s e i n t h e 

budget t h a t i s g e a r e d t o w a r d s an i n c r e a s e i n 

s e c u r i t y . 

Don't t e l l us more t h a n we're a l l o w e d t o 

know, o f c o u r s e ; b u t what i s your p l a n ? Can you g i v e 

us any s p e c i f i c s ? Because h o n e s t l y , I ' l l t e l l you, I 

do h e a r a l o t about t h a t , l i v i n g -- i t ' s i n Lebanon 

County. 



REP. GINGRICH: And, o f c o u r s e , t h a t ' s 

where I l i v e and s e r v e . So I t a l k t o a l o t o f p e o p l e 

i n v o l v e d as w o r k i n g and l i v i n g i n t h e a r e a . 

Do you have any s p e c i f i c s t h a t you can 

s h a r e w i t h us, what measures you m i g h t be t a k i n g 

s p e c i f i c a l l y and what c h a l l e n g e s you have? I know 

g e o g r a p h i c a l l y i t ' s an i n t e r e s t i n g p l a c e b ecause i t ' s 

g o r g e o u s , number one. 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: I t i s . 

REP. GINGRICH: Many p a r t s o f i t a r e 

open t o t h e community, w h i c h we a l l use, w i t h t h e 

l a k e and t h e h i k i n g and t h e s p r e a d o f t h e p l a c e . 

So t e l l us a l i t t l e b i t more 

s p e c i f i c a l l y about t h a t , w o u l d you, p l e a s e ? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Yes, ma'am. I t i s 

17,000 a c r e s , about 200 m i l e s o f t r a i l s and r o a d s . 

I t i s c o m p l e t e l y u n s e c u r e d on t h e m ajor out -¬

e x t e r i o r p e r i m e t e r s . So anybody can come on t h e 

b a s e . 

We do have some a r e a s , t h e a i r f i e l d , t h e 

equipment c o n c e n t r a t i o n s i t e s , and one o r two 

b a r r a c k s a r e a s t h a t a r e b e h i n d f e n c e s . T h a t ' s i t . 

But i t i s r e a l l y open t o -- my b i g g e s t 

c o n c e r n i s t e r r o r i s t s s u ch as what happened i n F o r t 

Hood. Because even when our s o l d i e r s a r e t h e r e , y e s , 



t h e y c a r r y weapons and, y e s , t h e y have b u l l e t s , o n l y 

when t h e y ' r e on t h e r i f l e r a n g e . When t h e y ' r e back 

i n c o n t a i n m e n t a r e a s t h e y don't have any o f t h o s e 

t h i n g s . When t h e y ' r e back t o what we c a l l s o l d i e r 

r e a d y and p r o c e s s e d and g e t t i n g r e a d y f o r deployment 

o v e r s e a s , j u s t l i k e what happened i n F o r t Hood, t h e y 

have no weapons w i t h them. 

So t o s e c u r e t h i s l a r g e a r e a t h a t a l s o 

p u t s t h r o u g h about 150,000 p e o p l e i n t r a i n i n g e v e r y 

y e a r , I have a t o t a l S t a t e P o l i c e f o r c e o f e i g h t . 

Here i n t h e C a p i t o l complex, t h e C a p i t o l 

P o l i c e f o r c e i s 102. M e c h a n i c s b u r g Depot, t h e 

m i l i t a r y d e p o t s , t h e Army War C o l l e g e have somewhere 

between 50 t o 80 f u l l - t i m e p o l i c e m e n , and t h e y ' r e 

b e h i n d a c o m p l e t e b a r r i e r w i t h c o m p l e t e l y c o n t r o l l e d 

a c c e s s . 

They're a l l f u n d e d by t h e f e d e r a l 

government. We a r e a s t a t e i n s t i t u t i o n , so t h a t t h e 

p o l i c e f o r c e has t o come -- has t o be fu n d e d by t h e 

s t a t e . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o my e i g h t f u l l - t i m e p o l i c e 

f o r c e , I have about 12 s e c u r i t y g u a r d s , w h i c h a r e 

c o n t r a c t s e c u r i t y g u a r d s , c a r r y r a d i o s and a c t as 

k i n d o f a town watch, and t h e y ' r e v e r y v a l u a b l e . And 

I have c u r r e n t l y t h r e e m i l i t a r y p o l i c e m e n w h i c h we 



s t e a l f r om Army funds and use t o a m p l i f y t h e p o l i c e 

f o r c e . 

T h i s budget a l l o w s me t o h i r e , i f i t 

goes t h r o u g h as p l a n n e d , a l l o w s me t o h i r e e i g h t 

p a r t - t i m e p o l i c e m e n w h i c h w i l l a m p l i f y my e i g h t 

f u l l - t i m e p o l i c e m e n , w h i c h w i l l be a b i g h e l p on t h e 

way t o go. 

I ' d l i k e t o o b v i o u s l y grow t h a t f o r c e t o 

c l o s e t o 18 t o 20 by t h e t i m e we're done, and I w i l l 

work w i t h t h e G o v e r n o r ' s o f f i c e and t h e c o m m i t t e e s 

h e r e i n t h e House and t h e S enate t o do t h a t . But 

t h a t w i l l h e l p a l o t t o b e g i n w i t h . 

We're a l s o l o o k i n g a t where we can s e t 

up c o n t r o l p e r i m e t e r s . Maybe no t t h e whole p o s t b u t 

where we have l a r g e c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f p e o p l e who work 

t h e r e . I have about 1,800 p e o p l e who work t h e r e 

e v e r y day, f i v e days a week. 

So we're l o o k i n g f o r a p l a c e t h a t we can 

p u t b e h i n d b a r r i e r s t o make i t a l i t t l e s a f e r . So 

between e x t e r i o r b a r r i e r s , i n c r e a s e i n p o l i c e f o r c e , 

w h i c h t h i s budget a l l o w s , t h a t w i l l be a -¬

d e f i n i t e l y good s t a r t . 

REP. GINGRICH: I may sound n a i v e , b u t 

t h a t h a r d l y seems l i k e enough t o b a t t l e t h e p o s s i b l e 

t h r e a t s t h a t a r e out t h e r e , and t h a t ' s a l o t t o do 



w i t h two p e r c e n t . So I r e a l l y do commend you w i t h 

y o u r a b i l i t y t o do so. 

I t h i n k most o f us u n d e r s t a n d and s h a r e 

y our c o n c e r n s about s a f e t y f o r t h o s e on t h e b a s e . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: R i g h t . 

REP. GINGRICH: And c e r t a i n l y a l l o f us 

i n t h i s p a r t -- t h i s p a r t o f t h e s t a t e and i n t h e 

c o u n t r y . So f o r anyone who t h i n k s you have a s i m p l e 

and e a s y j o b t h e y a r e i n c o r r e c t . 

Thank you so much f o r a l l you do. 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Thank you, ma'am. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M i k e O ' B r i e n o f 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

REP. O'BRIEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Good m o r n i n g , a g a i n , g e n e r a l . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: How a r e you? 

REP. O'BRIEN: You know, each and e v e r y 

one o f us i n t h i s room a r e -- a r e d e e p l y g r a t e f u l t o 

th e men and t h e women o f t h e Guard who p u t t h e m s e l v e s 

i n harm's way. 

And s a d l y i t ' s my u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t 

t h e r e has been a s p i k e i n r e t u r n i n g v e t e r a n s g e t t i n g 

i n t r o u b l e w i t h t h e law, t o t h e p o i n t t h a t J u s t i c e 



Seamus M c C a f f e r t y has been r e a c h i n g out a c r o s s t h e 

Commonwealth t r y i n g t o s e t up v e t e r a n s c o u r t s . 

I ' d l i k e you t o -- I ' d l i k e you t o speak 

t o what y o u ' r e d o i n g t o t r y t o h e l p t h e s e men and 

women on t h e i r r e t u r n who -- who maybe have g o t t e n 

i n t o a d r u g usage i s s u e o r have some -- some -- some 

e m o t i o n a l i s s u e s upon t h e i r r e t u r n . 

What -- what a r e you d o i n g t o t r y t o 

smooth t h e p a t h on t h e i r way back t o c i v i l i a n l i f e ? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: W e l l , we a t t a c k e d 

t h i s i n s e v e r a l -- s e v e r a l methods. We have a -¬

what we c a l l deployment c y c l e s u p p o r t b r a n c h o f my 

j o i n t h e a d q u a r t e r s , and t h e y work w i t h 

r e i n t e g r a t i o n . W o r k i n g w i t h t h e s o l d i e r , w o r k i n g 

w i t h t h e f a m i l y . 

We have an employer o u t r e a c h b r a n c h t h a t 

i f t h e y don't have a j o b we t r y t o g e t them a j o b , 

because i f t h e y ' r e employed t h a t makes i t a l o t 

e a s i e r . 

And t h e program t h a t ' s championed by 

J u s t i c e M c C a f f e r t y , as you m e n t i o n e d , you know, t h e 

v e t e r a n s c o u r t i s an e x t r e m e l y v a l u a b l e program. We 

have 12 o f t h o s e i n 12 o f t h e 67 c o u n t i e s o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , and we a r e w o r k i n g w i t h my Judge 

A d j u t a n t G e n e r a l t h r o u g h t h e b a r a s s o c i a t i o n s and 



o t h e r j u s t i c e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e s t a t e t o s e t t h a t up i n 

e v e r y -- i n e v e r y c o u n t y . 

I j u s t a t t e n d e d a r i b b o n c u t t i n g a t Yo r k 

County j u s t a c o u p l e weeks ago. And b a s i c a l l y t h e y 

t a k e a l o o k a t s o l d i e r s , a i r m e n , M a r i n e s , who come 

back, e i t h e r Guard R e s e r v i s t s o r a c t i v e d u t y , come 

o f f a c t i v e d u t y , and t h e y have -- t h e y have t o come 

out o f t h a t e m o t i o n a l h i g h , t h e s u p e r v i g i l a n c e t h a t 

got them t h r o u g h combat, c l o s e combat. They're 

d e a l i n g w i t h t h e s t r e s s e s and h o r r o r s o f c l o s e 

combat, s e e i n g t h e i r f r i e n d s k i l l e d o r -- o r s e e i n g 

p e o p l e blown up i n f r o n t o f them. And i t t a k e s 

a w h i l e t o g e t us e d t o t h a t . And some p e o p l e 

u n f o r t u n a t e l y n e v e r do. 

And most p e o p l e can d e a l w i t h i t , b u t i t 

t a k e s some a d j u s t m e n t . Sometimes t h e y -- t h e y 

m e d i c a t e t h e m s e l v e s by an o v e r i n d u l g e n c e i n a l c o h o l 

o r maybe d r u g s . I f t h e y ' r e a f i r s t - t i m e o f f e n d e r and 

have no o t h e r o f f e n s e , t h e y b r i n g them i n t o v e t e r a n s 

c o u r t l i k e t h e one I saw i n Yo r k County, l i k e t h e one 

championed by J u s t i c e M c C a f f e r t y , and t h e y -- i n s t e a d 

o f s e n t e n c i n g them t o j a i l , t h e y p a i r them up w i t h a 

v e t e r a n s -- a v e t e r a n , u s u a l l y from t h e v e t e r a n s 

s e r v i c e o r g a n i z a t i o n , who have been t h e r e t h e m s e l v e s , 

who have been members o f combat, who have come back, 



and t h e y a c t as m e n t o r s . 

And i f t h e y s u c c e s s f u l l y g r a d u a t e from 

t h e m e n t o r s h i p programs, w h i c h u s u a l l y c o v e r s months 

and months o f one-on-one t a l k i n g and t h e r a p y , 

t h e i r -- t h e i r r e c i d i v i s m r a t e i s e x t r e m e l y low. 

So t h e y -- so t h e y have a h i g h degree o f 

s u c c e s s r a t e , somewhere between 75 and 85 p e r c e n t 

t h a t s t a y out o f t h e c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e s y s t e m from 

t h e n on. And by t a l k i n g t o somebody who has been 

t h e r e , t h a t makes a l l t h e d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e w o r l d . 

So I a p p l a u d t h a t i n i t i a t i v e , and we 

w i l l c o n t i n u e t o work t h a t -- t o g e t t h a t i n e v e r y 

c o u n t y . 

REP. O'BRIEN: How a r e you d o i n g on t h e 

f u n d i n g s i d e o f t h a t e q u a t i o n ? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: T h a t ' s a l o c a l 

c o u n t y i n i t i a t i v e . And we a c t as a d v o c a t e s f o r t h a t 

and once we get t o t h e d e c i s i o n makers i n t h e 

c o u n t i e s , I u t i l i z e my s t a f f -- my s t a f f j u d g e 

a d j u t a n t who i s on f e d e r a l m i l i t a r y d u t y f o r me. 

So we have no d i r e c t s t a t e f u n d i n g f o r 

t h a t . I t ' s a c o u n t y i n i t i a t i v e . 

REP. O'BRIEN: Thank you, g e n e r a l . 

And t h a n k you, Mr. Chairman. 



CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Gordon D e n l i n g e r . 

REP. DENLINGER: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 

Good m o r n i n g , g e n e r a l . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Good m o r n i n g . 

REP. DENLINGER: I want t o s h i f t g e a r s 

i n t o a d i s c u s s i o n o v e r -- I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t you and 

your s t a f f a r e w o r k i n g t h r o u g h a c o m p r e h e n s i v e r e v i e w 

o f t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a Code o f J u s t i c e . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Yes, s i r . 

REP. DENLINGER: M i l i t a r y J u s t i c e . 

P a r d o n me. C o u l d you b r i n g us u p - t o - d a t e on t h o s e 

e f f o r t s and -- and what d r o v e t h e f e e l i n g o f a need 

f o r a r e v i e w ? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: The e x i s t i n g 

P e n n s y l v a n i a Code o f M i l i t a r y J u s t i c e d a t e s back t o 

1916, and t h e t a b l e o f p u n i s h m e n t s a r e e x t r e m e l y 

o u t d a t e d so t h a t i t t h e n becomes m e a n i n g l e s s . 

So i f I have a s o l d i e r o r a i r m a n t h a t 

m i s b e h a v e s and i s i n need o f d i s c i p l i n e , many t i m e s 

t h e o n l y c o u r s e I have i s t o throw them out o f t h e 

Guard, w h i c h i s k i n d o f an extreme measure when you 

t h i n k i f you g e t somebody's a t t e n t i o n by a -- maybe a 

s i g n i f i c a n t f i n e o r a l a r g e s c a l e r e d u c t i o n i n r a n k , 



t h a t w i l l r e a l l y t u r n somebody a r o u n d . And t h a t i s 

t h e i n t e n t o f t h i s . 

So t h e -- t h e new model code c o d i f i e s 

and u p d a t e s t h e -- t h a t so i t a l l o w s me as a d j u t a n t 

g e n e r a l t o impose f i n e s t h a t w o u l d be m e a n i n g f u l . 

I t c l a r i f i e s t h e r u l e s o f engagement 

o r -- o r who has j u r i s d i c t i o n , and t h e r e ' s i s s u e s on 

t h a t as w e l l . 

I t ' s b a s e d a f t e r a model code t h a t ' s 

b e i n g a d o p t e d by many o f t h e N a t i o n a l Guards a c r o s s 

t h e c o u n t r y . 

I t w i l l be a b i g h e l p and now w i l l a l l o w 

us t o d e a l w i t h t h a t s m a l l p e r c e n t a g e o f our s o l d i e r s 

and a i r m e n t h a t need d i s c i p l i n e t o keep t h e m s e l v e s on 

t h e s t r a i g h t and n a r r o w r a t h e r t h a n b e i n g g i v e n t h e 

heave ho out o f t h e Guard, w h i c h i s b a s i c a l l y what I 

have t o do now. 

REP. DENLINGER: V e r y good. And — and 

c o u l d you j u s t s h a r e w i t h us? I w o u l d presume you 

have a JAG c o r p s . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: I do. 

REP. DENLINGER: And how l a r g e i s t h a t ? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: I t ' s about 30-some 

o f f i c e r s . 



and 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Army and A i r . 

REP. DENLINGER: How many c a s e s p e r y e a r 

do t h e y e n t e r i n t o ? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: For a 

c o u r t - m a r t i a l , v i r t u a l l y none. And i t ' s b ecause i t ' s 

m e a n i n g l e s s . So we a r e t h e n f o r c e d t o go t h e 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i s c h a r g e r o u t e , and we go t h a t way. 

So we r e a l l y h a v e n ' t had a c o u r t - m a r t i a l 

i n t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a Guard f o r y e a r s because t h e code 

i s so o u t - o f - d a t e . 

REP. DENLINGER: Sounds l i k e i t was t i m e 

f o r a -¬

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: L i k e I c o u l d 

impose a $50 f i n e on somebody. L i k e t h a t ' s g o i n g t o 

r e a l l y mean a n y t h i n g . That k i n d o f t h i n g . Or I 

c o u l d p u t them i n c o n f i n e m e n t , but I have no p l a c e t o 

c o n f i n e them. I'm n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n p u t t i n g p e o p l e 

i n j a i l . I'm l o o k i n g and i n t e r e s t e d i n g e t t i n g 

someone's a t t e n t i o n t o change t h e i r b e h a v i o r so t h e y 

become and s t a y a p r o d u c t i v e member o f t h e N a t i o n a l 

Guard. 

REP. DENLINGER: W i l l you — w i l l you 

need l e g i s l a t i o n t o t a k e t h a t t h r o u g h t h e f i n a l 

p r o c e s s ? 



MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Yes, s i r . And 

t h a t b i l l has been i n t r o d u c e d by S e n a t o r Mary W h i t e . 

And h e r husband has -- was a JAG o f f i c e r f o r many 

y e a r s , as you p r o b a b l y know, and she's championed 

t h a t and I w o u l d urge a l l members o f t h i s body when 

i t comes t o t h e House t o p l e a s e s u p p o r t t h a t 

measure. I t w o u l d be a g r e a t t o o l i n our -- i n our 

k i t bag. 

REP. DENLINGER: V e r y good. And t h e n 

one l a s t q u e s t i o n , i f I may. J u s t a c l a r i f i c a t i o n o f 

s o m e t h i n g I t h i n k I h e a r d you say e a r l i e r r e g a r d i n g 

t h e -- t h e p l a c e o f p r e d a t o r d r o n e s . 

There i s a p l a n t o f l y t h o s e o v e r 

P e n n s y l v a n i a a i r s p a c e . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: I -¬

REP. DENLINGER: C o u l d you s h a r e w i t h us 

th e n a t u r e o f t h a t ? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Okay. The 

a i r c r a f t I'm t a l k i n g about was an MQ-9 Reaper, and 

t h a t ' s a r e a l l y l a r g e drone a i r c r a f t . 

And we w o u l d have t h e ground c o n t r o l 

u n i t o n l y . So t h e y w o u l d n o t f l y i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

They w o u l d be remote -- we w o u l d f l y them from 

P e n n s y l v a n i a a t a s t a t i o n , b u t t h e a c t u a l a i r c r a f t 

w o u l d o p e r a t e out o f an a i r f i e l d somewhere on t h e 



o t h e r s i d e o f t h e w o r l d . I t c o u l d be t h e M i d d l e 

E a s t . I t c o u l d be anywhere t h e y p u t i t . 

So i t ' s r e m a r k a b l e t e c h n o l o g y . What we 

do f l y h e r e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a i s a much s m a l l e r 

a i r c r a f t c a l l e d t h e Shadow. I t ' s f l o w n by t h e Army 

N a t i o n a l Guard. A l l t h r e e o f our b r i g a d e combat 

teams f l y t h a t . And t h a t f l i e s o v e r c o n t r o l l e d a i r 

space a t F o r t I n d i a n t o w n Gap. 

I t has t o be c o n t r o l l e d a i r space 

because o b v i o u s l y a drone has no p i l o t on b o a r d , 

c a n ' t see a n o t h e r a i r p l a n e . So t h e FAA r e q u i r e s i t 

t o be i n c o m p l e t e l y c o n t r o l l e d m i l i t a r y a i r s p a c e . 

REP. DENLINGER: And — and t h o s e 

f l i g h t s w o u l d be f o r t r a i n i n g p u r p o s e s ? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: T h a t ' s c o r r e c t . 

REP. DENLINGER: Not f o r t h e c o l l e c t i o n 

o f d a t a ? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: No. We're not 

a l l o w e d t o do t h a t . 

REP. DENLINGER: Okay. V e r y good. 

Thank you f o r t h a t c l a r i f i c a t i o n . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: You're welcome. 

REP. DENLINGER: Thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 



q u e s t i o n w i l l be by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S c o t t P e r r y . 

REP. PERRY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Good m o r n i n g , s i r . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Good m o r n i n g . 

REP. PERRY: We l i s t e n e d t o t h e 

q u e s t i o n s from t h e Chairman, and, o f c o u r s e , i t ' s t h e 

Chairman's p r e r o g a t i v e , b u t I -- I have some 

c o n t i n u e d q u e s t i o n s about v e t e r a n s and t h e i r c a r e , as 

we a l l a r e c o n c e r n e d , and e s p e c i a l l y w i t h d i m i n i s h e d 

b u d g e t s , and I a p p r e c i a t e , and I t h i n k e v e r y b o d y i n 

th e body a p p r e c i a t e s , t h e e f f o r t s o f t h e Guard t o 

r e d u c e c o s t s and m a i n t a i n t h e c a r e . 

The -- I'm p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t e d i n 

some c a r e o f a new wi n g i n S p r i n g C i t y . I know i t ' s 

out o f t h e d i s t r i c t I r e p r e s e n t , b u t t h e r e ' s some 

p a r t i c u l a r c a r e t h a t ' s p r o v i d e d t h e r e . 

Can you t e l l me how t h e budget c u t s o r 

th e -- o r t h e -- t h e l e s s f u n d i n g -- r e d u c e d f u n d i n g 

w i l l a f f e c t t h a t ? I s i t open and, i f n o t , when w i l l 

i t open? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Okay. The — 

yo u ' r e t a l k i n g about t h e a d d i t i o n t o t h e home down 

t h e r e , w h i c h i s a 120-bed a d d i t i o n . That i s -¬

s h o u l d r e a c h -- s h o u l d open t h i s summer. J u l y i s t h e 

t a r g e t d a t e . 



And we w i l l t a k e 120 r e s i d e n t s from t h e 

e x i s t i n g f a c i l i t y , move them i n t o t h i s new -- new 

p a r t , new win g , and t h e n we w i l l -- we w i l l engage i n 

a r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and r e b u i l d i n g e f f o r t , e x t e n s i v e 

r e b u i l d i n g e f f o r t o f t h e 120 beds and rooms t h a t we 

v a c a t e . 

So p r o b a b l y i n about a n o t h e r y e a r t o 18 

months w e ' l l be a b l e t o r e o p e n t h e n and i n c r e a s e o ur 

t o t a l c ensus i n t h e s o u t h e a s t home by a n o t h e r 120. 

So we were -- when we f o u n d -- t h a t was 

one o f t h e homes t h a t was way o v e r budget i n terms o f 

c o s t p e r c a r e . So -- b u t we -- we have a p l a n now so 

w e ' l l be a b l e t o t a k e c a r e o f -- and we're 

c o n c e n t r a t i n g m a i n l y -- we're b e g i n n i n g t o s h i f t o u r 

emphasis more t o t h e v e t e r a n s t h a t need more c a r e , 

w h i c h I'm t a l k i n g s k i l l e d n u r s i n g c a r e and d e m e n t i a 

c a r e . 

So we w i l l c o n t i n u e t o expand t h a t 

c a p a b i l i t y and p r o b a b l y be -- s t a r t -- s t a r t t o be 

r e d u c i n g what we c a l l d o m i c i l i a r y c a r e o r r e g u l a r 

p e r s o n a l c a r e . 

So t h i s summer w e ' l l open t h e 120-bed 

a d d i t i o n , t h e n r e n o v a t e t h e -- t h e rooms t h a t t h e y 

came out o f , t h e n a n o t h e r y e a r l a t e r we s h o u l d be 

a b l e t o open t h a t and expand our a b i l i t y t o c a r e f o r 



even more v e t e r a n s . 

REP. PERRY: And w i t h t h e r e d u c t i o n s i n 

v e t e r a n s -- t h e v e t e r a n s home a p p r o p r i a t i o n and 

i n c r e a s e o r e x p e c t e d i n c r e a s e i n p o p u l a t i o n n e e d i n g 

t h a t c a r e , you s t i l l a r e c o n f i d e n t t h a t t h e s t a t e 

w i l l be a b l e and t h e department w i l l be a b l e t o 

p r o v i d e t h a t c a r e o v e r t h e l o n g term? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: I am. And what 

happened i n t h a t home, we -- we u s e d t o have 

d o m i c i l i a r y u n i t s o u t s i d e t h e home, w h i c h were l i k e 

p r e f a b h o u s i n g . They were condemned because t h e y 

were i n s t r u c t u r a l -- i n danger o f s t r u c t u r a l 

c o l l a p s e . S e v e r a l y e a r s ago we moved t h e p e o p l e out 

o f t h e r e , and t h e n we d i s c o v e r e d t h i s y e a r t h a t t h e r e 

were no l a y o f f s i n t h e homes. 

So h e r e we had a home t h a t had 60 l e s s 

v e t e r a n s t o t a k e c a r e o f and e x c e s s s t a f f . So t h a t ' s 

where a l o t o f t h e s e f u r l o u g h s a r e coming out o f . 

Now, i n p r o b a b l y a y e a r and a h a l f o r 

two y e a r s w e ' l l have t o ramp up t h o s e when we add 

more p e o p l e t o t h e s e n ewly r e n o v a t e d w i n g s . 

REP. PERRY: Thank you, g e n e r a l . 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Gary Day. 

REP. DAY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Thank you f o r b e i n g h e r e t o d a y . 

F u n d i n g p r e s s u r e u s u a l l y c u l m i n a t e s , you 

know, i n base r e a l i g n m e n t and c l o s u r e d i s c u s s i o n s , 

and I'm j u s t c u r i o u s what i s y o u r p l a n s o r -- o r what 

i s y o u r v i s i o n o f t h e f u t u r e as f a r as any f u t u r e 

r e d u c t i o n s , maybe i n t h i s b udget, but a l s o i n f u t u r e 

y e a r s as w e l l ? 

A r e t h e r e t h i n g s on y o u r mind t h a t 

y o u ' r e l o o k i n g a t t h a t need t o be -- you know, 

i n s t a l l a t i o n s o r o p e r a t i o n s t h a t need t o be r e d u c e d 

o r c l o s e d a c r o s s t h e Commonwealth, but s p e c i f i c a l l y 

i n t h e K u t z t o w n and A l l e n t o w n a r e a as w e l l ? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: I can t e l l you 

none i n t h e K u t z t o w n and A l l e n t o w n a r e a . We have 

s e v e r a l a r m o r i e s t h e r e , and I don't see any need 

o r -- o r d e s i r e t o c l o s e any o f t h o s e . 

The base r e a l i g n m e n t and c l o s i n g 

c o m m i s s i o n w o u l d p r o b a b l y i m p a c t a c t i v e d u t y 

i n s t a l l a t i o n s more t h a n any o t h e r , and t h e y w o u l d be 

t h e t h r e e d e p o t s i n t h e s t a t e and/or t h e Army War 

C o l l e g e . 

P e r s o n a l l y s p e a k i n g , my p e r s o n a l 

o p i n i o n , t h e Army War C o l l e g e i s a t some r i s k . We 



a r e w o r k i n g w i t h t h e commandant o f t h e War C o l l e g e . 

We t h i n k i t ' s a g r e a t i n v e s t m e n t . We want t o keep i t 

t h e r e . The m i l i t a r y s p e n t a t o n o f money u p g r a d i n g 

t h e f a c i l i t i e s t h e r e . 

I t ' s c l o s e t o W a s h i n g t o n , D.C so t h e y 

r e g u l a r l y g e t h i g h l e v e l s p e a k e r s t h a t come r i g h t 

f rom W a s h i n g t o n because i t ' s so e a s y t o g e t t h e r e . 

So -- b u t c e r t a i n l y i n t h e N a t i o n a l 

Guard s i d e , we may have one o r two a r m o r i e s t h a t we 

m i g h t want -- want t o combine. But we've done a l o t 

o f t h a t i n t h e p a s t -- not a l o t . We've done some o f 

t h a t i n t h e p a s t s i x o r seven y e a r s . 

I don't see a n y t h i n g on t h e new -- on 

t h e h o r i z o n t h a t w o u l d cause us t o do t h a t . Because 

we want t o r e m a i n a community-based o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

I t ' s i m p o r t a n t f o r us t o be i n t h e 80 o r 

85 c o m m u n i t i e s t h a t we a r e i n f o r r e c r u i t i n g , 

r e t e n t i o n p u r p o s e s , f o r g e t t i n g t h e m i l i t a r y -- t h e 

p e o p l e a chance t o see m i l i t a r y p e o p l e . 

And, a l s o , when t h e G o v e r n o r c a l l s us, 

i t ' s good t o be i n downtown K u t z t o w n , i f t h a t ' s where 

t h e t r o u b l e i s , r a t h e r t h a n have t o come from 

I n d i a n t o w n Gap t o get t h e r e . 

REP. DAY: Thank you f o r t h a t answer. 



t h a t you t a l k e d a b o u t . J u s t t o g i v e you an 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e a l l y c l e a r t h i s -- t h i s q u e s t i o n out 

o r c l e a r t h i s a i r . 

The -- t h e use o f t h e d r o n e s w o u l d be 

f o r t r a i n i n g p u r p o s e s , i s my u n d e r s t a n d i n g , o n l y . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: T h a t ' s c o r r e c t . 

REP. DAY: Would you e v e r use -- w o u l d 

you e v e r use t h e t r a i n i n g i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h any 

o t h e r d o m e s t i c a g e n c i e s , you know, i n P e n n s y l v a n i a ? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: No. T h a t ' s n o t 

been r e q u e s t e d . That w o u l d have t o be c l e a r e d 

o b v i o u s l y t h r o u g h l e g a l c h a n n e l s t o do t h a t . 

I t ' s been h y p o t h e s i z e d t h a t p o s s i b l y i f 

t h e r e was a l a r g e s c a l e d i s a s t e r and we wanted t o g e t 

somebody out t h e r e r i g h t away, we m i g h t be a b l e t o 

send t h a t a i r c r a f t o u t , i f a s k e d . 

A g a i n , t h e r e ' s c l e a r a n c e s i n v o l v e d 

b e cause i t ' s a p i l o t l e s s a i r c r a f t t h a t c a n ' t see 

o t h e r a i r p l a n e s . So you depend on t h e one p i l o t 

s p o t t i n g i t and i t ' s s m a l l and i t ' s l i g h t w e i g h t , 

v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o -- so you want t o a v o i d any a i r 

c o l l i s i o n s . 

So I don't f o r e s e e any r e a l o p p o r t u n i t y 

o f t h a t because I have a l o t o f r o t a r y w i n g 

a i r c r a f t . I f we want t o go see what's g o i n g on on 



t h e ground, we p u t s p o t t e r s out t h e r e i n t h e -- i n 

t h e h e l i c o p t e r s and f i n d i t t h a t way. 

REP. DAY: I s t h e s p o t t i n g done by 

manpower t h e n as opposed t o e l e c t r o n i c s , l i k e r a d a r 

and t h a t ? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: I f we're u s i n g 

h e l i c o p t e r s , i t ' s done by manpower. The Shadow t h a t 

we're t a l k i n g about has two cameras on b o a r d . And 

t h a t has a r e a l - t i m e d o w n l o a d i n g t o t h e c o n t r o l 

s t a t i o n . 

REP. DAY: I'm t r y i n g t o g i v e you an 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o e x p l a i n whether i t ' s a g a i n s t t h e law 

t o do t h a t o r whether i t ' s m i l i t a r y p o l i c y , a g a i n s t 

m i l i t a r y p o l i c y t o use our -- your f a c i l i t i e s f o r 

d o m e s t i c a i d . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: The N a t i o n a l 

Guard, when -- when m o b i l i z e d by t h e G o v e r n o r , can do 

law e n f o r c e m e n t - t y p e work i n a l i m i t e d s c a l e . 

We're n o t a l l o w e d t o , q u o t e , spy o r 

i n t e l l i g e n t -- do any i n t e l l i g e n c e c o l l e c t i o n i n -¬

no m a t t e r what s t a t u s we're i n . So I don't f o r e s e e 

t h a t b e i n g u s e d a t a l l . 

REP. DAY: Thank you. I a p p r e c i a t e y o u r 

answer. 



t o ask a s p e c i f i c q u e s t i o n . I want you t o be a b l e t o 

use your -- t h e way you r e p o r t t h i s . 

But t h e manpower, t h e head c o u n t under 

your p u r v i e w , i n c l u d i n g s o l d i e r s o r -- o r j u s t any 

t y p e o f r e p o r t i n g . I'm n a i v e . I don't know what -¬

how do you do t h a t , b u t I don't want t o make you 

c r e a t e new d a t a . 

How do you answer t h e q u e s t i o n o f what 

i s t h e head c o u n t under your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: I'm w e l l aware o f t h e 

f a c t t h a t I have 15,285 N a t i o n a l Guard Army s o l d i e r s , 

and I have 3,981 A i r Guardsmen. 

We're b o t h o v e r a hu n d r e d p e r c e n t o f what 

we're a l l o c a t e d by about a h a l f t o one p e r c e n t , 

because our r e c r u i t i n g and r e t e n t i o n has been so 

s u c c e s s f u l h e r e . 

I n a d d i t i o n , I have c l o s e t o 2,000 s t a t e 

w o r k e r s who work p r i m a r i l y i n t h e s t a t e ' s v e t e r a n s 

homes and a l s o do m a i n t e n a n c e f o r me a t F o r t 

I n d i a n t o w n Gap and t h e a r m o r i e s . 

Of t h o s e numbers, a p p r o x i m a t e l y 20 t o -- 20 

p e r c e n t a r e f u l l - t i m e employees. The o t h e r s a r e 

p a r t - t i m e , s uch as I was f o r 31 y e a r s . I had a 

c i v i l i a n c a r e e r and a l s o worked i n t h e Guard. 



answers t o d a y . I r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e i t . 

Mr. Chairman, t h a n k you f o r your t i m e . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

Rep -- I ' d l i k e t o acknowledge t h e p r e s e n c e 

of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S c a v e l l o , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e B r i a n 

E l l i s , and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e B r o w n l e e t h a t have j o i n e d 

us from t h e A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Committee. 

A l s o l i k e t o acknowledge t h e p r e s e n c e o f 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e R i c k Saccone who has j o i n e d u s . 

A t t h i s t i m e I ' d l i k e t o acknowledge and 

p r e s e n t t h e D e m o c r a t i c C h a i r o f t h e committee, 

M i l i t a r y and V e t e r a n s A f f a i r s , Emergency 

P r e p a r e d n e s s , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C h r i s S a i n a t o . 

REP. SAINATO: Thank you, Chairman A d o l p h . 

Thank you, M a j o r G e n e r a l Greg. 

I , t o o , w o u l d l i k e t o commend you and your 

s t a f f and t h e s e r v i c e m e n and women -¬

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Thank you. 

REP. SAINATO: -- f o r t h e j o b t h a t you do and 

on b e h a l f o f m y s e l f and Chairman B a r r a r f o r t h e 

c o o p e r a t i o n and t h e commitment you've shown t o w a r d 

our committee t h e p a s t 16, 17 months. Because we've 

been a v e r y a c t i v e c o m m i t t e e . 



REP. SAINATO: Y e s t e r d a y we were h e a r i n g 

from FEMA and a l l t h e d i s a s t e r s t h a t have o c c u r r e d . 

And a n o t h e r m ajor a s p e c t o f our committee i s 

t h e v e t e r a n s a f f a i r s end o f i t , and we've had t h a t 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o t o u r t h e v e t e r a n s home i n t h e 

s o u t h e a s t . We've had t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o be a t 

I n d i a n t o w n Gap w i t h you and your s t a f f . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: R i g h t . 

REP. SAINATO: And I ' d l i k e t o commend you 

f o r t h a t , and my s t a f f and Chairman B a r r a r ' s s t a f f , 

you know, have been v e r y busy w o r k i n g w i t h y o u r s t a f f 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 

REP. SAINATO: And we do a p p r e c i a t e t h e 

c o o p e r a t i o n , because we a l l a r e on t h e same page as 

f a r as t r y i n g t o s e r v e t h e needs and p r o t e c t i n g , you 

know, our s o i l and t o make s u r e t h e v e t e r a n s a r e -¬

a r e t a k e n c a r e o f . I t i s , you know, v i t a l l y 

i m p o r t a n t , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e s e -- t h e s e t i m e s . 

So we've had many q u e s t i o n s from, you know, 

some o f t h e members h e r e t o d a y . I do -- I'd l i k e t o 

ask two. 

The budget p r o p o s a l t r a n s f e r i s $408,000 

from v e t e r a n s a s s i s t a n c e t o a p r o p o s e d v e t e r a n s 

s e r v i c e and v e t e r a n s o u t r e a c h r e s t r i c t e d a c c o u n t . 



our v e t e r a n s w i l l r e c e i v e a s s i s t a n c e o r from whom 

t h e y w i l l r e c e i v e a s s i s t a n c e ? 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Yes. We t h i n k i t w i l l 

be -- w e ' l l be a b l e t o p r o v i d e more s e r v i c e s q u i c k e r 

w i t h t h e way we're d o i n g t h i s . 

The v e t e r a n s f o u n d a t i o n t h a t we're s e t t i n g 

up w i l l be f u n d e d by a o n e - t i m e d i s b u r s e m e n t from 

t h i s r e s t r i c t e d a c c o u n t o f a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s , and 

t h i s v e t e r a n s f o u n d a t i o n w i l l a l l o w us t o work w i t h 

l o c a l c h a r i t i e s . And t h e r e ' s 82, f o r i n s t a n c e , t h a t 

t a k e c a r e o f homeless p e o p l e and homeless v e t e r a n s . 

The P e n n s y l v a n i a -- t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a 

M u l t i - S e r v i c e C e n t e r f o r V e t e r a n s , t h e P i t t s b u r g h 

L e a d e r s h i p C e n t e r , t h e S a n c t u a r y i n A l l e n t o w n , t h e 

H e a l i n g Hounds i n Camp H i l l and H a r r i s b u r g and t h e 

YMCA a l l d e a l w i t h one p a r t o r a n o t h e r o f t h e 

v e t e r a n ' s c a r e and t h e y ' r e r i g h t down a t t h e 

g r a s s r o o t s where t h e v e t e r a n s l i v e and work. 

And t h i s v e t e r a n s f o u n d a t i o n w i l l a l l o w us 

t o g i v e g r a n t s t o t h e s e -- t h e s e k i n d o f c h a r i t i e s 

t h a t work t o p r o v i d e such tremendous s e r v i c e and 

s u p p o r t t o our v e t e r a n s . 

And, i n a d d i t i o n , t h i s v e t e r a n s s e r v i c e s -¬

v e t e r a n s s e r v i c e s a c c o u n t a l s o has an a d d i t i o n a l 

700,000 i n i t t h a t i s f u n d e d f o r t h i s budget y e a r , 



w h i c h w i l l a l l o w us t o grow our g r a n t s t o t h e 

V e t e r a n s S e r v i c e O u t r e a c h Program, what I c a l l A c t 

66, and t h a t w i l l be a 50 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e i n t h i s 

a c c o u n t and a l l o w us t o i n c r e a s e -- t o go from 39 t o 

about -- c l o s e t o 50 a c c r e d i t e d v e t e r a n s e r v i c e s 

o f f i c e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e s t a t e drawn from t h e r a n k s o f 

t h e V e t e r a n s o f F o r e i g n Wars, t h e A m e r i c a n L e g i o n , 

and o t h e r c i v i l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

And t h e i r s o l e p u r p o s e i s t o f i n d v e t e r a n s 

i n need o f c a r e , f i n d v e t e r a n s who can g e t f u n d i n g 

from t h e f e d e r a l V e t e r a n s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , h e l p them 

f i l l o u t t h e paperwork, h e l p them f o l l o w up, be s u r e 

t h e y g e t t h e c a r e , and a l s o send them t o h o s p i t a l s 

and --and v e t e r a n s c e n t e r s , t h e 12 v e t e r a n s c e n t e r s 

we have i n t h e s t a t e i f t h e y need t h a t k i n d o f h e l p . 

So we t h i n k t h i s w i l l be a tremendous 

i n c r e a s e i n what i s an i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f our j o b , and 

t h a t ' s o u t r e a c h t o 950,000 v e t e r a n s t h a t a r e t h e r e , 

on t o p o f t h e 1,500 we have i n t h e v e t e r a n s homes. 

So f o r a sum o f about a m i l l i o n s e v e n we 

t h i n k we can e x p l o d e our o u t r e a c h t o t h e v e t e r a n s 

p o p u l a t i o n by a c o n s i d e r a b l e amount. 

REP. SAINATO: A n o t h e r q u e s t i o n . What i s 

t h e p r o s c r i b e d manner t h a t a v e t e r a n can get i n t o a 

s t a t e v e t e r a n s home? 



MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: He has t o f i l l o u t an 

a p p l i c a t i o n . We have a w a i t i n g l i s t o f about s e v e r a l 

h u n d r e d . And j u s t go by o r d e r -- by o r d e r f i r s t 

i n -- l e t me see. F i r s t i n -- f i r s t o u t -- no f i r s t 

i n , l a s t o u t . 

But i t ' s a d a t e o r d e r . As soon as t h a t 

accommodation e x i s t s , we p u t them i n . And i t ' s done 

s t r i c t l y i n d a t e o r d e r . So t h e s o o n e r you a p p l y t h e 

so o n e r you g e t i n . 

REP. SAINATO: Okay. I t h i n k t h a t ' s -- I 

mean we g e t t h a t q u e s t i o n e v e r y once i n a w h i l e . A 

l o t o f t i m e s t h e y a l w a y s t h i n k i t ' s a f e d e r a l VA 

home . 

And u n t i l we had t h a t o p p o r t u n i t y t o t o u r 

t h e f a c i l i t y i n t h e s o u t h e a s t and r e a l l y get a 

hands-on t o see t h e work t h a t ' s done and t h e p e o p l e 

t h a t a r e s e r v i n g t h e r e , I t h i n k a l o t o f our -- our 

r e s i d e n t s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a don't know t h e work t h a t ' s 

b e i n g done. 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG. I t h i n k y o u ' r e r i g h t . 

We -- one o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t r e a l l y makes our home 

d i f f e r e n t , each home has a v o l u n t e e r c o u n c i l t h a t 

s u p p o r t s them, and i t ' s u s u a l l y drawn from l o c a l 

v e t e r a n s . 



v o l u n t e e r s r e a l l y h e l p s make t h a t home a home away 

from home. I t g i v e s them t h e home atmosphere t h a t 

you w i l l f i n d i n a l l our homes t h a t you may n o t f i n d 

i n a f o r - p r o f i t . 

REP. SAINATO: Yeah. I t h i n k I a g r e e w i t h 

you. And I saw how t h e y ' r e making i t f e e l l i k e -¬

l i k e y o u r home. 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Yeah. 

REP. SAINATO: And t h e new model t h a t 

t h e y ' r e u s i n g and t h e e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f t h a t model 

seemed t o be w o r k i n g v e r y w e l l w i t h t h e home t h a t we 

had seen and t h e r e s i d e n t s seemed t o be happy. 

And I t h i n k t h a t ' s p r o b a b l y t h e most 

i m p o r t a n t . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: I t i s . 

REP. SAINATO: I mean t h e y ' v e s e r v e d our 

c o u n t r y . They s h o u l d be t r e a t e d w i t h d i g n i t y and 

r e s p e c t , you know, i n t h e i r l a t e r p a r t o f l i f e . And 

we t h a n k you and y o u r o f f i c e f o r t h a t . 

But I -- I w o u l d l i k e t o , j u s t i n c l o s i n g , 

t h a n k you and a l l who has s e r v e d and w i l l c o n t i n u e t o 

s e r v e . B ecause, as you s a i d , i n my a r e a i n w e s t e r n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , I have a v e r y h i g h number o f v e t e r a n s . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: C e r t a i n l y . 

REP. SAINATO: W o r l d War I I v e t e r a n s K o r e a n 



v e t e r a n s , W o r l d -- o r V i e t n a m v e t e r a n s . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Uh-huh 

REP. SAINATO: D e s e r t Storm. You name i t , 

t h e y ' v e s e r v e d . I n P e n n s y l v a n i a i n g e n e r a l when t h e 

c a l l came o v e r t h e y e a r s t h e y were a l w a y s t h e r e . 

And, you know, w i t h t h e t r a d i t i o n w h i c h we 

have, we s h o u l d a l l be v e r y p r o u d o f a l l o f t h e work 

t h a t you do. So t h a n k you, M a j o r G e n e r a l . 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: Thank you. 

REP. SAINATO: Thank you, Chairmen A d o l p h 

and M arkosek. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you, Chairman. 

I ' d l i k e t o acknowledge t h e p r e s e n c e o f 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C h e r e l l e P a r k e r who has j o i n e d us. 

M a j o r G e n e r a l , I want t o t h a n k you f o r 

your t e s t i m o n y t h i s m o r n i n g , and I want t o t h a n k you 

f o r t h e s e r v i c e t h a t you do f o r t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a 

v e t e r a n s , and l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o w o r k i n g w i t h you 

o v e r t h e n e x t s e v e r a l months t o g e t t h i s budget 

b a l a n c e d . 

And I know I'm s p e a k i n g f o r Chairman 

Markosek. I f -- i f y o u r s t a f f o r you need any 

a s s i s t a n c e from t h e l e g i s l a t u r e , p l e a s e , f e e l f r e e t o 

c o n t a c t u s . 



And w e ' l l keep you i n f o r m e d on t h i s o n g o i n g d e b a t e on 

th e f e d e r a l l e v e l w i t h t h e i m p a c t on t h e A i r Guard. 

W e ' l l keep you i n t h e l o o p on t h a t as w e l l . 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Thank you v e r y much. 

MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG: You're v e r y 

welcome. 

CHAIRMAN ADOLPH: Okay. F or t h e 

members' i n f o r m a t i o n , I have c o n t a c t e d t h e Department 

o f S t a t e and -- t o see i f t h e y w o u l d be a b l e t o j o i n 

us a t 10:30 r a t h e r t h a n e l e v e n o ' c l o c k . So h o p e f u l l y 

our n e x t h e a r i n g w i l l s t a r t a t 10:30. 

Thank you. 

(The p r o c e e d i n g s were a d j o u r n e d a t 

10:19 a.m.) 



I h e r e b y c e r t i f y t h a t t h e p r o c e e d i n g s and 

e v i d e n c e a r e c o n t a i n e d f u l l y and a c c u r a t e l y i n t h e 

n o t e s t a k e n by me on t h e w i t h i n p r o c e e d i n g s and t h a t 

t h i s i s a c o r r e c t t r a n s c r i p t o f t h e same. 
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