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Dear Committee Representatives:

It is d great pleasure to be invited here today to provide my comments to
HouseBill 1717. As| wasinstructed to keep my remarks very brief, | feel that |
should provide a little background on who I am and what | do so that you can
have a better understanding of why | oppose this proposed legidation. | am a
Former Professor of Nutrition at Central Pennsylvania College, a Former
Student Group Advisor a Penn State University, a Serninal Lectures and
Instructo on Natural Health as well as a published author of numerous articles,
journal reports. and books on Natural Hedth with my latest publication
scheduled for a January 2012 release. 1am also one of only three Naturopaths
on the East Coast who speeialize in teaching, researching and writing on Reams
Biochemistry. A small business owner since 1975, and all of thisin addition to
being atrained Traditional Naturopath and a Natural Health Consultant, with
offices in both The Commionwealth of Pennsylvania and the State of North
Carolina.

In regards to House Bill 1717, there are numerous items that 1feel would be
of detriment and irreparabledamage to the citizens of The Commonwealth. To
start with this bill would drastically reduce natural health care options for
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consumers. Currently there are approximately 300 Traditional Naturopathswith
N.D. professiona degreesin Pennsylvaniaand large riimbers of complementary
and adternative natural health care practitioners providing options for
consumers. There are approximately only 30 naturopathic dectors who would
qualify for licénsure under this proposed legidation. If this legidation would
pass, that would put several hundred small businesses and employers out of
business. From an economic standpoint, | fed that greater harm would be
inflicted on the citizens by loss of hedth care options and loss of businesses
with the proposed legidation as written than would benefit. In addition, this
would eliminate the Freedom of Choice for the citizens that are so dearly
advocated in both the United States Congtitution and The Pennsylvania
Congtitution. In addition to the issue a hand, one hasto look at the possibility
of Anti-Trust Law Violations.

In regards to specific wording in this proposcd legidation, there would
appear to b some sort of misunderstanding on behalf of people asto the nature
of naturopathy. Naturopathy isnot the practice of Medicine. Naturopaths work
in the field of Nature and not in the field of Swurgery, Pharmaceuticals and
related. Nor do naturopaths prescribe and or diagnoseany Medica condition. In
this proposed legislation, it would appear that the understanding of what is and
is not “naturopathy”™ IS greatly misunderstood and this bill would provide for
specific individualsto basically be Physicians Assistants who practice atlopathic
medicine, but that also do some natural hedth care practices. Nowherein any
dictionary, law book or related is there an understanding that natural is
allopathic. Naturopathy iSnot medical and or any form of Medical Services.

r

In addition, this proposcd legislation would umbrella the Naturopaths under
the control of the Pennsylvania Medical Board. Considering the fact that
medical practitioners arenot gene aly trained in the natural healthcare practices
or naturopathy, a massivediscrepancy of understanding and training on specific
subjeets, modalities and scope of practiceswould be experienced and it could,
over time, |ead to the medicalization of naturopathy itself.

This proposed legidation lists modalities that would be permitted, even
though they are not natural or naturopathic modalities; examples are
venipuncture, blood drawing, radiography and radiographic imaging, bio-
identical honnones, pharmaceutical prescription privileges and even surgely.
All of those modalitiesarc allopathic and not natural.
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With this dated. | fed as a citizen of the Commonwealth, a Traditional
Naturopath, a taxpayer and a businessowner that agreater harm would result to
the Commonwesdlth if the committee voted to approve thislegidation than the
benefit that would bc achieved. What | would like to sec proposedto help the
Citizens of this Commonwealth is a Hedth Freedom Bill like those passed in
other states that would provide Fo greater freedoms of choice, easier access to
al competent providersand would actually increase business, employment and
revenuefor The Commonwedlth.

Therefore, I honorable would request that this committee vote to not proceed
with House Bill 1717.

Thank you for your time and as | was ingtructed to keep my timein front of
you bncf, | will be honored to answer any gquestions the individual committee
members may have after this hearing.

Respectfully submitted,

Dwayne Haus, N.D, Rev,, CNHP., CHE.



