
Good afternoon, my name is Jean Ruhf and I am the Executive Director for the 

Endless Mountains Visitors Bureau. We cover 4 counties here in northeastern 

Pennsylvania - Bradford, Sullivan, Susquehanna and Wyoming counties. I am 
* 

here today to testify for the tourism benefits that the wine and now the brewing 

industry have created in our area. 

I began working for the bureau in 2006 just when many of the wineries were also 

beginning. The bureau worked hard on getting all of the wineries to join our 

organization and we created the first wine brochure in 2008 calling it the Grape 

Escape. A t  that time the wineries were too busy getting their businesses started 

to spend their time and energy on creating their own wine trail so we were more 

than happy to step in and a t  least begin the marketing for them as a whole. To 

date we have distributed over 100,000 brochures promoting the wineries in 

addition to having their information in our annual guide. The wineries have since 

formed the Endless Mountains Wine Trail and are hosting their inaugural event, 

Wine & Treat, on October 2oth & 21". Wine festivals in our region have really 

taken off and are a huge fundraiser for many of our non-profit organizations. 

From fire companies, Rotary Clubs, American Legions to museums it's hard to find 

a month when there isn't a t  least one wine festival if not many more. One of the 

first festivals in our area was the Wyalusing Valley Wine Festival which started in 






