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CCAC, Boyce Campus Auditorium
Testimony from Maury Burgwin
President, Mon Yough Area Chamber of Commerce

Chairman Rafferty, Senator Brewster and members of the
Senate Transportation Committee. Thank you for this
opportunity to appear before the Senate Transportation
Committee on the issue of transportation funding through Senate
Bill #1 and the Mon Fayette Expressway. | am President of the
Mon Yough Area Chamber of Commerce which represents
approximately 300 businesses in 36 Mon Valley communities

along the Monongahela River from Elizabeth to Homestead.

The Chamber’s history dates back over 100 years and we have
always been an advocate for the completion of the Mon Fayette
Expressway. | am here today to express our support of passage
of Senate Bill #1.

As we say in our Mission Statement: The Mon Yough Area

Chamber of Commerce is committed to sustaining and
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expanding the region's prosperity by uniting business and

community. This is why we are here today!

We are here to discuss the opportunities that SB #1 presents for
the Mon Valley and beyond. In my work with the chamber over
the last three years, | have come to know that the people here in
the valley are a diligent and hard working breed and that our

public servants care deeply about our region’s prosperity.

The single most important economic development issue for our
region is completion of Mon-Fayette from Route 51 to Interstate
376.

Here is why this project is so important to the economic vitality of
the Greater Mon Valley. This project will spur massive new
business investment in our Mon Valley by improving access to
nine major developable sites along the Monongahela containing

over 800 acres of commercial/industrial real estate.

The approved route for the expressway north from RT 51 in
Large, PA will provide direct highway access to 1600
manufacturing and related firms that employ over 22,000 people.

Some of the notable firms along this route are US Steel Irvin
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Works, National Tube and the Clairton Coke Works which is
largest coke producer in the United States. Other companies in
the region include major suppliers to the resurging gas and oil
industries such as Dura Bond and CP Industries, and the largest
supplier of Nuclear Propulsion equipment to the Navy, Bechtel
Bettis.

With direct access to highways you have companies such as
Kennywood. who is poised to invest millions of dollars to
. significantly expand their holdings with a hotel and vastly
expanded park attractions. Direct access to the highway would

make Kennywood a national destination.

A major underutilized asset unique to our Mon Valley region is
the Allegheny County Airport in West Mifflin with its 6500 foot
runway. This airport is the seventh busiest airport in
Pennsylvania. The number of operations (75,000 takeoffs and
landings per year) outpaces several airports that handle

commercial or scheduled flights in Pennsylvania.

According to a McComick Taylor technical memorandum 71% of
responding firms said they will use the Expressway. 25% of the
respondents said they would hire additional employees.

According to the SPC the expressway would reduce traffic on
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route 51 by 25% and likewise reduce traffic on neighborhood

streets by up to 40%.

The expressway also would have multimodal benefits for mass
transit. The Mon Fayette can be directly linked to the Martin
Luther King Busway giving the citizens of the Mon Valley and

Monroeville direct limited access transit into Pittsburgh.

The synergy of our existing rail and river transportation with new
highway access would position the Mon Valley for new
prosperity, becoming a hub for new business development, jobs
and intermodal commerce. This new investment and
development would promote community redevelopment in 47

communities.

Transportation funding creates jobs, with engineering and design
jobs immediately, leading to both construction jobs and
manufacturing jobs throughout the construction supply chain.
And, at the end of a project, there is a transportation
enhancement that irhproves the economic competitiveness of
the Commonwealth and leads to economic growth and more

jobs.



For the record, | am submitting an email petition sent to our
membership asking for support of passage of Senate Bill #1 with
58 signatures including unanimous support from the Mon Yough

Area Chamber Board of Directors.

On behalf of Mon Yough Area Chamber of Commerce and the
people and communities of the greater Mon Valley, | thank you
for the chance to provide this testimony and welcome any

questions.
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Editorials

Let’s pass a Transportation funding plan that does the job!

Underinvestment in transportation over decades has resulted in a crisis for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. One only
needs to refer to the Governor’s own commission on transportation to understand the depth of the crisis we face. The
Pennsylvania Transportation Funding Advisory Commission Report (TFAC) documented $3.5 billion of unmet annual

transportation needs and called for an additional $2.5 billion annual investment to address highway, bridge, and transit
needs.

Let’s remember that Governor Corbett was elected because he believed in limited government and fiscal restraint. He has
not changed his tune. As a result of the work of his commission on transportation, the Governor now clearly understands
that the transportation crisis we face is real.

The Governor’s plan for transportation funding is an excellent first step. His leadership on this issue is to be commended.
In year five, the plan will finally reach its maximum level of funding of $1.8 billion per year — costing the average driver
just 43 cents more per week in transportation taxes and fees. But, we can and must do more to ensure safe highways and
bridges as well as construction of new highway projects essential for economic development,

For the Mon Valley region, a robust transportation funding plan would repair numerous unsafe bridges and crumbling
roads. A higher level of funding would also provide a better opportunity to advance the currently stalled PA Route 51 to [-
376 Mon Valley/Fayette Expressway. The Mon Valley/Fayette Expressway is the single most important economic
development project for the Mon Valley. Completing the twenty-four mile Allegheny County Expressway section would
provide access to Mon Valley brownfield development sites and communities as well as addressing traffic congestion on
the Parkway East.

The entire rationale for the entire Expressway network was built on the need to develop a modemn highway system to
address the collapse of the steel industry decades ago. With the completion of a bridge over the Monongahela River in
August 2012, sixty miles of the Expressway from 1-68 in West Virginia to Route 51 in Pennsylvania is now opened for
traffic. 1t’s time we focused on completing the section of the Expressway in the region that still suffers from the collapse
of basic industry.

Let’s encourage our local legislators and our Governor to pass a transportation funding plan with sufficient funding that
will addresses our transportation crisis and provide for completion of the Mon Valley/Fayette Expressway.

Joseph P. Kirk is Executive Director of The Mon Valley Progress Council, Inc. which works closely with the MYAC
advocating for completion of the Mon Valley/Fayette Expressway.

Maury Burgwin, President, Mon Yough Area Chamber of Commerce



Call me crazy — but it’s time to complete the Mon Valley Expressway.

Sure. I know all the reasons why if shouldn’t be done. Critics say that the nearly $4 billion dollars estimated to be needed
for completion of the final leg of the Expressway — which would result in linking the City of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh
International Airport, Eastern suburbs, and Fayette region all the way to Morgantown — is too expensive. Well — it
certainly is more expensive now than it would have been if it had been completed in the 19505 when it was first proposed.
Or, in the 1980s when it was clear that the region needed a big economic boost to help it recover from Big Steel’s demise.
But in the future, the project will bring a return on investment to many communities along the Monongahela River and
beyond — and this ROI must be factored in when determining costs. And, let’s face it, the construction costs aren’t going to
get any cheaper.

Then too, critics say the road just isn’t used that much. | don’t get to use the word “feckless” often, but here it is! Of
course the road won’t be used nearly as much until it connects to Oakland and the Airport. Data collected in 2008 is still
often taken as an indication that the road is not “popular” — but that data does not take into consideration usage since the
completion of the Uniontown to Brownsville segment, let alone give reasonable expectations of the usage when the road
finally links to Oakland.

One can certainly empathize with those who express concern about the possible pollution any roadway may bring. Yet —
this is not a problem specific to the Mon Valley Expressway — but to highway driving in general. The answer to the
problem can’t be that we only allow rural (unpopulated) communities to connect via highways. Not every commuter can
ride their bike from Morgantown to Downtown. Many options for greener transportation must be explored and
implemented — but locking the Mon Valley into a roadway system that is inadequate and obsolete exacts a penalty from
Mon Valley residents which is not required of residents in the North and South of Allegheny County - or of other
prosperous regions in the state and nation. Governor Corbett has suggested a gas tax in order to fund road and bridge
repair. The Commonwealth needs both repair and new construction to remain a viable business attraction. John Horsley,
former executive director of the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials, has recommended a
percentage sales tax on fuels. Perhaps the Commonwealth should explore such an option. We cannot continue to
underfund transportation — and to place the burden of road-building solely on future generations. This cost-shifting is even
more burdensome than taxation - because a crumbling and archaic infrastructure exacts an additional cost by stifling
economic growth, and negatively impacting standards of living for communities and citizens alike.

The truth is that the value of the Mon Valley Expressway cannot be understood as long as we view it merely as a road —
and not what it is — both a historic and future corridor. The corridor of the Mon Valley exists today as a hodgepodge of
communities that have learned through hard times that working together brings results for all. The Mon Valley
Expressway was envisioned as making this corridor visible, navigable, and viable — with the goal being linking together
university communities in Pittsburgh with the university community in Morgantown — in the hope of sparking a technical
corridor that would be attractive to the bio-tech, energy, robotics, and other technical and scientific businesses—as well as
others. Of course — merely building a road does not create a Corridor -planning, vision, and concerted efforts must be
exerted as well, But — the road lays the foundation and makes the corridor viable and attractive. We have already seen new
business arise along the existing roadway - even without the crucial Pittsburgh connection.

Ironically, while the ebbing steel and energy sectors were originally among the reasons the Mon Valley Expressway was
begun in earnest the 1980s, the re-emergence of these sectors is the very reason the roadway must be completed now. For
the expanded Clairton Coke works, new and revamped tubing facilitics, and other related products and services
manufactured or provided in our region, time to market is a critical component. We cannot expect these industries to

flourish here if, for example, trucks laden with newly minted tubes must wend their way around smali towns on tattered
two lane roads.

An example of where road meets technological development is, of course the Baltimore-Washington Corridor — which has
seen explosive investment in technical businesses. This means employment. There is no reason a similar corridor cannot
happen here —and it will —if we let it.

Marti Gastel is a member of the Board of Directors of the Mon Yough Area Chamber of Commerce and the owner of
Dorothy's Candies of White Oak. (wywwr.dorothyscandies.coni)




Call for Support for Passage of PA Senate Bill #1 & Mon Fayette

Expressway
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Mon Yough Area Chamber of Commerce< Thu, May 23, 2013 at 11:35
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To: director@meonyoughchamber.com

Call for Support for Passage of
PA Senate Bill #1 and completion of Mon
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207 Lysle Bivd.
McKeespor, PA 15132
{(412) 678-2450

Dear Members:

For the first time in fifteen years, comprehensive
transportation legislation has been introduced in the State
Senate. This legislation includes funding to the
Pennsylvama Turmpike Commission for Act 61 projects
including the Mon Fayette Expressway.

We as a Chamber believe that the single most important
economic development issue for our region is completion
of Mon-Fayette from Route 51 to Interstate 376. This will
spur massive new business investment in our Mon Valley
by improving access to nine major developable sites along
the Monongahela.

Chamber President, Maury Burgwin has been invited
to testify at a PA Senate Transportation Committee
hosted by Senator James Brewster next Thursday at
the CCAC Boyce Campus Auditorinm at 11:30 AM.

We are in support of Senate Bill #1 and applaud the
leadership of the Senate Transportation Committee for
moving this important legislation forward to the full
Senate.

As our Mission Statement says: The Mon Yough Area
Chamber of Commerce is committed to sustaining and
expanding the region’s prosperity by uniting business and
community.

We want to send a broad community based message to
our leadership in Harrisburg. Therefore we ask you te
sign this electreonic petition stating that you support
Senate Bill #1 and the opportunity it will create to
complete the Mon Fayeite Expressway.

Link to register vour support.
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King, David
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Profect Manager

Johns, Jason
Johns and Assoclates, P.C,
Partner

Dopico, Susan
Hands 2 Help Senior Services
President

Grisnik, George
George 1. Grisnik, G.D.
Owner

Mavyer, Angela

Bennett, Chuck
First Commonwealth Bank
Manager, Munhall Office

Seale, Dan

Wilson Christian Academy
Director of Marketing & Public
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Borgoyn, Edward

Saunders, Darcl
Direct Mail Service
Director, Bus Dev &
Marketing
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Parkview Community Federal
Credit tinion

Porter, William
Ingram Barge Company

Studeny, Cassandra

Hagy, Doug
Anthony Crane USA
CFo

Hammeond, Robert R.
The Daily News
General Manager

Franks, Rick
Precision Copy Products, Inc.
Area Manager
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Graham, John
Pittsburgh Institute of
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President, CEQ
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President & Chief
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Vargo, Steve
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President
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Ingrams Cleaning Service
President
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