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Borough of West Chester 
Testimony on H.B. 809 
HOUSE LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMM ITTEE 

MONDAY, 20 JULY 2015 

Impacts of Un-Regulated High Density 
Student Housing 

H.B. 809 Imposes a Disparate Impact 
on Communities Hosting Universities 

• H.B. 809 Negatively Impacts a Community's Quality of Ufe 
• H.B. 809 De-Stabilizes Neighborhoods and Communities 
• H.B. 809 Negatively Impacts Community Safety 
•H.B. 809 Removes local Zoning Control 
•H.B. 809 Degrades a Community's Health and Welfare 
• H.B 809 Undoes Cooperative University and Community Effons 
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H.B. 809 Imposes a Disparate Impact on Communities 
Hosting Universities and Colleges 

•High Cost to Host a University 
• Addltlonal Pollce Service 
• Addltlonal Fire Services and Equipment 
• Providing Houslns for University 
• Providing Parkins for University 
•Traffic 
•Tax Exempt 

H.B. 809 Negatively Impacts a Community's Quality of 
Life 

Student Rental Hausin1 DestablHzes Neighborhoods 
• Dul migration families 
• Out ml1n1tlan middle and upper Income households 
• Upends a nelahborhood's value system 
• Oecllnl ng property values 
• Decllne In the aesthetics of resident~ clwelUnp due to lack of propt1r maintenance 
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H.B. 809 Negatively Impacts Community Safety 
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West Chesb!r University 
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Ciiis for Police Services, University Area 
January through June 2015 
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Miscellaneous 
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H.B. 809 Removes Local Zoning Control 

Community Based Zoning lmpJements Community Values 
• Lqlslatlon Imposes a foreign set of villues 

H. a. 809 Undoes years ofThouahtful and Equltabl• Zanini In West Chester 
• Density 
• Community Impacts 
• RttSOUrte Impacts 

• Health lmp;1cts 
• First Responder Impacts 

• New West Chester Rental Regulation Ordlnilnce 
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H.B. 809 Degrades a Community's Health and Welfare 

• Overcrowdlns Is a fire safety Issue 
• Insanitary conditions with more occupancy 
• Health hazards due to rubbish, aarbage and rat harborage 
• Blocking offlre exits 
• Privacy Is lost 
• Higher volumes of disruptive conduct 
• Overcrowding in order for students to save$$$$$$ 
• Noise complalnts Increase. 
• Accumulation of trash and litter 

H.B 809 Undoes Cooperative University and 
Community Efforts 

campus Community Coalition Group 
• Value Instruction 
• Alcohol Management 
• Nuisance Abatement Efforts 
• Integrating Studneu Into our community, not settl"I up hl1h density Pduslonary student zones 
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